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Executive Summary
This month’s report highlights content collected from
November 12 to December 9, 2018, regarding the national
opioid crisis. The report features:
•

The significant price increase of Evzio, the FDAapproved auto-injector naloxone manufactured by
Kaleo.

•

The FDA's warning regarding marketing of
unproven and unapproved opioid addiction
treatment.

© 2018 Lumina Analytics, LLC. No claim to original U.S. Government Works or cited materials.
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Fast Facts
•

According to data from the U.S. Department of
Health and Human Services ("HHS"), there are
over 130 opioid overdose deaths per day, and
over 11 million individuals are misusing
prescription opioids.1

•

According to the Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention ("CDC"), eight states, Hawaii,
Massachusetts, North Dakota, Oklahoma, Rhode
Island, Utah, Vermont, and Wyoming, saw
decreases in overdose deaths in 2017.2

•

According to a study in the JAMA Internal
Medicine, the number of opioid-related deaths
increased in jurisdictions that have legalized
cannabis. 3,4

•

Recent studies show that cannabis is ineffective in
treating pain, sleep, or anxiety problems in
patients
undergoing
medication-assisted
treatment ("MAT") for opioid use disorder. 5

•

The CDC has identified 220 counties in 26 states
as vulnerable to HIV as a result of intravenous
drug use. 6

•

One in five pregnant women fills an opioid
prescription, increasing the infant's risk of
neonatal abstinence syndrome ("NAS"). 7

1 Can Chromatography Help the Opioid Crisis?. (2018, November 18). Retrieved November 30, 2018, from https://www.chromatographytoday.com/news/lc-ms/48/breakingnews/can-chromatography-help-the-opioid-crisis/47760
2 Board, T. E. (2018, August 24). States Show the Way on the Opioid Epidemic. Retrieved December 05, 2018 from
https://www.nytimes.com/2018/08/24/opinion/opioid-epidemic-states.htm
3 Chriss, R. (2018, November 12). Why marijuana might not be such a great weapon to fight opioid addiction. Retrieved November 20, 2018, from
https://geneticliteracyproject.org/2018/11/12/why-marijuana-might-not-be-such-a-great-weapon-to;;op-fight-opioid-addiction/
4 Bleyer, A. (2018, September 01). Opioid Death Rate Acceleration in Jurisdictions Legalizing Marijuana Use. Retrieved November 26, 2018, from
https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jamainternalmedicine/article-abstract/2698365
5 Chriss, R. (2018, November 12). Why marijuana might not be such a great weapon to fight opioid addiction. Retrieved November 20, 2018, from
https://geneticliteracyproject.org/2018/11/12/why-marijuana-might-not-be-such-a-great-weapon-to;;op-fight-opioid-addiction/
6 Espinoza-Madrigal, I., Sampson, L. (2018, November 30). The Next Challenge in the Opioid Epidemic: Battling Rising Rates of HIV. Retrieved on December 05, 2018 from
http://www.wbur.org/cognoscenti/2018/11/30/hiv-and-opioid-epidemic-lauren-sampson-ivan-espinoza-madrigal
7 Krans, E.E., Patrick, S.W. (2017, July 01). Opioid Use Disorder in Pregnancy: Health Policy and Practice in the Midst of an Epidemic Retrieved on December 06, 2018, from
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC4917415/
© 2018 Lumina Analytics, LLC. No claim to original U.S. Government Works or cited materials.
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Current Events
•

During the November 2018 American Medical
Association ("AMA") Interim Meeting, Dr. Barbara
McAneny, President of the AMA, emphasized that
similar
to
opioid
overtreatment,
opioid
undertreatment is also a serious problem.
According to a 2017 AMA survey, more than 90
percent of physicians expressed concerns that prior
authorization has contributed to delays in patient
care. 8,9

•

On December 7, U.S. Surgeon General, Dr. Jerome
Adams, spoke about efforts to reduce stigma and
increase prevention, education, and naloxone use at
the annual summit of the Police Assisted Addiction
and Recovery Institute, addressing public health
providers and 400 law enforcement officials from 28
states. 10

•

Large tech companies, Facebook, Google, and
Twitter, formed a new coalition, Tech Together to
Fight the Opioid Crisis. Efforts from the coalition,
which is led by the Center for Safe Internet
Pharmacies ("CSIP"), include enforcing policies
against drug sales, working with experts to reduce
stigma, and providing educational tools and
technological resources to support patients. 11

8 AMA. (2018). 2017 AMA Prior Authorization Physician Survey [Pdf] (pp.1,2). Chicago. Retrieved November 20, 2018, from https://www.ama-assn.org/sites/default/files/mediabrowser/public/arc/prior-auth-2017.pdf
9 Frieden, J. (2018, November 11). AMA President Discusses Opioid Issues, Sexual Harassment. Retrieved November 20, 2018 from
https://www.medpagetoday.com/meetingcoverage/ama/76256
10 Lannan, K. (2018, December 07). Surgeon general: 'We all pay the price' for opioid epidemic. Retrieved December 12, 2018, from
http://www.lowellsun.com/todaysheadlines/ci_32316296/surgeon-general-we-all-pay-price-opioid-epidemic
11 Martin, K. (2018, November 13). Supporting Our Community in the Face of the Opioid Epidemic. Retrieved November 21, 2018 from
https://newsroom.fb.com/news/2018/11/force-for-good/
© 2018 Lumina Analytics, LLC. No claim to original U.S. Government Works or cited materials.

