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Executive Summary
This month’s report highlights content collected from
July 9 to August 5, 2018 regarding the national opioid
crisis. The report features:
•

The reduction in both opioid prescriptions and
opioid use disorder diagnoses among Blue
Cross Blue Shield members.

•

An investigation by the Inspector General for
the Department of Health and Human
Services
regarding
concerns
of
overprescribing and “doctor shopping” among
Medicare Part D beneficiaries.

•

Six medical strategies for reducing the risk of
opioid prescription misuse recommended by
the Medical Group Management Association.

•

A study revealing the association between
promotional
activities
from
drug
manufacturers
and
increased
opioid
prescribing in New York.

•

The use of involuntary commitment for
substance use treatment amid the epidemic.

© 2018 Lumina Analytics, LLC. No claim to original U.S. Government Works or cited materials.
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Fast Facts
•

According to a study published in the Annals
of Emergency Medicine, 25.1 percent of
patients who visited the emergency
department for ankle sprains were prescribed
opioids.1,2

•

A study published in The BMJ reveals that 52
percent of disabled Medicare patients used
opioids from 2007 to 2016, compared to 14
percent of privately insured patients and 26
percent of aged Medicare Advantage
patients.3,4

•

According to the Surgeon General’s Report on
Alcohol, Drugs, and Health, only 10.4 percent
of people suffering from substance use
disorder (“SUD”) receive treatment. In
addition, more than 40 percent of individuals
with SUD also suffer from a mental health
condition, but only 48 percent receive
treatment for either disorder.5,6

•

Every dollar spent on SUD treatment saves
approximately $4 in health care costs and $7
in criminal costs.7,8

•

Currently, there are no supervised injection
facilities in the United States. However, several
cities, such as New York City, San Francisco,
and Colorado, are considering implementing

Bernstein, L. (2018, July 27). A quarter of adults with sprained ankles were prescribed opioids in the ER, study shows. Retrieved July 30, 2018, from
https://www.washingtonpost.com/national/health-science/a-quarter-of-adults-with-sprained-ankles-were-prescribed-opioids-in-the-er/2018/07/27/112cf916-9119-11e8-8322b5482bf5e0f5_story.html?utm_term=.6403b5db4809
2
Delgado, M. K., Huang, Y., Meisel, Z., Hennessy, S., Yokell, M., Polsky, D., & Perrone, J. (2018). National Variation in Opioid Prescribing and Risk of Prolonged Use for OpioidNaive Patients Treated in the Emergency Department for Ankle Sprains. Annals of Emergency Medicine. doi:10.1016/j.annemergmed.2018.06.003
3
As Opioid Epidemic Rages, Painkiller Prescriptions Don't Drop. (2018, August 01). Retrieved August 6, 2018, from https://www.webmd.com/mentalhealth/addiction/news/20180801/as-opioid-epidemic-rages-painkiller-prescriptions-dont-drop#2
4
Jeffery, M. M., Hooten, W. M., Henk, H. J., Bellolio, M. F., Hess, E. P., Meara, E., . . . Shah, N. D. (2018). Trends in opioid use in commercially insured and Medicare Advantage
populations in 2007-16: Retrospective cohort study. Bmj. doi:10.1136/bmj.k2833
5
U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, Office of the Surgeon General. (2016, November). Facing Addiction in America: The Surgeon General’s Report on Alcohol,
Drugs, and Health. Retrieved July 30, 2018, from https://addiction.surgeongeneral.gov/executive-summary
6
Massing, M. (2018, July 21). The Real Scandal in the Fight Against Opioids. Retrieved July 30, 2018, from https://www.politico.com/magazine/story/2018/07/21/opioidstreatment-politicians-media-219023
7
Ibid.
8
U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, Office of the Surgeon General. (2016, November). Facing Addiction in America: The Surgeon General’s Report on Alcohol,
Drugs, and Health. Retrieved July 30, 2018, from https://addiction.surgeongeneral.gov/vision-future/time-for-a-change
1
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safe consumption spaces to reduce health and
societal problems associated with drug use.9,10

Powell, A. (2018, July 17). Burlington City Council votes to explore safe injection sites. Retrieved July 30, 2018, from http://www.wcax.com/content/news/Burlington-City-Councilvotes-to-explore-safe-injection-sites-488440151.html
10
Drug Policy Alliance. (n.d.). Supervised Injection Facilities. Retrieved July 30, 2018, from http://www.drugpolicy.org/issues/supervised-injection-facilities
9
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delivering these services to Medicaid fee-forservice and managed care beneficiaries.13

Current Events
•
•

On July 7, President Donald Trump signed the
Supporting Grandparents Raising Grandchildren
Act into law. The Act establishes an advisory
committee consisting of federal agencies to
coordinate and disseminate available resources
for grandparents serving as primary caretakers
of their grandchildren due to parental alcohol
and drug use.11,12

•

On July 10, the Centers for Medicare and
Medicaid Services (“CMS”) approved a five-year
Section 1115 demonstration for the state of New
Hampshire to provide Medicaid reimbursement
for substance use disorder treatment services.
Services include crisis interventions, outpatient
counseling, rehabilitative services, and recovery
support. The state is now authorized to pay
Institutions for Mental Diseases (“IMDs”) for

On July 31, the Federation of State Medical
Boards joined the Action Collaborative on
Countering the U.S. Opioid Epidemic, a
partnership to coordinate a collective response
to the opioid crisis. The public-private
partnership also consists of the National
Academy of Medicine and 35 organizations
representing
federal,
state,
and
local
governments, health systems, associations and
provider groups, health education and
accrediting institutions, pharmacies, payers,
industry, nonprofits, and academia. The goal of
the collaborative is to establish shared priorities,
identify unmet needs, and develop and
disseminate
evidence-based,
multi-sector
solutions to reduce opioid misuse and improve
outcomes of individuals affected by the
epidemic.14

John-Hall, A. (2018, July 12). Casey measure aims to help grandparents stepping in to take care of kids. Retrieved July 30, 2018, from http://www.witf.org/news/2018/07/newfederal-law-aims-to-help-grandparents-affected-by-opioid-epidemic.php
12
Congress.gov. (2018, July 07). Text - S.1091 - 115th Congress (2017-2018): Supporting Grandparents Raising Grandchildren Act. Retrieved July 30, 2018, from
https://www.congress.gov/bill/115th-congress/senate-bill/1091/text
13
LaPointe, J. (2018, July 12). CMS OKs Medicaid Reimbursement for Substance Use Treatment in NH. Retrieved July 30, 2018, from https://revcycleintelligence.com/news/cmsoks-medicaid-reimbursement-for-substance-use-treatment-in-nh
14
FSMB Joins National Action Collaborative to Counter Opioid Epidemic. (2018, July 31). Retrieved August 3, 2018, from http://www.newswise.com/articles/fsmb-joins-nationalaction-collaborative-to-counter-opioid-epidemic
11
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•

On August 2, the Senate passed the Department
of the Interior, Environment, and Related
Agencies Appropriations Act (H.R. 6147), which
would dedicate $1 million for the Office of
Terrorism and Financial Intelligence to
investigate and prevent the illicit trade of
synthetic opioids, such as fentanyl, coming from
China.15,16

Holdren, W. (2018, July 27). Congress works to fund fight against the opioid epidemic. Retrieved August 3, 2018, from http://www.register-herald.com/news/congress-worksto-fund-fight-against-the-opioid-epidemic/article_ed7376cb-4625-5925-98af-5c0ba1040241.html
16
Congress.gov. (2018, August 2). Text - H.R.6147 - 115th Congress (2017-2018): Interior, Environment, Financial Services and General Government, Agriculture, Rural
Development, Food and Drug Administration, and Transportation, Housing and Urban Development Appropriations Act, 2019. Retrieved August 3, 2018, from
https://www.congress.gov/bill/115th-congress/house-bill/6147?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22H.+R.+6147%22%5D%7D&r=1
15
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Epidemic Tracking
Blue Cross Blue Shield Report Suggests a
Turning Point in the Opioid Crisis
A report published by health insurance organization
Blue Cross Blue Shield (“BCBS”) on July 12 indicates
progress toward preventing prescription opioid misuse
among BCBS beneficiaries. According to the company,
which has been monitoring opioid use disorder (“OUD”)
among BCBS members for the past eight years, the
number of OUD diagnoses decreased for the first time
in 2017.17
According to the BCBS report, significant efforts were
made in reducing prescription opioid use. The total
number of prescription opioids filled by BCBS members
has declined by 29 percent from 2013 to 2017 and the
number of members who filled at least one opioid
prescription in a given year decreased from 20 percent
in 2013 to 15 percent in 2017. Thirty-four states
exceeded the national average decline in opioid

prescriptions (29 percent). In particular, states that
showed the greatest reduction in prescribing rates are
Massachusetts (51 percent), Rhode Island (46 percent),
Mississippi (43 percent), Vermont (41 percent), New
Hampshire (41 percent), and New Jersey (41 percent).
Additionally, in 2017, two-thirds of BCBS members’ first
prescriptions met guidelines for both dose and
duration published by the Centers for Disease Control
and Prevention (“CDC”).18
While OUD continues to affect 241,900 BCBS members,
the company has observed a decline in OUD diagnoses.
The rate of diagnosis decreased from 6.2 per 1,000
BCBS members in 2016 to 5.9 per 1,000 members in
2017. In addition, 59 percent of BCBS members with
OUD in 2017 were male. A geographic analysis revealed
that rates were higher in New England and in the South.
The highest OUD diagnosis rate of 12 per 1,000
members was recorded in New Hampshire, while the
lowest rate of 2 per 1,000 members was recorded in
South Dakota.19
Notably, other reports have indicated the epidemic is
worsening, not improving. A number of factors may

Houser, K. (2018, July 13). We may have reached a turning point in the opioid crisis, report implies. Retrieved July 24, 2018, from https://futurism.com/opioid-use-disorderdecline/
18
Blue Cross Blue Shield Association. (2018, July 12). The Opioid Epidemic in America: An Update. Retrieved July 24, 2018, from https://www.bcbs.com/the-health-ofamerica/reports/the-opioid-epidemic-america-update
19
Ibid.
17
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have skewed the figures provided by the BCBS report.
For example, OUD patients may have been less inclined
to visit their doctors due to new opioid prescribing
limits, leading to a decreased number of OUD
diagnoses. The BCBS report also did not take into
account members diagnosed with cancer, members
undergoing palliative or hospice care, and people who
turned to heroin use from prescription misuse.
Although the BCBS report is encouraging, Trent
Haywood, Senior Vice President and Chief Medical
Officer for the BCBS Association, encourages the health
care sector to remain vigilant and to continue providing
access to effective treatment for patients suffering
from OUD.20

federal program designed to help senior citizens afford
prescription drugs.21
The IG issued a report on the findings of the
investigation, which revealed concerns of practices of
overprescribing. In many of these instances, the level of
prescriptions created a risk of death by overdose
(“OD”).22

Medicare Part D Struggles with Opioid
Epidemic

Moreover, the report revealed that many patients are
“doctor shopping” in order to obtain additional
prescription opioids. For example, "a beneficiary in
Washington, D.C., received 101 opioid prescriptions
from 26 prescribers and filled them at 28 pharmacies in
2017… Over the course of the year, this beneficiary
received more than 10,000 pills containing oxycodone.
In one month alone, this beneficiary received 16 opioid
prescriptions from 11 different prescribers and filled
them at 12 pharmacies."23

The Inspector General (“IG”) for the Department of
Health and Human Services (“HHS”) conducted an
investigation into how often and how many drugs are
prescribed to senior citizens under Medicare Part D, the

Doctors’ prescribing behavior is problematic as well: "a
physician in Florida ordered opioids for 192
beneficiaries who received extreme amounts during
the year," the report indicated. "In total, this physician

Houser, K. (2018, July 13). We may have reached a turning point in the opioid crisis, report implies. Retrieved July 24, 2018, from https://futurism.com/opioid-use-disorderdecline/
21
Shepard, T. (2018, July 15). Medicare Part D Struggles with Opioid Epidemic, Overprescribing Concerns. Retrieved July 22, 2018, from https://freebeacon.com/issues/medicarepart-d-struggles-opioid-epidemic-overprescribing-concerns/
22
Ibid.
23
Ibid.
20
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ordered 2,692 opioid prescriptions for beneficiaries
who received extreme amounts of opioids, costing Part
D $570,000."24
Other highlights from the report include:
•

About 4.9 million Part D beneficiaries received
opioids for three or more months in 2017.

•

Nearly 58,000 patients received "extreme
amounts" of opioids with prescription levels twoand-a-half times the recommended dose,
"putting them at serious risk of opioid misuse or
overdose."

•

"A total of 14,814 beneficiaries appear to be
doctor shopping" with these patients being
prescribed high levels of opioids, but also having
"four or more prescribers and four or more
pharmacies in 2017."

this decrease, the high level of opioid use in Part D
continues to raise concerns."25
Additionally, Attorney General Jeff Sessions announced
a new tactic in the broader war on opioid misuse: one
that will address a spike in the use and overdoses from
synthetic opioids like fentanyl. He referred to data from
the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (“CDC”)
which shows that, although the rate of prescription
opioid overdoses has risen steadily for years, the major
driver of the OD death boom in the last several years
was primarily heroin, followed by fentanyl and other
synthetic opioids. The supply of synthetics is increasing,
projecting more synthetic-related deaths in 2017 than
in 2016.26

The report concluded that "opioid use among Medicare
Part D beneficiaries has decreased slightly but remains
concerning… Nearly one in three beneficiaries received
a prescription opioid through Part D in 2017. Despite

Ibid.
Ibid.
26
Lehman, C. (2018, July 12). Sessions Announces New Taskforce to Tackle Fentanyl. Retrieved July 22, 2018, from https://freebeacon.com/national-security/sessions-announcesnew-taskforce-tackle-fentanyl
24
25
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Treatment and Policy

The six principles recommended by the MGMA are:
•

Chronic pain should not first be treated with
opioids. If needed, opioid therapy should be
combined with preferred non-pharmacologic
therapy and other non-opioid medications.

•

If opioids are prescribed, they should be
immediate-release opioids at the lowest
effective dosage, and prescribed in the lowest
quantity to manage pain.

•

Treatment plans should include when and how
opioids will be stopped as patients near their
care goals.

•

Doctors should evaluate patients for the benefits
and harms of opioids between one and four
weeks after therapy starts and after any increase
in dosage.

•

Physicians should check state prescription drug
monitoring programs prior to prescribing and
periodically after prescribing. Additionally,
doctors should test a patient's urine for drugs

Six Medical Practices to Combat the Opioid
Epidemic
The Medical Group Management Association (“MGMA”)
recently released a report that recommends medical
practitioners multiple strategies to reduce the risk of
opioid prescription misuse in patients. The strategies
include prescribing opioid alternatives and reducing
the size of individual opioid prescriptions. The MGMA
report is based on survey responses and interviews
with 43 practice managers across the country, and was
compiled to identify challenges medical practitioners
face amid the national opioid epidemic and best
practices to address them.27
Halee Fischer-Wright, President and CEO of the MGMA,
said, "Our goal with this report was to find the best
ways in which medical practices and healthcare
providers—those on the frontlines—can drive
meaningful parts of solving this crisis.”28

Finnegan, J. (2018, July 24). MGMA: 6 ways medical practices can combat opioid epidemic. Retrieved August 2, 2018, from https://www.fiercehealthcare.com/practices/6-keysphysician-practices-opioids-mgma
28
Ibid.
27
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before starting opioid therapy, with periodic
testing at least annually.
•

Clinicians should be prepared to offer or
arrange treatment for patients with opioid use
disorders.
Treatment
may
include
buprenorphine or methadone, coupled with
behavioral therapy for substance misuse.

