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Executive Summary
This week’s report highlights content collected from
May 7 to June 3, 2018 regarding the national opioid
crisis. The report features:
•

Legislation promoting the use of telehealth
services to address the opioid epidemic by
increasing access to quality care and
treatment among rural and low-income
populations.

•

The increase in opioid misuse and overprescription among the elderly population, a
vulnerable group that is often overlooked
amid the epidemic.

•

China’s fentanyl production, which is fueling
the national opioid crisis as illicit drugs enter
the country through the U.S. Postal Service.

•

The rising problem of increased misuse of
non-opioid
medications
as
“opioid
substitutes”, caused by new prescribing
restrictions and illicit substance regulations.

© 2018 Lumina Analytics, LLC. No claim to original U.S. Government Works or cited materials.
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Fast Facts
•

According to Senator Chuck Schumer, China
produces more than 90 percent of the world’s
fentanyl supply.1

•

The United Network for Organ Sharing reported
that 1,367 of the 10,000 deceased organ donors
of 2017 died from a drug overdose or drug
intoxication, a 144 percent increase from 2013.2

•

Federal statistics reveal that a baby suffering from
opioid withdrawal due to exposure in the womb
is born every 25 minutes.3

•

Women now make up the fastest growing
incarcerated population in the U.S. due to
increased drug use and addiction.4

•

In Massachusetts, opioid-related overdose
deaths for the first three months of 2018 declined
by five percent compared to the first three
months of 2017 due to effective strategies for
addressing the opioid crisis, including reducing
prescriptions for Schedule II drugs through a
reconfigured prescription monitoring program.5,6

•

The Department of Human Services Office of
Inspector General reports that one in three
Medicare Part D participants received an opioid
prescription in 2016. However, Medicare Part D
does not cover methadone treatment for patients
who become addicted to opioids.7

Fox, A. (2018, May 15). China turning blind eye to fentanyl exports: Schumer. Retrieved May 22, 2018, from https://www.amny.com/news/china-fentanyl-schumer-1.18531808
Richard, B. (2018, May 15). Opioid epidemic may have 'silver lining,' organ donor group says. Retrieved May 22, 2018, from
http://www.wmcactionnews5.com/story/38196045/organ-donor-group-says-opioid-epidemic-may-have-silver-lining
3
Richards, A. (2018, May 22). Providing help for youngest victims of opioid crisis. Retrieved May 25, 2018, from http://www.abc27.com/news/opioid-crisis/providing-help-foryoungest-victims-of-opioid-crisis/1191556150
4
Hitt, B. (2018, May 23). Opioid crisis putting more women behind bars in the US. Retrieved May 31, 2018, from http://abc7.com/opioid-crisis-putting-more-women-behindbars-in-the-us/3514359/
5
Goldstone, H., & Partan, E. (2018, May 28). Opioid-Related Deaths Down, But Not in All Demographics. Retrieved May 31, 2018, from http://capeandislands.org/post/opioidrelated-deaths-down-not-all-demographics#stream/0
6
Opioid-related overdose deaths continue to decline in Massachusetts. (2018, May 22). Retrieved May 31, 2018, from https://www.mass.gov/news/opioid-related-overdosedeaths-continue-to-decline-in-massachusetts
7
Elderly Americans Often Overlooked In Opioid Epidemic. (2018, May 28). Retrieved May 31, 2018, from https://kdkaradio.radio.com/articles/news/elderly-americans-oftenoverlooked-opioid-epidemic
1
2
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•

According to the Substance Abuse and Mental
Health Services Administration, opioid misuse
among Americans 50 and older doubled between
2002 and 2014.8

•

According to an American Medical Association
report released on May 31, the number of opioid
prescriptions nationwide decreased by more than
55 million between 2013 and 2017, a 22.2 percent
decrease. Between 2016 and 2017 alone, there
were 19 million fewer prescriptions, or a 9
percent decline, across the country.9

•

In 2017, 300.4 million Prescription Drug
Monitoring Program (“PDMP”) queries were
recorded, a 121 percent increase from the
previous year.10

•

Naloxone prescription distribution reached a
record high to more than 11,600 prescriptions in
the U.S. between January 2018 and April 2018.11

Ibid.
Physicians’
progress
to
reverse
the
nation’s
opioid
epidemic.
http://www.theoma.org/sites/default/files/Content/AMA2018_OpioidReport_FINAL_updated.pdf
10
Ibid.
11
Ibid.
8
9
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Current Events
•

The U.S. Department of Health and Human Services
appointed 28 members to the new Pain
Management Best Practices Inter-Agency Task Force
on May 1. The Task Force is responsible for
determining and updating best pain management
practices and ensuring consistency in policies and
guidelines, including the Centers for Disease Control
and Prevention (“CDC”) Guidelines, the Food and
Drug Administration (“FDA”) Opioid Policy, Centers
for Medicare and Medicaid Services (“CMS”)
coverage,
and
the
Veterans
Administration/Department of Defense (“VA/DoD”)
Pain Management Guidelines. The Task Force will
also propose recommendations to federal agencies
as well as the public for addressing gaps and
inconsistencies in chronic and acute pain
management.12,13

•

On May 7, Congresswoman Cathy McMorris
Rodgers and Representative Mike Kelly introduced
the Protecting Seniors from Opioid Abuse Act of
2018. The bill expands access to Medication Therapy
Management services for Medicare beneficiaries
who are at-risk for prescription drug misuse,
allowing patients to receive expert advice on
prescription management as well as comprehensive
medication reviews to reduce the risk of addiction.14

•

On May 7, Walmart announced that, within 60 days,
the company will limit first-time acute opioid
prescriptions to seven days or fewer across the
nation. The company will also require eprescriptions for filling controlled substances
starting in 2020.15

•

According to a new study published in the Annals of
Internal Medicine on May 8, implementation of
prescription drug monitoring programs (“PDMPs”)
alone is only marginally effective in reducing drug
overdose deaths. Mandatory review of a PDMP

Coghlan, E. (2018, May 26). NIH to Extend Deadline for Public Comment on Pain Management Task Force. Retrieved June 5, 2018, from http://nationalpainreport.com/nih-toextend-deadline-for-public-comment-on-pain-management-task-force-8836355.html
13
U.S. Department of Health and Human Services. (2018, May 1). Members Appointed to New Pain Management Best Practices Inter-Agency Task Force. Retrieved June 5, 2018,
from https://www.hhs.gov/about/news/2018/05/01/members-appointed-new-pain-management-best-practices-inter-agency-task-force.html
14
McMorris Rodgers Introduces Legislation to Combat Opioid Crisis Through Medication Therapy Management. (2018, May 07). Retrieved May 22, 2018, from
https://mcmorris.house.gov/mcmorris-rodgers-introduces-legislation-to-combat-opioid-crisis-through-medication-therapy-management/
15
Wiener-Bronner,
D.
(2018,
May
8).
Walmart
tightens
its
opioid
prescription
policies.
Retrieved
May
22,
2018,
from
http://money.cnn.com/2018/05/07/news/companies/walmart-opioid-policy/index.html
12
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database by physicians prior to prescribing,
however, is strongly associated with reduced opioid
deaths.16,17
•

On May 9, Indiana Congresswoman Jackie Walorski
introduced the Dr. Todd Graham Pain Management
Improvement Act (H.R. 5722), aiming to reduce
opioid prescriptions by exploring non-opioid
alternatives in Medicare. The bill requires the
Department of Health and Human Services to
submit recommendations to Congress regarding
improving access to non-opioid pain management
treatments,
such
as
cognitive
behavioral
interventions, physical therapy, occupational
therapy, physical medicine, biofeedback, and
chiropractic and acupuncture therapy.18

•

On May 16, the FDA approved a new drug,
Lucemyra, to help ease opioid withdrawal
symptoms. The drug is not a treatment for opioid

use disorder (“OUD”), but it is approved for
managing OUD symptoms for up to 14 days.19
•

On May 23, Senators Edward J. Markey, Lisa
Murkowski, and Maggie Hassan introduced
bipartisan legislation, the National Milestones to
Measure Progress in Ending the Opioid Epidemic
Act. The Act creates a national roadmap for ending
the opioid crisis by requiring the federal
government to establish concrete benchmarks to
measure progress on key objectives in curtailing the
epidemic each year. Objectives include reducing
overdose deaths, expanding treatment availability,
increasing the number of individuals in sustained
recovery, and decreasing emergency room visits for
overdoses.20

•

Several bills, such as the Safe Disposal of Unused
Medication Act and the Hospice Safe Drug Disposal
Act of 2018, have been introduced to authorize
hospice employees to handle and dispose of

Lieber, M. (2018, May 07). Opioid deaths barely slowed by prescription monitoring. Retrieved May 22, 2018, from https://edition.cnn.com/2018/05/07/health/prescriptiondrug-monitoring-programs-opioid-study/index.html
17
Fink, D. S., Schleimer, J. P., Sarvet, A., Grover, K. K., Delcher, C., Castillo-Carniglia, A., . . . Cerdá, M. (2018). Association Between Prescription Drug Monitoring Programs and
Nonfatal and Fatal Drug Overdoses. Annals of Internal Medicine. doi:10.7326/m17-3074
18
Alvarez, A. (2018, May 9). Bill named after Dr. Todd Graham would help combat opioid epidemic. Retrieved May 22, 2018, from http://www.abc57.com/news/bill-named-afterdr-todd-graham-would-help-combat-opioid-epidemic
19
Williams, S. (2018, May 24). The FDA Just Approved a Groundbreaking Opioid Withdrawal Drug | Care2 Causes. Retrieved May 31, 2018, from
https://www.care2.com/causes/the-fda-just-approved-a-groundbreaking-opioid-withdrawal-drug.html
20
Senators Markey, Murkowski and Hassan Introduce Bipartisan Legislation to Measure Progress in Ending Opioid Crisis. (2018, May 23). Retrieved June 5, 2018, from
https://www.markey.senate.gov/news/press-releases/senators-markey-murkowski-and-hassan-introduce-bipartisan-legislation-to-measure-progress-in-ending-opioid-crisis
16
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controlled substances in patients’ residences. Under
current federal regulations, the Drug Enforcement
Administration (“DEA”) does not permit hospice staff
to dispose of unused medications even after
patients have died, resulting in increased risk of
diversion, theft, and misuse of medications left in
the deceased patients’ homes.21,22,23,24
•

•

The DEA launched Operation Safe Haven, an
enforcement action spanning Kentucky, Tennessee,
and West Virginia, three states hit hard by the opioid
crisis. DEA Special Agents will work with local and
state law enforcement agencies closely to target bad
actors ranging from healthcare employees and
distributors to street-level drug dealers.25
A growing number of states are requesting an
exemption to a 1960s-era rule that prohibits the
federal-state Medicaid program from funding

residential addiction treatment centers with more
than 16 beds. The rule has been criticized as an
antiquated barrier to treatment access for millions
suffering from substance use disorder. If granted,
the exemption would enable new federal Medicaid
funding to create larger treatment facilities, expand
existing facilities, reduce wait times for admission
into treatment centers, and provide services to
more low-income patients.26
•

On May 23, the Senate passed the VA Maintaining
Systems and Strengthening Integrated Outside
Networks (“Mission”) Act of 2018, a combination of
reform bills that can change how and where
veterans receive health care. To combat the opioid
epidemic, the Act ensures that community health
care providers have access to a patient’s medical
histories, including “a list of all medication

Bipartisan Group of Senators Introduces Bill to Allow Safe Disposal of Unwanted Drugs in Hospice | U.S. Senator Maggie Hassan of New Hampshire. (2018, April 13). Retrieved
May 22, 2018, from https://www.hassan.senate.gov/news/press-releases/bipartisan-group-of-senators-introduces-bill-to-allow-safe-disposal-of-unwanted-drugs-in-hospice
22
Congress.gov. (2018, May 09). H.R.5041 - 115th Congress (2017-2018): Safe Disposal of Unused Medication Act. Retrieved May 22, 2018, from
https://www.congress.gov/bill/115th-congress/house-bill/5041?q={"search":["hospice disposal"]}&r=2
23
Congress.gov. (2018, April 12). S.2659 - 115th Congress (2017-2018): Safe Disposal of Unused Medication Act. Retrieved May 22, 2018, from
https://www.congress.gov/bill/115th-congress/senate-bill/2659?q={"search":["hospice disposal"]}&r=3
24
Congress.gov. (2018, April 12). S.2661 - 115th Congress (2017-2018): Hospice Safe Drug Disposal Act of 2018. Retrieved May 22, 2018, from
https://www.congress.gov/bill/115th-congress/senate-bill/2661?q={"search":["hospice disposal"]}&r=1
25
DEA targets opioid crisis with Operation Safe Haven. (2018, May 24). Retrieved June 5, 2018, from https://www.pioneernews.net/content/dea-targets-opioid-crisis-operationsafe-haven
26
Serres, C. (2018, May 24). Amid opioid epidemic, Minnesota seeks expanded Medicaid dollars to treat drug addiction. Retrieved June 5, 2018, from
http://www.startribune.com/amid-opioid-epidemic-minnesota-seeks-expanded-medicaid-dollars-to-treat-drug-addiction/483643661/
21
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prescribed to the veteran as known by VA.” The
legislation has been presented to the president.27,28

Mitchell, K. (2018, May 29). Congressman Neal Dunn Hopeful Veterans Affairs Reform Bill will Combat Opioid Epidemic. Retrieved June 5, 2018, from
http://www.mypanhandle.com/news/congressman-neal-dunn-hopeful-veterans-affairs-reform-bill-will-combat-opioid-epidemic/1206647085
28
THE VA MISSION ACT OF 2018 (VA Maintaining Systems and ... (n.d.). Retrieved June 6, 2018, from https://veterans.house.gov/uploadedfiles/va_mission_act_summary.pdf
27

© 2018 Lumina Analytics, LLC. No claim to original U.S. Government Works or cited materials.

11

Treatment and Policy
Senators Rally Around Telehealth Policy for
Expanded Coverage under Medicare and
Medicaid
This month, we’ve witnessed an uptick in proposed
policy and legislation surrounding expanded funding
and use of telehealth services. Telehealth is the
provision
of
healthcare
services
via
telecommunications technologies, such as live video
interactions, which empowers healthcare providers to
treat patients no matter where they live.29 Telehealth
may prove to be a powerful solution to addressing the
nation’s opioid crisis in rural areas, where patients
often lack access to quality care and treatment for
substance use disorder (“SUD”). In a press release
issued Tuesday, May 22, regarding four new pieces of
legislation introduced by Virginia Senator Tom Warner,
he explained the value of telehealth in combatting the

national opioid crisis, stating, “Expanding access to
telehealth services could not only save lives but equip
rural and underserved communities with better tools to
fight this epidemic.”30
In our February issue of the Mission LISA Opioid Crisis
Intelligence Report, we discussed the crushing impact
of the crisis on rural America. A 2017 study by NRHA
found that 53 percent of rural counties had no
physician able to prescribe medication to opioidaddicted patients. Thirty million people live in areas
where treatment is unavailable.31 In late May, Senators
Mark Warner of Virginia and Tom Carper of Delaware,
along with several other members of the Senate,
introduced three bills, which, if passed, would eliminate
barriers to telehealth coverage under Medicare and
Medicaid, expanding access to telemedicine to
populations desperately in need.32
The three pieces of legislation spearheaded by
bipartisan groups were introduced on May 22. The first,
entitled Expanding Telehealth Responses to Ensure

Warner introduces bills aimed at combating opioid crisis. (2018, May 22). Retrieved from http://augustafreepress.com/warner-introduces-bills-aimed-at-combating-opioidcrisis/
30
MHealthIntelligence. (2018, May 23). Senators Target Medicaid in Telehealth Bills Tackling Opioid Abuse. Retrieved from https://mhealthintelligence.com/news/senatorstarget-medicaid-in-telehealth-bills-tackling-opioid-abuse
31
Smith, H. R. (n.d.). USDA Regulation change to aid treatment of opioid addiction. Retrieved February 06, 2018, from
https://kdminer.com/news/2018/feb/04/usda-regulation-change-aid-treatment-opioid-addict/
32
MHealthIntelligence. (2018, May 23). Senators Target Medicaid in Telehealth Bills Tackling Opioid Abuse. Retrieved from https://mhealthintelligence.com/news/senatorstarget-medicaid-in-telehealth-bills-tackling-opioid-abuse
29
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Addiction Treatment (“eTREAT") Act and co-sponsored
by Senators Tom Warner (D-Va.), John Thune (R-S.D.),
Ben Cardin (D-Md.), and John Cornyn (R-Texas),33
targets one of the greatest barriers to telehealth
treatment access: originating site restrictions. To
receive coverage for SUD treatment under Medicare
presently, a patient must receive treatment from a
Medicare-approved location, also known as an
“originating site”. These locations are usually limited to
hospitals or clinics, making treatment especially
difficult for patients who live far away from these
designated locations and do not have access to
transportation. The eTREAT Act seeks to eliminate this
restriction, expanding access to patients in need.34
The second piece of legislation, entitled the Telehelath
for Children’s Access to Services and Treatment
(“TeleCAST”) Act focuses on expanding Medicaid
coverage for children in need of telehealth services for
SUD treatment. Co-sponsored by Senators Warner,
Thune, Cornyn, Carper, Bill Nelson (D-Fla.), Pat Roberts

(R-Kan.), and Debbie Stabenow (D-Mich.),35 the bill
requires the Government Accountability Office to
evaluate the pediatric population who utilizes Medicaid
for SUD treatment. It also requires the Centers for
Medicare and Medicaid to report on how barriers can
be eliminated to provide coverage for telehealth
services to more children under Medicaid.36
The third piece of legislation, the Medicaid Substance
Use Disorder Treatment via Telehealth Act, would
require the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services
to provide guidance on how state Medicaid programs
can be reimbursed for SUD treatment for mental health
in order to streamline and increase the uses of
telehealth services for SUD treatment, especially
among children, adult populations under 40, American
Indians and Alaskan Natives, and children receiving
services in school-based health centers.37 This bill is co-

Ibid.
Warner introduces bills aimed at combating opioid crisis. (2018, May 22). Retrieved from http://augustafreepress.com/warner-introduces-bills-aimed-at-combating-opioidcrisis/
35
MHealthIntelligence. (2018, May 23). Senators Target Medicaid in Telehealth Bills Tackling Opioid Abuse. Retrieved from https://mhealthintelligence.com/news/senatorstarget-medicaid-in-telehealth-bills-tackling-opioid-abuse
36
Warner introduces bills aimed at combating opioid crisis. (2018, May 22). Retrieved from http://augustafreepress.com/warner-introduces-bills-aimed-at-combating-opioidcrisis/
37
News, S. (2018, May 23). Carper introduces bipartisan bills to combat opioid epidemic. Retrieved from http://www.doverpost.com/news/20180523/carper-introducesbipartisan-bills-to-combat-opioid-epidemic
33
34

© 2018 Lumina Analytics, LLC. No claim to original U.S. Government Works or cited materials.