6

Treatment and Policy
Price of Naloxone Increases Amid the Opioid
Epidemic
In a report from the U.S. Senate Committee on
Homeland Security and Governmental Affairs, 12
Senator Rob Portman (R-OH) and Senator Tom Carper
(D-DE) accuse pharmaceutical company, Kaleo, Inc.
(“Kaleo”), of inflating the price of its brand-name version
of naloxone, Evzio, by over 600 percent. The price saw
a substantial increase from $575 to $4,100 per unit
between Evzio’s launch in July 2014 and January 2017.
The report further accuses Kaleo of implementing a
distribution strategy that employed loopholes in
Medicaid and Medicare to ease the prior authorization
process 13 and influence medical practitioners to
prescribe Evzio despite cheaper alternatives on the

market. Senator Portman and Senator Carper contend
that the successful implementation of Kaleo’s strategy
has passed on the financial burden to insurers and has
cost Medicaid and Medicare, and therefore U.S.
taxpayers, over $142 million. 14
Naloxone is a critical medication used to reverse the
effects of an opioid overdose, saving the lives of
overdose victims. Given that over 70,000 drug-induced
overdose deaths occurred in 2017, 15 demand for
naloxone has risen. While the price of generic forms of
naloxone can range from $20 to $40 per dose, they are
hard to administer without medical training 16 and are
usually handled by medical practitioners or first
responders. Generic naloxone is administered
intravenously
while
Evzio
is
administered

12 Combatting The Opioid Crisis: The Price Increase of an Opioid Overdose Reversal Drug and The Cost to the U.S. Health Care System United States Senate, Permanent
Subcommittee On Investigations, Committee On Homeland Security and Governmental Affairs - Retrieved on December 1, 2018, from
https://www.portman.senate.gov/public/index.cfm?a=files.serve&File_id=B8E40E60-FE5C-4123-A97E-868A201C10EC
13 Ibid.
14 Drug company 'exploited' opioid epidemic, raised cost of overdose drug 600%: report Leandra Bernstein, WJLA - Retrieved on December 1, 2018, from
https://wjla.com/news/nation-world/drug-company-exploited-opioid-epidemic-raised-cost-of-overdose-drug-600-report
15 Big Pharma Jacks Up Price of Life-saving Drug Sixfold Amid Us Opioid Epidemic Sputnik - Retrieved on December 1, 2018, from
https://sputniknews.com/society/201811201069981583-big-pharma-jacks-up-life-saving-drug-opioid-epidemic/
16 Drug company 'exploited' opioid epidemic, raised cost of overdose drug 600%: report Leandra Bernstein, WJLA - Retrieved on December 1, 2018, from
https://wjla.com/news/nation-world/drug-company-exploited-opioid-epidemic-raised-cost-of-overdose-drug-600-report
© 2018 Lumina Analytics, LLC. No claim to original U.S. Government Works or cited materials.
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intramuscularly. 17 Both Evzio and Narcan, the
competing
brand-name
version
of
naloxone
manufactured by Adapt Pharma, can be administered
by non-medical personnel. 18 Narcan is administered
intranasally and is sold for $125 per unit.
Kaleo highlights Evzio’s ease of use and its “94 percent
success rate for untrained users.” Kaleo executives
justify Evzio’s price with the high cost of bringing it to
market, including $45 million in research and
development, $32 million in education, and additional
costs associated with approval from the Food and Drug
Administration
(“FDA”),
distribution,
insurance
coverage, and accessibility. Kaleo also asserts that Evzio
has not been profitable to date. The company argues
that effective home use would result in savings for the
health care system as the number of overdose victims
decreases, reducing emergency department and
hospital care. 19

Regardless, Congress and the White House are working
to close loopholes in Medicare and Medicaid and
empower the government to negotiate lower drug
prices. Additionally, they aim to enhance transparency
in drug pricing by requiring the Centers for Medicare
and Medicaid Services to break down cost elements for
drugs purchased through Medicare and Medicaid. 20,21

17 Combatting The Opioid Crisis: The Price Increase of an Opioid Overdose Reversal Drug and The Cost to the U.S.
Subcommittee On Investigations, Committee On Homeland Security and Governmental Affairs
https://www.portman.senate.gov/public/index.cfm?a=files.serve&File_id=B8E40E60-FE5C-4123-A97E-868A201C10EC
18 Combatting The Opioid Crisis: The Price Increase of an Opioid Overdose Reversal Drug and The Cost to the U.S.
Subcommittee On Investigations, Committee On Homeland Security and Governmental Affairs
https://www.portman.senate.gov/public/index.cfm?a=files.serve&File_id=B8E40E60-FE5C-4123-A97E-868A201C10EC
19 Ibid.
20 Ibid.
21 Combatting The Opioid Crisis: The Price Increase of an Opioid Overdose Reversal Drug and The Cost to the U.S.
Subcommittee On Investigations, Committee On Homeland Security and Governmental Affairs
https://www.portman.senate.gov/public/index.cfm?a=files.serve&File_id=B8E40E60-FE5C-4123-A97E-868A201C10EC
© 2018 Lumina Analytics, LLC. No claim to original U.S. Government Works or cited materials.