According to the report, 83 percent of practitioners who
responded to the survey have taken steps to help
control the opioid epidemic. In a separate survey earlier
this year conducted by the physician social network
SERMO, 69 percent of the more than 3,000 doctors who
responded said they reduced their opioid prescribing
or stopped prescribing the painkillers.29

New York Doctors Increased Opioid
Prescriptions After Pharma Payments
A report published by the New York State Health
Foundation (“NYSHealth”) in June 2018 reveals that
doctors in New York who received payments from
opioid manufacturers prescribed more opioids to their
Medicare patients than doctors who did not receive
opioid-related payments. According to the report,
29

Ibid.

© 2018 Lumina Analytics, LLC. No claim to original U.S. Government Works or cited materials.

pharmaceutical companies made more than $3.5
million in opioid-related payments to a total of 3,389
physicians in New York State from August 2013 through
December 2015.
NYSHealth examined the financial relationships
between drug manufacturers and physicians in New
York and how payments from opioid manufacturers
influenced prescribing patterns through the Open
Payments data and Medicare drug utilization data from
the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services.
Opioid-related payments from drug manufacturers
were made in the form of speaking fees, honoraria,
meals, and other gifts. The report suggests that such
financial relationships may create conflicts of interest
and blur the lines between promotional activities and
medical practice. David Sandman, President and CEO of
NYSHealth, further suggested that “spending by drug
companies may be fueling the epidemic.”
Researchers found that roughly one in ten physicians
who prescribed opioids to Medicare patients received a
payment. Physicians receiving opioid-related payments
on average had a higher number of opioid claims,
opioid days’ supply, and Medicare beneficiaries treated
with opioids. Furthermore, the study shows the
amount of opioid-related payments made to physicians

14

was positively associated with their dispensed opioid
prescriptions.
Associated
prescription
opioid
expenditures increased as the amount of opioidrelated payments increased. From August 2013
through December 2015, physicians who received $20
or less in payments prescribed $34,266 worth of
opioids on average, or approximately 8,000 days’
supply of opioids. The group who received payments
over $20 and up to $50 prescribed $49,885 worth of
opioids on average – about 12,000 days’ supply. The
group of physicians who received the highest amount
of opioid-related payments of more than $10,000
prescribed $1,247,896 worth of opioids on average.
Compared to doctors receiving smaller payments, this
group had substantially larger opioid prescribing
expenditures that can provide 300,000 days’ supply of
opioids.
According to Mark Zezza, Director of Policy and
Research at NYSHealth, the report clearly shows that
“promotional activities from drug companies lead to
increased prescribing.” Although the report cannot

confirm whether prescribing patterns associated with
industry payments led to increased opioid misuse,
researchers proposed that “consideration should be
given to banning most, if not all, physician-industry
promotional interactions, particularly for controlled
substances such as opioids.”30,31

Is Involuntary Commitment
Solution for the Opioid Crisis?

the

Right

Evidence on the efficacy of involuntary civil
commitment for addiction treatment is mixed. A 2017
study in The Lancet shows that heroin users who were
forced into treatment relapsed at higher rates than
those who voluntarily enrolled in treatment.32
However, a 2012 research-based guide published by
the National Institute on Drug Abuse suggests that

Xiao, B. (2018, July 10). Report: NY Doctors Increased Opioid Prescriptions After Pharma Payments. Retrieved July 17, 2018, from https://www.theepochtimes.com/report-nydoctors-increased-opioid-prescriptions-after-pharma-payments_2586714.html
31
New York State Health Foundation. (2018, June). Follow the Money: Pharmaceutical Manufacturer Payments and Opioid Prescribing Patterns in New York State (Rep.). Retrieved
July 17, 2018.
32
Mandros, A. (2018, July 30). Is Involuntary Commitment the Right Solution For the Opioid Crisis? Retrieved August 7, 2018, from https://www.openminds.com/marketintelligence/executive-briefings/is-involuntary-commitment-the-right-solution-for-the-opioid-crisis/ (as cited in Relapse To Opioid Use In Opioid-Dependent Individuals Released
From
Compulsory
Drug
Detention
Centres
Compared
With
Those
From
Voluntary
Methadone
Treatment
Centres
In
Malaysia,
from
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S2214109X16303035).
30
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individuals forced into treatment do as well as or better
than those not forced into treatment.33
While the evidence may not be clear, efforts
surrounding involuntary treatment are increasing amid
the opioid epidemic. Involuntary commitment laws
permit states to commit people for substance use
disorder and the use of these laws has rapidly
expanded as the national epidemic escalates. Specific
criteria for commitment, length, and type of treatment
under civil commitment laws vary significantly by
state.34 For example, the maximum period of
commitment ranges from 24 hours to one year.35
Judges and advocates against contentious responses to
substance use disorder raise concerns about this

practice, as it deprives patients of liberty, fails to
provide evidence-based treatment, and may leave
patients vulnerable to overdose risk.36,37 In 2016,
Massachusetts “committed a shockingly high number”
of more than 6,500 individuals for substance use
disorder. Additionally, “70% of the beds for men in
Massachusetts are at a prison facility, where
patients wear prison uniforms and answer to
correctional officers.” There has also been an increased
number of escapes, suicides, and alleged sexual
assaults in these facilities.38 Notably, in spite of existing
civil commitment laws, most states have inadequate
treatment capacity.39
For a user to be involuntarily committed for addiction
treatment, there needs to be proof that the individual

Ibid (as cited in Principles Of Drug Addiction Treatment, from https://www.drugabuse.gov/sites/default/files/podat_1.pdf).
Beletsky, L., Parmet, W. E., & Ryan, E. J. (2018, January 24). Involuntary treatment for substance use disorder: A misguided response to the opioid crisis. Retrieved August 8,
2018, from https://www.health.harvard.edu/blog/involuntary-treatment-sud-misguided-response-2018012413180
35
Mandros, A. (2018, July 30). Is Involuntary Commitment the Right Solution For the Opioid Crisis? Retrieved August 7, 2018, from https://www.openminds.com/marketintelligence/executive-briefings/is-involuntary-commitment-the-right-solution-for-the-opioid-crisis/ (as cited in Involuntary Commitment For Individuals With A Substance Use
Disorder
Or
Alcoholism,
from
http://www.namsdl.org/IssuesandEvents/NEW%20Involuntary%20Commitment%20for%20Individuals%20with%20a%20Substance%20Use%20Disorder%20or%20Alcoholism
%20August%202016%2009092016.pdf).
36
Mandros, A. (2018, July 30). Is Involuntary Commitment the Right Solution For the Opioid Crisis? Retrieved August 7, 2018, from https://www.openminds.com/marketintelligence/executive-briefings/is-involuntary-commitment-the-right-solution-for-the-opioid-crisis/ (as cited in Involuntary treatment for substance use disorder: A misguided
response to the opioid crisis, from https://www.health.harvard.edu/blog/involuntary-treatment-sud-misguided-response-2018012413180).
37
Beletsky, L., Parmet, W. E., & Ryan, E. J. (2018, January 24). Involuntary treatment for substance use disorder: A misguided response to the opioid crisis. Retrieved August 8,
2018, from https://www.health.harvard.edu/blog/involuntary-treatment-sud-misguided-response-2018012413180
38
Ibid.
39
Mandros, A. (2018, July 30). Is Involuntary Commitment the Right Solution For the Opioid Crisis? Retrieved August 7, 2018, from https://www.openminds.com/marketintelligence/executive-briefings/is-involuntary-commitment-the-right-solution-for-the-opioid-crisis/ (as cited in Nature and Utilization of Civil Commitment for Substance Abuse
in the United States, from http://jaapl.org/content/43/3/313).
33
34
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is addicted to drugs; that the individual is a threat; or
that the individual clearly needs to, but cannot, take
care of their own basic needs. Involuntary civil
commitment for addiction treatment, which does not
include commitments that are part of a criminal
sentence, is currently allowed in 36 states; two
additional states—Rhode Island and Montana—only
allow involuntary commitment for alcohol. In all 36
states, individuals have the right to an attorney and a
right to petition for a writ of habeas corpus to
determine whether their detention is lawful.40 In most
cases, the petitioner is responsible for the court fees,
and the individual being committed, or the individual’s
family, is responsible for the cost of treatment,
although in some cases, the Medicaid health plan or the
state may cover the treatment cost.41

more harmful in terms of overdose risk. Furthermore,
an evaluation of the Massachusetts overdose data
shows that “people who were involuntarily committed
were more than twice as likely to experience a fatal
overdose as those who completed voluntary
treatment.”42 Further research is needed to confirm the
efficacy of involuntary treatment for substance use
disorder as a means to curb overdose mortality and to
understand the consequences of civil commitment
before initiating a process that deprives substance
users of liberty.

Existing data on outcomes following involuntary
commitment for addiction treatment is “surprisingly
limited, outdated, and conflicting.” A 2015 analysis
suggests that coerced treatment is less effective for
addressing long-term substance use outcomes and
Ibid
(as
cited
in
Involuntary
Commitment
For
Individuals
With
A
Substance
Use
Disorder
Or
Alcoholism,
from
http://www.namsdl.org/IssuesandEvents/NEW%20Involuntary%20Commitment%20for%20Individuals%20with%20a%20Substance%20Use%20Disorder%20or%20Alcoholism
%20August%202016%2009092016.pdf).
41
Ibid (as cited in Many States Allow Involuntary Commitment for Addiction Treatment, from https://drugfree.org/learn/drug-and-alcohol-news/many-states-allow-involuntarycommitment-addiction-treatment/).
42
Beletsky, L., Parmet, W. E., & Ryan, E. J. (2018, January 24). Involuntary treatment for substance use disorder: A misguided response to the opioid crisis. Retrieved August 8,
2018, from https://www.health.harvard.edu/blog/involuntary-treatment-sud-misguided-response-2018012413180
40
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Alerts Log
July 9, 2018 – August 5, 2018
Arresting Bystanders to Overdoses Won't End the
Opioid Epidemic
Law enforcement agencies adopted a new strategy of
arresting individuals who witness an overdose and are
targeting drug dealers as the source of opioid
possession. Under this approach, individuals, such as
family members, friends, or neighbors, are legally liable
for obtaining drugs that result in someone’s overdose
and can be charged with drug-induced homicide. In
some states, specific laws allow prosecutors to pursue
an investigation; in other states, officials may choose to
use generic homicide or endangerment laws. However,
this approach often prevents people from seeking help
from emergency services, for fear of prosecution. This
has led drug policy advocates to recommend the
extension of Good Samaritan laws, to assure
individuals that they will not be prosecuted for seeking
life-saving help at the scene of an overdose.

Smith, S.E. (2018, July 8). Arresting Bystanders to
Overdoses Won’t End the Opioid Epidemic. Retrieved
from https://www.care2.com/causes/arresting© 2018 Lumina Analytics, LLC. No claim to original U.S. Government Works or cited materials.

bystanders-to-overdoses-wont-end-the-opioidepidemic.html
Report: NY Doctors Increased Opioid Prescriptions
After Pharma Payments
According to a report published in June 2018 by the
New York State Health Foundation (“NYSHealth”),
doctors in New York who receive increased payments
from opioid manufacturers, in the form of speaking
fees, honoraria, food, and beverages, prescribe a
higher number of opioids to Medicare patients.
Findings reveal potential conflicts of interest and an
increased concern that money influences doctors’
prescribing habits. Mark Zezza, Director of Policy and
Research at NYSHealth, explains that though the report
shows a correlation between physician payments and
increased prescription rates, it cannot determine if the
opioid prescribing is inappropriate. David Sandman,
President and CEO of NYSHealth, said that
policymakers and law enforcement should consider
banning all opioid-related payments to physicians, as a
solution to the financial entanglement.

Xiao, Bowen. (2018, July 8). Report: NY Doctors
Increased Opioid Prescriptions After Pharma
Payments.
Retrieved
from https://www.theepochtimes.com/report-ny-
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doctors-increased-opioid-prescriptions-after-pharmapayments_2586714.html
IPEC and USPHS Honors 2018 Public Health Excellence
Award Recipients
During the Inter-professional Education Collaborative
(“IPEC”) Summer 2018 Council Meeting held on June 26
in Washington D.C., the IPEC and the United States
Public Health Service (“USPHS”) awarded individuals
from East Tennessee State University (“ETSU”). The
individuals were recognized for their achievements
with the project East Tennessee State University
Responds to the Opioid Epidemic Through
Interprofessional Education, Community Engagement,
Research, and Clinical Care. The recipients from ETSU
were selected for the 2018 Public Health Excellence, out
of five other universities, for their innovative and
collaborative approach to community health and public
practices in addressing illicit drug use within the Central
Appalachian region. Pamela M. Schweitzer, Assistant
Surgeon General to the USPHS, said that ETSU’s Opioid
Addiction Prevention and Treatment Center embodies
the spirit of the USPHS and the IPEC, as their goal is to
utilize all health professions to protect, promote, and
advance health on a national level.

IPEC and USPHS Honors 2018 Public Health Excellence
Award Recipients. (2018, July 9). Retrieved
© 2018 Lumina Analytics, LLC. No claim to original U.S. Government Works or cited materials.

from https://business.financialpost.com/pmn/pressreleases-pmn/business-wire-news-releases-pmn/ipecand-usphs-honors-2018-public-health-excellenceaward-recipients
CAC Receives $75,000 Grant to Fight Opioid Epidemic
The Community Action Commission (“CAC”) of Fayette
County, Ohio received a $75,000 grant to fight the
opioid epidemic on behalf of the Fayette County
Prevention Coalition. The Generation Rx Grant,
received from Cardinal Health’s Opioid Action Program,
will support efforts to fight the opioid epidemic in Ohio.
CAC was selected for this competitive grant program
out of 70 organizations throughout Ohio, Tennessee,
Kentucky, and West Virginia, and was one of eight
organizations across Ohio to receive the CommunityLevel Response Grant. According to Prevention
Coordinator, Tiffany Garrison, the grant will increase
the number of drug take-back events for individuals to
dispose of prescription drugs, provide the funding
needed to promote drug take-back events, and expand
opioid prevention education. The grant will also enable
the CAC to work with local physicians to decrease the
supply of opioids throughout the county.