13

sponsored by Senators Thune, Cornyn, Carper, Nelson,
Roberts, and Stabenow.38
Telehealth is a powerful tool to address the national
opioid crisis, especially among rural and low-income
populations, who have been disproportionately
impacted by opioid addiction and overdose.
Policymakers should continue to identify and eliminate
barriers to treatment access under current policy to
streamline, improve, and expand access to quality SUD
care.

Elderly Americans Often Overlooked in
Opioid Epidemic
On May 23, Dr. Charles Pattavina of St. Joseph Hospital
in Bangor, Maine testified before the Senate Special
Committee on Aging on the opioid epidemic’s impact
on the elderly, a vulnerable population facing unique
challenges amid the crisis. According to the emergency
room physician, many elderly Americans suffer from

chronic pain and take prescription painkillers at high
doses. Unfortunately, in many cases, elderly patients
who are dependent on opioid prescriptions, are
tapered off the medication too quickly with little
alternative pain treatment offered.
In her opening statement, Maine Senator Susan Collins
stated “many perceive the face of opioid addiction as
young. The epidemic, however, intersects just as much
with older adults.”39 According to the Department of
Health and Human Services Office of Inspector General,
one in three Medicare Part D beneficiaries received an
opioid prescription in 2016. The Substance Abuse and
Mental Health Services Administration (“SAMHSA”) also
reported that opioid misuse among Americans, aged 50
and older, doubled between 2002 and 2014.40
Additionally, the Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention (“CDC”) estimate that the number of
patients, aged 55 or over treated in emergency rooms
for opioid overdose, increased by 32 percent from 2016
to 2017.41 Despite the increase in opioid misuse and
over-prescription seen in the elderly population,

MHealthIntelligence. (2018, May 23). Senators Target Medicaid in Telehealth Bills Tackling Opioid Abuse. Retrieved from https://mhealthintelligence.com/news/senatorstarget-medicaid-in-telehealth-bills-tackling-opioid-abuse
39
Lawlor, J. (2018, May 23). Bangor doctor testifies at Senate hearing on opioid epidemic's impact on the elderly. Retrieved June 5, 2018, from
https://www.pressherald.com/2018/05/23/maine-doctor-testifies-in-senate-hearing-on-elders-and-the-opioid-epidemic/
40
Elderly Americans Often Overlooked In Opioid Epidemic. (2018, May 28). Retrieved June 5, 2018, from https://kdkaradio.radio.com/articles/news/elderly-americans-oftenoverlooked-opioid-epidemic
41
Lawlor, J. (2018, May 23). Bangor doctor testifies at Senate hearing on opioid epidemic's impact on the elderly. Retrieved June 5, 2018, from
https://www.pressherald.com/2018/05/23/maine-doctor-testifies-in-senate-hearing-on-elders-and-the-opioid-epidemic/
38
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Medicare Part D does not cover methadone treatment
for beneficiaries who become addicted to opioid
prescriptions, and treatment offered through Medicare
is very limited.42
The elderly population also faces many other
challenges amid the opioid epidemic. Senator Collins
added that, compared to seniors using other pain
treatment, those using opioids are “four to five times
more likely to fall.” Substance misuse or addiction
among older adults can often be misdiagnosed as
depression or dementia, two common conditions in the
elderly population. Although alternatives to opioids are
critical, Dr. Pattavina noted that common alternative
pain medications such as ibuprofen and naproxen
“cannot be used in patients with compromised kidney
function or certain other medical problems that are
common in older people.” Additionally, the elderly are
at risk of having their medications stolen and diverted
by caretakers, family members, and others.43
The elderly population is a
often overlooked in ongoing
opioid crisis. Public health
providers should help raise

vulnerable group that is
dialogue surrounding the
officials and healthcare
awareness of the health

problems associated with opioid prescriptions and
substance misuse among this population. Long-term
opioid users should be educated on pain management
and informed about alternatives to opioids, addressing
patients’ perception of pain and medication.
Additionally, policymakers should target specific
barriers to treatment access faced by this population,
such as the lack of treatment coverage under Medicare
and the lack of transportation that prevent older
Americans from receiving treatment.

China’s Fentanyl Production, Export Fueling
U.S. Opioid Crisis
As drug overdose deaths continue to escalate
throughout the United States due to the emergence of
fentanyl, a synthetic opioid 30 to 100 times more
powerful than heroin, policymakers are calling on China
to take a stand. China produces more than 90 percent
of the world’s fentanyl supply. To date, Chinese officials
have turned a blind eye to manufacturers exporting the

Elderly Americans Often Overlooked In Opioid Epidemic. (2018, May 28). Retrieved June 5, 2018, from https://kdkaradio.radio.com/articles/news/elderly-americans-oftenoverlooked-opioid-epidemic
43
Lawlor, J. (2018, May 23). Bangor doctor testifies at Senate hearing on opioid epidemic's impact on the elderly. Retrieved June 5, 2018, from
https://www.pressherald.com/2018/05/23/maine-doctor-testifies-in-senate-hearing-on-elders-and-the-opioid-epidemic/
42
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drug to the United States.44 Fentanyl sales have
expanded drastically in the U.S. over the last five years
with fentanyl-related overdose deaths increasing by 88
percent every year between 2013 and 2016.45 The
synthetic drug offers significant profit margins for drug
traffickers due to its high potency and low
manufacturing costs.46 Analysis conducted to date
shows that much of the U.S. fentanyl supply is imported
by China through the U.S. Postal Service (“USPS”).47
Fentanyl is mislabeled and concealed with legitimate
imports, finding its way to American communities
across the nation.48

policymakers, law enforcement officials, and members
of the intelligence community should allocate greater
funding and resources to technological solutions that
can analyze illicit drug flows in real-time for better
understanding of the key drivers and influencers across
markets and their relationships to Chinese
manufacturers and distribution channels.

On Monday, May 14, Senate Minority Leader, Chuck
Schumer, called on Chinese officials to explicitly
prohibit the exportation of fentanyl. Schumer’s call to
action comes amidst ongoing trade negotiations
between China and President Trump.49 International
cooperation is needed to arrest the flood of synthetic
opioids wreaking havoc on American communities. In
addition to enhanced international drug policy,
Fox, A. (2018, May 15). China turning blind eye to fentanyl exports: Schumer. Retrieved from https://www.amny.com/news/china-fentanyl-schumer-1.18531808
Brodwin, E. (2018, March 27). Prince died with 'exceedingly high' levels of a drug that's 30 times stronger than heroin in his system, according to a new report. Retrieved from
http://www.businessinsider.com/what-is-fentanyl-the-drug-that-killed-prince/#the-us-drug-enforcement-administration-may-not-have-adequately-prepared-for-the-surge-ina-2015-report-on-national-drug-threats-dea-officials-stated-that-fentanyl-was-unlikely-to-assume-a-significant-portion-of-the-opioid-market-11
46
DEA / Fentanyl FAQ. (n.d.). Retrieved from https://www.dea.gov/druginfo/fentanyl-faq.shtml
47
Mershon, E. (2018, April 12). For fentanyl sellers, USPS is 'virtually guaranteed' route to not get caught. Retrieved from https://www.statnews.com/2018/01/24/china-fentanylusps/
48
Fox, A. (2018, May 15). China turning blind eye to fentanyl exports: Schumer. Retrieved from https://www.amny.com/news/china-fentanyl-schumer-1.18531808
49
Ibid.
44
45
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Correlated Crisis
Increased Misuse of Opioid
Medications

Substitute

As new prescribing restrictions and illicit substance
regulations are implemented to curb the supply of
opioids, people suffering from opioid use disorder are
turning to other drugs and medications as “opioid
substitutes”. Non-opioid medications that are easier to
obtain, including loperamide and gabapentin, are now
increasingly misused to produce similar effects to
opioids and to help with opioid withdrawal
symptoms.50,51
Loperamide, a popular, over-the-counter anti-diarrhea
medicine, sold under the brand name Imodium, has
been nicknamed the “poor man’s methadone.” An
increasing number of people are buying this
medication due to the lack of access to opioids, leading

to increased misuse. According to the Food and Drug
Administration (“FDA”) Commissioner, Scott Gottlieb,
loperamide can cut across the gut lining and give users
an opioid-like “high” when taken at extremely high
doses. Many people addicted to opioids are not only
using massive quantities of the medication to maintain
euphoria, but also to help relieve opioid withdrawal
symptoms, including cramps, diarrhea, vomiting, and
nausea. Some take 100 times the recommended
amount – up to 200 to 300 pills at a time.52,53 However,
using loperamide at high doses to lessen withdrawal
symptoms is unsafe and associated with adverse health
effects such as severely abnormal heart rhythms and
death.54
To deter misuse of loperamide and reduce associated
overdose deaths, the FDA is requiring changes to the
drug’s packaging. The agency recommended clearly
listing negative side effects on its packaging and limiting
a retail package to “eight 2-milligram capsules in blister
packaging,” which provides designated sealed

Opioid crisis spurs sometimes-deadly abuse of popular diarrhea medicine. (2018, May 13). Retrieved May 23, 2018, from http://kwbe.com/abc_health/opioid-crisis-spurssometimesdeadly-abuse-of-popular-diarrhea-medicine-abcid36068089/
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compartments to help patients track their medications.
Since misuse of loperamide requires obtaining and
using the drug in large quantities, the FDA is also aiming
to restrict sales of the medication in large amounts and
eliminate use of large volume containers.55 Some
packages contain up to a thousand 2-milligram pills
when sold in bulk.56 The agency is working with large
online retailers, such as Walmart, Amazon, and eBay,
where many of the bulk orders are purchased.57,58
Another class of drugs that has been increasingly used
as an “opioid alternative” and prescribed for off-label
purposes amid the opioid epidemic is gabapentinoids.
Gabapentinoids include gabapentin, an anticonvulsant
and nerve pain medication sold under the brand name
Neurontin, and pregabalin, a nerve pain medication
sold under the brand name Lyrica. According to
Commissioner Gottlieb, misuse of gabapentinoids is

not yet widespread, but is growing. He added that
misuse of gabapentinoids may result in dangerous
health outcomes such as respiratory depression and
death.59 More patients appear to be misusing
gabapentin as the medication has been prescribed for
a growing number of conditions and off-label uses,
including pain, anxiety, and opioid detoxification,
despite uncertainty regarding its efficacy as an
appropriate opioid substitute for treating pain. Dr.
Christopher W. Goodman and Dr. Allan S. Brett of the
University of South Carolina School of Medicine noted
that doctors are “increasingly prescribing gabapentin...
for almost any type of pain.” Gabapentin was the 10th
most commonly prescribed medication in 2016.60
A 2017 study concludes that gabapentinoids possess
potential for misuse, particularly in individuals with a
history of opioid use disorder.61 Additionally, Assistant
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Professor at the University of Louisville School of
Nursing, Rachel Vickers Smith, found that misusers
typically mix gabapentin with opioids, marijuana,
cocaine, and opioid treatment medications, increasing
the effects of euphoria and sedation. Misusers of
gabapentin describe the medication as easy to obtain
and very cheap and suggest that it produces a “high”
similar to opioids.62 Another study reports that using
heroin in combination with gabapentinoids reinforces
the effects of heroin and potentially increases the risk
of acute overdose death.63 Despite its potential for
misuse, the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention
have recommended gabapentin as an alternative to
opioids for treating pain.64
According to Kentucky Office of Drug Control Policy
Executive Director, Van Ingram, gabapentin was found
in roughly one-third of all overdose deaths in 2016
across the state. Last year, Kentucky became the first
state to classify gabapentin as a controlled substance,

increasing restrictions to prescribe and obtain the
drug.65 Currently, there are no human laboratory
studies on gabapentin. Professor Smith suggested that
the drug should be examined in further detail,
“especially if prescribing it is going to be encouraged.”66
The healthcare community and government agencies
need to respond to the increased misuse of non-opioid
medications, such as loperamide and gabapentinoids,
in order to prevent another public health epidemic as
more opioid users turn to such drugs. The FDA should
work with healthcare officials to identify medications
emerging as “opioid substitutes” or “opioid
alternatives” and further assess their risk for addiction
and potential for misuse. Additionally, the agency
should clearly define the roles of suggested opioid
alternatives and their effectiveness in pain
management. Prescribing of opioid alternative
medications with potential for misuse for off-label
purposes should be regulated and limited. The FDA
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should continue to monitor opioid alternative
medications and inform the public about harmful
health effects from misusing these medications.
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Alerts Log
May 7, 2018 – June 3, 2018
Ninety Percent of New Yorkers Say Opioid Crisis Is
Worse Than Any Previous Public Health Crises
According to the final piece of a four-part series poll on
opioids from Siena College, 90 percent of New Yorkers
stated that the current opioid crisis is worse than
previous public health crises. A majority of New Yorkers
also supported strengthening prescription monitoring
services, and 82 percent said that doctors should be
punished for over-prescribing. Most New Yorkers
supported syringe exchange programs, and 59 percent
of New Yorkers opposed funding for supervised
injection sites. Research Institute Director, Don Levy,
said that the four-part poll found that education is the
key in battling the crisis. Further, most New Yorkers
agree that a collaborative effort is necessary to beat the
opioid crisis in the state, and 72 percent agree that
pharmaceutical companies should be held responsible
legally and financially for the crisis.

Whyte, Caitlin. (2018, May 7). 90% of New Yorkers say
opioid crisis is worse than any previous public health
crises. Retrieved from http://wxxinews.org/post/90© 2018 Lumina Analytics, LLC. No claim to original U.S. Government Works or cited materials.

new-yorkers-say-opioid-crisis-worse-any-previouspublic-health-crises
Beyond the Opioid Epidemic: Addressing Addiction and
Mental Health
According to media reports, Ohio had more than 4,000
opioid overdose deaths in 2016 alone. Ohio recorded
the highest number of deaths due to drug overdose at
the state level. The number of deaths in Ohio nearly
doubled over the last two years. According to Greene
County Tea Party President, Dennis Crouch,
government efforts, such as using legislation to solve
the crisis, are only part of the solution. The total
solution requires local resources and an informed
public. He added that everyone must be willing to
contribute to curbing the epidemic. The Greene County
Tea Party will welcome Dr. Greta Mayer, CEO of the
Mental Health Rehabilitation Board, and a team of
professionals to Xneia Nazarene Church. The program
is free and open to the public. Experts will answer
questions and will inform people where help is
available. Other professional organizations will also join
the cause. They will take questions from the audience
after opening presentations.

Mayer, Greta. (2018, May 7). Beyond the opioid
epidemic: Addressing addiction and mental health.
Retrieved
from
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http://www.fairborndailyherald.com/news/27075/beyo
nd-the-opioid-epidemic-addressing-addiction-andmental-health
Could Medical Marijuana be an Answer to the Opioid
Epidemic?
According to two recent studies, states that have
implemented medical marijuana laws have seen a
decrease in opioid prescriptions. Dr. Bill Zempsky, who
oversees pain management at Connecticut Children's
Medical Center, said that although using medical
marijuana may have negative consequences, it has
been shown to reduce opioid prescriptions. Christina
Capitan of Prime Wellness in Connecticut said that the
Connecticut Medical Marijuana Program has
experienced an exponential growth, which they expect
will continue. There are currently more than 25,000
people enrolled in the Connecticut Medical Marijuana
Program. According to Christina Capitan, the facility is
having a hard time keeping up with the patient demand
as the number of patients continues to grow.

Wilson, Bob. (2018, May 7). Could medical marijuana be
an answer to the opioid epidemic?. Retrieved from
http://www.wtnh.com/news/health/could-medicalmarijuana-be-an-answer-to-the-opioidepidemic/1166014477
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County Hopes Small Card Will be Big Help in Opioid
Crisis
In Springfield, Illinois, Sangamon County Opioid Task
Force Coalition hopes that a small card can be used to
save someone's life. According to the reports from
State Journal-Register in Springfield, the Sangamon
County Opioid Task Force Coalition is creating a walletsized card that provides community resources for
those suffering from opioid misuse. The card is part of
a larger effort to connect as many people as possible
with human-service and medical providers that offer
medical care, counseling, and other programs.

County hopes small card will be big help in opioid crisis.
(2018,
May
7).
Retrieved
from
http://www.kentucky.com/living/health-andmedicine/article210678114.html
Florida Awarded Aetna Grant to Tackle Opioid Epidemic
Insurance giant, Aetna, is supporting a select number
of state initiatives to help address the opioid epidemic.
The Aetna Foundation has pledged $6 million in total
for states affected by opioid misuse. Specifically, $1
million was allocated to the Florida Alcohol and Drug
Abuse Association for two projects. The first project
involves increasing direct transition of overdose
patients from emergency rooms to community-based
treatment. The second project will help informal
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networks of recovery gain accreditation to better
support patients in recovery. The Florida Alcohol and
Drug Abuse Association, in partnership with the Peer
Support Coalition of Florida Initiative, will provide
support ranging from behavioral health services to
housing services. Mark Fontaine, Executive Director of
the Florida Alcohol and Drug Abuse group, said that
emergency room visits present a critical moment for
intervening in an opioid overdose. He also said that
with the help of integrated resources, the group can
prevent addicts from misusing opioids again. According
to the Florida Hospital Association, Florida hospitals
treated around 180,000 opioid overdoses last year, of
which nearly 10 percent involved a second or third
overdose.

Freeman, Liz. (2018, May 7). Florida awarded Aetna
grant to tackle opioid epidemic. Retrieved from
https://www.cbs19.tv/article/news/nationworld/florida-awarded-aetna-grant-to-tackle-opioidepidemic/507-549703521
McMorris Rodgers Introduces Legislation to Combat
Opioid
Crisis
Through
Medication
Therapy
Management
On May 7, Eastern Washington Congresswoman, Cathy
McMorris Rodgers (WA-05), and Representative Mike
Kelly (R-PA) introduced the Protecting Seniors from
© 2018 Lumina Analytics, LLC. No claim to original U.S. Government Works or cited materials.

