The Magnitude

of the Opioid Epidemic in 2017
ESTIMATED IN SEPTEMBER 2018

63,632

12.5%

in 2016

71,568

There was an increase in drug
overdose deaths, from 63,632 in
2016 to 71,568 in 2017.

in 2017

89%

12.5%

89%

of the 12.5% increase in
drug overdose deaths was
attributed to opioids.

136

Nearly 136 people died
from an opioid-related
overdose every day.

68.9%

1.6 Million

Roughly 68.9% of all drug
overdose deaths was
attributed to opioids.

Nearly 1.6 million
opioid overdoses occurred
nationwide.
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Approximately
13.8 million individuals
misused opioids.
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2.5 Million

2.1 Million

Approximately 2.5 million
individuals suﬀered from
an opioid use disorder
nationwide.

Roughly 2.1 million
individuals misused
opioids for the ﬁrst time.
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Pennsylvania,
Florida, California,
Ohio, and Texas

The highest prevalence of opioid
misuse and opioid addiction,
and the highest incidence of
opioid misuse were seen in

West Virginia, the
District of Columbia,
Pennsylvania, Ohio,
and Maryland.

had the largest numbers in
opioid overdose deaths and
individuals aﬀected by opioid
misuse and opioid addiction.
Click here to see the estimated
number of individuals who
misused opioids by state.

Click here to see the estimated
prevalence of opioid misuse per
100,000 residents by state.

13.8 Million People Aged 12 or Older
Misused Opioids in 2017
(Rx and Heroin only)

13.5 Million People
with Past Year
Pain Reliever Misuse

748,145 People with
Past Year Pain Reliever
Misuse and Heroin Use

12.7 Million People with
Pain Reliever Misuse Only

1.1 Million People
with Past Year
Heroin Use

358,316 People
with Heroin Use Only

What now?
Mission LISA’s estimate on the scope of the opioid epidemic will guide lawmakers and health care providers to
allocate funding and resources based on state severity to address the epidemic adequately. Further, the estimated
number of individuals aﬀected in each state will help ensure treatment and intervention eﬀorts address the total
patient population. Legislatures can utilize state-speciﬁc ﬁndings to develop state-level prevention, treatment, and
intervention programs, targeting state-speciﬁc demand and needs.
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This report is based on data available on or before August 17, 2018.

New or revised data available after this date will be reﬂected in
future analyses.
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There were approximately 49,311 opioid-induced overdose deaths.

3

Nearly 5% of the population aged 12 or older.
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Nearly 1% of the population aged 12 or older.
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Nearly 1% of the population aged 12 or older.
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