CAC receives $75,000 grant to fight opioid epidemic.
(2018,
July
9).
Retrieved
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from https://www.recordherald.com/news/28263/cacreceives-75000-grant-to-fight-opioid-epidemic
Non-Profit Launches Foster Program in Response to
Opioid Crisis
Lauren Miller, a victim advocate at the Centre County
District Attorney’s Office, announced that case
managers of the Centre County Drug and Alcohol Office
in Pennsylvania are trained to help connect individuals
with treatment options best suited for their needs.
Miller stated that contacting the office for help and
substance use disorder treatment carries no legal
ramifications. The Centre County District Attorney’s
Office will be hosting two public town hall meetings
with the Centre County Heroin and Opioid Prevention
and Education (“HOPE”) Initiative. During the event,
information on prevention, education, treatment, and
recovery support from several agencies will be made
available. The objective is to bring together concerned
community members who have either been affected
by, or want to learn more about, the epidemic, in a safe
and open environment.

Miller, Lauren. (2018, July 9). Town halls to focus
on local opioid
epidemic.
Retrieved
from https://www.centredaily.com/living/liv-columnsblogs/article214423589.html
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$1 Million in Funding to Help Fight Opioid Epidemic in
West Virginia
Additional help will be provided to fight the opioid
epidemic in West Virginia, the state with the highest
drug overdose death rate and more than 30,000
residents in treatment. The State Department of Health
and Human Services (“DHHS”) announced nearly $1
million in funding to expand substance use disorder
treatment services in five West Virginia counties. The
funding, which is supported by the Ryan Brown
Addiction Prevention and Recovery Fund, will be used
in Clay, Fayette, Kanawha, Nicholas, and Roane
counties. The Ryan Brown Addiction Prevention and
Recovery Fund mandates the DHHS to allocate
additional treatment beds to substance use disorder
treatment services in the state.

$1 million in funding to help fight opioid epidemic in
W.Va.
(2018,
July
10).
Retrieved
from
http://www.wsaz.com/content/news/1-million-infunding-to-help-fight-opioid-epidemic-in-WVa487835991.html
BayMark Health Services Opens Opioid Addiction
Treatment Center in Kentwood
BayMark Health Services, which provides medicationassisted treatment (“MAT”) to more than 46,000
patients for opioid use disorder, announced the
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opening of MedMark Treatment Centers (“MedMark”)
in Kentwood, Michigan. MedMark will provide safe and
effective MAT, specifically with the use of methadone
and buprenorphine, as well as counseling for those
struggling with opioid use disorder. MedMark
programs will also provide drug dependency education,
relapse prevention, lab testing, coordinated care for
pregnancy, and community resources to assist
patients. Chief Operating Officer, Frank Baumann, said
that the organization is pleased to bring its treatment
model to Michigan for the first time. Baumann added
that MedMark physicians, nurses, counselors, and
support staff offer compassionate and respectful
treatment to those struggling with opioid use disorder.

BayMark Health Services Opens Opioid Addiction
Treatment Center in Kentwood. (2018, July 10).
Retrieved
from
http://markets.businessinsider.com/news/stocks/bay
mark-health-services-opens-opioid-addictiontreatment-center-in-kentwood-1027356489
Jeff Sessions to Visit Portland on Friday to Discuss
Opioid Crisis With Law Enforcement
After announcing a task force in February to address
the opioid epidemic, the United States Attorney
General Jeff Sessions plans to visit Portland, Maine on
July 13 to discuss the impact of the national drug
© 2018 Lumina Analytics, LLC. No claim to original U.S. Government Works or cited materials.

epidemic in New England with local law enforcement.
The event will be hosted at the Portland office of the
United States Attorney for the District of Maine. All 16
of Maine’s sheriffs have been invited to the event.
Notably, there has been a decrease in the percentage
of prescription-related fatal overdoses in Maine.

Byrne, Matt. (2018, July 10). Jeff Sessions to visit
Portland on Friday to discuss opioid crisis with law
enforcement.
Retrieved
from
https://www.pressherald.com/2018/07/10/sessions-tovisit-portland-friday-to-discuss-opioid-crisis/
More ‘Angels’ Needed to Help Battle Opioid Epidemic in
Mid-Michigan
Families Against Narcotics, a nonprofit organization
that assists families suffering from drug addiction,
hopes to bring a new program to Michigan’s Bay,
Saginaw, and Midland counties, to continue fighting the
opioid epidemic. The program, Hope Not Handcuffs, is
a partnership between law enforcement and
volunteers to bring individuals with substance use
disorder into treatment. Under the program,
individuals can seek help from a local law enforcement
station and officers can call volunteers to speak with
the individuals to find emergency resources and
treatment options. Families Against Narcotics Vice
President, Lori Kiolkowski, said that the program
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launched in Macomb County a year and a half ago, and
has provided treatment to 1,500 people.

Moore, Andrew. (2018, July 10). More ‘angels’ needed to
help battle opioid epidemic in Mid-Michigan. Retrieved
from https://nbc25news.com/news/local/more-angelsneeded-to-help-battle-opioid-epidemic-in-midmichigan
Non-Profit Launches Foster Program in Response to
Opioid Crisis
Christian City Children's Village, a 53-year-old Georgia
non-profit organization, is launching a large foster
program through its Crossroads Program, which will
cover a 50-mile radius of Union City. The foster
program will target children who have been taken away
from their parents due to the opioid crisis. Currently,
the opioid crisis has caused foster needs to increase by
100 percent in the last five years in Georgia and there
are 15,000 children in foster care in the state. The nonprofit is partnering with agencies to help foster parents
care for babies dependent on opioids. Christian City
Children's Village was certified by the state to manage
both public and private foster care arrangements, and
children can be referred to the program from Georgia's
Department of Family and Children's Services.

Mason, Hayley. (2018, July 10). Non-profit
launches foster program in response to opioid crisis.
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Retrieved
from http://www.wbrc.com/story/38603566/nonprofit-launches-foster-program-in-response-to-opioidcrisis
Espanola's New Police Chief Gives Eye-Opening Look
into Opioid Crisis
Police Chief, Louis Carlos, of Espanola, New Mexico
plans to end opioid dependency within the city.
According to Chief Carlos, the Espanola City Council
recently passed a resolution to clean up or tear down
43 abandoned or foreclosed homes, where users are
injecting drugs. Chief Carlos also stated that since there
is an average of one overdose death every three
months, every officer in Espanola is now required to
carry Narcan to help rescue victims of overdose. While
Chief Carlos will continue to fight the opioid crisis, he
urges for continued efforts from the city government,
police departments, counseling services, treatment
services, and most importantly, the community.

Porter, Kai. (2018, July 11). Espanola's new police chief
gives eye-opening look into opioid crisis. Retrieved
from
https://www.kob.com/new-mexiconews/espanolas-new-police-chief-gives-eye-openinglook-into-opioid-crisis/4985820/
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Local Oral Surgeon Makes Changes to Combat Opioid
Epidemic
Dr. Scott Warren, an oral surgeon in Waco, Texas, is
now using Exparel, an opioid-free drug, in place of
opioids for his patients. Dr. Warren stated that Exparel
has proven to be more effective than opioids in
managing pain. One of Dr. Warren’s patients, who
previously used hydrocodone, said that he felt no side
effects from the non-opioid medication, and that the
pain reduction was dramatically better. Dr. Warren
hopes to completely eliminate opioids from his postoperational treatment by the end of the year.

Soto, Christy. (2018, July 11). Local oral surgeon makes
changes to combat opioid epidemic. Retrieved from
http://www.kwtx.com/content/news/Local-oralsurgeon-makes-changes-to-combat-opioid-epidemic487947971.html
Smithtown-Based Dr. Simon A. Zysman Releases Book
on Groundbreaking Opioid Addiction Treatment
Program
Dr. Simon A. Zysman, a licensed clinical psychologist
and founder of Employee Assistance Resource Services,
Inc. (“EARS”), published a book titled Successful Heroin
and Opioid Addiction Treatment on July 18. The book
features contributions from several specializing
medical professionals and testimonials from Dr.
© 2018 Lumina Analytics, LLC. No claim to original U.S. Government Works or cited materials.

Zysman’s former patients. The book also details Dr.
Zysman’s high rate of success with treating drug
dependency using EARS, a medically supervised
outpatient treatment program licensed by the New
York State Office of Alcoholism and Substance Abuse
Services (“OASAS”). The EARS Program had a retention
rate between 70 to 90 percent from 2010 to 2015, one
of the highest of all outpatient programs in New York.

Boyle, Chris. (2018, July 11). Smithtown-Based Dr.
Simon A. Zysman Releases Book on Groundbreaking
Opioid Addiction Treatment Program. Retrieved from
https://www.longisland.com/news/07-1118/smithtown-based-dr-simon-a-zysman-releasesbook-on-groundbreaking-opioid-addiction-treatmentprogram.html
Casey Measure Aims to Help Grandparents Stepping In
to Take Care of Kids
The Supporting Grandparents Raising Grandchildren
Act was signed into law on July 7 by President Donald
Trump. The legislation, sponsored by Senator Bob
Casey of Pennsylvania and Senator Susan Collins of
Maine, establishes an advisory committee to map out
available resources for grandparents. The committee
will consist of representatives from federal agencies
such as the Department of Education. According to
Senator Casey’s office, more than 100,000 children in
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Pennsylvania are being raised by grandparents and
other relatives, and as opioid misuse continues, that
number is expected to rise.

John, Annette. (2018, July 12). Casey measure aims to
help grandparents stepping in to take care of kids.
Retrieved
from
http://www.witf.org/news/2018/07/new-federal-lawaims-to-help-grandparents-affected-by-opioidepidemic.php
CMS OKs Medicaid Reimbursement for Substance Use
Treatment in NH
The Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services
(“CMS”) recently approved a five-year Section 1115
demonstration allowing behavioral health facilities in
New Hampshire to provide Medicaid reimbursement
for substance use treatment and recovery services. The
approval authorizes the state to pay institutions for
mental diseases (“IMDs”) for delivering substance use
disorder treatment services to Medicaid fee-for-service
and managed care beneficiaries who are short-term
residents. Prior to this approval, Medicaid did not cover
substance use disorder treatment services for resident
beneficiaries under 65 years of age, in an IMD setting.
CMS and New Hampshire lawmakers anticipate that
this will improve care and reduce costs.
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LaPointe, Jacqueline. (2018, July 12). CMS OKs Medicaid
Reimbursement for Substance Use Treatment in NH.
Retrieved
from
https://revcycleintelligence.com/news/cms-oksmedicaid-reimbursement-for-substance-usetreatment-in-nh
CVS Health Foundation Donates More Than $330,000 to
Help Combat Opioid Misuse in California
CVS Health announced that the CVS Health Foundation
will grant $330,000 to four community health centers in
California focused on increasing access to opioid
dependency treatment and recovery services. At the
same time, CVS Health is expanding its safe medication
disposal initiative by installing 62 disposal units in CVS
Pharmacy locations across the state, facilitating proper
disposal of opioids. Tom Davis, Vice President of
Professional Services for CVS Health, explains that by
launching the disposal program at CVS Pharmacy
locations, the company plans to reduce the number of
prescription medications in circulation.

CVS Health Foundation Donates More than $330,000 to
Help Combat Opioid Abuse in California. (2018, July 12).
Retrieved
from
http://markets.businessinsider.com/news/stocks/cvshealth-foundation-donates-more-than-330-000-tohelp-combat-opioid-abuse-in-calif
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How Health Systems Are Refining Their Response to the
Opioid Crisis
Health IT is capable of helping clinicians respond more
precisely to the opioid crisis in several critical ways.
Instead of aiming for the overall reduction of opioid
prescriptions, and risk potentially under-treating
patients in need, technology enables health systems to
enhance their response and modify it to their patient
populations. Health systems must first understand
their opioid prescribing patterns, analyze data from
prescribers, and use this data to monitor prescribing
over time. Health systems are also encouraged to
implement electronic prescribing of controlled
substances (“EPCS”), which could result in significantly
reduced prescription fraud. Healthcare systems can
use technology in these suggested avenues to reduce
inappropriate prescribing and alleviate the epidemic.

How health systems are refining their response to the
opioid crisis. (2018, July 12). Retrieved from
https://www.beckershospitalreview.com/opioids/howhealth-systems-are-refining-their-response-to-theopioid-crisis.html
Huizenga Mental-Health Bill Would Improve Access,
Address Costs
On July 12, Representative Bill Huizenga of Michigan
introduced the Inpatient Act of 2018, aimed at
© 2018 Lumina Analytics, LLC. No claim to original U.S. Government Works or cited materials.

improving access to mental health care and expanding
treatment for opioid dependency. Congressman
Huizenga said that the legislation was created in
consultation with Pine Rest Christian Mental Health
Services, based in Gaines Township, one of the largest
behavioral health treatment providers in the country.
Congressman Huizenga explained that the legislation
will address treatment, access, cost, and workforce
challenges that individuals encounter while coping with
behavioral health or substance dependency.

Gemmell, James. (2018, July 12). Huizenga mentalhealth bill would improve access, address costs.
Retrieved
from
https://fox17online.com/2018/07/12/huizenga-mentalhealth-bill-would-improve-access-address-costs/
McCaskill Report on Opioid Distributors in Missouri
Faults DEA
Senator Claire McCaskill’s office compiled a report
showing that the United States Drug Enforcement
Administration (“DEA”) failed to hold major drug
distributors accountable when a large number of
prescription opioids entered Missouri from 2012 to
2017. McCaskill explained that three top opioid
distributors reported a number of suspicious
shipments to the DEA; however, the DEA did not take
enforcement action by immediately issuing suspension
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orders. According to Senator McCaskill, this
demonstrates that the law is not being applied
consistently to distributors, calling into question how
effectively the DEA oversees opioid distribution
throughout the country.

Marso, Andy. (2018, July 12). As opioids poured into
Missouri, the DEA failed, McCaskill says. Retrieved from
https://www.kansascity.com/news/business/healthcare/article214698575.html
Ohio Lost Over 500,000 Years of Life Due to Opioid
Epidemic, Report Finds
A study, conducted by the Ohio Alliance for Innovation
in Population Health (“OAIPH”), found that over half a
million years of life were lost in Ohio from 2010 to 2016
due to the opioid epidemic. Further, the OIAPH, a
collaboration between Ohio University’s College of
Health Sciences and Professions and the University of
Toledo’s College of Health and Human Services,
observed that 13,059 people died from opioid
overdoses statewide during the seven-year period.
Researchers also concluded that the number of
statewide opioid-related deaths increased each year.

Cass, Andrew. (2018, July 12). Ohio lost over 500,000
years of life due to opioid epidemic, report finds.
Retrieved
from
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http://www.morningjournal.com/article/MJ/20180712/
NEWS/180719818
Chicago Licenses 1,500 Pharmacy Representatives to
Help Fight Opioid Epidemic
Chicago licensed approximately 1,500 pharmaceutical
representatives due to a citywide ordinance to reduce
over-prescription. According to the ordinance, any
representative operating within Chicago for over 15
days in a year must be licensed by the city. The licenses
cost approximately $750 each. Chicago Mayor, Rahm
Emanuel, said this demonstrates the city’s commitment
to protecting residents from substance use and holding
drug representatives accountable if they attempt to
mislead the medical community.