Opioid Abuse Act of 2018. The Act aims to help combat
the opioid epidemic by expanding eligibility for
Medication Therapy Management (“MTM”) services for
Medicare beneficiaries who are at-risk for prescription
drug misuse. McMorris Rodgers said that the opioid
epidemic is causing chaos in communities across the
country, including Eastern Washington. Local leaders
and providers fighting the epidemic every day are
requesting more resources and programs to help
combat this crisis. Rogers said that expanding access to
MTM services for Medicare beneficiaries will allow them
to receive expert advice on managing prescriptions and
reducing the risks of addiction and misuse.

Mcmorris Rodgers Introduces Legislation To Combat
Opioid
Crisis
Through
Medication
Therapy
Management. (2018, May 7). Retrieved from
https://mcmorris.house.gov/mcmorris-rodgersintroduces-legislation-to-combat-opioid-crisis-throughmedication-therapy-mana
OHSU Study Shows Some Relief for Opioid Epidemic
A study, published in the Journal of Hospital Medicine
by professionals at Oregon Health and Science
University (“OHSU”), reports that the battle against
opioid addiction in Oregon continues with newfound
ambition. Healthcare professionals at OHSU discussed
the effects of addiction on patients and care providers
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in Project IMPACT, an intensive study focused on
addiction medicine service. Project IMPACT aims to
decriminalize addiction and advocates for treating
addiction as a disease. The study’s title is “We’ve
Learned It’s a Medical Illness, Not a Moral Choice.”
According to the Oregon Health Authority,
approximately three Oregonians die every week from
prescription opioid overdose. Dr. Honora Englander,
Associate Professor of Medicine at OHSU and the
study’s leading author, said that medical professionals
reported feeling that the care they provided was
careless and risky before Project IMPACT was
implemented. Project IMPACT focuses on a new
outlook on addiction treatment, prioritizing connection
and empathy for people suffering from addiction. The
study’s authors, as well as a number of medical
professionals and patients, have declared the program
a success.

O'Kin, Nathan. (2018, May 7). OHSU study shows some
relief for opioid epidemic. Retrieved from
https://psuvanguard.com/ohsu-study-shows-somerelief-for-opioid-epidemic/
Opioid Deaths Barely Slowed by Prescription
Monitoring, Study Suggests
A new study published in the journal, Annals of Internal
Medicine, reports that prescription drug monitoring
© 2018 Lumina Analytics, LLC. No claim to original U.S. Government Works or cited materials.

programs (“PDMPs”) may be only slightly effective in
reducing overdose deaths. However, certain features,
such as mandatory reviews by providers, can still be
useful. PDMPs, which are believed to be an important
tool in the fight against the opioid epidemic, aim to
tackle the epidemic by reducing the supply of opioids.
David Fink, a social epidemiologist at Columbia
University's Mailman School of Public Health and a
leading author of the study, said that there has been
little research into the programs' actual effectiveness.
Since the programs vary significantly among states,
researchers examined features of the programs that
were most effective in reducing opioid overdose
deaths. Researchers found that mandatory reviewing
of the database by physicians prior to writing new
opioid prescriptions had the strongest association with
reduced opioid deaths. The new research provides
valuable awareness in the role PDMPs can play in the
larger effort to tackle the opioid epidemic.

Lieber, Mark. (2018, May 7). Opioid deaths barely
slowed by prescription monitoring, study suggests.
Retrieved
from
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n-drug-monitoring-programs-opioid-study/index.html
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Virginia Receives Nearly $10M to Fight Opioid Crisis
Governor Ralph Northam announced that Virginia
received nearly $10 million in additional funding to help
fight the opioid epidemic. This is the second year in a
row that the Department of Behavioral Health and
Developmental Services (“DBHDS”) received a grant
from the U.S. Department of Health and Human
Services. The funding will help Virginia’s Community
Services Boards (“CSB”) provide many of the services
and supports needed to fight the opioid crisis including
prevention, treatment, and recovery services for
Virginians struggling with addiction across the
Commonwealth. The grant money will be used to
continue efforts from the previous year including
purchasing medication, hiring medical support staff to
prescribe and oversee clinical treatment, and removing
barriers to accessing treatment such as transportation.
The funds will also help provide counseling and case
management for individuals with opioid addiction.
DBHDS will allocate $6.1 million of the total grant funds
to 25 local community service boards. These boards will
increase access to medication-assisted treatment
(“MAT”). $1.8 million will be allocated to support new
and existing evidence-based strategic prevention
framework grantees. The remaining funding will
support developing partnerships with hospitals that
will connect overdose patients with peers in recovery.
© 2018 Lumina Analytics, LLC. No claim to original U.S. Government Works or cited materials.

Further, funding of hotlines that offer peer support and
information to callers will be continued.
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Westchester Leaders Come Together to Fight Opioid
Crisis
Westchester County leaders assembled in New York to
fight the growing opioid crisis. The Westchester
Community Mental Health Department hosted a
meeting at the County Center to discuss building a
system of care for people with substance misuse and
mental health needs. Organizers said that the meeting
was crucial in the fight against the drug epidemic.
Michael Orth, Department of Community Mental
Health Commissioner, said that there is a correlation
among mental health issues, substance use, and
fatalities, and it is important to address this important
concern. Stephanie Marquesano, founder of the Harris
Project, said that the easiest and quickest way to
change outcomes is to focus on the paths that lead to
substance misuse and addiction in young people and to
study co-occurring disorders. The yearly gathering
connects county health providers, families, consumers,
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and advocates in a communitywide effort to address
opioid misuse.
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Walmart Tightens its Opioid Prescription Policies
Walmart has tightened its opioid policy by limiting the
duration of opioid prescriptions and requiring the use
of electronic prescriptions. The company announced
that, within 60 days, it will only fill first-time acute opioid
prescriptions for seven days or fewer nationwide.
Additionally, the company will limit the dosage to 50
morphine milligram equivalents per day. The new
restrictions follow recommendations from the Centers
for Disease Control and Prevention. There are more
than 5,300 Walmart and Sam's Club locations in the
United States. Walmart also said that it will require eprescriptions for controlled substances starting in
2020. The company said that online prescriptions will
help prevent prescription fraud and minimize error.

Drug Executives Express Regret for Role in Opioid
Crisis, in Testimony Before Congress
George Barrett, Executive Chairman of Cardinal Health,
apologized before Congress for not doing more to stop
shipping a large number of prescription opioids to
pharmacies in two small towns in West Virginia. Joseph
Mastandrea
of
Miami-Luken,
another
major
pharmaceutical company, also apologized for
contributing to the nation’s opioid crisis. The executives
of the companies testified before the House Energy and
Commerce Committee oversight panel that is
investigating
pill-dumping
in
West
Virginia.
AmerisourceBergen, McKesson Corp., and H.D. Smith
were the other companies that testified. However, they
said that they did not believe their companies
contributed to the opioid crisis.

Zezima, Katie & Higham, Scott. (2018, May 8). Drug
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Wiener-Bronner, Danielle. (2018, May 8). Walmart
tightens its opioid prescription policies. Retrieved from
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Bill Named After Dr. Todd Graham Would Help Combat
Opioid Epidemic
Indiana Congresswoman, Jackie Walorski, introduced
bipartisan legislation aiming to improve access to nonopioid pain treatments. The Dr. Todd Graham Pain
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Management Improvement Act (“H.R. 5722”) is named
after Dr. Graham, who was shot to death in July for
refusing to prescribe opioid painkillers. The Act aims to
reduce over-prescription of opioids by exploring nonopioid alternatives in Medicare. California Democratic
Representative, Judy Chu, joined Walorski in
introducing the bill. The bill requires the Department of
Health and Human Services (“HHS”) to conduct a study
and submit recommendations to Congress regarding
improving access to pain management treatments
using non-opioid methods and technologies. It also
directs HHS to analyze the VA/DoD Clinical Practice
Guideline for Management of Opioid Therapy for
Chronic Pain. The analysis aims to examine whether
adopting the VA/DoD pain rating scale will be beneficial
to Medicare patients with chronic pain. Additionally, the
Act requires HHS to develop recommendations on
administrative and legislative actions needed.

Alvarez, Andrea. (2018, May 9). Bill named after Dr.
Todd Graham would help combat opioid epidemic.
Retrieved
from
http://www.abc57.com/news/billnamed-after-dr-todd-graham-would-help-combatopioid-epidemic
Bill to Expand Opioid Treatment Medication for Seniors
U.S. Senators Rob Portman of Ohio and Bob Casey of
Pennsylvania introduced the Medicare Beneficiary
© 2018 Lumina Analytics, LLC. No claim to original U.S. Government Works or cited materials.

Opioid Addiction Treatment Act (“S. 2704”). The
legislation will break down existing obstacles to
treatment by providing coverage for methadone under
Medicare Part B. The Act enables seniors and disabled
patients to receive this important medication in their
doctor’s office. Approximately 12 million Medicare
patients were prescribed opioids in 2015. Senator
Portman said that assuring access to all kinds of
medication-assisted treatment is vital to fighting the
opioid epidemic. According to Senator Casey, the
epidemic is not bound by age, and the bipartisan bill
will help advance treatment efforts. Ohio and
Pennsylvania have been hit hard by the opioid
epidemic. More than 45,000 Ohioans and 59,584
Pennsylvanians received treatment for substance
misuse in 2015. The economic cost of the opioid crisis
in Pennsylvania was more than $53.77 billion in 2016.

Bill to expand opioid treatment medication for seniors.
(2018, May 9). Retrieved from http://www.portsmouthdailytimes.com/news/28106/bill-to-expand-opioidtreatment-medication-for-seniors
Delaware to Get $2M in Federal Support for Opioid
Crisis
Delaware will receive additional federal funds to deal
with the opioid epidemic. Officials announced that the
state will receive $2 million from the United States
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Department of Health and Social Services. The Opioid
State Targeted Response grant is part of a $4.58 billion
federal government investment to fight the opioid
epidemic across the nation. According to the officials,
the $2 million fund will support opening three centers
of excellence in Delaware later this year. This year, 92
people have died in the state due to suspected opioid
overdoses.

Ciolino Nick. (2018, May 9). Delaware to get $2M in
federal support for opioid crisis. Retrieved from
http://delawarepublic.org/post/delaware-get-2mfederal-support-opioid-crisis
State Renews Effort to Address Opioid Addiction
According to the Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention (“CDC”), 115 Americans die every day due to
opioid overdoses, the leading cause of death for
Americans under the age of 50. The CDC estimates
$78.5 billion to be the annual cost of prescription opioid
misuse across the country. According to the National
Institution on Drug Abuse, the economic cost of the
opioid crisis includes costs of healthcare, addiction
treatment, lost productivity, and criminal justice
involvement. Many states, such as Vermont, are making
remarkable progress in the fight against the epidemic.
One of the major hurdles faced by Vermont in tackling
the crisis is creating opioid addiction treatment for
© 2018 Lumina Analytics, LLC. No claim to original U.S. Government Works or cited materials.

prisoners. The Senate recently voted to improve opioid
rehabilitation programs in the state. Additionally,
representatives from the House pushed to expand the
program further, leading to the final approval of Bill
S.166. This bill enables opioid dependent prison
inmates to receive medication-assisted treatment in
state correctional facilities.

Emsfeld, Isabel. (2018, May 9). State Renews Effort to
Address
Opioid
Addiction.
Retrieved
from
https://middleburycampus.com/38952/local/staterenews-effort-to-address-opioid-addiction/
Will Drug Companies Help Pay for the Opioid Crisis in
Delaware?
The Senate Health Committee is considering a bill to set
up a fund to address the spiraling costs of the opioid
epidemic in Delaware. The Prescription Opioid Impact
Fund will be supported by a quarterly fee of $0.01 per
morphine milligram equivalent imposed on drug
manufacturers. Supporters of the bill say it holds drug
companies responsible for their role in the opioid crisis.
Senator Stephanie Hansen believes drug companies
should fix the problem they helped create through
distributing prescription opioids. Taxpayers and
families have been bearing the burden of financial and
emotional costs of the epidemic. The Office of the
Controller General estimates the fund will raise about
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$8.5 million in the first year and more than $24 million
over the next three years.

not yet sued as well as other state governments that
have sued in state courts rather than federal courts.

Vuocolo, Alex. (2018, May 9). Will drug companies help
pay for the opioid crisis in Delaware? Retrieved from
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Judge Overseeing Opioid Suits Seeks Steps to Address
Crisis
Federal Judge, Dan Polster, from Cleveland, Ohio is
currently overseeing more than 600 lawsuits filed by
government entities seeking billions of dollars to
address the country’s opioid crisis. While lawyers
continue settlement talks, Judge Polster will push for
solutions to the opioid epidemic. Judge Polster held an
open-court session in Cleveland. He then met with
attorneys representing government entities and
representatives from drug manufacturers, distributors,
and pharmacy companies. The settlement is compared
to the 1998 settlement involving tobacco companies
that resulted in the payment of $206 billion to 46 states
over a 25-year period. The first trials, scheduled for next
March, will be for lawsuits filed by Cleveland, Cuyahoga,
and Summit counties, Ohio. Judge Polster believes
these trials could be an aid to settlement talks. The
settlement talks will also involve lawyers for about 40
states that are conducting a joint investigation but have
© 2018 Lumina Analytics, LLC. No claim to original U.S. Government Works or cited materials.

The Opioid Crisis: Pain and Progress
The number of opioid overdose deaths in Virginia has
increased by 8 percent in the past year, from 1,138 to
1,227. According to Attorney General Mark Herring,
tackling the opioid epidemic is a top priority of his
administration. In the Hampton Roads area, only
Portsmouth and Suffolk saw an increase in opioid
overdose deaths while the remaining seven cities
showed a decline. The rates of decline ranged from 15
percent in Virginia Beach and Chesapeake to 35 percent
in Hampton. The widespread use of Narcan is a
potential factor in the decline in overdose deaths as
more police, firefighters, and paramedics have begun
carrying the overdose reversal drug. The Virginia
General Assembly also passed a law that permits public
schools to implement an opioid curriculum.

Horne, Chris. (2018, May 10). The Opioid Crisis: Pain and
Progress. Retrieved from http://www.wavy.com/10-on-

29

your-side/investigative/the-opioid-crisis-pain-andprogress/1171206827
As the Opioid Epidemic Soars, Local Jails Turn to Body
Scanners to Keep Drugs Out
In Chesterfield County, Virginia, local jails are
experiencing an increased amount of drugs coming
into facilities as the opioid epidemic escalates. The
Chesterfield jail found bags of heroin and several pills
inside the body of an inmate entering the jail.
Chesterfield Sheriff, Karl Leonard, said that the drugs
were found during a strip search of the individual's
buttocks. Leonard said that if any of the heroin was
laced with fentanyl, it could have killed 48 inmates.
Chesterfield will get a body scanner, which costs more
than $100,000, starting July 1, to prevent inmates from
bringing drugs into the facility. Henrico County already
has a scanner in place and reported that the body
scanner is serving as an effective deterrent.

Hipolit, Melissa. (2018, May 11). As the opioid epidemic
soars, local jails turn to body scanners to keep drugs
out. Retrieved from http://wtvr.com/2018/05/11/localjails-turn-to-body-scanners-to-keep-drugs-out/
Faith-Based Organizations Join Fight Against Opioid
Crisis
Dozens of church leaders from Mid-South region, or the
Memphis metropolitan area spanning over Tennessee,
© 2018 Lumina Analytics, LLC. No claim to original U.S. Government Works or cited materials.

Arkansas, and Mississippi, came together to learn how
the faith-based community can help victims of the
opioid epidemic. The seminar, held at the University of
Memphis, was spearheaded by Christ Church. The
latest Tennessee reports indicate that opioid deaths in
Shelby County have doubled since 2012, increasing to
150 in 2016. According to officials, the entire state is
facing a serious opioid crisis. Reverend Cynthia Davis at
Memphis's Christ United Methodist Church said the
religious community cannot turn a blind eye to the
opioid crisis anymore. Christ United Methodist Church
gave its participants a binder of materials that they can
use to provide resources to someone fighting
addiction.

Faith-based organizations join fight against opioid
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(2018,
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Retrieved
from
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Opioid Forum Brings Community Together
According to Kentucky Attorney General, Andy Beshear,
Kentucky is one of the states hit hardest by the opioid
epidemic. The state has the third highest mortality rate.
Community members have come together to discuss
the current scope of the epidemic and what everyone
can do to stop the epidemic. Major Brittney Garrett,
Jeffersontown Police Department, said that it is
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important to show that people are suffering every day.
Michael Mickel, who battled opioid addiction, said that
it took a two-year prison sentence to become sober.
Beshear said that a big problem is the accessibility of
prescription drugs. He added that people should
properly dispose of prescription medications.

Rivera, Ana. (2018, May 12). Opioid forum brings
community
together.
Retrieved
from
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Break the Chains Raises Heroin and Opioid Awareness
with Concert
As opioid misuse continues to escalate in Michigan,
Garber High School in Bay County hosted a Break the
Chains event to raise awareness of the opioid crisis.
From 1999 to 2016, more than 200,000 people died in
the United States from overdoses involving
prescription opioids. The number of deaths involving
opioids were five times higher in 2016 compared to
1999. Organizer, Pastor Ballard, made the event an
open and judgment-free zone. According to Ballard,
talking about opioid misuse is the first step toward real
change. The event offered direct access to local
organizations for those in need of assistance. Addiction
and recovery specialists from the Bay County area were
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Kuschinsky, Coty. (2018, May 13). "Break the Chains"
raises heroin & opioid awareness with concert.
Retrieved
from
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Governor Reynolds to Sign Bill Helping Fight Opioid
Epidemic
Iowa Governor Kim Reynolds will sign the bill, House
File 23-77, into law to help battle the opioid epidemic in
the state. The bill will put new limits on opioid
prescriptions and require electronic prescription filing.
The bill will also provide Good Samaritan protections
for anyone seeking treatment for an opioid overdose.
Reynolds will sign the bill at Mercy Medical Center in
Dubuque, IA on May 14.