Health Care System United States Senate, Permanent
- Retrieved on December 1, 2018, from
Health Care System United States Senate, Permanent
- Retrieved on December 1, 2018, from

Health Care System United States Senate, Permanent
- Retrieved on December 1, 2018, from

8

FDA Warns Marketers of Unproven Opioid
Addiction Treatment
As the FDA widens examination of products marketed
as dietary supplements, the agency issued warning
letters to Jack B Goods Outlet Store for its Tianaa Red,
Tianaa White, and Tianaa Green products and to MA
Labs for its Vicaine product. The products are marketed
and labeled as dietary supplements containing
tianeptine sodium. 22

agency further states that using unapproved products
with unsubstantiated claims may delay recovery and
expose patients to a higher risk of death. The FDA has
requested responses from the two distributors. 24

Although tianeptine is an endorsed antidepressant in
some countries, it is not approved for use in the U.S.
The FDA considers tianeptine an unsafe food additive
that should not be present in dietary supplements.
According to the agency, tianeptine presents significant
health risks, including “neurologic, cardiovascular, and
gastrointestinal problems, and can mimic opioid
toxicity and withdrawal.” 23
The FDA accuses Jack B Goods Outlet Store and MA
Labs of engaging in illegal marketing practices by
making unproven and unlawful claims of their products
as alternatives for opioid addiction treatment. The
22 FDA warns marketers of products labeled as dietary supplements that contain tianeptine for making unproven claims to treat serious conditions, including opioid use
disorder U.S. Food and Drug Administration - Retrieved on December 1, 2018, from https://www.fda.gov/NewsEvents/Newsroom/PressAnnouncements/ucm626349.htm
23 FDA Warns Two Companies About Bogus Opioid Addiction Treatment Physician’s Briefing - Retrieved on December 1, 2018, from
https://www.physiciansbriefing.com/pharmacy-32/nutritional-supplements-health-news-504/fda-warns-two-companies-about-bogus-opioid-addiction-treatment-739908.html
24 FDA warns marketers of products labeled as dietary supplements that contain tianeptine for making unproven claims to treat serious conditions, including opioid use
disorder U.S. Food and Drug Administration - Retrieved on December 1, 2018, from https://www.fda.gov/NewsEvents/Newsroom/PressAnnouncements/ucm626349.htm
© 2018 Lumina Analytics, LLC. No claim to original U.S. Government Works or cited materials.
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Alerts Log

from
https://www.medpagetoday.com/meetingcoverage/ama/7
6256

November 12, 2018 – December 9, 2018

EDITORIAL: How to Move Forward in the Wake of Drug
Crisis

AMA President
Harassment

Discusses

Opioid

Issues,

Sexual

During the AMA Interim Meeting, Barbara McAneny,
MD, an oncologist and President of the AMA,
emphasized that opioid undertreatment is as
problematic as opioid overtreatment. According to Dr.
McAneny, health plans and prior authorization
processes have led to delays in patient care and the
overall dysfunction of the health care system. She also
cited a 2017 AMA survey where 90 percent of
physicians shared the same concern. Dr. McAneny
believes that prior authorization must be evidencebased and its intensity has to be reduced. She also
stated that it has to be streamlined through
automation. The AMA is leading a coalition to
streamline and standardize the requirements of prior
authorization. Dr. McAneny explained the need to
address the opioid crisis and the importance of patient
care.
Frieden, Joyce. (2018, November 11). AMA President
Discusses Opioid Issues, Sexual Harassment. Retrieved
© 2018 Lumina Analytics, LLC. No claim to original U.S. Government Works or cited materials.

Indiana is undergoing a severe opioid crisis. Since 2011,
the number of opioid overdose deaths has increased
by 75 percent. The government is required to take
measures to mitigate the ongoing crisis. Among these
measures, the Indiana Lifeline Law needs to be
amended should people require urgent help. High fines
imposed for the possession of a needle must be
reduced with more lenient sentencing in place.
Furthermore, local governments can take greater
measures in providing educational programs on
addiction and opioid use. Despite current measures, it
is hard to determine a right approach to curb the crisis
with present laws assumed to be ineffective and
damaging.
EDITORIAL: How to move forward in the wake of drug crisis.
(2018,
November
11).
Retrieved
from
https://www.idsnews.com/article/2018/11/editorialdrugs1
10618
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Five Ways the U.S. is Fighting Its Opioid Crisis
After President Donald Trump declared a national
public health emergency, there has been a failure to
curb the opioid crisis due to a lack of sufficient funds.
However, the government has initiated a number of
small but effective measures to fight the epidemic. The
first measure involves providing communities with the
tools to understand their challenges. This was launched
by the U.S. Department of Agriculture (“USDA”) and has
helped rural communities develop an insight into how
opioids affect residents. The second measure concerns
improvements to recovery care. Community health
care providers developed innovative methods to
advance their expertise on addiction. The third
measure relies on agencies coordinating to detect illicit
opioids. In accordance with this, the federal
government has initiated a new program to improve
the detection of illicit fentanyl and other synthetic
opioids. The fourth measure involves more research
into pain and addiction. The government has started
various programs to help develop and disseminate
understanding about addiction and pain. The fifth
measure is creating a guide to different programs and
funding sources. The USDA has started a new Rural
Resource Guide to help such communities with federal
funds.
© 2018 Lumina Analytics, LLC. No claim to original U.S. Government Works or cited materials.