Cook, Harrison. (2018, July 13). Chicago licenses 1,500
pharma reps to help fight opioid epidemic. Retrieved
from
https://www.beckershospitalreview.com/opioids/chica
go-licenses-1-500-pharma-reps-to-help-fight-opioidepidemic.html
We May Have Reached a Turning Point in the Opioid
Crisis, Report Implies
Blue Cross Blue Shield (“BCBS”) reported the number of
BCBS members diagnosed with opioid use disorder
declined from 6.2 in 1,000 people in 2016, to 5.9 in
1,000 people in 2017. Additionally, the number of filled
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opioid prescriptions decreased by 29 percent between
2013 and 2017, and the number of people who filled at
least one opioid prescription throughout the year also
decreased from 20 percent in 2013 to 15 percent in
2017. The report did not take into account BCBS
members diagnosed with cancer, or patients
undergoing palliative or hospice care. Trent Haywood,
Senior Vice President and Chief Medical Officer for
BCBS Association, states that he is encouraged by these
findings, but remains vigilant in ensuring access to care
for those suffering from opioid use disorder.

Houser, Kristin. (2018, July 13). We May Have Reached a
Turning Point in the Opioid Crisis, Report Implies.
Retrieved
from
https://futurism.com/opioid-usedisorder-decline/
Within Opioid Misuse Epidemic, Infectious Disease
Epidemic Emerges
According to participants in a National Academies of
Sciences, Engineering, and Medicine (“NSEM”)
workshop
–
"Integrating
Infectious
Disease
Considerations with Response to the Opioid Epidemic,"
a new epidemic of Hepatitis C, HIV, and other infections
are emerging from the opioid epidemic. In the Annals
of Internal Medicine, the workshop’s participants wrote
that action is urgently needed to address this combined
threat. Dr. Sandra A. Springer, from the Yale School of
© 2018 Lumina Analytics, LLC. No claim to original U.S. Government Works or cited materials.

Medicine, stated that opioid use disorder is similar to
other medical disorders, in that people can fully recover
from dependency through screening and approved
medication. Dr. Springer and her colleagues from
NSEM convened the workshop to address these
intersecting epidemics.

Boggs, Will MD. (2018, July 13). Within opioid abuse
epidemic, infectious disease epidemic emerges.
Retrieved
from
https://www.aol.com/article/news/2018/07/13/withinopioid-abuse-epidemic-infectious-disease-epidemicemerges/23481798/
Attorney General Sessions Discusses Opioid Crisis
The United States Attorney General Jeff Sessions joined
Uttam Dhillon, the new Acting Director of the Drug
Enforcement Administration (“DEA”), and the United
States Attorney for Maine, Halsey Frank, in Portland,
Maine to discuss the opioid crisis. According to
Sessions, approximately 64,000 individuals nationwide
died from drug-induced overdosing in 2016. Sessions
stated that the drug epidemic is a priority for the Trump
administration, as fentanyl is worsening the crisis. He
concluded that implemented law enforcement can
reduce drug dependency by disrupting the supply
chain, ultimately saving lives.
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Attorney General Sessions discusses opioid crisis.
(2018,
July
14).
Retrieved
from http://www.blueridgenow.com/news/20180713/a
ttorney-general-sessions-discusses-opioid-crisis
The Opioid Prescribing Problem
As hospitals across the nation have changed their
opioid distributing policies in the last few years, doctors
and prescribers may be accountable for overcorrecting,
withholding opioids from patients who are in need of
them, leading people to seek alternative methods for
pain management medication. As the number of
prescription-related overdoses and deaths continues
to increase, doctors, hospitals, and pharmacies should
confront the issue through new policies and improved
training.

The Opioid Prescribing Problem. (2018, July 14).
Retrieved
from http://www.virginiamn.com/opinion/the-opioidprescribing-problem/article_25352570-87bc-11e8b8c6-6bf8c4ae4bb7.html
Medicare Part D Struggles with Opioid Epidemic,
Overprescribing Concerns
According to a report from the Inspector General of the
Department of Health and Human Services (“DHHS“),
Medicare Part D, a program designed to help seniors
afford drug prescriptions, is generating concern for
© 2018 Lumina Analytics, LLC. No claim to original U.S. Government Works or cited materials.

overprescribing. The report addresses a number of
situations in which the level of prescriptions for
patients created an increased risk of overdose.
According to the report, about 4.9 million Medicare
Part D beneficiaries received opioids for three or more
months in 2017. Additionally, nearly 58,000 patients
received opioids with prescription levels two-and-a-half
times the recommended dosage, putting them at risk
of opioid misuse or overdose. Though the report
concludes that opioid use among beneficiaries has
decreased slightly, overprescribing remains a concern.

Shepherd, Todd. (2018, July 15). Medicare Part D
Struggles with Opioid Epidemic, Overprescribing
Concerns.
Retrieved
from http://freebeacon.com/issues/medicare-part-dstruggles-opioid-epidemic-overprescribing-concerns/
Pennsylvania Works to Combat Opioid Crisis
Governor Tom Wolf of Pennsylvania renewed a 90-day
‘disaster emergency’ declaration for the opioid
epidemic for the second time, intended to push
initiatives to fight the epidemic without interruption.
The first of three bills being pushed forward, Senate Bill
1001, allows the Department of Health to declare a
public health emergency, giving the department
authority to waive and/or create regulations, track and
treat illnesses, and allow public workers to provide

28

treatment to control the emergency. These regulations
would not only apply to opioids, but any health crisis
believed to be caused by a bioterrorist event. The bill is
currently in the House Health Committee, awaiting a
vote. The second bill, Senate Bill 978, gives hospice staff
authority to dispose of unused prescription drugs after
a patient dies. Lastly, House Bill 17 gives parents the
ability to have the final say in substance use situations
involving their children under 18 years of age.

Thornton, Lasherica. (2018, July 15). Pa. works to
combat opioid crisis.
Retrieved
from http://www.altoonamirror.com/uncategorized/20
18/07/pa-works-to-combat-opioid-crisis/
Tuscarawas County Health Department Launches
Vivitrol Program
Ohio’s Tuscarawas County Health Department is
launching a four-phase program to help individuals
with drug or alcohol dependency this September.
Vivitrol, a medication that has the ability to block the
effects of opioids, will be used in the treatment
program. The four-phase program is scheduled over
the course of 12 months. After completing the initial
four phases, all individuals will be placed in a 24-week
aftercare/monitoring phase. The phases have standard
guidelines, clearly outlining what needs to be
accomplished in order to advance to the next phase.
© 2018 Lumina Analytics, LLC. No claim to original U.S. Government Works or cited materials.

Baker, Jon. (2018, July 15). Tuscarawas County Health
Department launches Vivitrol program. Retrieved
from http://www.timesreporter.com/news/20180715/t
uscarawas-county-health-department-launchesvivitrol-program
Construction Workers Hit Hard by Opioid Epidemic Here's What One Trade Group Is Doing About It
According to a 2015 survey from the Substance Abuse
and Mental Health Administration Services, 11.6
percent of construction workers used illicit drugs for
pain management in 2015. Jon O'Brian, Executive
Director of Keystone Contractors Association, created
an opioid awareness campaign after learning that
many young construction workers were overdosing on
heroin. O'Brian decided to make the week of July 22
"Construction
Opioid
Awareness
Week"
in
Pennsylvania. For this awareness week, Keystone
Contractors Association is partnering with local police
to collect unused prescription medication from
construction workers and will feature a talk about
common work-related risks from opioid use, employee
assistance benefit programs for dependency, and how
to discuss opioid usage with physicians.

Cook, Harrison. (2018, July 16). Construction workers hit
hard by opioid epidemic — Here's what 1 trade group
is
doing
about
it.
Retrieved
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Emergency Physicians Offer Recommendations for
Identifying and Managing Opioid Use Disorder
According to a clinical review article published in the
Annals of Emergency Medicine, physicians have been
taking measures to address the opioid crisis, which is
affecting emergency departments (“EDs”) nationwide.
Authors of the review focused on evidence-based best
practices for treating opioid use disorder (“OUD”). After
assessing current ED protocols for caring for patients
diagnosed with OUD, investigators formulated four
recommendations to identify individuals with OUD,
treat acute withdrawal syndrome, implement
medication-assisted therapy, and transition patients
into outpatient care. The authors conclude that as
opioid misuse remains a challenge for physicians,
supporting and educating them to manage OUD with
proven techniques, as well as providing a swift
transition to outpatient services, are both necessary for
improving the state of the opioid epidemic.

Kenton County Jail Launches Opioid Treatment and ReEntry Program
Kentucky’s Kenton County Jail, in partnership with the
Hazelden Betty Ford Foundation, is launching the
Comprehensive Opioid Response with Twelve Steps
(“COR-12”) program for inmates suffering from opioid
dependency. The plan includes 90 days of residential
treatment, followed by six months of aftercare, and job
training. According to the Director of Addiction Services
for the Kenton County Detention Center, Jason Merrick,
the county is seeking grants to fund the $2 millionprogram, which they plan to launch in September.
Merrick expects to reach 300 individuals over three
years. The program is voluntary and is implemented
with the court system.

Rothbard, Gary. (2018, July 16). Emergency Physicians
Offer Recommendations for Identifying and Managing
Opioid
Use
Disorder.
Retrieved
from
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Weingartner, Tana. (2018, July 16). Kenton County Jail
Launches Opioid Treatment And Re-Entry Program.
Retrieved from http://wvxu.org/post/kenton-countyjail-launches-opioid-treatment-and-re-entryprogram#stream/0
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Maine Lawmakers in Special Session Finally Respond to
Opioid Crisis
Three new laws addressing Maine’s opioid crisis moved
forward this month. The first bill funds the creation of
a $6.6 million “hub-and-spoke” initiative to provide
treatment and prevent relapse. The second legislation
establishes a $75,000 needle-exchange program, a
harm reduction method intended to prevent infectious
diseases and generate new points for entry to
treatment and recovery programs. Finally, a third bill
will provide defendants who have either plead guilty, or
have been found guilty, of drug- or alcohol- related
offenses, with access to treatment or self-help groups.
Once admitted by the court, participants will be
required to meet with the presiding judicial officer
every week and maintain regular contact with their case
managers and probation officers.

Thistle, Scott. (2018, July 16). Maine lawmakers in
special session finally respond to opioid crisis.
Retrieved
from
http://www.pressherald.com/2018/07/16/lawmakersin-special-session-finally-responded-to-opioid-crisis/
New Jersey Mulls Expansion of Medical Marijuana
Program to Treat Addiction
New Jersey Department of Health (“DOH”)
Commissioner, Shereef Elnahal, said that he is
© 2018 Lumina Analytics, LLC. No claim to original U.S. Government Works or cited materials.

considering expanding the state’s medical marijuana
program to include opioid dependency as a qualifying
condition, but experts have voiced concern. According
to psychologist and addiction expert, Dr. Harris
Stratyner, there is insufficient evidence that the use of
marijuana will prevent individuals from using heroin or
other opioids, and that marijuana may still trigger
opioid dependency. This March, the DOH added five
qualifying conditions for medical marijuana, including
anxiety, migraines, and chronic pain. Approximately
10,000 new patients have been added to the current
medical marijuana program since Governor Phil
Murphy’s term began, with total enrollment amounting
to over 25,000 people.

Opioid Epidemic: New Jersey Mulls Expansion Of
Medical Marijuana Program To Treat Addiction. (2018,
July
16).
Retrieved
from https://newyork.cbslocal.com/2018/07/16/newjersey-medical-marijuana-opioid-addiction-treatment/
Ventura Law Donates $20,000 in the Fight Against the
Opioid Epidemic in Our Communities
Ventura Law, a law firm in Danbury, Connecticut,
donated $20,000 to the Western Connecticut Health
Network (“WCHN”), to combat the opioid epidemic.
Ventura Law helps build robust communities by
supporting organizations and initiatives that positively
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impact Fairfield County and the state. The donated
funds will provide Narcan to vulnerable community
members. Ventura Law CEO, Attorney Agostinho,
stated that the firm values and applauds the WCHN’s
work in combatting this epidemic.

Ventura Law Donates $20,000 in the Fight Against the
Opioid Epidemic in Our Communities. (2018, July 16).
Retrieved
from
http://markets.businessinsider.com/news/stocks/vent
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Activist: Opioid Epidemic Has Been Painted As a Health
Crisis for the White Community
Recent statistics from the New York State Department
of Corrections and Community Supervision show that
72 percent of inmates in New York’s prison system are
African American or Hispanic and 13 percent are
incarcerated for drug-related crimes. Alice Green is an
African American activist and the Executive Director for
the Center for Law and Justice, a non-profit civil rights
organization she founded in 1985. Green said that
while opioid dependency is regarded as a public health
crisis for the white community, it is still regarded as a
crime for the black community. As public officials tackle
the opioid epidemic, Green is working to bring
awareness to, and gather resources for, the black
© 2018 Lumina Analytics, LLC. No claim to original U.S. Government Works or cited materials.

community, which is also suffering from opioid
dependency.

McCloy, Anne. (2018, July 17). Activist: Opioid epidemic
has been painted as a health crisis for the white
community.
Retrieved
from http://cbs6albany.com/news/dose-ofreality/activist-opioid-epidemic-has-been-painted-as-ahealth-crisis-for-the-white-community
Burlington City Council Votes to Explore Safe Injection
Sites
The Burlington City Council in Vermont passed a
resolution exploring the idea of implementing a safe
injection site, where individuals can inject pre-obtained
drugs under medical supervision. According to Jackie
Corbally, the city’s Opioid Policy Manager, these sites
can help decrease criminal behavior and the number of
overdoses, increase treatment access, and reduce the
number of needles in public spaces. However, legality
of implementing safe injection sites is being
questioned, even though 90 percent of the 74 syringe
exchange clients at Safe Recovery, a treatment
program in Burlington, say they would use it.

Powell, Avery. (2018, July 17). Burlington City Council
votes to explore safe injection sites. Retrieved
from http://www.wcax.com/content/news/Burlington-
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Democrats Push for Investments Using Rainy Day Fund
Ohio Governor John Kasich announced a new deposit
into the Rainy Day Fund, increasing the total to nearly
$2.7 billion. However, Democratic leaders are
requesting that the state release some of the funds.
Senator Joe Schiavoni has proposed a bill to allocate 10
percent of the funds toward opioid addiction treatment
and recovery. Schiavoni has also advised using the
savings toward universal preschool and infrastructure.
However, the Ohio General Assembly must pass
legislation to approve of spending or transfer of the
funds.

Chow, Andy. (2018, July 17). Dems Push For Investments
Using
Rainy
Day
Fund.
Retrieved
from http://wvxu.org/post/dems-push-investmentsusing-rainy-day-fund#stream/0
Evolving Opioid Epidemic Poses Challenge for Public
Health Officials
On July 17, health officials and experts at a POLITICO
Pro Summit discussed how the opioid epidemic could
be transforming into a more dangerous threat, as
cocaine and marijuana are increasingly laced with
synthetic opioids. According to Nora Volkow, Director
of the National Institute on Drug Abuse, many
© 2018 Lumina Analytics, LLC. No claim to original U.S. Government Works or cited materials.

overdoses involve a combination of drugs. Jeanmarie
Perrone, Director of Medical Toxicology at the
Perelman School of Medicine at the University of
Pennsylvania, said that the possibility that drug dealers
are supporting customers’ opioid dependency to
expand their businesses is most concerning.