Governor Reynolds to Sign Bill Helping Fight Opioid
Epidemic. (2018, May 13). Retrieved from
http://whotv.com/2018/05/13/governor-reynolds-tosign-bill-helping-fight-opioid-epidemic/
Maine Law Challenges Stigma of Opioid Crisis by
Tweaking Language
According to a special legislative task force working to
end Maine’s opioid crisis, a new state law will help

31

reduce stigma by tweaking language in existing
statutes. The law, sponsored by Auburn Republican
State Senator and the United States Senate candidate,
Eric Brakey, removes references to terms like "alcohol
and drug abuse" and replaces them with “substance
use disorder.” Additionally, "alcoholic or drug addict"
has been replaced with “person with substance use
disorder”. The measure became law without the
governor’s signature on May 1, 2018.

Morin, Ed, & Gratz, Irwin. (2018, May 13). Maine Law
Challenges Stigma Of Opioid Crisis By Tweaking
Language.
Retrieved
from
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Opioid Crisis Spurs Sometimes-Deadly Abuse of
Popular Diarrhea Medicine
Opioid addicts are misusing loperamide, a popular
diarrhea medicine sold under the brand name
Imodium, as an opioid substitute. The Food and Drug
Administration (“FDA”) Commissioner, Scott Gottlieb,
said that the FDA is taking steps to change the drug’s
packaging to deter misuse of Ioperamide. Loperamide
is safe at approved doses. However, it can be deadly
when taken at 100 times the recommended amount.
Gottlieb added that if taken at extremely high doses,
the drug can cross the gut lining, giving users an opioid© 2018 Lumina Analytics, LLC. No claim to original U.S. Government Works or cited materials.

like high. Moreover, high doses of the drug have been
associated with severely abnormal heart rhythms and
even death. To encourage safe use of Ioperamide, the
FDA proposed to ensure that adverse effects are clearly
written on the packaging and that the medicine is not
sold in huge amounts. The agency is working with large
retailers like Walmart, Amazon, and eBay to change
their packaging.

Opioid crisis spurs sometimes-deadly abuse of popular
diarrhea medicine. (2018, May 13). Retrieved from
http://kwbe.com/abc_health/opioid-crisis-spurssometimesdeadly-abuse-of-popular-diarrheamedicine-abcid36068089/
Romeoville-Based Summit Addresses Opioid Epidemic
Progress in Illinois
Experts, public officials, law enforcement, volunteers,
and survivors came together for the Heroin Epidemic
Relief Organization (“HERO”) and Heroin Education
Leads to Preventative Solutions (“HELPS”) Summit on
the opioid epidemic in Will County and across the state
of Illinois. HERO and HELPS hosted the program with
the Southwest Coalition for Substance Abuse Issues at
the Edward Hospital Athletics and Event Center in
Romeoville. The event featured numerous local
agencies and organizations that offer help for recovery,
including Soft Landing Recovery, the Will County Health
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Department, and the Illinois Institute for Addiction
Recovery. The group’s goal is to reduce opioid overdose
deaths by one-third over three years in Illinois. A panel
of experts, as well as local and state officials, spoke
about their work and the progress made to help users
locally and across Illinois. Lieutenant Governor Evelyn
Sanguinetti spoke about her work with the Governor’s
Opioid Overdose Prevention and Intervention Task
Force. Will County State’s Attorney James Glasgow gave
a prosecutor’s perspective on the opioid epidemic by
sharing his work with the county’s drug court program.
Drug court is a diversion program for non-violent drug
offenders to receive treatment, as opposed to receiving
a prison sentence. Kathleen Burke, Director of
Substance Use Initiatives in Will County, said that it is
important that officials such as Glasgow view the opioid
epidemic as a medical problem rather than a criminal
issue. Burke also provided training on administering
naloxone, the overdose reversal drug.

Ortiz, Alex. (2018, May 13). Romeoville-based summit
addresses opioid epidemic progress in Illinois.
Retrieved
from
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Addiction Policy Forum Launches Statewide Resource
Center to Address the Opioid Crisis in Indiana
Addiction Policy Forum (“APF”), a leading addiction
nonprofit organization, has launched its Addiction
Resource Center (“ARC”) in order to serve people across
Indiana. The ARC is a comprehensive, interactive
website to help individuals and families struggling with
addiction learn about substance use disorders and
access help. The website clarifies myths regarding
addiction by presenting the science behind the disorder
in easy-to-read formats, guiding concerned individuals
through a self-assessment tool, helping to develop a
proposed action plan, and providing a database of local
treatment providers. APF president and CEO, Jessica
Hulsey Nickel, said that Indiana saw a 23 percent
increase in overdose deaths from 2015 to 2016. She
added that, with resources added to the ARC database
to help connect Indiana residents to local services, they
hope more patients and families can access the
resources they need. According to Justin Phillips, CoChair of APF's Indiana State Chapter, Indiana residents
can now search through vetted treatment centers and
physicians through the ARC database. APF, which has
chapters in 12 states and a national office in
Washington, D.C., plans to continue adding statespecific resources to its database throughout 2018.
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Addiction Policy Forum Launches Statewide Resource
Center to Address the Opioid Crisis in Indiana. (2018,
May
14).
Retrieved
from
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China's Fentanyl Production, Export Fueling U.S. Opioid
Crisis, Schumer Says
According to Senate Minority Leader, Chuck Schumer,
China produces more than 90 percent of the world’s
supply of fentanyl. Schumer urged China to decrease its
production and exportation of fentanyl into the United
States. His announcement came during ongoing trade
negotiations between the White House and Chinese
officials. Schumer said that the United States'
negotiators have an opportunity to pressure the
Chinese government to prevent fentanyl from coming
through the border. He added that fentanyl is often
mislabeled, or concealed with legitimate imports to
avoid detection by the United States Customs and
Border Protection (“CBP”). Schumer said that fentanyl is
50 to 100 times stronger than heroin. Additionally, in
2016 alone, the CBP seized nearly 200 pounds of
fentanyl and other synthetic opioids. Schumer blamed
Chinese authorities for turning a blind eye to
manufacturers exporting fentanyl to the United States.
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Fox, Alison. (2018, May 14). China’s fentanyl production,
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Wentzville Offering Free Narcan Kits to Fight Opioid
Epidemic
The city of Wentzville, Missouri, handed out free Narcan
kits to combat the opioid epidemic. The National
Council on Alcoholism and Drug Abuse, an American
advocacy organization focused on alcoholism, drug
addiction, and the consequences of alcohol and other
drug use, will help distribute the kits. The St. Charles
County Ambulance will also educate people on how to
properly use Narcan to treat a drug overdose. The
event will be hosted at Wentzville City Hall.

Wentzville offering free Narcan kits to fight opioid
epidemic. (2018, May 14). Retrieved from
http://fox2now.com/2018/05/14/wentzville-offeringfree-narcan-kits-to-fight-opioid-epidemic/
Curbelo Bill Would Support U.S. Hospitals in Managing
Opioid Crisis
U.S. Representative, Carlos Curbelo, of Florida
introduced the bipartisan Hospital Opioid Solutions
Toolkit (“HOST”) Act of 2018, H.R. 5699. The legislation
will provide guidance on pain management and opioid
use disorder prevention to hospitals receiving payment
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under Part A of the Medicare program. Curbelo, a
member of the U.S. House Ways and Means Committee
said the legislation will offer an additional tool for
American hospital systems to mitigate some of the
unnecessary prescribing that has trapped many
Americans in addiction. H.R. 5699 requires the United
States Department of Health and Human Services
(“HHS”) to develop an evidence-based best practices
toolkit. The HHS toolkit will provide comprehensive and
consistent resources for screening of opioid-use
disorder, as well as education for providers and
beneficiaries regarding associated risks and evidencebased pain management alternatives. Co-sponsor
Annie Kuster, U.S. Representative from North
Hampshire and the founder and co-chair of the
Bipartisan Heroin Task Force, said that the bill will give
prescribers and hospitals access to more information
about best practices and alternative pain management
techniques.

Curbelo bill would support U.S. hospitals in managing
opioid crisis. (May 15, 2018). Retrieved from. (2018, May
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Retrieved
from
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Detox Now is La Porte County's Newest Tool in
Combating Opioid Crisis
Police and health professionals created a new program,
Detox Now, to help victims of addiction in Indiana’s La
Porte County, where the opioid crisis is hitting hard. The
program follows the PAARI PATH program, in which
addicts are paired with a volunteer angel to get through
recovery. Detox Now is a free program for all LaPorte
County residents and the program gives people access
to treatment and recovery without the possibility of
getting into legal trouble. The program, funded by a
$633,000 grant from the Health Care Foundation of
LaPorte County, aims to eliminate barriers to recovery.
The police and fire departments, LaPorte hospital, and
the Swanson Center are open to walk-ins seeking help.
La Porte Police Department Executive Captain, Bill
Degnegaard, said that they will not arrest addicts.
Instead, they will take and destroy any drugs or
paraphernalia coming into the program. According to
Daniel Peck, the CEO and Executive Director at the
Swanson Center, Detox Now is providing substance
misusers with the help they need. Detox Now is also
looking for volunteer angels and more funding to
ensure the program continues.

Torie, Caroline. (2018, May 15). Detox Now is LaPorte
County's newest tool in combating opioid crisis.
Retrieved from http://wsbt.com/news/local/detox-now-
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IU Study: Opioid Crisis Cost Indiana $4.3 Billion Last
Year
A new Indiana University study detailed the cost of the
opioid epidemic in Indiana. The report estimated that
opioid misuse resulted in losses of more than $43
billion over the past 15 years. The study outlined an
annual average of $3 billion in indirect losses, including
loss of gross state productivity and underemployment
due to addiction. Ryan Brewer, co-author of the report
and an Indiana University-Purdue University Columbus
Professor, found that another $1 billion per year is lost
in direct costs. Brewer said that the epidemic costs
about $11 million a day in Indiana. The cost to Indiana
was $4.3 billion last year, and the report estimates
approximately the same figure this year. Brewer added
that the study provided a blueprint for communities
across the state to understand the economic impact of
the epidemic.

Sheridan, Jill. (2018, May 15). IU Study: Opioid Crisis
Cost Indiana $4.3 Billion Last Year. Retrieved from
http://wboi.org/post/iu-study-opioid-crisis-costindiana-43-billion-last-year#stream/0
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Marion County Health Center Creates New Opiate
Response Plan
Trinity Behavioral Health Care of Marion County, South
Carolina, created a new opioid response plan. Marion
County is currently the fourth most opiate-affected
county in the state. Executive Director Donny Brock said
that the current epidemic involves a different group of
addictive substances compared to substances from the
50's or the 60's. Brock said that support systems are not
as strong in rural areas, so the new program will meet
the clients where they are and help patients right away.
The program is a partnership with Carolina Hospital
System, Healthcare Partners, Helping Hands Free
Medical Center, the Marion County Sheriff's
Department, Marion and Mullins City Police
Departments, and Marion County EMS. Under the
program, all EMS and law enforcement agencies in the
county will have access to Narcan.

Fodera, Rosalia. (2018, May 15). Marion County health
center creates new opiate response plan. Retrieved
from
http://wpde.com/news/local/marion-countyhealth-center-creates-new-opiate-response-plan
New Law Aimed at Combating Opioid Crisis
New legislation by Senator Fred Mills, designed to help
battle Louisiana's opioid crisis, is now on the governor's
desk. Currently, family members of hospice patients
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are responsible for disposing of drugs after patients
die. The legislation would require hospice providers to
dispose of patients’ drugs, and the state would provide
a new tool to hospice providers for opioid disposal.
Mills and Attorney General Jeff Landry believe that
disposal bags, which are effective in turning opioids to
waste, will ease the state's opioid crisis by keeping
prescription drugs out of the wrong hands.
Mallinckrodt, a British pharmaceutical company, is
donating 30,000 bags to hospice companies. The bags
are also environmentally safe and will keep unwanted
drugs away from pets. Officials stated that this is just
one way of combating the opioid crisis, and they are
looking for more ways to battle the state's drug
problem.

First Aid’s opioid overdose education and naloxone
training. The panel included community educators, law
enforcement, paramedics, and firefighters from across
the country. Opioid overdose education was recently
included in the Mental Health First Aid’s standard
training to better recognize and respond to mental
health and substance misuse problems. The city of
Dayton, Ohio, known as ground zero of the opioid
epidemic, recently piloted Mental Health First Aid’s
opioid component. Congress is currently determining
funding priorities for Financial Year 2019. Congress has
supported funding for Mental Health First Aid training
for law enforcement, teachers, and emergency first
responders historically. The program’s annual funding
was recently increased from $14 million to $19 million.
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combating
opioid
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Retrieved
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Briefing Showcases Mental Health First Aid and Opioid
Epidemic
On May 8, the National Council for Behavioral Health
held briefings to highlight the importance of Mental
Health First Aid training in helping communities
respond to opioid misuse and mental health crises.
Congressional staff were introduced to Mental Health
© 2018 Lumina Analytics, LLC. No claim to original U.S. Government Works or cited materials.

Growing Opioid Crisis Affecting East Texans
In Texas, Longview Partners in Prevention is addressing
the opioid crisis by collecting data through an annual
survey. The survey allows people to anonymously
report their knowledge of substance use, problems, or
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concerns. Preliminary data from the surveys showed
that the Longview community has a significant problem
with opioid misuse.

Cornell, Cinnamon. (2018, May 16). Growing opioid
crisis affecting East Texans. Retrieved from
http://www.ktre.com/story/38199097/growing-opioidcrisis-affecting-east-texans
Opioid Epidemic May Have 'Silver Lining,' Organ Donor
Group Says
According to the national organ procurement group,
United Network for Organ Sharing (“UNOS”), 1,367 of
the 10,000 deceased organ donors last year died from
a drug overdose or intoxication. This is a 144 percent
increase over the last five years. Though data does not
show the specific types of drugs that caused the
overdoses, the organization said that it is in-line with
the soaring increase in opioid overdose death. Deaths
caused by drug overdoses accounted for 13 percent of
all deceased donors last year. According to the data
from UNOS, more than 3,000 Tennesseans are waiting
for an organ donation. Dr. David Klassen, Chief Medical
Officer for UNOS, said that organs from donors who
have died of opioid overdose present a very low health
risk to patients. He added that all organs are screened
carefully and that the organs carry a very low risk of
transmitting diseases.
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Roskam Confronts Nation’s Opioid Crisis via Medicare
Advantage Program
Illinois Representative Peter Roskam proposed three
bipartisan bills to target the opioid crisis following a U.S.
House Ways and Means Health Subcommittee hearing
on the Medicare Advantage Program. Roskam
introduced the Benefit Evaluation of Safe Treatment
(“BEST”) Act, which directs the U.S. Department of
Health and Human Services to review and submit
reports to Congress. The reports are to explore
Medicare Advantage plans, or Medicare Part C, and
supplemental health care benefits made to treat and
prevent substance misuse. According to Roskam, the
BEST Act helps to identify how alternative non-opioid
treatments are covered outside of Medicare coverage
and urges Medicare Advantage plans to explore
coverage for such treatments. The Commit to Opioid
Medical Prescriber Accountability and Safety for
Seniors (“COMPASS”) Act was introduced to establish a
process that addresses erroneous prescription
practices through evaluating doctors’ prescribing
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patterns. It requires the Centers for Medicare and
Medicaid Services (“CMS”) to establish prescription
thresholds based on specialty and geographic area. The
third bill is the H.R. 5675, which requires prescription
drug plan sponsors under the Medicare program to
establish drug management programs for at-risk
beneficiaries.

Roskam confronts nation’s opioid crisis via Medicare
Advantage Program. (2018, May 16). Retrieved from
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A Conference in Eugene Fights Against the Opioid
Epidemic
The Oregon Conference on Opioids, Pain, and Addiction
Treatment invited health providers, community
leaders, and health system leaders to find solutions for
the ongoing opioid crisis. Although Oregon is no longer
the state with the most cases of opioid addiction, the
state has been hit hard by the crisis. The state still sees
more people dying due to overdoses than car
accidents. According to Dr. Jim Shames, who worked in
primary care, a number of problems should be
addressed to help solve this epidemic. Firstly, the cause
of chronic pain and natural pain treatment methods
should be determined. Secondly, medical treatment for
© 2018 Lumina Analytics, LLC. No claim to original U.S. Government Works or cited materials.

addiction should be available to those who need it. This
can help both in the long-term and the short-term by
saving more lives during overdoses.

Hyland, Macy. (2018, May 17). A Conference in Eugene
Fights Against the Opioid Epidemic. Retrieved from
http://www.kezi.com/content/news/A-conference-inEugene-fights-against-the-opioid-epidemic482991481.html
San Francisco to Distribute Opioid Addiction Treatment
Directly to Drug Users
Mark Farrell, Mayor of San Francisco, California, is
introducing a plan to bring drug addiction treatment
directly to the streets. According to the city’s
Department of Public Health, there are more than
22,000 drug users in San Francisco currently. The city
program aims to provide people suffering from opioid
addiction with buprenorphine, which can be used to
reduce or cease opioid use. This program is a follow-up
to the 2016 pilot program, in which city workers visited
homeless encampments to distribute buprenorphine.
The city claims 60 percent of people who received the
drug maintained sobriety. The mayor committed $3
million and ten new employees to offer buprenorphine
to homeless people. The program is expected to be
implemented over the next two months.
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Conestoga Church Hosts Program on Lazarus Project
Fighting Opioid Crisis
People gathered at Conestoga Mennonite Church,
Morgantown, Pennsylvania to learn about the Lazarus
Project in Lancaster County. On May 14, the church
received a renewable Opioid Overdose Kit. The kit
contains naloxone and is the same kit carried by many
first responders, such as EMTs and police officers. The
Lazarus Project aims at eliminating overdose deaths.
U.S. Surgeon General Jerome Adams recently urged
Americans to carry the lifesaving medication, naloxone.
Lancaster County reported 116 overdose deaths
involving heroin, prescription painkillers, and fentanyl
in 2016, a 100 percent increase since 2014.

Quaintance, Carol. (2018, May 18). Conestoga Church
hosts program on Lazarus Project fighting opioid crisis.
Retrieved
from
http://www.berksmontnews.com/article/BM/20180518
/NEWS/180519940

© 2018 Lumina Analytics, LLC. No claim to original U.S. Government Works or cited materials.