Five ways the US is fighting its opioid crisis. (2018,
November
12).
Retrieved
from
https://apolitical.co/solution_article/five-ways-america-isfighting-its-opioid-crisis/
SFPD Efforts to Fight Opioid Epidemic in Question as
Police Net Drug Arrests
The San Francisco Police Department (“SFPD”) utilized
various strategies to address the opioid crisis. This year,
the SFPD seized more than 125 pounds of narcotics and
$500,000 in drug money. Members of the Police
Commission said that although enforcement measures
are in place, drug market activities continue to take
place on a daily basis. Officials believe that giving jail
time sentencing is not effective in curbing the ongoing
crisis. Apart from arresting individuals, officials are
trying to suppress the drug supply through targeted
narcotics operations with the federal Drug
Enforcement Administration (“DEA”). Bill Scott, the SFPD
Chief, has stated the SFPD is going to increase the
number of officers involved in investigations with the
DEA as well as cooperating with other city agencies and
service providers.
Barba, Michael. (2018, November 12). SFPD efforts to fight
opioid epidemic in question as police net drug arrests.
Retrieved from http://www.sfexaminer.com/sfpd-effortsfight-opioid-epidemic-question-police-net-dozens-arrests/
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Why Marijuana Might Not Be Such a Great Weapon to
Fight Opioid Addiction

Opioid Epidemic Connected To Increase in Organ
Donations in Philly, U.S.

The opioid crisis is considered an ongoing national
tragedy. Cannabis is one of the commonly suggested
solutions to curbing the epidemic, but recent statistics
point out that cannabis will worsen the epidemic.
Despite this finding, some states have declared
cannabis a suitable alternative to opioids. A recent
analysis published in the JAMA Internal Medicine found
that a higher number of opioid-related deaths was
found in jurisdictions where cannabis has been
legalized. Studies show that there is minimal benefit of
using cannabis for treating opioid addiction and that
cannabis is ineffective in treating pain, sleep, or anxiety
issues in patients undergoing MAT for opioid use
disorder.

In Delaware Valley, the opioid epidemic has contributed
to an increase in organ donations. According to local
and national data, the increase in overdose deaths is
leading to an increasing number of organ donors,
creating a glimmer of hope for some patients.
According to the United Network for Organ Sharing,
donations from overdose victims have doubled from
625 in 2014 to more than 1,300 in 2017.

Chriss, Roger. (2018, November 12). Why marijuana might
not be such a great weapon to fight opioid addiction.
Retrieved
from
https://geneticliteracyproject.org/2018/11/12/whymarijuana-might-not-be-such-a-great-weapon-to-fightopioid-addiction/

© 2018 Lumina Analytics, LLC. No claim to original U.S. Government Works or cited materials.

Opioid Epidemic Connected To Increase In Organ
Donations In Philly, U.S. (2018, November 13). Retrieved
from
https://philadelphia.cbslocal.com/2018/11/13/opioidepidemic-connected-to-increase-in-organ-donations-inphilly-u-s/
Supporting Our Community in the Face of the Opioid
Epidemic
The opioid crisis continues to ravage many
communities across the U.S. Large technology
companies, Facebook, Google, and Twitter, who have
joined forces with the CSIP in creating the Tech
Together to Fight the Opioid Crisis coalition. The group
aims to provide resources, tools, and support to those
in need. The first meeting was held on November 13,

12

2018, in Washington, D.C. A number of experts working
on prevention, treatment, and recovery for opioid
addiction attended. The coalition's latest efforts include
enforcing policies against drug sales, working with
experts to reduce stigma, helping people to locate
resources, and preventing violation of Facebook’s
public policy. The coalition works with experts from
local and national organizations like the Substance
Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration
(“SAMHSA”), Facing Addiction, the Partnership for DrugFree Kids, and the Computer Forensic Research Lab at
the University of Alabama.
Martin, Kevin. (2018, November 13). Supporting Our
Community in the Face of the Opioid Epidemic. Retrieved
from https://newsroom.fb.com/news/2018/11/force-forgood/
Report: Opioid Epidemic Cost Massachusetts $15.2
Billion in 2017
According to a report by the Massachusetts Taxpayers
Foundation (“MTF”), the opioid crisis has cost
Massachusetts $15.2 billion in 2017, including expenses
and lost labor. According to the MTF President, Eileen
McAnneny, the crisis has affected health care, criminal
justice, public safety, and businesses. The MTF reported
the state has spent $1.9 billion on the opioid epidemic
in the past twelve months. Furthermore, employers
© 2018 Lumina Analytics, LLC. No claim to original U.S. Government Works or cited materials.

have spent $2.1 billion on opioid-related health care
and $9.7 billion in lost productivity due to absence,
long-term impairment, injury, and death. The MTF has
not reported future expenses for children placed in
state care, pain and suffering experienced by the
families of opioid dependent individuals, and
unreported costs of opioid use. According to
McAnneny, more revenue is needed to fight the opioid
crisis.
Bebinger, Martha. (2018, November 14). Report: Opioid
Epidemic Cost Massachusetts $15.2 Billion In 2017.
Retrieved
from
http://www.wbur.org/commonhealth/2018/11/14/opioidstate-costs-mtf
Treatment Is Changing to Prevent Opioid Addiction
In an effort to take control of the opioid crisis, doctors
are taking preventative measures by limiting opioid
prescriptions and access to excess medication.
According to the Colorado Department of Public Health
and Environment, there were over a thousand opioidrelated fatalities in 2017 within the Colorado region.
The Southwestern Colorado Area Health Education
Center has organized educational programs for the
general public on the use of naloxone, an opioid
antagonist. Furthermore, the center has also organized
events for doctors and other health care providers

13

regarding laws regulating opioid use and responsible
prescribing practices. In April 2017, the state launched
a grant of $15.7 million in an effort to reduce the
number of deaths while simultaneously increasing the
number of health care providers. The grant also
provides funding for uninsured and indigent clients to
receive MAT as well as training for primary care doctors.
Shinn, Mary. (2018, November 14). Treatment is changing
to
prevent
opioid
addiction.
Retrieved
from
https://durangoherald.com/articles/250458
Institute for Health Innovation Receives Grant to Fight
Opioid Epidemic
Institute for Health Innovation (“IHI”) of Northern
Kentucky University received a $200,000 federal grant
from the Health Resources and Service Administration
to address the opioid epidemic in rural Kentucky and to
provide support by expanding intervention for opioid
misuse in Owen County, Kentucky. The IHI opened
earlier this year to develop solutions for health
challenges in the region. Although Owen County has
one of the highest drug overdose rates in the region, it
has very limited treatment facilities to handle the crisis.
The IHI will also use the funds to create innovative
methods for health-related workforce development.