Goldberg, Dan. (2018, July 17). Evolving opioid epidemic
poses challenge for public health officials. Retrieved
from https://www.politico.com/story/2018/07/17/opioi
d-epidemic-challenge-pro-summit-725976
Cumberland Farms Pitches in to Help People Affected
by Opioid Epidemic
Cumberland Farms, a chain of convenience stores,
recently opened a new storefront in Middleton,
Massachusetts. The grand opening included the kickoff
of a fundraiser for ‘Hope is Our Goal’, a local
organization that provides assistance for individuals
and families affected by the opioid epidemic. Members
of Hope is Our Goals, as well as Middleton Town
Administrator, Andy Sheehan, attended.

Cumberland Farms pitches in to help people affected
by opioid epidemic. (2018, July 18). Retrieved
from http://middleton.wickedlocal.com/news/2018071
8/cumberland-farms-pitches-in-to-help-peopleaffected-by-opioid-epidemic
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Event Held to Decide Areas of Focus Regional and
Statewide in Opioid Epidemic
On July 18, ‘The One Life Project’ event was held at the
Bangor Arts Exchange in Maine to discuss ways to
address the opioid crisis regionally and statewide.
Health
care
professionals,
law
enforcement,
lawmakers, and individuals directly affected by the
crisis gathered at the event, which was initially inspired
by Garrett Brown, a young man who publicly shared his
struggle with drug use in hope to help save others.
Following the discussion, attendees voted for the
initiatives they thought were most urgent in providing
help to those affected by the crisis.

Tadlock, Emily. (2018, July 18). Event held to decide
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of
focus
regional
and
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in opioid epidemic.
Retrieved
from http://www.wabi.tv/content/news/Event-held-todecide-areas-of-focus-regionall-and-statewide-inopioid-epidemic-488569711.html
How Your Primary Care Doctor Could Become Essential
to Battling Opioid Crisis
Dr. Michael Mendoza, the Monroe County Health
Commissioner in Rochester, New York, is trying to
better equip doctors to handle the opioid crisis.
According to him, qualifying more primary doctors to
prescribe Suboxone can lead to earlier intervention,
© 2018 Lumina Analytics, LLC. No claim to original U.S. Government Works or cited materials.

save more lives, and prevent relapses. Mendoza said
that Suboxone can be used as a replacement for
narcotics and can lessen dependency for those who
misuse stronger drugs.

Jubenville, Tanner. (2018, July 18). How your primary
care doctor could become essential to battling the
opioid
crisis.
Retrieved
from https://13wham.com/news/local/how-yourprimary-care-doctor-could-become-essential-tobattling-opioid-crisis
Illinois Attorney General Candidate Talks About Opioid
Epidemic in Rockford
Erika Harold, a candidate for Illinois Attorney General,
visited Rockford, Illinois to discuss the opioid epidemic.
She met with city and county leaders to discuss
approaches on fighting the epidemic in Illinois
communities, and also visited the Rosecrance Health
Network to learn about programs that could be
implemented across the state.

Crowley, Kristin. (2018, July 18). IL Attorney General
candidate talks about opioid epidemic in Rockford.
Retrieved
from http://www.wrex.com/story/38669691/2018/07/T
uesday/il-attorney-general-candidate-talks-aboutopioid-epidemic-in-rockford
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Number of Doctors Prescribing Opiates in Vermont,
New Hampshire Greatly Reduced
According to a new report from the Blue Cross Blue
Shield Association (“BCBS”), Vermont may be seeing
progress in effectively combatting the opioid crisis. The
report focuses on opioid prescriptions and misuse
among BCBS members across the country. The report
shows that physicians in Vermont and New Hampshire
are prescribing fewer opioids since the Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention (“CDC”) released its
new guidelines. In the states, there was a 41 percent
decrease in opioid prescription between 2013 and
2017, compared to a 29 percent decrease nationwide.
The state of Vermont created its own prescribing
guidelines, which assigned a specific dosage based on
the severity of pain. Dr. Stephen Leffler, Chief
Population Health and Quality Officer for the Hospital
Network, said that in the last two years, the University
of Vermont Medical Center (“UVM”) has reduced the
number of providers who are prescribing more than 50
opiates to any patient in half.

Powell, Avery. (2018, July 18). Number of doctors
prescribing opiates in Vt., NH greatly reduced.
Retrieved
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Overcoming Data-Sharing Challenges in the Opioid
Epidemic
Published on July 18, Overcoming Data-Sharing
Challenges in the Opioid Epidemic reviews recent
changes to the 42 CFR Part 2 regulations. The paper
analyzes how 42 CFR Part 2 regulations apply to
primary care practices seeking to expand access to
substance use disorder (“SUD”) treatment, and how
providers nationwide are navigating the guidelines.
According to federal confidentiality rules, SUD
providers and primary care practices must balance the
privacy protections in Part 2 with their efforts to
integrate and coordinate care. While the paper focuses
on care for opioid use disorder, it is applicable to all
SUD care.

Belfort, Robert., & Dworkowitz, Alex. (2018, July 18).
Overcoming Data-Sharing Challenges in the Opioid
Epidemic.
Retrieved
from https://www.chcf.org/publication/overcomingdata-sharing-challenges-opioid-epidemic/
UYLC to Host Lunch and Learn on the Opioid Epidemic
On August 8, the Upriver Youth Leadership Council
(“UYLC”) will host a ‘Lunch and Learn’ presentation on
the opioid epidemic in Kamiah, Idaho. The UYLC will
present a free showing of Dying in Vein: The Opiate
Generation, an exploration of opiate and heroin
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dependency. The documentary gives an account of
several individuals directly affected by the drug crisis,
and delves into the impact of socioeconomic class on
the treatment system. After the showing, a discussion
will examine how policymakers, public health
advocates, physicians, and individuals can take action
against the epidemic. The event is sponsored by the
UYLC in partnership with Kamiah Arnzen’s Drug and the
Idaho Office of Drug Policy Block Grant Program.

UYLC to host Lunch and Learn on the Opioid Epidemic.
(2018,
July
18).
Retrieved
from http://www.clearwatertribune.com/news/commu
nity_news/uylc-to-host-lunch-and-learn-on-the-opioidepidemic/article_0cf3c39e-8ab0-11e8-857dcf94b11b2919.html
Foster Families Open Homes to Kids Affected by Opioid
Crisis
In Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, babies and children
increasingly placed in the foster care system is a major
consequence of the opioid crisis. A nonprofit called
‘Kids Peace’, which trains prospective or new foster
parents, stated that 95 percent of children are referred
to the organization because their parents are
dependent on drugs, a figure which was only 10
percent a couple of years ago.
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Han, Nydia. (2018, July 19). Foster families open homes
to kids affected by opioid crisis. Retrieved from
http://6abc.com/health/foster-families-open-homesto-kids-affected-by-opioid-crisis/3790213/
Oregon Health Authority Grapples with Patients’
Chronic Pain in Opioid Crisis
In an effort to reduce opioid dependency, the Oregon
Health Authority (“OHA”) is considering a policy to
strictly limit the access chronic pain patients have to
opioids
through
the
Oregon
Health
Plan.
Recommended by OHA’s Chronic Pain Task Force, the
program would limit prescriptions to treat certain pain
conditions to short-acting opioids prescribed for seven
days or less. Jonathan Modie, an OHA spokesman,
explained the organization’s goal is to ensure that
patients have more non-pharmacological options, such
as acupuncture and chiropractic care. However, state
residents are not in full agreement: A group of patients
with
chronic
pain
conditions
organized
a
demonstration outside the OHA office on July 19,
vocalizing that the proposal shows a lack of empathy
for those living with chronic pain.

Achen, Paris. (2018, July 19). OHA grapples with
patients’ chronic pain v. opioid crisis. Retrieved from
http://www.bluemountaineagle.com/bme/capital-
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bureau/20180719/oha-grapples-with-patients-chronicpain-v-opioid-crisis
State of Addiction: Mayor Fischer Addresses Opioid
Crisis
Officials in Kentucky’s Metro Louisville state that the
area is seeing fewer overdose deaths due to fire
fighters using Narcan when called for an overdose.
Captain Brian O’Neill of the Louisville Metro Fire
Department attended the second meeting of the South
Louisville Task Force on Opioids, and stated that in the
first six months of 2018, firefighters administered 300
doses of Narcan. This is a decline compared to over 800
doses given out in 2017. Louisville Mayor Greg Fischer
also expressed that the number of year-to-year
overdose deaths is also decreasing, with 112 reported
deaths in the first six months of 2018.

Adams, Lauren. (2018, July 19). STATE OF ADDICTION:
Mayor Fischer addresses opioid crisis. Retrieved from
http://www.wlky.com/article/state-of-addiction-mayorfischer-addresses-opioid-crisis/22489050
Workshop Helps Grandparents Raising Children in
Midst of Opioid Crisis
On July 18, the Penta Career Center in Wood County,
Ohio held a workshop where grandparents learned
how to raise children whose parents are unable to
support them due to opioid dependency. The lack of
© 2018 Lumina Analytics, LLC. No claim to original U.S. Government Works or cited materials.

financial support as well as medical and legal resources
is a major concern many grandparents face when
raising grandchildren. Experts suggest that speaking
with people who are in similar situations can offer
emotional support. Sam Burnett of the Grandparents
Raising Grandkids Foundation said that once the
grandparents found that other people were addressing
the same issues, they felt drastically better. The
attendees benefitted from all the organizations in the
workshop.

Steigerwald, Amy. (2018, July 19). Workshop helps
grandparents raising children in midst of opioid crisis.
Retrieved
from http://www.wtol.com/story/38678444/workshophelps-grandparents-raising-children-in-midst-ofopioid-crisis
Alaska Plans to Spend Government Funds on IndianaMade Addiction Treatment Device
The Alaska Department of Labor and Workforce
Development announced that it will use a portion of a
$1.3 million federal grant to purchase the ‘Bridge’, a
device made in Indiana used in opioid dependency
treatment. The device attaches around a patient’s ear
and stimulates nerves to reduce symptoms associated
with opioid withdrawal. However, experts on drug
dependency argue that the device has not been studied
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thoroughly. The state of Alaska plans to monitor
patients who receive the device to measure long-term
success.

Harper, Jake. (2018, July 20). Alaska Plans To Spend
Government Funds On Indiana-Made Addiction
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Device.
Retrieved
from https://www.wfyi.org/news/articles/alaska-plansto-spend-government-funds-on-indiana-madeaddiction-treatment-device
Could Botox Cousin Combat the Opioid Epidemic?
According to a study published on July 18 in the Science
Translation Medicine, a modified type of botulinum
toxin, commonly known as botox, may develop into a
safer alternative to opioids for treating chronic pain.
Researchers deconstructed the botulinum molecule,
and reassembled it with an opioid called dermorphin.
The resulting compound, Derm-BOT, silenced pain
signals from neurons in the spinal cords of mice,
providing evidence for successful long-term pain relief
for up to four months. Whether the compound would
produce the same results in humans is not yet known.
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How the Opioid Crisis Is Affecting Seniors
On July 18, hundreds of people gathered at Penta
Career Center in Perrysburg, Ohio for the ‘Opioid Crisis
Workshop: The Unseen Impact on Older Adults.’
Throughout the five-hour workshop, the speakers
touched on a number of topics related to the crisis,
including the neurology of dependency. Pharmacist
Ireatha Hollie noted that keeping outdated medicine is
a potential danger to seniors, and other challenges
associated with drug dependency include a change in
family dynamics, losing productivity, and physiological
problems.

Ryan, Bill. (2018, July 20). How the opioid crisis is
affecting seniors. Retrieved from http://www.senttrib.com/community/how-the-opioid-crisis-is-affectingseniors/article_c1b60cb8-8c15-11e8-b31e7b685368bf70.html
Medical Experts Host Opioid Crisis Conference in
Asheville
On July 19, medical experts, partnered with the
Mountain Area Health Education Center (“MAHEC”) and
Mission Health, hosted an opioid crisis conference in
South Asheville, North Carolina. The featured panel
discussed the current state of the crisis, focusing on the
ethics of opioid treatment and prescriptions. Students
and members of the medical community were able to
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ask the panel questions. Dr. William Hathaway, the
Chief Medical Officer of Mission Health, said this event
provided a chance to gather, share experiences,
address challenges, and deliberate solutions.

Medical experts host opioid crisis conference in
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Retrieved
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Maine's Spotty Response to Opioid Epidemic Isn't
Working
Examining the state of sober living homes in Maine
shows that they are not being regulated efficiently.
Since the sober living homes are not licensed by the
state or by the federal government, there is no master
list of the state’s recovery homes and there is a lack of
information about who operates these homes, where
they are located, the services they are providing, and
what they are charging. Further, a bill from Senator
Shenna Bellows that would have created state
certification for sober living homes and establish better
standards was left unfunded last session.

Our View: Maine’s spotty response to opioid epidemic
isn’t working. (2018, July 20). Retrieved from
https://www.pressherald.com/2018/07/20/our-viewmaines-spotty-response-to-opioid-epidemic-isntworking/
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Chronic Pain Advocates in Oregon Protest New State
Opioid Policy
Chronic pain patients, advocates, and family members,
protested against the Oregon Health Authority for its
proposal to severely limit chronic pain patients’ access
to opioids through the Oregon Health Plan. The Oregon
Health Evidence Review Commission (“HERC”) and its
subcommittee, Value-based Benefits Subcommittee
(“VbBS”), are planning to submit their proposed
changes to Medicaid soon, including discontinuation of
long-term opioids for chronic pain and fibromyalgia.
The changes include a forced taper for all chronic pain
patients on opioids within a year, and alternative
treatments, such as cognitive behavioral therapy
(“CBT”), will replace opioid prescriptions. Organizers of
the event stated that the lack of transparency by the
VsBS has made it difficult to track the development of
the new guidelines.

Coghlan, Ed. (2018, July 21). Chronic Pain Advocates in
Oregon Protest New State Opioid Policy. Retrieved from
http://nationalpainreport.com/chronic-painadvocates-in-oregon-protest-new-state-opioid-policy8836794.html
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Medical Students Protest OxyContin Maker at Harvard
Art Museum
On July 20, dozens of Harvard University medical
students joined artist and activist Nan Goldin and her
advocacy group, Prescription Addiction Intervention
Now (“P.A.I.N.”), at the Harvard Art Museum. They
gathered to protest against the Sackler family, which
founded Purdue Pharmaceuticals, producer of
OxyContin. The late Arthur M. Sackler donated
significant amounts of money to the Harvard Art
Museum and other art galleries. After an overdose,
Goldin founded the advocacy group P.A.I.N. to raise
awareness of the opioid crisis by targeting art galleries
and schools that have accepted funding from the
Sackler family.

Wallau, Ruby. (2018, July 21). Medical students protest
OxyContin maker at Harvard art museum. Retrieved
from
http://cambridge.wickedlocal.com/news/20180721/me
dical-students-protest-oxycontin-maker-at-harvardart-museum
St. Paul Starts New Syringe Exchange Program
St. Paul, Minnesota opened a new syringe exchange
program based in Ramsey County's main clinic. Visitors
can obtain clean syringes, as well as safe injection kits
that contain tourniquets and cookers. Hilary Zander,
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who runs the service, said that they also provide HIV
and Hepatitis C tests and naloxone. The county
received a five-year grant to run the syringe exchange
program; $125,000 will be granted to the program
annually.