Four Programs Split $25,000 Grant to Fight Drug
Epidemic in Broome County
Broome County, New York, is granting $25,000 to local
organizations to save lives from opioid misuse. The
grant was given to Broome-Tioga BOCES, Southern Tier
AIDS Program, Boys and Girls Club of Western Broome,
and Truth Pharm. The Boys and Girls Club of Western
Broome will put the funding toward its Smart Moves
program, which is an opioid addiction prevention
program. Truth Pharm will expand its educational
"Shauna Has A Secret" program, which helps parents
recognize signs of addiction in their children. The
Southern Tier AIDS Program will add two additional
Youth Peer Educators to its support staff. The
organizations are expected to use the funding by the
end of the calendar year.

Hopper, Nathan. (2018, May 18). Four programs split
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Retrieved
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Official Updated on Opioid Crisis Efforts
The new Regional Director of the U.S. Department of
Health and Human Services (“HHS”), Doug O’Brien,
visited Princeton, New Jersey to learn about the success
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of the Drug Take Back Program of Community Partners
Against Substance Abuse (“CPASA”). He also toured the
Perry Memorial Hospital, which is collaborating with
CPASA to combat the opioid crisis. O’Brien said his
office is reviewing outdated regulations to help address
issues many hospitals are facing with mental health
care. HHS is working to enable rural and inner-city
hospitals to provide inpatient treatment for substance
misuse and to increase capacity for mental health
diagnosis.

benefit managers, or the middlemen between drug
manufacturers and pharmacies. Recently, it has been
pointed out that middlemen prevent pharmacists from
informing patients they could get cheaper drugs if they
paid out-of-pocket instead of using insurance.
Additionally, middlemen receive the difference
between the cheaper, non-insurance option and the
more expensive, insurance option. An amendment to
the present bill, sponsored by Representative Lynn
Morris, bans these practices.
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Pecking Away at Opioid Epidemic, Missouri Lawmakers
Limit Length of Prescriptions
The Missouri legislature is working on a bill to limit the
length of an opioid prescription to one week unless the
patient shows a need for more. The opioid crisis has
claimed thousands of lives in the state and the number
of deaths is increasing. Senator David Sater is hopeful
that bills like this are going to curb the opioid epidemic.
Under the proposal, pharmacies could set up kiosks for
patients to drop off unused medications. The proposal,
however, does not set any restrictions on prescriptions
for chronic pain. The bill also addresses pharmacy
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U.S. Surgeon General in Mississippi to Discuss Opioid
Epidemic
Dr. Jerome Adams, the 20th U.S. Surgeon General, met
with Mississippi state officials, as well as the medical
community at the University of Mississippi Medical
Center (“UMMC”), for a discussion on steps the
government is taking currently to stop the opioid crisis.
Surgeon General Adams instructed Governor Phil
Bryant on administering Narcan through a
demonstration. The panel discussion at UMMC

41

included the governor, a state health officer, a public
service commissioner, and an addiction physician.
According to physicians, there are more prescriptions
in the state than there are citizens. The Surgeon
General also said that the federal government will soon
make grants worth millions of dollars available to states
to purchase naloxone, the opioid overdose reversing
medication.

Anderson, Roslyn. (2018, May 18). U.S. Surgeon General
in Mississippi to discuss opioid epidemic. Retrieved
from
http://www.msnewsnow.com/story/38218779/ussurgeon-general-in-ms-to-discuss-opioid-epidemic
Families Gather in Salem to Honor Loved Ones Lost to
Opioid Epidemic
While the opioid crisis continues to affect families
across Ohio and the nation, OhioCAN (“Ohio Change
Addiction Now”) hosted its 5th Steps of Change event to
help spread information about the dangers of drugs.
The organization focuses on the health of family
members impacted by an opioid user. Kim Spencer,
who changed her career from being a nurse to working
in a methadone clinic after losing her daughter,
participated in the Steps of Change walk around
Centennial Park in Salem. The one-mile walk was in
honor of loved ones who died. Dozens of people
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showed up to the event, placing pairs of shoes to
represent someone who died from drugs. The event
also had a number of resources on hand, including
naloxone training and a heroin hearse. Twelve different
people, including Congressman Bill Johnson, spoke
throughout the day.

Trill, Tyler. (2018, May 19). Families gather in Salem to
honor loved ones lost to opioid epidemic. Retrieved
from http://www.wkbn.com/news/local-news/familiesgather-in-salem-to-honor-loved-ones-lost-to-opioidepidemic/1188758426
House Appropriations Committee OKs Funding to Fight
Opioid Epidemic
The House Appropriations Committee approved nearly
$450 million to help fight the opioid epidemic. The
funds are included in the FY19 Commerce, Justice and
Science Appropriations Bill. It includes $380 million for
the Comprehensive Addiction and Recovery Act’s opioid
crisis grants, $75 million for drug courts, $30 million for
prescription drug monitoring programs, and $20
million for veterans treatment courts. The Drug
Enforcement Agency (“DEA”) will receive a $132 million
increase in funding to help prioritize anti-opioid
enforcement efforts, provide additional heroin
enforcement teams, agents, and equipment, and give
additional support to disrupt transnational organized
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crime. Additionally, the bill provides $442 million for
Byrne JAG grants for supplies and equipment for local
police departments, $100 million for school safety
under the recently passed STOP School Violence Act,
$20 million for active shooter training for police, and
$48 million to address the sexual assault kit backlog,
particularly in under-served regions such as
Appalachia.

Holdren, Wendy. (2018, May 19). House Appropriations
Committee OKs funding to fight opioid epidemic.
Retrieved
from
http://www.registerherald.com/news/house-appropriations-committeeoks-funding-to-fight-opioid-epidemic/article_fb4ee84b7b60-5f10-afe2-84e254bcb6d5.html
Opioid Addiction Treatment Bill Cosponsored By
Western Mass Congressman Moves Forward
The Medicare and Opioid Safe Treatment Act of 2018,
an opioid misuse treatment bill sponsored by Western
Massachusetts Congressman Richard Neal and
Republican George Holding from North Carolina,
passed through the Ways and Means committee. The
bill directs the Secretary of HHS to provide Medicare
reimbursement to beneficiaries who are 65 or older
and suffering from opioid addiction. The bill also helps
those who became victims of opioid addiction after
surgery, offering them access to outpatient care.
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Landes, Josh. (2018, May 20). Opioid Addiction
Treatment Bill Cosponsored By Western Mass
Congressman Moves Forward. Retrieved from
http://wamc.org/post/opioid-addiction-treatment-billcosponsored-western-mass-congressman-movesforward
How Narcan is Impacting the Local Opioid Epidemic
Last year, 2000 people died from an opioid overdose in
Illinois. Some people have been saved multiple times by
naloxone, the opioid antidote used to revive victims of
an overdose. The Chicago Fire Department
administered naloxone more than 7,500 times last
year. A state law requires all police officers to carry
naloxone. However, due to cost and lack of training,
many departments have not been compliant. This year,
Chicago police are dedicating $200,000 to arm their
officers with naloxone, and the Chicago Fire
Department will spend $20,000. The Cook County
Sheriff’s Office will receive their supply of naloxone free
of charge. Naloxone comes in many forms, and price
for the medication varies. It can be purchased in a
pharmacy for as little as $130 and as much as $4,000
without insurance. Sheriff Tom Dart said that
advocates, first responders, and municipalities need to
work together to solve the problem. Governor Bruce
Rauner announced a $16-million federal grant last
month to cover new treatment and other services to
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fight the epidemic. Additionally, a task force in DuPage
County will also announce new funding to battle the
opioid epidemic.

Matthews, Elizabeth. (2018, May 21). How Narcan is
impacting the local opioid epidemic. Retrieved from
http://www.fox32chicago.com/news/local/how-narcanis-impacting-the-local-opioid-epidemic
North Carolina Forms Opioid Crisis Teams
Ten local government teams across North Carolina
were chosen to address the opioid crisis in their
communities through an intensive two-year program.
North Carolina Blue Cross Blue Shield and the
University of North Carolina School of Government
made the selections based on regional and economic
diversity and the severity of opioid-related issues in
each community. Some of the counties included in the
list are Forsyth, Durham, Mecklenburg, Cumberland,
and Onslow. The teams will meet five times over the
next two years to share ideas on how to combat the
crisis and track progress.

Frendak, Giuli. (2018, May 21). North Carolina forms
opioid
crisis
teams.
Retrieved
from
http://spectrumlocalnews.com/nc/triad/news/2018/05
/21/north-carolina-forms-opioid-crisis-teams-
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Opioid Crisis Could be Accelerated by 'Super Pills,' Sen.
Chuck Schumer Says
Senate Minority Leader Chuck Schumer urged the Food
and Drug Administration (“FDA”) to take immediate
action on super pills, or high-dose prescription opioids.
Instead of aiming specifically at one manufacturer,
Schumer’s strategy is to tighten federal regulations on
a variety of high-dose opioids. Schumer urged the FDA
to scrutinize safety warnings and distribution for the
pills. According to Schumer, super pills are those with
dosages above a 90 morphine milligram equivalent. He
said that any dosages above a 90 morphine milligram
equivalent should be more closely regulated by the
FDA. Schumer said that the first step should be to
enhance safety measures and warnings for these highdose drugs to inform patients. He added that the FDA
should collaborate with the Centers for Disease Control
and Prevention to create a study on the quantity of
unused super pills. Furthermore, Schumer suggested
the FDA team up with the Drug Enforcement Agency to
increase drug take-back efforts, focusing on community
education for prescription holders and doctors.

Parrott, Max. (2018, May 21). Opioid crisis could be
accelerated by ‘super pills,’ Sen. Chuck Schumer says.
Retrieved
from
https://www.amny.com/news/schumer-opioids-fda1.18639485
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Rep. Garrett Introduces Legislation to Help States'
Combat Opioid Addiction
Congressman Tom Garrett of Virginia, a member of the
House Education and Workforce Committee,
introduced the Assisting States’ Implementation of the
Plans of Safe Care Act. Congresswoman Stephanie
Murphy of Florida was an initial co-sponsor. The
bipartisan legislation increases implementation of the
Child Abuse Prevention and Treatment Act. The Act
ensures that states develop policies and procedures
that meet the healthcare needs of infants and women
affected by the opioid epidemic. Garrett said that the
legislation will help continue efforts that are critical to
fighting the opioid epidemic. He also said that it will
provide help to women and their children who become
opioid dependent. He added that this is an important
next step in a much broader effort, and he is confident
that it will bring everyone closer to making real
progress in this fight.

Rep. Garrett Introduces Legislation to Help States’
Combat Opioid Addiction. (2018, May 21). Retrieved
from
http://www.nbc29.com/story/38239417/repgarrett-introduces-legislation-to-help-states-combatopioid-addiction
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Rite Aid Innovates in Fight Against Opioid Epidemic
Drugstore chain Rite Aid is making DisposeRx available
at all of its 2,500 pharmacies across the United States
as part of its comprehensive strategy to address drug
misuse in the country. DisposeRx packets contain a
biodegradable powder that, when mixed with water in
the prescription vial, dissolves drugs by forming a
viscous gel that can be safely discarded. Rite Aid will
provide DisposeRx packets to patients with new opioid
prescriptions.
Patients
with
chronic
opioid
prescriptions will be offered a packet every six months.
Rite Aid pharmacists will provide counseling on the
proper use of DisposeRx packets. Additionally, all
patients with opioid prescriptions will receive
educational information on opioid use, safe storage,
disposal, and proper use of naloxone. Further, all
patients with new opioid prescriptions will receive
required counseling on their prescription from Rite Aid
pharmacists. The Rite Aid Foundation is also addressing
the issue of drug misuse, as part of its commitment to
create safe and healthy environments for children and
teens. The Foundation will continue to expand its
KidCents Safe Medication Disposal Program.

Acosta, Gina. (2018, May 21). Rite Aid innovates in fight
against
opioid
epidemic.
Retrieved
from
https://retailleader.com/rite-aid-innovates-fightagainst-opioid-epidemic
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Providing Help for Youngest Victims of Opioid Crisis
In Pennsylvania, 58 percent of babies born to mothers
who misuse opioids suffer from the excruciating opioid
withdrawal effects. Federal statistics show that, in the
United States, a baby who has been exposed to opioids
in the womb is born every 25 minutes. Many need
lengthy and expensive hospital stays, and this issue is
worsening. Hospitals will give babies drugs, such as
morphine and methadone, to alleviate their suffering.
However, the long-term effects are still unclear. Experts
studying long-term effects are encouraging all pregnant
opioid users to visit their obstetrician for help.

Richards, Alicia. (2018, May 22). Providing help for
youngest victims of opioid crisis. Retrieved from
http://www.abc27.com/news/opioid-crisis/providinghelp-for-youngest-victims-of-opioid-crisis/1191556150
Traverse City Commissioners Approve Program to
Address Opioid Epidemic
Michigan’s Traverse City commissioners approved a
Harm Reduction program to address the opioid
epidemic. Traverse City Commissioner, Michele
Howard, introduced the proposals. Howard is asking
city commissioners to put $10,000 in the budget for
addiction and treatment education. She is also asking
commissioners to approve a safe syringe program,
allowing people to bring the needles for exchange
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instead of disposing them on the streets or on beaches.
Howard said this will get needles off the streets and
help in preventing the spread of HIV and viral hepatitis
diseases. According to Pam Lynch, Co-Director of Harm
Reduction Michigan, the program directs people with
opioid use diosorder to appropriate facilities for help.
She added that they are trying to establish a trusting
relationship with people to help patients seek the help
they need.

Jones, Taylor. (2018, May 22). Traverse City
Commissioners Approve Program to Address Opioid
Epidemic.
Retrieved
from
http://www.9and10news.com/2018/05/22/traversecity-commissioners-approve-program-address-opioidepidemic/
Warner Introduces Bills Aimed at Combating Opioid
Crisis
U.S. Senator Mark Warner of Virginia introduced four
bipartisan bills aimed at combatting the opioid crisis.
Senator Warner, along with senators John Thune of
South Dakota, Ben Cardin of Maryland, and John
Cornyn of Texas, introduced the Expanding Telehealth
Response to Ensure Addiction Treatment (“eTREAT”)
Act. The legislation aims to reduce existing barriers
curtailing the expansion of telehealth services for
substance use disorders. The legislation will provide
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patients easy access to treatments for substance use
disorders through telehealth services. Telehealth is the
provision
of
healthcare
services
via
telecommunications technologies, such as live video
interactions. Telehealth enables healthcare providers
to treat patients no matter where they live. Additionally,
Senator Warner introduced three other bills aimed at
expanding the use of telehealth services for Medicaid
patients who are receiving substance use disorder
treatment. The bills are the Medicaid Substance Use
Disorder Treatment via Telehealth Act, the Telehealth
for Children’s Access to Services and Treatment
(“TeleCAST”) Act, and the Opioid Addiction Treatment
Programs Enhancement Act.

Warner introduces bills aimed at combating opioid
crisis.
(2018,
May
22).
Retrieved
from
http://augustafreepress.com/warner-introduces-billsaimed-at-combating-opioid-crisis/
Bangor Doctor Testifies at Senate Hearing on Opioid
Epidemic's Impact on the Elderly
A Bangor physician from Maine told U.S. senators that
the opioid epidemic poses unique challenges to older
people, including those who are dependent on opioids
for managing chronic pain. Dr. Charles Pattavina, an
emergency room physician at St. Joseph Hospital and
the former president of the Maine Medical Association,
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testified in a hearing that examined the issue of overprescribing opioids for seniors. He said that there are
many cases in which people who have become
dependent on opioids seem to be tapered off the
medication too quickly without offering alternative pain
treatment. Maine Senator Susan Collins said that even
though many people perceive opioid addiction as
affecting the younger population, the epidemic
intersects just as much with older adults. It is estimated
that the number of people aged 55 or older treated in
emergency rooms for opioid overdoses increased by 32
percent from 2016 to 2017. According to Collins,
seniors using opioids are four to five times more likely
to fall, compared with those using other kinds of pain
treatment.

Lawlor, Joe. (2018, May 23). Bangor doctor testifies at
Senate hearing on opioid epidemic’s impact on the
elderly.
Retrieved
from
https://www.pressherald.com/2018/05/23/mainedoctor-testifies-in-senate-hearing-on-elders-and-theopioid-epidemic/
Brown Working to Get Bills Included in Congress' Next
Opioid Package
U.S. Senator Sherrod Brown is pushing a number of
bills as key Senate committees begin to bring together
the next set of legislation aimed at curbing the opioid
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epidemic. Brown introduced three new bipartisan bills,
including one to require drug companies and medical
device manufacturers to publicly disclose payments
made to medical providers who often prescribe
opioids. These new bills are being considered by the
Senate Finance Committee. The Senate HELP and
Finance Committees are also moving forward with bills
targeting the opioid epidemic, hoping to pass a broad
legislative package this year. Brown is actively engaged
in the work and is supporting several bills introduced
by his colleagues. The three new bills introduced by
Brown are Fighting the Opioid Epidemic with Sunshine
Act, Comprehensive Screenings for Seniors Act, and
Caring Recovery for Infants and Babies (“CRIB”) Act.
Brown will also continue to push previous legislation he
introduced, which includes the POWER Act and The
Collectively Achieving Recovery and Employment
(“CARE”) Act. The Senate already passed Brown’s
Supporting Grandparents Raising Grandchildren Act in
March. The Act established a Federal Task Force to help
grandparents raising grandchildren as a result of the
opioid epidemic.

Carper Introduces Bipartisan Bills to Combat Opioid
Epidemic
Senator Tom Carper introduced two bipartisan bills to
combat the opioid epidemic across the country. These
bills aim to improve the use of telehealth in Medicaid to
treat substance use disorders. The bills allow Medicare
patients to access alternatives to opioid medications
more quickly and easily. Carper said that fatal
overdoses are preventable and that improved access to
alternative treatments, medication-assisted treatment,
and mental health care services can help save lives. The
bills will allow more people to access treatment,
preventing deaths while supporting those in recovery.
The Medicaid Substance Use Disorder Treatment via
Telehealth Act will require Centers for Medicare and
Medicaid Services to issue guidance to streamline,
improve, and increase the use of telehealth in
Medicaid. Telehealth has the ability to provide health
care services remotely to patients. The Electronic Prior
Authorization in Medicare Part D Act, introduced by
Carper, would empower patients to receive faster
access to alternative medication.