Institute for Health Innovation Receives Grant to Fight
Opioid Epidemic. (2018, November 16). Retrieved from
https://www.nku.edu/news/2018/november/ihigrant.html
Opioid Deaths Remain High in Bay State
According to new state figures in Massachusetts, there
were more than 1,500 deaths linked to the powerful
synthetic fentanyl in 2018. The Department of Public
Health's latest quarterly report on opioid-related
deaths pointed to some encouraging trends, including
a slight drop in overdose deaths compared to last year
and a continuing reduction in the number of
prescriptions of opioid painkillers. According to Dr.
Monica Bharel, the state's public health commissioner,
the state is also focusing on public awareness
campaigns in African American communities in
Massachusetts, including a campaign on the
importance of carrying the opioid reversal medication,
naloxone.
Salsberg, Bob. (2018, November 17). Opioid deaths remain
high
in
Bay
State.
Retrieved
from
http://www.lowellsun.com/todaysheadlines/ci_32277728/
opioid-deaths-remain-high-bay-state
Can Chromatography Help the Opioid Crisis?
Opioid use in the United States started to rise due to
pharmaceutical companies’ statements that opioid

© 2018 Lumina Analytics, LLC. No claim to original U.S. Government Works or cited materials.
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prescriptions used for pain relief were not addictive.
The medical community began prescribing opioids at a
higher rate. According to data from the HHS, over 130
people die every day from opioid-related overdoses,
and over 11 million people are misusing prescription
opioids. When measuring the impact of the opioid
crisis, a method must be developed to estimate the
number of individuals using prescription drugs.
Chromatography is the gold standard in analyzing
samples for opioids from residues and metabolites the
drugs leave behind. Health authorities can implement
better strategies to counteract the increase in
overdoses and opioids misuse through a better
understanding of the epidemic. This can be done with
a thorough screening by chromatography.
Can Chromatography Help the Opioid Crisis?. (2018,
November18).
Retrieved
from
https://www.chromatographytoday.com/news/lcms/48/breaking-news/can-chromatography-help-theopioid-crisis/47760
Ohio Making Progress in Battle Against Opioid Epidemic
Ohio’s battle against the opioid epidemic has finally
yielded progress. First, doctors are prescribing fewer
opiates. As an initiative, doctors of MetroHealth
Medical Center in Cleveland prescribed 3 million fewer
opiate pills over an 18-month period. Another initiative
© 2018 Lumina Analytics, LLC. No claim to original U.S. Government Works or cited materials.

involves ensuring that patients feel comfortable
seeking help. Drug Court Judge, David Matia, has called
for de-stigmatizing drug dependency, saying that
opioid dependent individuals and those suffering from
chronic pain should not be made to feel like they are
bad people because of their drug dependency.
Sheil, Bill. (2018, November 18). Ohio making progress in
battle against opioid epidemic. Retrieved from
https://fox8.com/2018/11/18/ohio-making-progress-inbattle-against-opioid-epidemic/
End Opioid Epidemic with Big Changes
New Mexico recently received high marks from the
National Safety Council for requiring prescriber
education, implementing prescribing guidelines, and
improving data tracking. The state has faced severe
impacts for many years and required an essential
overhaul in its approach to treating substance use
disorders. New Mexico took the same proactive and
consistent approach used to care for patients with any
other condition. In response to the epidemic, the state’s
Integrated Substance Use Disorder and Community
Collaborative Initiative is designed to strengthen the
approach and improve outcomes for patients, families,
and members. An integrated in-patient addiction
medicine consultation team is also available for
patients struggling with substance use disorders.

15

Duhigg, Dr. Daniel. (2018, November 19). End opioid
epidemic
with
big
changes.
Retrieved
from
https://www.abqjournal.com/1248121/end-opioidepidemic-with-big-changes.html
Federal Grant Creates Opioid Crisis Response Program
in St. Joseph
A federal grant will provide city officials with useful
tools to raise awareness about the opioid epidemic in
Missouri. The St. Joseph Health Department received a
$97,028 grant from the Department of Health and
Senior Services. Community Health Educator, Nancy
King, said the government has allocated a lot of money
in addressing the opioid crisis in the country. The grant
will be used to create the Opioid Crisis Response
Program.
Holzfaster, Sydnie. (2018, November 19). Federal Grant
Creates Opioid Crisis Response Program In St. Joseph.
Retrieved
from
https://www.kq2.com/content/news/Federal-grantcreates-Opioid-Crisis-Response-Program-in-St-Joseph-500889431.html
Study: Opioid Epidemic Has Cost Massachusetts
Economy $9.7 Billion
According to a report from the Massachusetts
Taxpayers Foundation, the opioid epidemic created a
© 2018 Lumina Analytics, LLC. No claim to original U.S. Government Works or cited materials.