St. Paul Starts New Syringe Exchange Program. (2018,
July
21).
Retrieved
from https://www.wdio.com/news/saint-paul-syringeexchange-program/4997483/
Letter: Huizenga Helping with Opioid Epidemic
The House of Representatives recently passed a
comprehensive package of legislation to address the
opioid epidemic. The bill expands treatment and
recovery options, addresses ways to prevent opioid
misuse, and prevents dangerous drugs, such as
fentanyl, from entering the country. The bill was passed
with strong bipartisan support, 395 to 14.

Letter: Huizenga helping with opioid epidemic. (2018,
July
22).
Retrieved
from http://www.hollandsentinel.com/news/20180722
/letter-huizenga-helping-with-opioid-epidemic
NH Seeks Public Input on How to Spend $23M to Fight
Opioid Epidemic
On July 23, the New Hampshire Department of Health
and Human Services (“DHHS”) hosted a public hearing
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in Concord, New Hampshire. The hearing sought public
input for a proposal submission to the Substance
Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration
(“SAMHSA”) for the State Opioid Response (“SOR”)
grant. DHHS is eligible for up to $23 million to increase
access to medication-assisted treatment (“MAT”) and
reduce unmet treatment needs and opioid overdoserelated deaths. DHHS Commissioner, Jeffrey A. Meyers,
stated that he looks forward to expanding evidencebased programs to meet the needs of those struggling
with addiction.

Dandurant, Karen. (2018, July 22). NH seeks public input
on how to spend $23M to fight opioid epidemic.
Retrieved
from http://www.seacoastonline.com/news/20180722/
nh-seeks-public-input-on-how-to-spend-23m-to-fightopioid-epidemic
What State Lawmakers Are Doing to Combat Opioid
Crisis
New York lawmakers, including Senator Fred Akshar,
are taking steps to combat the epidemic with funding
and legislation. The senator is supporting funding for
increased treatment programs in the state's jails. The
program will be piloted in 17 counties throughout the
state this year.
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Blount County Working to Battle Opioid Epidemic in
County Jail
Leaders of Tennessee’s Blount County are working to
end overcrowding in the county jail. Blount County
Mayor, Ed Mitchell, said that most inmates are victims
of the opioid epidemic. He is proposing a new
“transitional facility” with a focus on rehabilitation. The
program will help inmates battling with drug
dependency redevelop critical life skills and gradually
transition back into society. The county jail staff hopes
to have the proposal on a county commission agenda
in the next few months.

Smith, Shannon. (2018, July 23). Blount County working
to battle opioid epidemic in county jail. Retrieved
from https://www.wbir.com/article/news/local/blountcounty-working-to-battle-opioid-epidemic-in-countyjail/51-576872923
Assistant Secretary for Health Talks Tennessee Opioid
Epidemic
On July 24, Admiral Brett Giroir, Assistant Secretary for
Health at the United States Department of Health and
Human Services (“DHHS”), spoke as part of a panel on
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improving outcomes for families affected by the opioid
epidemic. He was joined at Vanderbilt University by
doctors from the university, representatives from the
Center for Child Health Policy, and the Commissioner
for Public Health. Giroir stated that Tennessee ranks
above average compared to other states in numbers of
opioid overdoses and children born with dependency,
and that the opioid epidemic is the most critical public
health crisis of our time.

Mojica, Adrian. (2018, July 24). Assistant Secretary for
Health talks Tennessee opioid epidemic. Retrieved
from https://fox17.com/news/local/assistantsecretary-for-health-talks-tennessee-opioid-epidemic
Hospital Responds to Opioid Epidemic
Sentara Halifax Behavioral Health in Southern Virginia
is offering an intensive outpatient program (“IOP”) for
individuals recovering from opioid dependency. The
program allows individuals to receive therapy with
minimal disruption to their lives as they develop a firm
understanding of drug dependency recovery and an
ability to identify triggers that may lead to relapse.
Further, the IOP is staffed by mental health
professionals, including licensed therapists and a
psychiatric nurse practitioner. For patients with more
advanced drug dependency, the Sentara Halifax
Behavioral Health Manager, Mary Jane Collie, and her
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staff have established a partial hospitalization program
(“PHP”) in Southside Virginia. Collie projects the PHP will
receive its first patients in the last quarter of 2018.

Hospital responds to opioid epidemic. (2018, July 24).
Retrieved
from
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Johns Hopkins Releases List of Recommendations to
Help Delaware's Opioid Crisis
A team at Johns Hopkins University released a report
on Delaware’s opioid crisis after 14 months of research.
In the report, the team provides four recommendations
to strengthen the state’s opioid use disorder treatment
system, including increasing the treatment system’s
capacity;
prioritizing
treatment
for
high-risk
populations; creating incentives for quality care; and
using data to create, reform, and monitor progress.
Delaware Governor John Carney stated that the report
is an important step forward in helping individuals
acquire the treatment needed for recovery.

Panetta, Kyleigh. (2018, July 24). Johns Hopkins releases
list of recommendations to help Delaware's opioid
crisis.
Retrieved
from http://www.wmdt.com/news/johns-hopkins-
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MGMA: Six Ways Medical Practices Can Combat Opioid
Epidemic
A new report by the Medical Group Management
Association (“MGMA”) identifies best practices and
challenges in coping with the country’s opioid epidemic
based on survey responses and interviews with 43
practice managers across the country. MGMA
recommends six principles for best practices when
developing or modifying an opioid prescription policy.
These practices include considering alternatives to
opioids; having a plan to discontinue opioid therapy;
educating patients and periodically evaluating opioid
use; prescribing proper doses of opioids for proper
durations; checking state prescription drug monitoring
programs; and being prepared to handle patient who
misuse opioids. An MGMA Stat poll last November
found that 83 percent of providers have made efforts
to tighten protocols on prescribing opioids. Further, 61
percent of the providers who prescribe opioids educate
patients on the potential misuse of opioids.

Portland-Area Healthcare Group Making Some
Progress in Fight Against Opioid Use and Addiction
According to a recent report by the Academy of Family
Medicine, opioid painkiller prescriptions have
decreased by 22 percent over the last five years.
Specifically, in the Portland area, Adventist Healthcare
has seen an 18 percent reduction in prescription
among its providers in the past calendar year.
According to Dr. Ralph Prows, Adventist's Chief Medical
Officer, the company had to implement guidelines on
how to prescribe medications and when not to.

Finnegan, Joanne. (2018, July 24). MGMA: 6 ways
medical practices can combat opioid epidemic.
Retrieved
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Gutierrez, Simon. (2018, July 24). Portland-area
healthcare
group
making
some
progress
in fight against opioid use and addiction. Retrieved
from http://www.kptv.com/story/38712111/portlandarea-healthcare-group-making-some-progress-in-fightagainst-opioid-use-and-addiction
Camden County Officials Meet to Counter Opioid
Epidemic
On July 24, law enforcement officers and local officials
gathered in Camden County, New Jersey to participate
in Attorney General Gurbir Grewal’s ‘21st Century
Community Policing Project.’ Officials discussed efforts
within the county to combat the opioid epidemic, as
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well as challenges and innovations that have risen from
it. Under the Attorney General's initiative, each county
prosecutor is responsible for organizing and hosting a
public meeting with community leaders quarterly.
Grewal hopes the meetings will help build a bridge
between the community and those who serve it.

Camden County Officials Meet to Counter Opioid
Epidemic.
(2018,
July
25).
Retrieved
from http://www.snjtoday.com/story/38719831/camde
n-county-officials-meet-to-counter-opioid-epidemic
Grant Supplies Kentucky State Police With Another Tool
to Combat Opioid Epidemic
With the help of a $25,000 grant from Passport Health
Plan, a non-profit managed care organization serving
Kentucky, the Kentucky State Police (“KSP”) received
fentanyl response kits to combat the opioid epidemic.
The response kits include Tyvek suits, respirator masks,
protective gloves, safety glasses, and a portable gear
bag. These items will help officers avoid contact with
dangerous drugs, such as fentanyl, which according to
KSP Commissioner, Rick Sanders, is seen by county
officers daily. The gear is supplied by Grainger, Inc., and
will be issued to all sworn units through the KSP supply
branch. Passport Health Plan's Chief Operating Officer,
Carl Felix, said that Passport's mission is to improve the
health and quality of life for all of Kentucky’s residents.
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to combat opioid epidemic. (2018, July 25). Retrieved
from
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Indiana Supreme Court Holds Statewide Opioid
Summit
Hundreds of county leaders from across Indiana
attended ‘The Statewide Opioid Summit: A MedicationAssisted Treatment and Addictions Primer for Justice
Professionals’ at the Indianapolis Convention Center.
The event, sponsored by the Indiana Supreme Court,
focuses on the science behind drug dependency,
treatment options, and tools for communities to use in
fighting the epidemic. Teams of judges, prosecutors,
defense attorneys, law enforcement officers,
community leaders, and medical professionals,
represented each of Indiana's 92 counties. The sessions
included topics on the legal implications of
dependency, treating inmates, and helping families
affected by the crisis. The Indiana Supreme Court said
that because of the dramatic rise in opioid dependency,
it is essential for leaders to work together to fight the
opioid crisis.

Thelen, Colby. (2018, July 25). Indiana Supreme Court
holds statewide opioid summit. Retrieved from
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https://fox59.com/2018/07/25/indiana-supreme-courtholds-statewide-opioid-summit/
Leadership Team Helps Employers Fight Opioid Crisis
Various Indiana organizations are coming together to
combat the state’s opioid crisis. The Rx Abuse
Leadership Initiative (“RALI”) will issue its first grant of
$25,000 to the Indiana Chamber and Council for
Wellness of Indiana’s Workforce Recovery Initiative. The
grant will help employers prevent substance use
disorder and further support treatment for substance
use disorders among employees. RALI Indiana is also
working toward distributing thousands of free safe
drug disposal kits to residents. Moreover, the
organization’s website will act as a central resource for
information to educate those affected by substance use
disorders. The organizations involved in RALI Indiana
include Accelerate Indiana Municipalities, Community
Anti-Drug Coalitions of America, and Drug Free Marion
County, among others.

Ball, Dan. (2018, July 25). Leadership team helps
employers fight opioid crisis. Retrieved from
http://localnewsdigital.com/leadership-team-helpsemployers-fight-opioid-crisis/
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Anne Arundel County K-9 Unit Uses Scentlogix To Fight
Opioid Crisis
While the opioid epidemic is crippling Maryland’s Anne
Arundel County, with overdose deaths spiking 30
percent in the last year, the County K-9 Unit is using
Scentlogix to combat the crisis. In 2015, the county
started using Scentlogix to train their dogs, a change
enabled K-9s to locate higher volumes and weights of
drugs. Since introducing this training tool, drug seizures
in Anne Arundel County have increased tenfold.

Leong, Tracey. (2018, July 26). Anne Arundel County K-9
Unit Uses Scentlogix To Fight Opioid Crisis. Retrieved
from https://baltimore.cbslocal.com/2018/07/26/annearundel-county-k-9-unit-uses-scentlogix-to-fightopioid-crisis/
Human Resources Subcommittee Examines New
Foster Care Law's Impact on Opioid Crisis
The House Ways and Means Human Resources
Subcommittee (“Committee”), chaired by Nebraska
Representative Adrian Smith, held a hearing on ‘The
Opioid Crisis: Implementation of the Family First
Prevention Services Act.’ The Act is supported by the
Committee, and was signed into law as part of the
Bipartisan Budget Act of 2018. It aims to promote
evidence-based prevention services for substance use,
mental health, and parenting for families, in order to
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avoid placing children in the foster care system.
Committee Members heard from Jerry Milner,
Associate Commissioner of the Children’s Bureau and
Acting Commissioner of the Administration on
Children, Youth, and Families, at the United States
Department of Health and Human Services (“HHS”). The
Committee is committed to continue its work to fight
opioid dependency and strengthen families across the
country.

HR Subcommittee Examines New Foster Care Law’s
Impact on Opioid Crisis. (2018, July 26). Retrieved from
https://waysandmeans.house.gov/hr-subcommitteeexamines-new-foster-care-laws-impact-on-opioidcrisis/
Narcan Inventor: Opioid Crisis at Epidemic Proportions
According to Opiant Pharmaceuticals CEO, Dr. Roger
Crystal, who invented Narcan, the opioid crisis in
America is growing rapidly. Dr. Crystal added that the
primary concern lies in the evolution of the crisis.
According to the Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention (“CDC”), 66,632 drug overdose deaths
occurred in the United States in 2016, 42,249 of which
were linked to opioids. The most recent data indicates
that fentanyl, which is 50 times stronger than heroin, is
the driver behind this expansion of opioid overdose
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deaths. Dr. Crystal stated that over 40 percent of opioid
overdose deaths in 2016 contained fentanyl.

Martin, Ken., & Fernandez, Henry. (2018, July 26).
Narcan inventor: Opioid crisis at epidemic proportions.
Retrieved
from https://www.foxbusiness.com/healthcare/narcan
-inventor-opioid-crisis-at-epidemic-proportions
Task Force Focused on County Opioid Crisis
Texas’ Bexar County Joint Opioid Task Force has about
$5 million of federal grants to help fight the opioid
crisis. Currently, the county has 16,000 doses of Narcan,
and 3,000 doses have been distributed to date. Further,
the task force is seeking funding from the legislature for
a pilot program to better track individuals who have
been given Narcan.

Santos, Renee. (2018, July 26). Task force focused on
county
opioid
crisis.
Retrieved
from
https://news4sanantonio.com/news/local/task-forcefocused-on-county-opioid-crisis
Surgeon General Praises Whitehall Program for Helping
to Set Patients on Right Path
On July 26, United States Surgeon General, Jerome
Adams, addressed the opioid epidemic as he visited
Central Ohio. Adams expressed that recovery is
possible if various facets of communities work
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together. Adams also stated that they have an
opportunity to bring together dependency specialists,
law enforcement officers, clergy members, and
businesspeople to address issues such as the lack of
community health and wellness and discuss mental
health services to help people suffering trauma. In
Whitehall, Adams learned about the city’s Help for
Overdoses program, a partnership with Franklin
County. He also highlighted the SAFE Station Program
at the Whitehall Division of Fire, which allows people 18
year of age or older to walk in and ask for assistance at
the fire station. Staff at the fire station have been
trained to conduct medical and mental health
screening and transport those in need to a partnering
treatment facility.

buprenorphine, can offer life-saving treatment options
for those dependent on opioids. Last year, 1,441
individuals in New York City died of a drug overdose,
and majority of the deaths were opioid-induced.
Currently, methadone and buprenorphine treatments
are strictly regulated in the United States. New York City
Mayor, Bill de Blasio, and his wife, Chirlane McCray,
who helps coordinate the administration’s health care
initiatives, have both spoken about the need to expand
the number of doctors and physicians who can
prescribe buprenorphine. Bassett said she is dedicated
to training more physicians to do so. The city has a goal
of increasing the number of patients who receive
buprenorphine treatment from 38,000 to 58,000 over
the next five years.