Brown Working to Get Bills Included in Congress’ Next
Opioid Package. (2018, May 23). Retrieved from
https://www.brown.senate.gov/newsroom/press/relea
se/brown-working-to-get-bills-included-in-congressnext-opioid-package

Carper introduces bipartisan bills to combat opioid
epidemic. (2018, May 23). Retrieved from
http://www.doverpost.com/news/20180523/carperintroduces-bipartisan-bills-to-combat-opioid-epidemic
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East Tennessee Cities See Growth Stunted by Opioid
Epidemic
Apart from destroying families in the Tri-Cities, the
opioid epidemic is also hampering the community's
growth. According to the Bureau of Labor Statistics, the
unemployment rates in Kingsport, Tennessee and
Bristol, Virginia are 3.8 percent and 7,000 fewer people
are participating in the labor force compared to 2008.
The unemployment rate in Johnson City is also 3.8
percent, but 10,000 people have left the work force in
the last decade. Employers who require candidates to
pass a drug screen are finding recruitment of reliable
workers to be increasingly difficult.

Engel, John. (2018, May 23). East Tennessee cities see
growth stunted by opioid epidemic. Retrieved from
https://www.wbir.com/article/news/local/easttennessee-cities-see-growth-stunted-by-opioidepidemic/51-557611315
Opioid Crisis Putting More Women Behind Bars in the
US
Statistics show that women make up the fastest
growing incarcerated population in the country. Some
say the biggest factor contributing to the growing
number of women arrested and incarcerated is
substance misuse, especially opioid misuse. Nazgol
Ghandnoosh from The Sentencing Project said that it is
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imperative to improve access to treatment for those
who need it.

Hitt, Brandi. (2018, May 23). Opioid crisis putting more
women behind bars in the US. Retrieved from
http://abc7.com/opioid-crisis-putting-more-womenbehind-bars-in-the-us/3514359/
Senators Markey, Murkowski and Hassan Introduce
Bipartisan Legislation to Measure Progress in Ending
Opioid Crisis
Senators Edward J. Markey (D-Mass.), Lisa Murkowski
(R-Alaska), and Maggie Hassan (D-N.H.) introduced
legislation to create a national roadmap for ending the
opioid epidemic. The legislation, the National
Milestones to Measure Progress in Ending the Opioid
Epidemic Act, requires the federal government to set
benchmarks for addressing the opioid crisis and
measure progress on key objectives each year. These
objectives include reducing overdose deaths,
expanding treatment availability, increasing the
number of individuals in sustained recovery, and
decreasing emergency room visits for overdoses.
Senator Markey said the United States needs a
nationwide treatment plan for fighting the opioid crisis.
The senator added that the lack of a dashboard to
clearly and quantifiably show the progress on this
epidemic would cause the country to fight the same
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problems over and over again. The Opioid Milestones
Act will provide national benchmarks to ensure that
federal and state resources pay lifesaving dividends.

Senators Markey, Murkowski and Hassan Introduce
Bipartisan Legislation to Measure Progress in Ending
Opioid Crisis. (2018, May 23). Retrieved from
https://www.markey.senate.gov/news/pressreleases/senators-markey-murkowski-and-hassanintroduce-bipartisan-legislation-to-measure-progressin-ending-opioid-crisis
Stefano, Barbin Legislation to Combat Opioid Crisis
Both Approved by Committees
Bills proposed by Pennsylvania State Senator Pat
Stefano and Representative Bryan Barbin to fight the
opioid crisis have passed their respective committees.
Stefano's bill will make drug treatment options more
accessible to those in rural areas. The proposed
legislation will standardize travel time to 30 minutes for
out-patient treatment for residents in both urban and
rural areas. Barbin's bill will put a two-year period to
limit the use of fentanyl in response to federal and state
emergency declarations associated with the opioid
epidemic. The legislation, which restricts the use of
fentanyl to palliative care, medical emergencies,
surgical procedures, and cancer patients, was
unanimously approved by the House Health
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Committee. Both bills are now under consideration by
the respective full chambers.

Stevens, Matthew. (2018, May 23). Stefano, Barbin
legislation to combat opioid crisis both approved by
committees.
Retrieved
from
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The Hooked Generation: Fighting the Opioid Crisis on
the Front Lines
New York’s Long Island has the highest rate of opioid
overdose in the state. More than a million doses of
heroin were confiscated last year on Long Island. Aside
from prosecuting offenders, the Nassau County District
Attorney is also funding addiction treatment service
programs. District Attorney Madeline Singas said that
they put $580,000 into a program to help victims of
nonfatal overdose, "bridging the gap between overdose
and treatment." Local leaders are pushing for new
programs to combat drug use in Long Island.
Additionally, West Islip’s Good Samaritan Hospital
provides services through peer counselors, or Sherpas,
to show patients the road to recovery and continued
sobriety.

Cole, Kirstin. (2018, May 23). The Hooked Generation:
Fighting the opioid crisis on the front lines. Retrieved
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WV Senator Introduces New Bill to Fight Opioid
Epidemic
West Virginia Senator Shelley Moore Capito introduced
the Opioid Addiction Recovery Fraud Prevention Act to
fight the opioid epidemic. The bill targets fraudulent
practices within treatment centers. The Act will
empower the Federal Trade Commission to take action
if a treatment facility is taking advantage of its patients.
The federal government has committed an investment
of $6 billion for substance use disorder treatments.
Senator Capito said that she wants to ensure the
money is being spent properly.

WV Senator introduces new bill to fight opioid
epidemic. (2018, May 23). Retrieved from
http://www.wtrf.com/news/west-virginiaheadlines/wv-senator-introduces-new-bill-to-fightopioid-epidemic/1194489505
DEA Targets Opioid Crisis with Operation Safe Haven
The Drug Enforcement Administration (“DEA”) launched
Operation Safe Haven, a sweeping enforcement action
spanning Kentucky, Tennessee, and West Virginia. DEA
Special Agents are working closely with state and local
law enforcement partners to target a variety of bad
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actors, ranging from healthcare workers and
distributors to street-level drug dealers, in the states.
According to Special Agent in Charge of DEA’s Louisville
Division Office, Christopher Evans, the states of
Kentucky, Tennessee and West Virginia have been hit
hard by the opioid crisis. The DEA team and state and
local counterparts are working hard to make
communities safer by removing dangerous drugs from
the streets through operations like Safe Haven. In
conjunction with Operation Safe Haven’s enforcement
activities, DEA Diversion Investigators visited more than
100 pharmacies in 70 cities throughout these states to
deliver pharmacist manuals and contact information
for the Louisville Division’s Diversion Program. These
visits mark the beginning of an on-going campaign to
remind pharmacy staff of their compliance duties and
ethical responsibilities.

DEA targets opioid crisis with Operation Safe Haven.
(2018,
May
24).
Retrieved
from
https://www.pioneernews.net/content/dea-targetsopioid-crisis-operation-safe-haven
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DeSaulnier Obtains Key Proposals to Fight Opioid
Epidemic: Adds Three Provisions to ONDCP Bill to
Reduce Doctor Shopping, Promote Evidence-Based
Research, and Require Independent Audits
Congressman Mark DeSaulnier (CA-11) successfully
included three key provisions in a bill to reauthorize the
Office of National Drug Control Policy (“ONDCP”). The
bill passed in the House Committee on Oversight and
Government Reform and is expected to be on the floor
of the U.S. House of Representatives for a vote by midJune. Congressman DeSaulnier said that the opioid
epidemic is the worst public health crisis in the past
three decades and that combatting the opioid epidemic
begins with a strong and coordinated effort by the
federal government. The provisions he included
provide measures to help reduce doctor shopping,
ensure our national drug policies are rooted in fact, and
require necessary audits of the program charged with
setting and implementing the federal response to the
opioid crisis.

DeSaulnier Obtains Key Proposals to Fight Opioid
Epidemic: Adds Three Provisions to ONDCP Bill to
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Research, and Require Independent Audits. (2018, May
24).
Retrieved
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releases/desaulnier-obtains-key-proposals-fightopioid-epidemic-adds-three
FDA Approves a Groundbreaking Opioid Withdrawal
Drug
The FDA has approved a drug known as Lucemyra to
help ease opioid withdrawal symptoms. It could be an
important tool in fighting America’s opioid epidemic.
Lucemyra is already used in the United Kingdom under
the name lofexidine and has a proven track record for
helping patients manage opioid withdrawal symptoms.
Lucemyra helps to combat anxiety and other
symptoms associated with opioid withdrawal.

Williams, Steve. (2018, May 24). FDA Approves A
Groundbreaking Opioid Withdrawal Drug. Retrieved
from
https://www.care2.com/causes/the-fda-justapproved-a-groundbreaking-opioid-withdrawaldrug.html
Judiciary Committee Approves Five Measures to
Combat Opioid Crisis
The Senate Judiciary Committee, led by Chairman
Chuck Grassley of Iowa, approved five pieces of
legislation aimed at addressing the national opioid
crisis. The bills include Access to Increased Drug
Disposal Act of 2018, Opioid Quota Reform Act,
Substance Abuse Prevention Act, Synthetic Abuse and
Labeling of Toxic Substances Act of 2017, and Using
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Data to Prevent Opioid Diversion Act of 2018. Chairman
Grassley said that the opioid epidemic is a crisis that
affects families and communities across the country
and that the committee took several steps forward in
fighting the epidemic. Each of the measures that were
approved will help curb opioid misuse and its tragic
consequences. Grassley said he looks forward to
continued bipartisan cooperation to enact these
measures and continue combatting this epidemic.

exemption, the request would enable millions in new
federal Medicaid dollars for larger addiction-treatment
facilities in Minnesota, making services available to
more low-income people – a population that has been
disproportionally affected by the growing opioid
epidemic. It would also help expand existing centers
and reduce long waits for admission into treatment
centers.

Judiciary Committee Approves Five Measures to
Combat Opioid Crisis. (2018, May 24). Retrieved from
https://www.grassley.senate.gov/news/newsreleases/judiciary-committee-approves-five-measurescombat-opioid-crisis

Serres, Chris. (2018, May 24). Amid opioid epidemic,
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Retrieved
from
http://www.startribune.com/amid-opioid-epidemicminnesota-seeks-expanded-medicaid-dollars-to-treatdrug-addiction/483643661

Minnesota Seeks Expanded Medicaid Dollars for Drug
Treatment
Due to an increase in opioid-related deaths, Minnesota
is seeking to expand the use of Medicaid funding for
residential drug treatments facilities. The state joined a
growing number of states requesting an exemption, or
a "waiver," to a 1960s-era rule that prohibits the
federal-state Medicaid program from funding care at
residential addiction treatment centers with more than
16 beds. President Donald Trump and others have
criticized the rule as an antiquated barrier to caring for
people suffering from drug addiction. If granted the

Rio Arriba County Commission Protests Federal Opioid
Grant Program Focus
In New Mexico, Rio Arriba County Commissioners
unanimously passed a resolution protesting federal
public health grants focusing on white rural counties.
According to the census, Rio Arriba is 71 percent
Hispanic and 20 percent Native American. The county
has had one of the highest drug death rates in the
nation for decades. However, no New Mexico counties
were included as counties that required additional
resources and focus in the Rural Communities Opioid
Response initiative. The program will award grants of
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$200,000 a year for three years for opioid addiction
treatment and prevention. Barney Trujillo, chairman of
the Rio Arriba County Commission, said that the
commission hopes the demographic of people in the
county is truly considered in all possibilities of help.

Baumgartel, Elaine. (2018, May 24). Rio Arriba County
Commission Protests Federal Opioid Grant Program
Focus. Retrieved from http://kunm.org/post/rio-arribacounty-commission-protests-federal-opioid-grantprogram-focus
Senate Finance Committee Introduces 22 Bills to
Address Opioid Crisis
The Senate Finance Committee introduced 22
bipartisan bills to address the opioid crisis in Medicare,
Medicaid and human services programs. Medicaidrelated bills include provisions related to inpatient
treatment services furnished in institutions for mental
disease and medical assistance to infants with neonatal
abstinence syndrome. Medicare-related bills include
provisions to educate Medicare beneficiaries about
opioid use and pain management and to screen for
potential substance use disorders (“SUDs”). There are
also provisions to expand telehealth use for SUDs,
require e-prescribing of controlled substances along
with electronic prior authorization under Part D, and
impose requirements for outlier opioid prescribers.
© 2018 Lumina Analytics, LLC. No claim to original U.S. Government Works or cited materials.

Committee leaders expect to schedule a markup on the
bills, as well as additional proposals, in the coming
weeks.

Senate Finance Committee Introduces 22 Bills to
Address Opioid Crisis. (2018, May 24). Retrieved from
https://www.aha.org/news/headline/2018-05-24senate-finance-committee-introduces-22-bills-addressopioid-crisis
Church Hopes to Tackle Opioid Crisis with "Walk N
Faith" Initiative
The Greater Faithful & True Church in North St. Louis,
Missouri, aims to put an end to the opioid crisis. To
address the epidemic, registered nurse, Sabrina DavisHayes, and her pastor husband have launched the
initiative “Walk N’ Faith.” Their plan is to have one park
walk a month in as many local parks as possible to raise
at least $10,000 to help those who are suffering from
the crisis. Davis-Hayes said that she has dealt with
people who have lost loved ones to opioid misuse and
who are currently suffering from opioid use disorder.
She added that with the help of her church, she and her
husband are reaching out to anyone and everyone in
the community who could help put an end to the
widespread epidemic. Further, the National Council on
Alcohol and Drug Abuse is providing resources to help
save lives, such as funding the “Talk About It” campaign.
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Davis-Hayes added that she is confident that her faith,
along with the help of the community, will bring a
positive change.

Khan, Ayesha. (2018, May 25). Church hopes to tackle
opioid crisis with “Walk N Faith” initiative. Retrieved
from http://kplr11.com/2018/05/25/church-hopes-totackle-opioid-crisis-with-walk-n-faith-initiative/
Sen. Tammy Baldwin Discusses Opioid Epidemic with
Douglas County
U.S. Senator Tammy Baldwin had a discussion with
community leaders about the opioid epidemic and the
continuous efforts to address it in Superior, Wisconsin.
Superior and Douglas County law enforcement, first
responders, and health officials attended the
roundtable. The issues discussed were the lack of
resources and funding for mental health, treatment,
and education. Law enforcement officials said that
there has been an increase in fentanyl on the streets in
Douglas County. Emergency responders also stressed
the need for more direct funding for Narcan and
prevention in high schools. One idea was to create a
lesson plan aimed directly at opioid education. Baldwin
agreed that prevention is the key. Baldwin said that
they have to prevent people from becoming dependent
on opioids in the first place and such action takes a lot
of strategizing. Besides education, she said that
© 2018 Lumina Analytics, LLC. No claim to original U.S. Government Works or cited materials.

increasing training for the prescribing workforce is also
a possible solution. In 2016, the senator helped pass
the Comprehensive Addiction and Recovery Act
(“CARA”), a policy aimed at addressing drug misuse.
Baldwin also called on a Senate vote on new bipartisan
legislation that she helped pass in the Health,
Education, Labor, and Pensions (“HELP”) committee.
The Opioid Crisis Response Act helps prevent the inflow
of illegal fentanyl and opioids from other countries,
support first responders with naloxone, and provide
more resources to combat the growing meth problem
in the state. The act is currently awaiting a Senate floor
vote.

Sen. Tammy Baldwin Discusses Opioid Epidemic with
Douglas County. (2018, May 25). Retrieved from
https://www.wdio.com/news/senator-tammy-baldwinopioid-douglas-county/4923304/
DuPage County Board Funds $100K Toward Opioid
Crisis
Illinois’ DuPage County Board is funding $100,000
toward combating the opioid crisis in the United States.
Representatives from the Heroin Opioid Prevention
and Education (“HOPE”) Taskforce announced their
plans for the funds at the most recent county board
meeting. The HOPE Taskforce was formed in January
2018 as an interagency-interdisciplinary advisory group
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to the county board. The first $50,000 will go toward a
navigation system for substance misuse treatment.
Karen Ayala, the Executive Director of HOPE Taskforce,
said that it will also provide an expansion of services to
connect individuals with treatment quickly and
effectively. The second initiative is to develop a
specialty first-offender drug court, which is an idea
from Chief Judge Dan Guerin, who hopes to have the
drug court running by July 2018. Further, the HOPE
Taskforce also gathered federal funding through the
Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services
Administration to provide Narcan to law enforcement.
The money will also be used to expand the use of
Narcan to citizens who want to be trained to administer
the drug.

Lena, Christine. (2018, May 26). DuPage County Board
Funds $100K Toward Opioid Crisis. Retrieved from
https://www.nctv17.com/news/dupage-county-boardfunds-100k-toward-opioid-crisis/
Helping Mothers, Children Hurt by the Opioid Crisis
Amos House’s Mother-Child Reunification Program is
offering mothers who are suffering from opioid misuse
an opportunity to reunite with their children in safe
housing. The program focuses on recovery and healthy
parenting. Since the program’s creation, it has provided
services to more than 100 mothers and their children
© 2018 Lumina Analytics, LLC. No claim to original U.S. Government Works or cited materials.

for over eight years. It provides services to mothers
who have a complicated history of substance misuse,
who may have been incarcerated due to substance
misuse, who have experienced trauma of their own as
children, and who have active Department of Children,
Youth and Families cases. Approximately 90 percent of
the mothers in the program have reunified with their
children and have retained custody.

Salter, Jessica. (2018, May 26). Letter: Jessica Salter:
Helping mothers, children hurt by the opioid crisis.
Retrieved
from
http://www.providencejournal.com/opinion/20180526
/letter-jessica-salter-helping-mothers-children-hurt-byopioid-crisis
NIH to Extend Deadline for Public Comment on Pain
Management Task Force
The Pain Management Best Practices Inter-Agency Task
Force, a new, high-level federal think tank consisting of
28 appointees, including the National Director of Policy
and Advocacy for United States Pain Foundation, Cindy
Steinberg, is accepting comments from the public
regarding chronic pain. The National Institute of Health
(“NIH”) has decided to extend the deadline for public
comment to June 15, 2018. This is an opportunity for
Steinberg, the only chronic pain patient advocate on
the task force, to ensure more chronic pain patients are
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heard. The task force is responsible with determining
best practices in pain management for the nation and
ensuring consistency across CDC Guidelines, FDA
Opioid Policy, CMS coverage, and VA/DoD Pain
Management Guidelines. The task force, which is
overseen by the U.S. Department of Health and Human
Services, has been charged with proposing updates to
pain management best practices and issuing
recommendations that address gaps or inconsistencies
for managing chronic and acute pain. The task force is
also responsible for providing the public with an
opportunity to comment on any proposed updates and
recommendations, developing a strategy for
disseminating
such
proposed
updates
and
recommendations to relevant federal agencies and the
public,
and
providing
expert
advice
and
recommendations for pain management and
prescribing pain medication.