severe toll on the Massachusetts economy. The crisis
has accumulated roughly $9.7 billion due to
deteriorating production from an inability to work,
income lost due to fatalities and absenteeism, and
expenses built up in health care costs. Massachusetts
is at the forefront of the epidemic, with the fourth
highest rate of opioid-related deaths in the nation. In
the past seven years, opioids have kept about 32,700
people out of the Massachusetts labor force, making a
major impact on businesses. According to a 2017 paper
authored by a Princeton University economist, opioid
addiction has forced about 20 percent of men out of
the workforce.
Bolden-Barrett, Valerie. (2018, November 19). Study:
Opioid epidemic has cost Massachusetts economy $9.7B.
Retrieved
from
https://www.hrdive.com/news/studyopioid-epidemic-has-cost-massachusetts-economy97b/542418/
Drug Company 'Exploited' Opioid Epidemic, Raised Cost
of Overdose Drug 600%
The price of life-saving overdose reversal drug,
naloxone, is rising as the number of opioid overdoses
increase. A bipartisan Senate report found that at the
height of the opioid crisis, drug company Kaleo Inc.
increased the price of its brand-name naloxone drug by
more than 600 percent. In 2014, the cost of the
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naloxone, Evzio, was $575 per unit. It is currently priced
at $4,100 for two auto-injectors and a training device
that provides step-by-step instructions for use.
According to the Senate Permanent Subcommittee on
Investigations report, Kaleo "exploited the opioid crisis"
by driving up the cost of the drug.
Bernstein, Leandra. (2018, November 20). Drug company
'exploited' opioid epidemic, raised cost of overdose drug
600%:
report.
Retrieved
from
https://wjla.com/news/nation-world/drug-companyexploited-opioid-epidemic-raised-cost-of-overdose-drug600-report
Madison County Has Broken Its Own ‘Grim' Record for
Opioid-Related Deaths
Coroner Stephen P. Nonn’s office has announced that
Madison County, Illinois has broken its record of opioidrelated deaths with 92 fatal overdoses in the current
year alone. The coroner explained that the main
problem with opioids in Madison County is fentanyl,
rather than heroin or meth. Officials in the county have
been working to limit the crisis by providing education
to the public, offering treatment by associating with
rehabilitation centers, and increase law enforcement
efforts. The Coroner and Sheriff's office also implement
pop-up drug disposal units to help people dispose of
unused prescription medication. The coroner praised
© 2018 Lumina Analytics, LLC. No claim to original U.S. Government Works or cited materials.

the county’s finance department for recognizing the
opioid crisis and providing funding for programs aimed
at curbing the problem.
Osborne, Hannah. (2018, November 20). Madison County
Has Broken Its Own ‘Grim’ Record for Opioid-Related
Deaths.
Retrieved
from
https://www.newsweek.com/madison-county-has-brokenits-own-grim-record-opioid-related-deaths-1223834
FDA Warns Two Companies About Opioid Addiction
Treatment
The United States Food and Drug Administration
(“FDA”) sent warning letters to Jack B Goods Outlet
Store and MA Labs for illegally marketing Tianaa Red,
Tianaa White, Tianaa Green, and Vicaine products as
treatments for opioid use disorder, pain, and anxiety.
The two companies allegedly sold the medicine as
dietary supplements that contain an unsafe food
additive, tianeptine. The agency has received reports of
serious health problems associated with use of such
products. The FDA has not approved tianeptine for any
use as it causes numerous health risks, including
neurologic, cardiovascular, and gastrointestinal
problems, and can mimic opioid toxicity and
withdrawal.
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FDA Warns Two Companies About Bogus Opioid Addiction
Treatment. (2018, November 21). Retrieved from
https://www.physiciansbriefing.com/pharmacy32/nutritional-supplements-health-news-504/fda-warnstwo-companies-about-bogus-opioid-addiction-treatment739908.html
Help with the Opioid Epidemic
Connecticut Senator, Richard Blumenthal, has taken
great efforts to make citizens aware of the dangers of
sufentanil. The drug is 30 times more powerful than
fentanyl. To minimize the possibility of overdose, there
should be greater accessibility to buprenorphine, a
medication used to treat opioid use disorder that has
been shown to reduce the overdose death rate by 50
percent.
Pantalon, Michael V. (2018, November 21). Letters Help
with
the
opioid
epidemic.
Retrieved
from
https://www.courant.com/opinion/letters/hc-help-withthe-opioid-epidemic-20181121-story.html
Meth Use Is Rising in Boston, Intensifying the Opioid
Crisis
Methamphetamine, a street drug that barely registers
on state graphs in relation to drug overdose deaths, is
an emerging threat in Massachusetts that is
compounding the opioid epidemic. Like cocaine,
© 2018 Lumina Analytics, LLC. No claim to original U.S. Government Works or cited materials.