Viviano, JoAnne. (2018, July 26). Surgeon general praises
Whitehall program for helping to set addicts
on right path.
Retrieved
from http://www.dispatch.com/news/20180726/surge
on-general-praises-whitehall-program-for-helping-toset-addicts-on-right-path
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City Health Commissioner Explains Essential Path to
Fight Opioid Epidemic
Dr. Mary Bassett, Commissioner of New York City’s
Department of Health and Mental Hygiene, said that
controlled use of narcotics, such as methadone and

Congress Works to Fund Fight Against the Opioid
Epidemic
The United States Senate has adopted an amendment,
proposed by West Virginia Senator Joe Manchin, to a
package of appropriations bills to allocate $1 million
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toward investigating the prevention of illicit fentanyl
from China to the United States. In a release, Senator
Manchin said the drug epidemic is not only fueled by
prescriptions and drug cartels, but by illicit fentanyl
from China. Further, the House Appropriations
Committee has secured nearly $126 million to help
fight the opioid epidemic. The funding is contained in
the Homeland Security Appropriations bill, which was
passed by the committee on July 22. West Virginia
Representative Evan Jenkins said this funding will help
stop drug trafficking rings, limit the appearances of
deadly drugs, and save lives.

Holdren, Wendy. (2018, July 27). Congress works to fund
fight against the opioid epidemic. Retrieved from
http://www.register-herald.com/news/congress-worksto-fund-fight-against-the-opioidepidemic/article_ed7376cb-4625-5925-98af5c0ba1040241.html
Researching the Transition From Opioid Addiction to
Treatment
Assistant Professor Marian Wilson, Associate Professor
Michele R. Shaw, and Research Associate Mary Lee A.
Roberts, researchers at the Washington State
University College of Nursing, studied how individuals
with chronic pain transition from the appropriate use
of opioids to opioid dependency. In the study ‘Opioid
© 2018 Lumina Analytics, LLC. No claim to original U.S. Government Works or cited materials.

Initiation to Substance Use Treatment: They Just Want
to Feel Normal,’ the researchers interviewed 10 adults
diagnosed with chronic pain in Washington’s Spokane
area.
Participants
were
receiving
outpatient
medication-assisted treatment (“MAT”) for opioid
dependency. In most cases, participants in the study
claimed to have begun using opioids from a
prescription for pain treatment or for a medical
condition. Two participants reported that they began
taking illegal opioids to self-medicate their pain. The
study’s participants unanimously agreed that they did
not receive extensive information regarding non-opioid
therapies to ease their pain. The findings indicated that
nurses and other healthcare workers can play an
important role in addressing the nation’s opioid crisis,
by providing compassionate, non-judgmental care. The
study will be published this month in the journal
Nursing Research.

Hatch, Addy. (2018, July 27). Researching the transition
from opioid addiction to treatment. Retrieved
from https://news.wsu.edu/2018/07/27/researchingtransition-opioid-addiction-treatment/
Trump Administration Aims to Help Victims of Opioid
Epidemic
As part of the Trump Administration’s commitment to
fighting the opioid epidemic, the United States
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Department of Labor (“DOL”) is providing federal grants
to help people recovering from opioid dependency
rejoin the workforce. Washington is among six states
obtaining over $22 million in federal grants, to assist
people recovering from opioid dependency with finding
employment. The funds are provided under the
National Health Emergency Dislocated Worker
Demonstration grant. The grants range from $1.2
million for Alaska to $5 million for New Hampshire.

Trump Administration aims to help victims of opioid
epidemic.
(2018,
July
27).
Retrieved
from
http://kgmi.com/news/007700-trump-administrationaims-to-help-victims-of-opioid-epidemic/
Capito Talks Opioids During Visit to Panhandle
West Virginia Senator Shelley Moore Capito said that
Congress is planning to provide federal grants for the
opioid
crisis
more
effectively.
Under
the
Comprehensive Addiction and Recovery Act, Congress
authorized over $181 million annually to fight opioid
misuse and enabled funding for local prevention and
treatment programs. Capito said that Congress has
also pushed the Department of Health and Human
Services (“HHS”) to earmark more funding based on
states’ opioid mortality rate, as opposed to their
population. She explained that West Virginia’s share of
funding has expanded based on the state’s higher
© 2018 Lumina Analytics, LLC. No claim to original U.S. Government Works or cited materials.

opioid death mortality rate. Capito added that at the
local level, community education drug programs
should be taught to younger children in schools.

McConville, Jim. (2018, July 28). Capito talks opioids
during visit to
Panhandle.
Retrieved
from http://www.journal-news.net/news/localnews/2018/07/capito-talks-opioids-during-visit-topanhandle/
New MD Bill Would Treat Opioid Crisis as Public Health
Emergency
On July 27, Maryland Representative Elijah Cummings
and Massachusetts Senator Elizabeth Warren
announced a new bill at a roundtable discussion in
Baltimore, Maryland. The Comprehensive Addiction
Resources Emergency Act (“CARE Act”) aims to address
the opioid crisis as a public health emergency. If the act
passes, it would provide $100 billion over 10 years to
combat the opioid crisis. Topics discussed for
improvement included expanding programs, to
accommodate more individuals, and providing
transportation to and from treatment. If the bill passes,
legislators say Maryland would receive $48 million
annually in grants.

Andersen, Kelly. (2018, July 28). New MD bill would treat
opioid crisis as public health emergency. Retrieved
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Opioid Epidemic Takes a Toll on Winnebago County
Coroner's Budget
The opioid epidemic is adding expenses to Illinois’
Winnebago County Coroner, Bill Hintz's, budget. Hintz
said that the toxicology lab is now finding synthetic
fentanyl in roughly one out of every six people who die
of an overdose. When the lab encounters fentanyl in a
deceased person, the price of the tests increases from
almost $200 to nearly $500. Because of this, Hintz is
asking the county board for roughly $31,000 in extra
funding to carry the lab over to the end of the fiscal
year. The county's Finance Chairman, Ted Biondo, said
that Hintz will likely be able to receive the funds, which
will come from the county's reserves. The full county
board will decide whether to give Hintz's office the sum
of $31,000 later this August.

Tenbarge, Andi. (2018, July 28). Opioid epidemic takes a
toll on Winnebago County Coroner's budget. Retrieved
from http://www.wrex.com/story/38755805/2018/07/2
7/opioid-epidemic-takes-a-toll-on-winnebago-countycoroners-budget
Opiate Epidemic Said to Recall AIDS in the '80s
Carl Sciortino, Executive Director of the AIDS Action
Committee of Massachusetts, said that the opioid
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epidemic has become this generation’s most pressing
public health crisis. He compared the crisis to the AIDS
outbreak in the 1980s, stating that it has the same
devastating effects. The warning for the local opioid
crisis came as a cluster of HIV cases broke out in the
Lowell-Lawrence region, which were linked to needles
that had already been used to inject heroin and
fentanyl. According to Dr. Matthew Mostofi, Associate
Chief of Tufts Medical Center’s Emergency Department,
more efforts must be made to reach the intravenous
drug use community, and warn them about the
dangers of sharing needles.

Dwinell, Joe. (2018, July 29). Opiate epidemic said to
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Retrieved
from http://www.bostonherald.com/news/local_covera
ge/2018/07/opiate_epidemic_said_to_recall_aids_in_th
e_80s
Opioid-Related Deaths Plague Mid-Hudson Valley and
Catskills, State Report Shows
According to a report issued by the New York Health
Department, in 2016, the Mid-Hudson Valley region saw
the highest number of opioid-induced deaths in the
state. Meanwhile, Greene and Sullivan Counties were
among 14 counties outside of New York City with the
highest death rates statewide. Additionally, men
reportedly died from opioid overdoses at consistently

50

higher rates than women, and Caucasian men died due
to overdoses more than other ethnic groups. For the
past several years, officials across the region have
focused on combatting the opioid epidemic. Their
efforts include forming task forces designed to
investigate best practices in dealing with dependency,
encouraging chain pharmacies to take back unused
prescription drugs, and making naloxone (sold under
the brand-name ‘Narcan’) more available to the police
and other first responders.

Doxsey, Patricia R. (2018, July 29). Opioid-related deaths
plague Mid-Hudson Valley and Catskills, state report
shows.
Retrieved
from http://www.dailyfreeman.com/article/DF/201807
29/NEWS/180729661
Group Petitions for Medical Marijuana Program to
Include Opioid Addiction
Sensible Minnesota, a medical marijuana advocate
group, has petitioned the State Government to expand
Minnesota’s medical marijuana program to include
those who struggle with opioid dependency. Maren
Schroeder, President of Sensible Minnesota, said that
although medical cannabis will not resolve the opioid
crisis, it will decrease opioid use. Sensible Minnesota is
also petitioning the government to include Alzheimer’s
disease, traumatic brain injury, and hepatitis C in the
© 2018 Lumina Analytics, LLC. No claim to original U.S. Government Works or cited materials.

program. When officials receive these petitions, a panel
will review them, and hearings will be held for public
comment. A decision should be made by the end of the
year.

Group Petitions For Medical Pot Program To Include
Opioid Addiction. (2018, July 30). Retrieved from
https://minnesota.cbslocal.com/2018/07/30/medicalmarijuana-petition-opioid-addiction/
Is Involuntary Commitment the Right Solution for the
Opioid Crisis?
As the opioid crisis escalates, it continues to add
pressure on health care systems, social services, and
criminal justice systems. As a result, stakeholders are
questioning the efficacy of involuntary civil
commitment for opioid addiction treatment as a policy
issue. For individuals to be involuntarily committed for
treatment, there must be proof that they are
dependent on opioids, that they pose a threat, or that
they cannot take care of their own basic needs. Thirtysix states currently allow this practice. In these states,
individuals have the right to an attorney and the right
to petition for a writ of habeas corpus to determine
whether their detention is lawful. Evidence on the
efficacy of involuntary commitment for treatment is
mixed. A 2017 study published in The Lancet shows that
heroin users who were forced into treatment relapsed
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at higher rates than those who voluntarily enrolled in
treatment. However, a 2012 research-based guide
published by the National Institute on Drug Abuse
suggests that those forced into treatment do as well as,
or better than, those not forced into treatment. While
the opportunity varies by state, providing high-value
dependency treatment options designed with
mandated treatment could meet a unique market
need.

expressed that medical marijuana should be regulated
like other medicines, including oversight from the
United States Food and Drug Administration and
requiring prescriptions by a medical professional. The
most common reason for the lack of support for
medical marijuana is the concern that it could fall into
the hands of children and pets.
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Majority in U.S. Support Medical Marijuana, Think It
Could Fight Opioid Crisis
According to a new report from The Harris Poll,
Americans strongly support medical marijuana, and
most Americans believe that marijuana should be legal
for recreational purposes. The online poll, conducted in
mid-July, included over 2,000 adults in the United
States. Eighty-five percent of the participants support
the legalization of marijuana for medical use, and 57
percent support the legalization of recreational
marijuana. Many also believe medical marijuana will
help ease the country’s ongoing opioid crisis. They

NYC Won't Get Millions to Fight Opioid Epidemic That It
Was Promised: Schumer
Last year, Senator Chuck Schumer of New York stated
that he added $350 million to the omnibus budget.
These funds were set aside for the Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention (“CDC”) to provide funding to
states and large metropolitan areas, such as New York,
to fight the opioid epidemic. However, on July 26, the
Senator stated that these cities will no longer be eligible
to receive the funds. Senator Schumer said that New
York City had planned to use the money for several
programs, including one where paramedics from the
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Fire Department of New York (“FDNY”) would leave
naloxone at homes with a history of drug misuse. The
lack of funding is expected to adversely affect the whole
state.

Rosoff, Henry. (2018, July 30). NYC won’t get millions to
fight opioid epidemic that it was promised: Schumer.
Retrieved from https://pix11.com/2018/07/30/nycwont-get-millions-to-fight-opioid-epidemic-that-it-waspromised-schumer/
Poll: Older Adults Support Opioid Rx Limits, Need
Better Counseling on Use and Disposal
A poll was conducted recently by the National Poll on
Healthy Aging on older Americans' experiences with
opioid pain prescriptions and their attitudes toward
potential policies. The poll, surveying 2,013 adults
between the ages of 50 and 80, was conducted by the
University of Michigan Institute for Healthcare Policy
and Innovation. The results show that nearly a third of
older adults have received a prescription for an opioid
pain medication in the past two years. However, a
majority did not receive enough counseling on the risks
associated with using painkillers, how to reduce opioid
use, when to switch to a non-opioid option, or what to
do with leftover pills. The poll also found that nearly
three-quarters of the participants would support opioid
prescription restrictions. These findings suggest a
© 2018 Lumina Analytics, LLC. No claim to original U.S. Government Works or cited materials.

major opportunity for providers and community
organizations to focus on safe opioid use and disposal
among older Americans.

Poll: Older adults support opioid Rx limits, need better
counseling on use & disposal. (2018, July 30). Retrieved
from https://www.eurekalert.org/pub_releases/201807/mm-u-poa072518.php
The Role of Community Health Centers in Addressing
the Opioid Epidemic
Community health centers are at the forefront of
fighting the opioid epidemic in many communities and
have become an important source of treatment for
those with opioid use disorder. Findings from a 2018
survey on health center activities related to the
prevention and treatment of opioid addiction indicated
that health centers have expanded treatment services
in response to the growing crisis. However, challenges
with regard to treatment capacity remain. Additionally,
health centers in Medicaid expansion states seem to be
more readily equipped to respond to the epidemic than
those situated in non-expansion states.
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Retrieved
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community-health-centers-in-addressing-the-opioidepidemic/
FSMB Joins National Action Collaborative to Counter
Opioid Epidemic
The Federation of State Medical Boards (“FSMB”) is
partnering with the National Academy of Medicine
(“NAM”), along with 35 other organizations, to form the
Action Collaborative on Countering the United States
Opioid Epidemic. This is in recognition of the need for a
national coordinated and collective response to the
opioid epidemic. The 35 organizations represent
federal, state, and local governments, as well as health
systems, associations, and provider groups. FSMB
President and CEO, Humayun Chaudhry, said that the
FSMB and its member boards are pleased to join the
Action Collaborative and help put an end to the opioid
epidemic. The partnership is committed to sharing
knowledge, aligning ongoing initiatives, and addressing
complex challenges. For its first meeting on July 27, the
collaborative members established goals and working
groups to develop collective strategies in priority areas.

FSMB Joins National Action Collaborative to Counter
Opioid Epidemic. (2018, July 31). Retrieved from
http://www.newswise.com/articles/fsmb-joinsnational-action-collaborative-to-counter-opioidepidemic
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Young Discusses Opioid Addiction Treatment With
Local Stakeholders
Senator Todd Young of Indiana met with local
stakeholders to discuss ways to address the state’s
opioid crisis. In August, the Senate will be tackling the
issues of government funding and a Supreme Court
nomination. Senator Young said he would like to see an
opioid treatment package delivered to the President,
and he hopes that comprehensive opioid recovery
centers (“CORCs”) will be part of the legislative package.
CORCs would combine services, including residential
rehabilitation, counseling, and job training, in one
treatment building. Young said that he is optimistic as
the opioid crisis is being recognized as a national crisis
in all congressional districts across the country.