Coghlan, Ed. (2018, May 26). NIH to Extend Deadline for
Public Comment on Pain Management Task Force.
Retrieved from http://nationalpainreport.com/nih-toextend-deadline-for-public-comment-on-painmanagement-task-force-8836355.html
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Opioid Crisis Trickles Down into the Waters of Puget
Sound
Scientists monitoring water pollution in Puget Sound
have found trace amounts of oxycodone and other
medications in mussels off the coast of Washington.
Biologist Dr. Jennifer Lanksbury, who led the study for
the Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife, said
that
they
found
antibiotics,
antidepressants,
chemotherapy drugs, heart medications, and
oxycodone in the mussels. Fortunately, the problem is
not widespread yet. Oxycodone was only found in three
groups of mussels, out of 18 total sets, and only in small
amounts. Moreover, medical contaminants, which
likely came from treated wastewater, were found only
in the urban test sites, not in commercial shellfish beds.

Cathey, Kyla. (2018, May 27). Opioid crisis trickles down
into the waters of Puget Sound. Retrieved from
http://www.earth.com/news/opioid-crisis-pugetsound/
Opioid Overdose Deaths Surpass 1,200 in Ontario for
2017, New Data Show
According to new data from Public Health Ontario,
more than three people died every day of an overdose
in Ontario last year. According to the preliminary data,
opioid-related overdose deaths in Ontario increased by
45 percent in 2017. The new figures also show Ottawa
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as a new hotspot for the crisis, where the increase in
opioid-related deaths outpaced that of the rest of the
province. There are 64 deaths that Ottawa Public
Health lists as confirmed or probably related to opioid
misuse. Despite the worsening crisis, the province has
steadfastly refused to declare a public health
emergency.

Delamont, Kieran. (2018, May 27). Opioid overdose
deaths surpass 1,200 in Ontario for 2017, new data
show.
Retrieved
from
http://ottawacitizen.com/news/local-news/opioidoverdose-deaths-surpass-1200-in-ontario-for-2017new-data-show
Ruin Wrought by Opioid Crisis is Laid Bare in New
Report
A local report on the opioid epidemic named “Turning
Hope Into Action”, prepared by the Purdue Fort Wayne
Community Research Institute, provides the clearest
evidence that the epidemic is moving beyond addiction
to opioid pills. According to the report, the number of
prescriptions for controlled substances has been
reduced by two-thirds since 2013. Although the
problem of over-prescribing has been addressed, drugrelated deaths continues to rise due to illicit opioid
substances. The Fort Wayne Police Department seized
more than 1,500 grams of fentanyl in 2017. The vice and
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narcotics unit seized over 700 grams of heroin last year.
Additionally, the report states that a separate study
indicated that Allen County and Indiana are still above
the national average for opioid prescriptions perresident. The report originated from months of
discussions led by the Lutheran Foundation and a
countywide task force that is comprised of medical, law
enforcement, judicial, and social service experts. The
subgroups identified action points in four crucial areas
such as prevention, intervention, treatment and
recovery, and enforcement.

Ruin wrought by opioid crisis is laid bare in new report.
(2018,
May
27).
Retrieved
from
http://www.journalgazette.net/opinion/editorials/2018
0527/ruin-wrought-by-opioid-crisis-is-laid-barein-newreport
Scientists Find Opioid Traces in Washington Mussels
While Washington State is one of many areas affected
by the opioid crisis, scientists at the Puget Sound
Institute found traces of the drug oxycodone in mussels
off the coast of Washington State. The researchers, who
use mussels to monitor water pollution, found the
opioid for the first time during testing. They said that
even though there was contamination in the seafood
they used to evaluate pollution in urban areas,
commercial mussel beds are farther away and are not
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contaminated. According to a University of Utah study,
zebrafish, when given the opportunity, will seek out
hydrocodone and show signs of withdrawal.

hospitals. The coaches are former opioid users who
help connect victims with available treatment options
and determine treatment payment options.

Christopher, Brennan. (2018, May 27). Scientists find
opioid traces in Washington mussels. Retrieved from
http://www.nydailynews.com/news/national/scientistsfind-opioid-traces-washington-mussels-article1.4012340

Wisconsin county expands opioid recovery program.
(2018,
May
27).
Retrieved
from
http://www.leadertelegram.com/News/DailyUpdates/2018/05/27/Wisconsin-county-expandsopioid-recovery-program.html

Wisconsin County Expands Opioid Recovery Program
Dane County, Wisconsin’s second-most populous
county, is expanding an opioid recovery program as
health officials in the county and state work to stop the
growing opioid crisis. The program aims to bring people
suffering from opioid use disorder into treatment after
they are incarcerated or after they visit the emergency
room (“ER”). County Executive Joe Parisi said that most
Dane County hospitals currently use a 2016 program to
connect opioid users who visit the ER with statecertified recovery coaches. Area police departments
and emergency medical service agencies will also start
making referrals to recovery coaches starting this
summer. Parisi said that with the expansion, Dane
County will be the only county in the nation with this
comprehensive approach to connect patients with
helpful resources. The recovery coach program is a
partnership between Safe Communities and local

Dayton Wall of Perseverance to Memorialize Opioid
Epidemic Victims with Art
Mosaic artist Jes McMillan, founder of the nonprofit
Mosaic Institute of Greater Dayton, Ohio, is working on
a new way to memorialize victims of the national opioid
epidemic. McMillan’s project would create a memorial
wall made of hand-cut mosaic tiles, called the “Wall of
Perseverance.” McMillan hopes that installing new
murals and signs around the district will promote
community pride and a more positive image of the East
Side, where many people are associated with crime and
drugs. Her opioid memorial project was an audience
favorite at economic development group UpDayton’s
community funding contest last month. Currently, she
is working with the city to finalize a location for the
memorial. She said that the contest winnings of $3,000
and a year of volunteer support will help jumpstart the
project. McMillan, who lost her own mother to a drug
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overdose, hopes that the public art installation will
come to symbolize hope and healing in the Dayton
community, which has been hit hard by the state's
ongoing opioid epidemic.

Mador, Jess. Dayton “Wall Of Perseverance" To
Memorialize Opioid Epidemic Victims With Art. (2018,
May 28). Retrieved from http://wyso.org/post/daytonwall-perseverance-memorialize-opioid-epidemicvictims-art
Mobile Units Help Expand Treatment for Opioid
Addiction
BestSelf Behavior Health, Buffalo, New York, is
expanding access to those battling addiction. BestSelf’s
two specially equipped large mobile units will allow
health professionals to take opioid treatment on the
road. The mobile units are large vans equipped with
technology to enable people who are addicted to
opioids receive treatment from medical professionals,
either in person or via webcam. Patients can obtain a
prescription to help treat addiction. Each mobile unit is
equipped with three team members: a nurse, a
counselor, and a peer specialist. Mona Lisa McEachin,
who battled drug addiction for years, is now focusing
her career on helping others. The peer specialists have
been a key to the program's success. The units can be
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found in urban, suburban, and rural areas throughout
Western New York.

Wooten, Michael. (2018, May 28). Mobile units help
expand treatment for opioid addiction. Retrieved from
https://www.wgrz.com/article/news/health/mobileunits-help-expand-treatment-for-opioid-addiction/71559266802
New Program to Combat the Opioid Epidemic
The city of Buffalo, New York, is implementing a new
program to combat the opioid epidemic. The pilot
program aims to help opioid-dependent patients
through treatment and therapy. Mobile units will drive
around the city every day, looking for people who need
help fighting their addiction. The program founders
said that making house calls will help get people on the
road to recovery.

New program to combat the opioid epidemic. (2018,
May
28).
Retrieved
from
http://cnycentral.com/news/local/new-program-tocombat-the-opioid-epidemic
Opioid-Related Deaths Down, But Not in All
Demographics
According to a new report from the Massachusetts
Department of Public Health, opioid-related deaths
decreased by five percent compared to last year.
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Opioid prescriptions have dropped in Massachusetts,
as well as nationwide. Michael Botticelli, the Director of
the Grayken Center for Addiction Medicine at Boston
Medical Center, said that it is significant that there has
been a drop in the number of deaths. He added that it
is an indication that some strategies are beginning to
take hold. Botticelli referenced a study that showed
services provided by drug companies can have an
impact on how often a doctor prescribes an opioid.
According to Botticelli, sales representatives should
stop providing services to doctors to prevent
incentivizing and supporting opioid over-prescription.
In addition, Botticelli said that alternative therapies like
acupuncture and physical therapy can help.

$350,000 grant to Allegheny County Health Department
to fund the department's outreach in communities
affected by the opioid crisis. The funds will be used to
conduct in-depth interviews to identify intervention
strategies. Part of the grant will be given out as mini
grants. The department will work with researchers at
the University of Pittsburgh, led by Dr. Judy Chang,
Associate Professor of Obstetrics, Gynecology, and
Reproductive Sciences. The team will interview
community stakeholders, first responders, service
providers, intravenous drug users, those in recovery,
and those whose family members have died from an
overdose. The county will announce later this year
where the mini grants will go.

Goldstone, Heather., & Partan, Elsa. (2018, May 28).
Opioid-Related Deaths Down, But Not in All
Demographics.
Retrieved
from
http://capeandislands.org/post/opioid-related-deathsdown-not-all-demographics#stream/0

Clift, Theresa. (2018, May 29). Allegheny County Health
Department gets $350K grant to combat opioid crisis.
Retrieved
from
http://triblive.com/local/allegheny/1370205374/allegheny-county-health-department-gets-350kgrant-for-outreach-to-communities-affected

Allegheny County Health Department Gets $350K Grant
to Combat Opioid Crisis
The opioid crisis has affected communities in
Pennsylvania’s Allegheny County disproportionately.
According to the 2015 mortality report, the county's
overdose death rate is increasing faster than any other
cause of death. The Hillman Foundation provided a
© 2018 Lumina Analytics, LLC. No claim to original U.S. Government Works or cited materials.

Center Specializing in Opioid Addiction Treatment
Opens in Jackson
A new center specializing in treating opioid addiction
opened in Jackson, Mississippi. Mississippi had more
than 560 drug overdose deaths in the past three years.
Health care providers said that overdose deaths are
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surpassing those caused by car accidents. Former
United States Senator Rick Santorum joined Governor
Phil Bryant for a ribbon-cutting ceremony to officially
open Pathway Healthcare's third operation at Baptist
Medical Center. The operators said that the outpatient
facility will address medical problems and the
psychological impact of addiction.
Simmons, Scott. (2018, May 29). Center specializing in
opioid addiction treatment opens in Jackson. Retrieved
from http://www.wapt.com/article/center-specializingin-opioid-addiction-treatment-set-to-open/20950084
Congressman Neal Dunn Hopeful Veterans Affairs
Reform Bill will Combat Opioid Epidemic
The VA Mission Act of 2018, a $55 billion Veterans
Affairs reform bill, is headed to the White House for
approval. The Act, which the Senate has passed, is a
combination of bills that could change the way veterans
receive care. The VA Mission Act of 2018 would allow
veterans to seek care at private doctors at the expense
of taxpayers. Florida Congressman Neal Dunn, who
supports the bill, said that it would give more options
to veterans in the Florida Panhandle area who have to
travel miles to receive care. The Act ensures that health
care providers have access to veteran patients’
medication histories, including a list of all medication
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prescribed to the veteran, in an effort to combat the
opioid epidemic.

Mitchell, Kirsten. (2018, May 29). Congressman Neal
Dunn Hopeful Veterans Affairs Reform Bill will Combat
Opioid
Epidemic.
Retrieved
from
http://www.mypanhandle.com/news/congressmanneal-dunn-hopeful-veterans-affairs-reform-bill-willcombat-opioid-epidemic/1206647085
Elderly Americans Often Overlooked In Opioid
Epidemic
The Senate Aging Committee is focusing on the elderly
population, a group that is often overlooked amid the
opioid crisis. U.S. Senators Susan Collins and Bob
Casey, the Chairman and Ranking Member of the
committee, held a hearing to discuss prevention and
treatment of opioid misuse among older Americans.
According to the Department of Health and Human
Services Office of Inspector General, one in three
Medicare Part D participants received an opioid
prescription in 2016. The Substance Abuse and Mental
Health Services Administration (“SAMHSA”) also
reported that opioid misuse doubled between 2002
and 2014 among Americans 50 and older. However,
Medicare Part D does not cover methadone treatment
for those who become addicted. According to William
Stauffer, Executive Director of the Pennsylvania
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Recovery Organizations Alliance, methadone for opioid
addiction treatment is not covered because of where it
is dispensed. Stauffer said that the Wolf administration
and the Department of Drug and Alcohol have set up a
helpline that anybody of any age can call to seek help.
Anyone who calls the helpline, which is available 24hours a day, free, and confidential, will receive help
finding treatment in conjunction with SAMHSA.

Mangino, Robert. (2018, May 29). Elderly Americans
Often Overlooked In Opioid Epidemic. Retrieved from
https://kdkaradio.radio.com/articles/news/elderlyamericans-often-overlooked-opioid-epidemic
GA DPH Official to Give Presentation on the Opioid
Crisis at Piedmont Columbus Regional
Piedmont Columbus Regional, Georgia, is addressing
the ongoing opioid crisis through a presentation at its
Midtown Campus Conference Center. Dr. Patrick
O’Neal, the Commissioner and Director of Health
Protection at the Georgia Department of Public Health,
will lead the presentation during Piedmont Columbus
Regional’s Emergency Response team meeting.
According to the Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention (“CDC”), 42,000 Americans died from
opioids in 2016. This translates to an average of about
115 Americans dying due to opioid overdose every day.
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Moreover, 40 percent of all opioid overdose deaths
involve a prescription opioid.

Thomas, LaPorsche. (2018, May 29). GA DPH official to
give presentation on the opioid crisis at Piedmont
Columbus
Regional.
Retrieved
from
http://www.wrbl.com/news/local-news/ga-dph-officialto-give-presentation-on-the-opioid-crisis-at-piedmontcolumbus-regional/1205820076
Students Recognized for Essay on How to Solve the
Opioid Crisis
Keylie Lopez and Alexa Perez, two students from Texas,
were recognized for the essays the students wrote
regarding how the United States should handle the
national opioid crisis and drug problems. According to
the National Institute on Drug Abuse, more than 115
people in the United States die from drug overdoses
every day. Lopez of Lamar Middle School, who won first
place, wrote that the country should make specialty
hospitals, where patients will have to go through a
series of steps in order to obtain medications. Through
this process, doctors and nurses can determine how
much medication patients actually need. Perez of St.
Peter’s School, who won third place, said that she
believes schools need to educate students on the
opioid crisis and the effects drugs have on drug users
and their families. The two were selected by their

63

school counselors for the Eighth Graders of the Month
Award.

Students recognized for essay on how to solve the
opioid crisis. (2018, May 29). Retrieved from
http://www.kgns.tv/content/news/Studentsrecognized-for--483956461.html
Border Security, Opioid Crisis Addressed in Phoenix
Hearing
Politicos and security officials in Arizona gathered in
Phoenix for a hearing on the opioid crisis and border
security, two key issues in the upcoming midterm
election. Governor Doug Ducey, and Representatives
Kyrsten Sinema and Martha McSally were present at
the hearing.

Gilger,Lauren and Casey, Matthew. (2018, May 30).
Border Security, Opioid Crisis Addressed In Phoenix
Hearing.
Retrieved
from
http://kjzz.org/content/643755/border-security-opioidcrisis-addressed-phoenix-hearing
Cantrell, Cassidy Discussing Opioid Epidemic
Mayor Latoya Cantrell of New Orleans, Louisiana, and
Senator Bill Cassidy, will hold a roundtable discussion
on the opioid epidemic. The discussion came after
Cassidy recently said that the United States must
address the opioid crisis on multiple fronts. Cassidy
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said that there are now billions of dollars for states,
local governments, and agencies to provide services.
Cassidy and Latoya will talk about the crisis with
members of law enforcement, judges, local officials,
and community leaders.

Cantrell, Cassidy discussing opioid epidemic. (2018,
May
30).
Retrieved
from
http://www.fox8live.com/story/38305128/cantrellcassidy-discussing-opioid-epidemic
FDA Launches Innovation Challenge to Help Stem
Opioid Crisis
The U.S. Food and Drug Administration (“FDA”) have
announced an innovation challenge to address the
national opioid epidemic. The FDA aims at developing
digital health technologies that provide unique
approaches in tackling the opioid crisis. New
approaches include medical devices, diagnostic tests,
and mobile apps. FDA Commissioner Scott Gottlieb has
stated that the challenge is open for products at any
stage of development. Developers are expected to
work with the FDA review division during the
development and evaluation of the product. Devices
that meet the requirements will be given the FDA’s
breakthrough device designation. The FDA is always
ready to provide necessary assistance in promoting
innovative devices that could help tackle the opioid
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crisis. Recently, the agency approved about 200 new
devices. Submissions for the new challenge can be
made from June 1 through September 30, and selected
applicants will be announced in November 2018. The
Center for Devices and Radiological Health will evaluate
the submissions for feasibility, impact on public health,
and novelty.
Monegain, Bernie. (2018, May 30). FDA launches
innovation challenge to help stem opioid crisis.
Retrieved from https://www.ania.org/fda-launchesinnovation-challenge-help-stem-opioid-crisis
Life Core Offering 90-day Opioid Treatment Program
Federal funding has opened a window for opioid
addiction treatment at Life Core in Tupelo, Mississippi.
The addiction treatment services wing of the
community mental health center is able to offer a 90day treatment program to help patients start their
recovery through federal grant money administered by
the state. Clint Crawford, Life Core Director of Addiction
Services, said that the federal grant funding allows Life
Core to offer treatment to those who do not have a way
to pay for treatment. The 90-day program starts with
short-term use of medication assistance therapy to
ease withdrawal symptoms. Crawford said that
although withdrawal symptoms are miserable, the
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withdrawal period from opioids is not generally life
threatening.