methamphetamine is a stimulant. It is similar in
structure to medications used to treat ADHD. Dr. Laura
Kehoe, Medical Director of the Bridge Clinic at
Massachusetts General Hospital, stated that individuals
under the influence of methamphetamine can often
become paranoid and fearful. She recommended the
importance
of
staff
training
in
preventing
methamphetamine use. Dr. Michael Bierer, President
of the Massachusetts Society of Addiction Medicine,
also agreed and added that both methamphetamine
and cocaine use disorders are hard to treat.
Bebinge, Martha. (2018, November 21). Meth Use Is Rising
In Boston, Intensifying The Opioid Crisis. Retrieved from:
http://www.wbur.org/commonhealth/2018/11/21/methworsening-opioid-epidemic
Virginia Cooperative Extension Awarded $1.1m to
Tackle the State's Opioid Epidemic
The HHS awarded the Virginia Cooperative Extension
nearly $1.1 million to expand prevention training to
combat the opioid epidemic. Virginia Cooperative
Extension has two USDA-funded projects that address
the opioid crisis. The two-year project will expand
training and technical assistance on opioid prevention.
It will be implemented through evidenced-based
curricula targeting students in nine additional rural
Virginia counties.
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Virginia Cooperative Extension awarded $1.1M to tackle
the state’s opioid epidemic. (2018, November 21). Retrieved
from
http://augustafreepress.com/virginia-cooperativeextension-awarded-1-1m-to-tackle-the-states-opioidepidemic/
Strengthen the STOP Act
The North Carolina General Assembly took proactive
steps in 2017 to address the opioid epidemic. The
Assembly passed three laws to fight the crisis, most
importantly, the Strengthen Opioid Misuse Prevention
(“STOP”) Act of 2017. The STOP Act outlines several
issues including, but not limited to, the supervision of
physician assistants and nurse practitioners regarding
prescribing medications with high misuse potential and
lower medicinal value and the requirement for
veterinarians to use the Controlled Substances
Reporting System (“CRSR”).
Carr, Kari., & Davis, Nicole. (2018, November 22).
Strengthen
the
STOP
Act.
Retrieved
from
http://www.reflector.com/OpEd/2018/11/22/Strengthening-the-STOP-Act-of-2017Reducing-Opioid-Abuse.html
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Indivior's Opioid Addiction Treatment Gets Regulatory
Nod in Canada
Indivior's opioid addiction treatment, Sublocade,
received regulatory approval in Canada and the United
States. Sublocade would be marketed by Indivior
Canada by the second half of 2019. The Chief Executive
Officer of Indivior, Shaun Thaxter, said the company is
committed to helping patients, families, and
communities impacted by the opioid epidemic around
the world. Thaxter added that the approval is an
important milestone and the company looks forward to
continuing the partnership with the Canadian
treatment community.
Indivior's opioid addiction treatment gets regulatory nod
in Canada. (2018, November 23). Retrieved from
https://www.sharesmagazine.co.uk/news/market/621860
1/Indiviors-opioid-addiction-treatment-gets-regulatorynod-in-Canada
Working Together, We Can End the Opioid Epidemic in
Massachusetts
The Massachusetts Taxpayers Foundation released a
report that details the negative economic impact of the
opioid epidemic in the state. According to the report,
businesses in Massachusetts saw lost productivity and
additional healthcare costs approaching $5 billion in
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2017. On the other hand, in the same year, costs to the
state’s budget in health care services and public safety
reached almost $2 billion. The report further states that
municipalities are struggling with budgets due to
having to pay out more than a half-billion dollars to first
responders and police departments to address the
epidemic. The skilled and industrious workforce in
Massachusetts are also affected by the opioid crisis. A
recent report by the Massachusetts Health Policy
Forum at Brandies University states that in addition to
raising health care costs, the opioid crisis is significantly
limiting the workforce and worker productivity.
Employers can be a major resource for helping their
employees
with
opioid
use
disorder.
The
Massachusetts Health Policy Forum put forward
recommendations for employers that include steps like
removing co-pays and prior authorization on medicines
and counseling for opioid addiction. Further,
businesses can also take advantage of resources
designed for them, such as the Employer Resource
Library created by Boston Medical Center’s Grayken
Center for Addiction, and the opioid overdose toolkit
issued by the Blue Cross Blue Shield of Massachusetts.
The business community can lead by example and
eliminate stigma, in addition to creating recoveryfriendly workplaces that encourage more people to
come forward, seek help, and reclaim their lives.
© 2018 Lumina Analytics, LLC. No claim to original U.S. Government Works or cited materials.

Dreyfus, Andrew., & Torchiana, David. (2018, November
23). Working together, we can end the opioid epidemic in
Massachusetts.
Retrieved
from
https://www.bostonglobe.com/opinion/2018/11/23/worki
ng-together-can-end-opioid-epidemicmassachusetts/3pvdC0c03jEccx34QI9OKP/story.html
Fentanyl Prevents State from Meeting Overdose
Reduction Goal
Thomas Coderre, an advisor for Rhode Island
Governor, Gina Raimondo, acknowledged that the state
will not reach the goal of reducing fatal drug overdoses
by one third this year. According to Coderre, who cochairs Governor Raimondo's Overdose Prevention and
Intervention Task Force, the emergence of fentanyl in
recent years has changed the trajectory of the opioid
crisis. Coderre said that the state is on track for a
modest decrease in fatal overdoses in 2018, but not
nearly enough to meet Governor Raimondo's 2015 goal
of reducing deaths by one third in three years. There
were 290 accidental overdose deaths in 2015, 336 in
2016, and 323 in 2017. However, he maintains that the
state's strategy of focusing on prevention, treatment,
recovery, and support is working.
Fentanyl prevents state from meeting overdose reduction
goal.
(2018,
November
24).
Retrieved
from
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veterans-needs-in-mind-when-addressing-opioidepidemic

Keep Veterans' Needs in Mind When Addressing Opioid
Epidemic

New Addiction Treatment Program Focuses on Young
Men

The newly implemented Opioid Stewardship Act, which
places a financial assessment on prescription opioids,
would limit access to the necessary medications and
increase healthcare costs in New York. Veterans are
concerned about losing full access to necessary
medications for treating pain under the proposed
Opioid Stewardship Act. The veteran community has
limited options for health care, especially in the rural
areas of upstate New York. Long distances to care
facilities, difficulties finding caregivers, and health
industry staffing shortages pose challenges in
accessing quality physicians. The policies that hurt the
health care system’s ability to deliver quality care would
aggravate existing barriers, impacting veterans and
patients in rural New York. Rather than reducing
prescription opioids needed by pain patients such as
veterans, proposed solutions should instead address
criminals who sell illegal drugs as well as the mental
health disorders that contribute to substance misuse.