Smith, Brandon. (2018, July 31). Young Discusses Opioid
Addiction Treatment With Local Stakeholders.
Retrieved
from
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The Government's Solution to the Opioid Crisis Feels
Like a War to Pain Patients
As law enforcement and medical regulatory bodies
work to curb opioid-related deaths and illegal opioid
use, they have focused on reducing the overall opioid
supply, whether or not the drugs are provided by
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prescription. However, there are indicators that this
increases the risk of suicide among patients suffering
from chronic pain as they are denied pain treatment.
Dr. Stefan Kertesz, Professor of Medicine and Addiction
Researcher at the University of Alabama at
Birmingham, said that forcibly stopping the availability
of opioids can destabilize some of the most vulnerable
people in America. People with chronic pain are trying
to raise awareness for the suffering caused by the loss
of medications. At least nine million chronic pain
patients in the United States take opioid painkiller on a
long-term basis.

Levine, Art. (2018, July 31). The Government’s Solution
To The Opioid Crisis Feels Like A War To Pain Patients.
Retrieved
from
https://www.huffingtonpost.in/entry/governmentcrackdown-opioid-prescriptions-painpatients_us_5b51ec57e4b0fd5c73c4a42e
Acushnet Builds Purple Army to Fight Opioid Crisis
Acushnet, Massachusetts is taking steps to ensure that
unwanted,
unused,
or
expired
prescription
medications are removed safely from homes. Fire
Chief, Kevin A. Gallagher, said that the town has formed
a partnership with Mallinckrodt Pharmaceuticals to
distribute 20,000 Deterra drug deactivation pouches in
order to help combat the misuse of prescription drugs.
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The biodegradable pouch-based systems, donated by
Mallinckrodt, deactivate prescription drugs and render
chemical compounds safe for landfills.
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http://www.southcoasttoday.com/special/20180801/ac
ushnet-builds-purple-army-to-fight-opioid-crisis
As Opioid Epidemic Rages, Painkiller Prescriptions
Don't Drop
A new report shows that opioid prescriptions have not
declined in the United States in the last decade which
indicates that the opioid epidemic is still not controlled.
Opioid use, as well as dosage, had leveled off after
peaking from 2012 to 2013. Doses were still higher in
2017 than in 2007, and researchers found that opioid
use was particularly high among older patients
suffering from chronic pain. Moreover, researchers
found that disabled Medicare patients were more likely
to be prescribed high doses of opioids and were more
likely to use them over a longer period of time. The
study analyzed data from a national database of
medical and pharmacy claims covering opioid use
among 48 million individuals with health insurance,
between 2007 and 2016.

Reinberg, Steven. (2018, August 1). As Opioid Epidemic
Rages, Painkiller Prescriptions Don't Drop. Retrieved
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Founder of S.O.A.R.S. Urges for More Detox Beds Amid
Opioid Epidemic
Sheriff Todd Baxter of Monroe County, New York said
the Monroe County Heroin Task Force has seized
20,592 bags of heroin, 711 grams of cocaine, 21
firearms, and $300,600 from drug dealers since
February 1 of this year. However, Becky Baker, Founder
of Substance Overdose Awareness Recovery Services
(“S.O.A.R.S”), said that these efforts will not be
successful in combatting the crisis with the lack of
treatment facilities and treatment options. Baker, who
lost her son to drugs, has spent the past two and half
years fighting to save others’ children. Yet, with only 25
detox beds in the county, Baker states that there is still
work to be done in hospitals. In response, S.O.A.R.S. is
raising funds for detox and stabilization beds.

Adams, Lynette. (2018, August 1). Founder of S.O.A.R.S.
urges for more detox beds amid opioid epidemic.
Retrieved from https://www.whec.com/news/founderof-soars-urges-for-more-detox-beds/5014078/
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New Haven Community Health Center to Expand
Addiction Treatment Facility
The Connecticut State Bond Commission approved
funding for several community health centers in the
state, including money to expand opioid addiction
treatment at a facility in New Haven. The Cornell ScottHill Health Center was awarded $10 million to develop
a recovery and wellness center. The funding will
increase the facility’s clinical space by nearly 60 percent
as it adds more detox beds and increases substance
misuse outreach to the greater New Haven area. The
health center’s CEO, Michael Taylor, said that they
expect construction to begin by next spring. Taylor said
that it will accommodate housing for both men and
women, and it will also combine a number of
therapeutic services to help individuals as they recover
from substance misuse and stabilize their sobriety.

Mack, Lori. (2018, August 1). New Haven Community
Health Center To Expand Addiction Treatment Facility.
Retrieved from http://www.wnpr.org/post/new-havencommunity-health-center-expand-addictiontreatment-facility
Pilot Program Aimed at Opioid Crisis
New York Senator Chris Jacobs announced that he has
secured $50,000 in state funding to support a high
school ambassador program for Buffalo's public high
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schools. This program will prevent heroin and opioid
use. Senator Jacobs, a Co-Chair of the State Senate's
Task Force on Heroin and Opioid Addiction, said that
substance misuse is often associated with mental
challenges. The new ambassador program, Leadership
in Training, is modeled from Western New York’s United
Against Drug and Alcohol Abuse program. It will teach
critical life skills, including problem-solving, critical
thinking, and self-management.

Buckley, Eileen. (2018, August 1). Pilot program aimed
at
opioid
crisis.
Retrieved
from
http://news.wbfo.org/post/pilot-program-aimedopioid-crisis
Senate Bill Takes Aim at Opioid Crisis
On July 19, the Massachusetts Senate passed Senate Bill
2609 to provide additional tools in addressing the
opioid crisis. The bill will increase access to medicationassisted treatment (“MAT”), expand education and
prevention efforts, and address the high rates of cooccurring conditions of substance use disorder (“SUD”)
and mental illness. The bill is a result of extensive
research on evidence-based best practices and
collaborative efforts between health care researchers,
clinicians, hospitals, behavioral health providers, and
other individuals and organizations with relevant
experience. The bill requires that all emergency
© 2018 Lumina Analytics, LLC. No claim to original U.S. Government Works or cited materials.

departments and satellite emergency facilities have the
capacity to initiate voluntary SUD treatment, including
opioid agonist treatment, after treatment for overdose.
The bill will also provide protection from criminal or civil
liability for individuals who dispense naloxone. The bill
is awaiting action in the State House.

Senate bill takes aim at opioid crisis. (2018, August 1).
Retrieved
from
http://www.mvtimes.com/2018/08/01/senate-billtakes-aim-opioid-crisis/
Cardinal Health to Disclose Financial Risks on Opioid
Crisis; Shareholder Proposal Withdrawn
Cardinal Health Inc. agreed to disclose the measures its
board is taking to monitor and manage financial and
reputational risks related to the national opioid crisis,
given its role as an opioid distributor. The company
agreed to provide investors with reports of two boardlevel investigations into allegations of oversight failures
related to opioid distribution. Cardinal's board also
formed an ad hoc committee on opioid business risks.

Kilroy, Meaghan. (2018, August 2). Cardinal Health to
disclose financial risks on opioid crisis; shareholder
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Retrieved
from
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0809957/cardinal-health-to-disclose-financial-risks-onopioid-crisis-shareholder-proposal-withdrawn
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Northam Begins Medical Grand Rounds Tour
Addressing Opioid Crisis in Virginia
Virginia Governor, Ralph Northam, began his Grand
Rounds tour to address the opioid crisis in the Virginia.
Grand Rounds is a traditional patient-centered
education method in medical schools, consisting of
presentations on specific medical problems and
discussions on treatments aimed at increasing clinician
knowledge and supplementing on-the-job training.
Governor Northam said that as a doctor, he has seen
this public health crisis firsthand. He is working toward
engaging his fellow physicians on the issue by
discussing ways they can help to reduce drug
dependency, think innovatively about treatment of
acute and chronic pain, and recognize signs of
addiction in patients.

Northam begins medical Grand Rounds tour
addressing opioid crisis in Virginia. (2018, August 2).
Retrieved from http://augustafreepress.com/northambegins-medical-grand-rounds-tour-addressing-opioidcrisis-in-virginia/
At Roundtable, Portman and Local Leaders Discuss
How CARA Grant Is Helping Whitehall Community
Combat the Opioid Epidemic
On August 3, Ohio Senator, Rob Portman, participated
in a roundtable and discussed how grant money
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awarded through the Comprehensive Addiction and
Recovery Act (“CARA”) law is used to fund a local
program. The program, named Stop Addiction for
Everyone (“SAFE”) Stations, is a joint effort between
Whitehall’s Division of Fire and Division of Police, the
Heart of Ohio Family Health Center, and Maryhaven’s
Addiction Stabilization Center. It allows individuals who
are 18 or older to seek help at the fire station if they are
suffering from drug dependency. A firefighter or
paramedic will conduct a medical evaluation, and the
individual can then be taken to a recovery and
treatment specialist. The Department of Justice
awarded Franklin County a $399,999 CARA community
enhancement grant to fund the collaborative program.
Portman’s CARA legislation, signed into law in 2016, is
now providing additional resources for evidence-based
prevention, treatment, and recovery programs.

At Roundtable, Portman & Local Leaders Discuss How
CARA Grant is Helping Whitehall Community Combat
the Opioid Epidemic. (2018, August 3). Retrieved from
https://www.portman.senate.gov/public/index.cfm/20
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B.C. Opioid Crisis: Last Week Was Vancouver's Deadliest
of 2018
In Vancouver, 11 people died of drug overdoses from
July 23 to 29, making it the city’s deadliest week for
2018. Additionally, 742 individuals died of overdosing
from illicit drugs in the first half of the year in B.C.
Advocates for those who use drugs are urging
politicians to replace toxic street drugs with safer drugs.
Suppliers and dealers continue to cut drugs, such as
heroin, cocaine, and methamphetamine, with potent
adulterants, typically fentanyl. Coroners detected this
drug in 81 percent of the deaths this year. Jordan
Westfall, President of the Canadian Association of
People Who Use Drugs, states that the deaths will
continue until the government amends policies in
addressing the current opioid crisis. Mayor Gregor
Robertson reiterated the need for individuals to access
safe prescription drugs as opposed to being forced to
turn to the dangerous street drugs.

Beauregard Parish Sheriff’s Office Offers Opioid
Awareness, Suicide Prevention Program
Louisiana’s Beauregard Parish Sheriff’s Office (“BPSO”)
gave a presentation to children and families about
opioid use and suicide prevention. Lieutenant Craig
Richard of the DeRidder Police Department explained
that prescription opioid misuse correlates with an
increased heroin use. He discussed what opioids are,
their intended use, and the consequences of misusing
them. The second part of the presentation, led by
Charlotte Satcher-Walker, focused on suicide
prevention. Satcher-Walker discussed the warning
signs of suicide and how others could help individuals
battling with suicidal thoughts. To conclude the
presentation, Assistant Warden Jermaine Tyler of the
Beauregard Parish Jail gave a tour of the jail. She stated
that in the past, adults who were shown the jail as a
child had expressed this experience influenced their
decisions later in life.

Eagland, Nick. (2018, August 3). B.C. opioid crisis: Last
week was Vancouver's deadliest of 2018. Retrieved
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House Opioid Probers Put Questions to Drug Makers
A House committee investigating the opioid crisis asked
three
pharmaceutical
manufacturers—Purdue
Pharma, Mallinckrodt Pharmaceuticals, and Insys
Therapeutics—to answer questions and provide
documents on their internal practices, including
information on when the companies learned
prescription opioids could be addictive and their
marketing techniques. The House Energy and
Commerce Committee, along with its Subcommittee on
Oversight and Investigations, sent letters to each of the
three pharmaceutical distributors, citing instances
when the distributors had shown that they knew of
risks involved in opioid use, and asked for their
response. Energy and Commerce Committee
Chairman, Greg Walden of Oregon, and ranking
Democrat, Frank Pallone Jr. of New Jersey, stated that
the committee is expanding its investigation.

Zezima, Katie. (2018, August 4). House opioid probers
put
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to
drugmakers.
Retrieved
from http://www.nwaonline.com/news/2018/aug/04/h
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Local Fire Department Buys Vests
Ohio’s Brookside Fire Department purchased six
bulletproof vests to equip its firefighters with advanced
safety gear. The total cost for the vests is $6,000. The
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firefighters plan to use the vests during calls for any
unresponsive person 50 years old or younger, calls
related to drug overdose, drug use, domestic violence,
assaults, or any situation that a firefighter deems
necessary. Brookside Chief, Allan Ketzell, said that
there was no specific incident that led to the purchasing
the vests. However, first responders have seen an
increase in drug-related calls as the opioid epidemic
escalates.
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Retrieved
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Appendix A: Mission
LISA Overview
Mission LISA is a data aggregation project surrounding
the opioid crisis in America. The objective of the project
is to leverage publicly available data to fill knowledge
gaps relevant to opioid addiction prevention,
treatment, and interdiction. Intelligence developed
through Mission LISA is used to publish
recommendations for policy changes, addiction
treatment pathways, and prescription protocols based
on the most timely and relevant predictive indicators of
addiction and mortality risk.
Early stage outcomes on addiction and mortality
caused by prescription and illicit opioids are beginning
to reveal the power laws, or distributions, of addiction
and overdose—a defined set of variables and
conditions that drive the crisis. These insights are used
to direct policy and treatment recommendations
published by the Mission LISA team and its advisory
board. Analytics on nationwide treatment efficacy is
another critical area of our research. More relevant and
timely
data
increases
transparency
around
government-funded treatment programs and is useful
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for directing the allocation of funding and resources to
programs with the highest historical rates of success.
Our research illuminates contradictions in policy and
prescription protocols across physicians, hospitals, and
insurers. Insights gained through this analysis yield
data-driven policy recommendations and opportunities
to enhance and streamline opioid addiction care and
pain treatment. Through Mission LISA, we seek to
alleviate the crisis nationally by lessening instances of
opioid-induced overdose and addiction.
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Appendix B: How to
Read This Report
The Mission LISA Opioid Crisis Intelligence Report
provides discussion and analysis of key data, events,
and trends surrounding the national opioid epidemic.
Analysis draws on data observed in Lumina’s
proprietary Mission LISA data systems and published
across news media platforms over the past month. Our
analysts capture data relevant to crisis prevention,
addiction treatment, policy, and ongoing interdiction
efforts from across the Internet to pinpoint critical
developments in the national discussion.
Each report begins with an executive summary of its
contents. The executive summary is followed by a
commentary that describes current trends and analysis
drawn from ongoing Mission LISA data aggregation and
development. Finally, the report includes a collection of
relevant news articles, which have been curated for
readers by the Mission LISA staff.
The report is broken down by content category for
expedited navigation. We summarize relevant articles
to highlight important findings and insights and
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underline action items derived from new intelligence.
The purpose of this report is to inform understanding
of the national crisis and provide recommendations for
data-driven solutions to curb opioid-induced mortality
and addiction.