Morris, Michaela Gibson. (2018, May 30). Life Core
offering 90-day opioid treatment program. Retrieved
from
http://www.djournal.com/news/local/life-coreoffering--day-opioid-treatmentprogram/article_856596fa-93a7-57f2-9a3afa172033df01.html
Sheriff Cocchi to Announce New Plan to Combat Opioid
Epidemic
According to the Massachusetts Department of Public
Health, the state had more than 1,500 confirmed
opioid-related overdose deaths in 2017. While the
opioid crisis has affected hundreds of families across
western Massachusetts, local leaders have found a new
way to curb the epidemic. Sheriff Nick Cocchi is
planning to announce a way to combat the epidemic at
the Western Massachusetts Recovery and Wellness
Center on Mill Street in Springfield, focusing on a new
partnership and initiative to combat opioid addiction.
Recently, local police departments have also teamed up
with the Drug Enforcement Administration to combat
the deadly epidemic. Cocchi will be joined by more than
100 state, regional, and local leaders for the
announcement.
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Speller, Ciara. (2018, May 30). Sheriff Cocchi to
announce new plan to combat opioid epidemic.
Retrieved from http://www.wwlp.com/news/localnews/hampden-county/sheriff-cocchi-to-announcenew-plan-to-combat-opioid-epidemic/1207615249
Sinema Urges Action by Arizona Leaders to Fight Opioid
Epidemic, Strengthen Border
In a Homeland Security subcommittee hearing in
Phoenix, Congresswoman Kyrsten Sinema emphasized
the impact of opioids on Arizona communities. She
identified some measures to stop the opioid epidemic.
Sinema is a vocal advocate for Medicaid and has helped
the Drug Enforcement Administration in introducing
legislation to reduce corruption and to combat the
opioid epidemic. She urged Arizona lawmakers to come
together, irrespective of their political views, to fight the
opioid crisis and to strengthen border security.
According to Sinema, simple steps have to be taken to
fight the crisis, such as securing the border with proven
strategies, providing effective support to treatment
programs, and eliminating the root cause of the
problem. She also noted that the Pass Act, along with
Governor Doug Ducey’s Arizona Opioid Epidemic Act,
will help in reducing opioid over-prescription. Sinema
also sought information from Governor Ducey on his
administration’s measures to reduce funding for drug
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smuggling, improve utilization of AHCCCS, and
coordinate with federal agencies in fighting the crisis.

Sinema Urges Action by Arizona Leaders to Fight Opioid
Epidemic, Strengthen Border. (2018, May 30). Retrieved
from
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AMA Touts Leadership Combating Opioid Epidemic as
Story Labels Group a Barrier to Reforms
The American Medical Association (“AMA”) detailed how
physician leadership has contributed in fighting the
opioid epidemic in a recently released report.
According to the report, opioid prescriptions have
declined about 22 percent since 2013, and physicians
have become more judicious in prescribing opioids.
The AMA touted the increased use of prescription drug
monitoring programs (“PDMP”) in the report. However,
according to the Daily Beast report, AMA is a big hurdle
for Congress, in addressing the opioid crisis. The report
states that AMA has resisted requirements in the fight
against the opioid epidemic, such as limiting opioid
prescriptions for acute pain to three days or less and
mandatory physician education. According to the
report, AMA spent about $21.5 million on lobbying in
2017. This year, AMA has spent $6.8 million and has
given more than $500,000 to members of Congress
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during the 2018 election campaign. Gary Mendell, CEO
of anti-addiction nonprofit Shatterproof, stated that
AMA will “resist anything that regulates healthcare.”
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HOPE Act Aims to Confront NC Opioid Epidemic
North Carolina lawmakers introduced a new bill, the
Heroin and Opioid Prevention and Enforcement
(“HOPE”) Act, to curb the opioid epidemic in the state.
State Attorney General Josh Stein detailed the bill to law
enforcement representatives. The Act ensures that all
the necessary tools are available to law enforcement
officers confronting the opioid epidemic. The Act aims
to strengthening the consequences for healthcare
workers involved in stealing, diluting, or substituting
drugs. The Act also aims to improving the investigation
process by providing investigators with access to data
on prescriptions and other records, funding additional
SBI agents to coordinate local drug investigators, and
expanding and strengthening the Controlled
Substances Reporting System. The Act addresses
medical providers and closes all loopholes.
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Indivior Subpoenaed by California Department of
Insurance over Its Opioid Addiction Treatment
The Office of the Insurance Commissioner for the
California Department of Insurance subpoenaed
Indivior on May 29. The office requested documents on
Indivior’s opioid addiction treatment, Suboxone, Film.
Indivior has agreed to comply with the subpoena and
cooperate with any related government inquiry.
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Jiff-E-Mart to Raise Funds to Fight Opioid Epidemic
Alcoholism and Substance Abuse Providers (“ASAP”),
New York, announced a fundraising campaign in
partnership with Jiff-E-Mart to help fight the opioid
crisis. The “Superstorm Opioids Relief Fund” campaign
runs from June through November. Jiff-E-Mart will
donate one cent from every gallon of gas purchased at
its three Jiff-E-Mart gas stations in North Greenbush,
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Averill Park, and Castleton. The goal of the campaign is
to raise awareness and funds for addiction prevention,
treatment, and recovery and to engage the community
in addressing the opioid crisis. John Coppola, Executive
Director of ASAP, said that Jiff-E-Mart’s campaign is a
good example of leadership and the importance of the
business community in addressing critical issues.
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Opioid Epidemic is Forcing More Children into Foster
Care System, Local Agencies Say
The opioid epidemic is leaving many children without
their parents in Western New York, and agencies say it
is causing a foster care crisis. Betsy Farkas, Program
Director at KidsPeace, Williamsville, said that children
coming into care are more traumatized compared to 13
years ago. As the opioid crisis continues to worsen, the
need for childcare has increased, and more children are
being forced into foster care. Farkas said that agencies
struggle to find homes for groups of children affected
by drug overdoses.
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Organization Unveils Strategy to Fight Opioid Epidemic
The Michigan Health Improvement Alliance (“MHIA”) is
working with health professionals to identify effective
strategies and areas in need of improvement to tackle
the opioid crisis. The MHIA has unveiled a regional
strategy map to streamline its efforts in the Great Lakes
Bay Region. Bay County Public Health Officer Joel Strasz
has referred to the opioid epidemic as a public health
issue that has affected all sectors of society. According
to Beth Roszatycki, CEO of the MHIA, the opioid regional
strategy map is a living document that aims at providing
new solutions.

Felton, James. (2018, May 31). Organization unveils
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Sen. Brown Sponsors Three Bills Related To Opioid
Crisis
On May 31, Senator Sherrod Brown introduced three
bipartisan bills for fighting the opioid crisis. One bill
seeks transparency in the drug marketing by requiring
drug manufacturers and medical device makers to
disclose speaking fees. Another bill from Senator Joe
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Manchin aims to expand the DEA’s authority to seize
suspicious shipments. Brown’s bills require doctors to
discuss risks of addiction with senior patients and
ensure that health care provided to infants born of
addiction is covered by Medicaid.

M.L. Schultze. (2018, May 31). Sen. Brown Sponsors
Three Bills Related To Opioid Crisis. Retrieved from
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Could Medical Marijuana Help Fight Pa.'s Opioid
Epidemic? These Local Doctors Think So
A number of local doctors in Pennsylvania believe that
medical marijuana can help reduce opioid
prescriptions and can be used to treat addiction.
According to the state Department of Health, there are
five physicians in Centre County who are approved to
certify patients to participate in Pennsylvania's medical
marijuana program. Governor Tom Wolf signed the
medical marijuana program into law in April 2016.
Currently, more than 37,000 Pennsylvanians have
registered to participate in the program, and more than
16,000 of them have received identification cards and
received medical marijuana at a dispensary. The state
Department of Health recently approved temporary
changes to its medical marijuana program that add
opioid addiction to the list of qualifying conditions for
© 2018 Lumina Analytics, LLC. No claim to original U.S. Government Works or cited materials.

using medical marijuana. According to Secretary of
Health, Dr. Rachel Levine, medical marijuana is not a
substitute for proven treatments addressing opioid
misuse. However, in Pennsylvania, medical marijuana
will be available to patients if all other treatments fail,
or if a physician recommends that it be used in
conjunction
with
traditional
therapies.
Eight
universities, including Penn State's College of Medicine,
have been approved by the Department of Health to
study medical marijuana, but a judge recently put a
hold on those plans citing issues with how the agency's
regulations could circumvent licensing medical
marijuana growers and dispensaries.
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Fewer Mainers Dying of Drug Overdoses, But Opioid
Epidemic Rages On, New Data Shows
Maine Attorney General, Janet Mills, stated that the
state had 86 drug-related deaths in the first quarter of
2018. She said that if the number stays on pace through
the year, there would be a decrease in the number of
drug deaths since the start of the opioid crisis. In 2017,
418 people died in Maine from drug overdose. The
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youngest person was 18 and the oldest was 94. New
data show that, in the first quarter of 2018, there were
a higher proportion of deaths involving fentanyl, a
synthetic opioid that is 30 to 50 times more potent than
heroin and is often fatal seconds after ingestion. In the
first quarter of 2017, there were 89 overdose deaths.
The number of deaths associated with heroin alone has
decreased annually.

Fewer Mainers dying of drug overdoses, but opioid
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New Laws to Combat Opioid Epidemic in Effect
On June 1, a number of Michigan state laws regulating
opioids went into effect. The laws are part of 10 bills
signed by Lieutenant Governor Brian Calley last year
with a delayed effective date. The laws make changes
to narcotic prescribing in order to keep patients safe,
ensure they are well informed about their medications,
and keep unused pills off the streets. One of the
changes requires doctors to run a Michigan Automated
Prescription System query before prescribing narcotics.
The query checks if a patient is receiving prescriptions
from other doctors. The check will prevent doctors
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from prescribing medications that may be
contraindicated. It will also prevent doctor shopping, a
practice where patients with substance misuse
disorders obtain medications from multiple doctors.
The new regulations focus on preventing new
generations from substance misuse disorders.
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Origins of the Opioid Epidemic: Purdue Pharma Knew
of OxyContin Abuse in 1996 But Covered It Up
A New York Times report revealed that Purdue Pharma,
manufacturer of the drug OxyContin, was aware of the
addictive nature of the medication as early as 1996, the
first year after the drug was introduced to the market.
The Times published a confidential Justice Department
report showing that Purdue Pharma executives were
told OxyContin was being crushed and snorted for its
powerful high, but still promoted the drug as less
addictive than other opioid painkillers. This report is
important as Purdue executives testified before
Congress that they were unaware of the drug’s growing
misuse until years after it was brought on the market.
Currently, drug overdose is the leading cause of death
for Americans under the age of 50. According to the
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Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, drug
overdose deaths involving opioids rose to about 46,000
for the 12-month period that ended October 2017. This
figure increased approximately 15 percent from
October 2016. The opioid epidemic has been so
widespread that life expectancy is falling in the United
States for the first time in 50 years.
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Partnership Aims to Tackle the Opioid Crisis
The Mobile Outreach Team, a partnership between first
responders in Williamson County, Texas, aims to tackle
the opioid crisis in the area. The county's Mobile
Outreach Team works from fire stations in Round Rock.
The team will assist local first responder agencies in
helping patients going through a mental health crisis or
with overdose treatments. Leaders with the Mobile
Outreach Team are trained to administer naloxone, the
life-saving antidote for opioid overdose. The Mobile
Outreach Team also works with local schools, churches,
and hospitals.
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Can Medical Marijuana Help Combat Illinois' Opioid
Crisis?
Illinois lawmakers created an unusual solution to
combat the opioid crisis. They are allowing doctors to
prescribe medical marijuana instead of opioids as a
way to curb the growing epidemic. Illinois doctors can
choose to prescribe cannabis for patients who suffer
from conditions traditionally treated with opioids. The
plan, which is on the governor's desk, addresses the
growing opioid crisis in the state. According to the
Illinois Department of Public Health, 11,000 people died
from opioid-related overdoses since 2008. In 2016,
opioid deaths were nearly double the number of fatal
car accidents. Representative Kelly Cassidy, a Chicago
Democrat who championed the legislation in the
House, said that the program aims to prevent more
Illinoisans from becoming addicted to opioids.
According
to
national
cannabis
experts,
if
implemented, the program would be unique and would
expand Illinois' medical marijuana market by 10 times.
Further, the plan would remove requirements that
patients undergo background checks and fingerprint
scans. The proposed program is expected to give those
with chronic pain access to medical marijuana, at least
temporarily.
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Volunteer Fire Departments Tackle Opioid Crisis
Volunteer firefighters from around the country
gathered in Concord, North Carolina for the National
Volunteer Fire Council Summit. One of the main topics
of discussion is tackling the opioid crisis. Fire officials
said that more first responders are exposed to fentanyl
on the job. To ensure firefighters are not harmed from
the exposure, some departments are equipping
firetrucks with Narcan spray. The Charlotte Fire
Department started equipping its firefighters with
Narcan in 2014. Firefighters at the summit said that the
job has always been risky, but with the added threat of
fentanyl exposure, they are even more careful when
responding to calls.
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Ad Campaign Aimed at Discouraging Opioid Use
A community education campaign aimed at preventing
prescription medication misuse by teens is starting this
month. The $2.25 million effort is approved by the
Alcohol, Drug, and Mental Health (“ADAMH”) Board of
Franklin County, Ohio. CEO David Royer said that initial
money for the campaign is provided by the Columbus
Foundation through a fund supported by the
Nationwide Foundation. Royer stated that funding from
other organizations will also support this communitybased education campaign. Although the goal of the
Franklin County campaign is to keep young people from
misusing prescription medications, their parents are
the targeted audience. Peggy Anderson, a member of
the ADAMH board, said that adults can take steps to
keep their children from having access to narcotics in
the house. Many teens and young adults, who become
addicted to opioids, start with the improper use of
painkillers prescribed to them or to family members.
Some then turn to cheaper street drugs, such as heroin,
when prescription medications become unavailable.
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Battling Opioid Crisis Through Translational Science
The Center for Leading Innovation and Collaboration
(“CLIC”), a national conference held at the University of
Rochester, New York, hosted discussions on how to
address opioid misuse through translational science.
Martin Zand, the Co-Director of CLIC, said that
translational science builds bridges that connect
researchers with people suffering from addiction. Zand
added that this conference brought researchers,
clinicians, and others together to network and spark
future collaborations regarding treatment options.
Over 40 institutions, as well as the National Institutes of
Health and VA Medical Systems, were represented.
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Opioid Bills Would Tackle Hawaii's Opioid Crisis
A number of bills for tackling the opioid epidemic in
Hawaii have been presented to Governor David Ige.
Opioid-related overdoses accounted for about $9.8
million in hospital costs in 2016. Senate Bill 2247 gives
pharmacists the ability to prescribe medications to
counteract opioid overdoses and save lives in case of a
drug overdose. The Department of Health supports
SB2247 and applauds the collaborative efforts of
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various state departments, including the Board of
Pharmacy, Department of Health, Department of Public
Safety, and other community stakeholders on this
legislation. Other bills addressing the epidemic are HB
1602, SB 24507, and SB 2244. These bills are awaiting
the governor’s signature into law.
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Opioid Epidemic Focus of North East Event
Pennsylvania’s North East Police Department is hosting
a community outreach program to share information
and spur discussion on a serious public health and
safety issue. Community members are invited to the
North East High School auditorium for a public forum
addressing the heroin and opioid epidemic. The forum
features agencies that provide services to those
affected by addiction. North East Police Lieutenant,
Daniel Schenk, an organizer of the event, said that the
forum will provide visitors with information about what
is going on in the North East, and what agencies,
including the police department, are doing to address
the epidemic. Schenk added that visitors can meet with
and get information from representatives of various
agencies during the event.
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Appendix A: Mission
LISA Overview
Mission LISA is a data aggregation project surrounding
the opioid crisis in America. The objective of the project
is to leverage publicly available data to fill knowledge
gaps relevant to opioid addiction prevention,
treatment, and interdiction. Intelligence developed
through Mission LISA is used to publish
recommendations for policy changes, addiction
treatment pathways, and prescription protocols based
on the most timely and relevant predictive indicators of
addiction and mortality risk.
Early stage outcomes on addiction and mortality
caused by prescription and illicit opioids are beginning
to reveal the power laws, or distributions, of addiction
and overdose—a defined set of variables and
conditions that drive the crisis. These insights are used
to direct policy and treatment recommendations
published by the Mission LISA team and its advisory
board. Analytics on nationwide treatment efficacy is
another critical area of our research. More relevant and
timely
data
increases
transparency
around
government-funded treatment programs and is useful
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for directing the allocation of funding and resources to
programs with the highest historical rates of success.
Our research illuminates contradictions in policy and
prescription protocols across physicians, hospitals, and
insurers. Insights gained through this analysis yield
data-driven policy recommendations and opportunities
to enhance and streamline opioid addiction care and
pain treatment. Through Mission LISA, we seek to
alleviate the crisis nationally by lessening instances of
opioid-induced overdose and addiction.
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Appendix B: How to
Read This Report
The Mission LISA Opioid Crisis Intelligence Report
provides discussion and analysis of key data, events,
and trends surrounding the national opioid epidemic.
Analysis draws on data observed in Lumina’s
proprietary Mission LISA data systems and published
across news media platforms over the past month. Our
analysts capture data relevant to crisis prevention,
addiction treatment, policy, and ongoing interdiction
efforts from across the Internet to pinpoint critical
developments in the national discussion.
Each report begins with an executive summary of its
contents. The executive summary is followed by a
commentary that describes current trends and analysis
drawn from ongoing Mission LISA data aggregation and
development. Finally, the report includes a collection of
relevant news articles, which have been curated for
readers by the Mission LISA staff.
The report is broken down by content category for
expedited navigation. We summarize relevant articles
to highlight important findings and insights and
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underline action items derived from new intelligence.
The purpose of this report is to inform understanding
of the national crisis and provide recommendations for
data-driven solutions to curb opioid-induced mortality
and addiction.