The State of Vermont saw 101 opioid-related overdoses
in 2017, a five percent increase from the previous year.
While fatalities involving heroin decreased last year in
Vermont, the number of overdoses involving
prescription opioids has remained steady while
fentanyl-related deaths have increased dramatically.
Recently, an addiction treatment program called the
“Recovery Expedition Course” was launched at Valley
Vista, a Vermont-based facility. The program focuses on
young men starting at age 16. Valley Vista, owned by
Minnesota-based
Meridian
Behavioral
Health,
maintains 99 inpatient treatment beds for substance
use disorder at two Vermont-based locations.
Administrators said that they are adding personnel to
reduce wait times. The new program will include
tutoring for those who are school-aged. Further, it will
also incorporate a “Seven Challenges” treatment model
for adults that was originally developed for young
people.

Bauer, Robert. (2018, November 25). Keep veterans’ needs
in mind when Addressing Opioid Epidemic. Retrieved from
https://dailygazette.com/article/2018/11/25/keep-

Faher, Mike. (2018, November 25). New addiction
treatment program focuses on young men. Retrieved from
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Court Initiative Launched to Address Opioid Crisis in
Monroe County

November Criminal Justice Series - Event Summary

The Opioid Stabilization Part (“OSP”), a specialized part
of the Rochester Treatment Courts, was introduced as
part of the New York State court system’s ongoing
efforts to address the opioid crisis. The OSP is a
collaboration among the New York State court system
and Monroe County’s District Attorney’s Office, Public
Defender’s Office, and Sheriff’s Office. The new court is
supported in part by a $1.8 million federal grant from
the SAMHSA. The OSP will provide immediate
intervention, treatment, and supervision to high-risk
defendants with severe opioid use disorders. Cases
considered appropriate for the OSP will be flagged for
screening upon the consent of the defendant’s
attorney. Cases of defendants who choose to undergo
screening and are found to be at high risk will proceed
in the OSP, with the district attorney suspending
prosecution of the case during the stabilization
process. Once clinically determined to be stabilized and
no longer at risk of overdose, the defendant may be
referred to drug treatment court for long-term
treatment, judicial diversion, or other adjudication.

Scholars, educators, practitioners, and policymakers
have been exploring and evaluating strategies to
mitigate the opioid crisis. Efforts have ranged from
prevention programs in schools to legislation targeting
exports from countries like China. These efforts include
equipping law enforcement officers with naloxone to
save overdose victims. In an event organized at the
School of Public Affairs, University of Colorado, Denver,
a panel will convene several experts to investigate
various aspects of the opioid epidemic. Specifically, the
panelists will speak about prevention efforts, ways to
reduce opioid deaths and other harmful effects of
opioid use, mechanisms to improve treatment, and
how to manage issues in the criminal justice system.
November Criminal Justice Series - Event Summary |
Online Registration by Cvent. (2018, November 25).
Retrieved from http://www.cvent.com/events/novembercriminal-justice-series/event-summary8e3073a9890547ff8aa49b1f6fe227a3.aspx

Court initiative launched to address opioid crisis in Monroe
County. (2018, November 26). Retrieved from
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https://www.whec.com/news/court-initiative-launched-toaddress-opioid-crisis-in-monroe-county/5157177/
Grant Helps Fight Opioid Crisis
North Carolina’s Nash County Health Department has
been awarded ”The Emergency Overdose: Local
Mitigation to Opioid Crisis grant” from the Injury and
Violence Prevention Branch of the state Division of
Public Health to expand its efforts in combating the
opioid crisis. The one-year $20,000 grant will benefit the
Health Department in its efforts with Nash County
Emergency Medical Services and the Coalition of
Addiction, Recovery, and Education of Nash County.
Larissa R. Mills, the county’s Coordinator of Health
Services, said that the purpose of the grant is to fund
local health departments in North Carolina and
implement strategies to prevent opioid overdoses,
increase access to care services for vulnerable
populations, and build local capacity to respond to the
opioid epidemic in the state. For the past three years,
Nash County has been working to improve its public
health efforts toward the opioid epidemic.
Harper, Amelia. (2018, November 26). Grant helps fight
opioid
crisis.
Retrieved
from
http://www.rockymounttelegram.com/News/2018/11/26/
Grant-funds-to-help-fight-opioid-crisis.html
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Bloomberg Visits RI Amid Opioid Epidemic
Former New York Mayor, Michael Bloomberg, visited
the Adult Correctional Institutions in Cranston to learn
about Rhode Island’s prison drug treatment program.
Bloomberg raised concerns surrounding the nation's
overdose crisis. He commented on challenges newly
released inmates face, emphasizing that those with no
access to treatment often end up committing drugrelated crimes or overdosing. He added that the
average life expectancy has recently decreased due to
drug misuse. Officials such as Rhode Island Governor,
Gina Raimondo, Michael Bloomberg, and others
received further insight regarding the state's MAT
offered in jails and prisons. Under a nearly three-yearold program, inmates are screened for drug use
disorders and are offered counseling and medical
treatment before their release. Its purpose is to prevent
overdoses once inmates are released. Governor
Raimondo said that they have seen a 60 percent
reduction in overdose deaths since they implemented
the program. She added that correctional officers and
inmates are now allowed to learn how to administer
Narcan on a voluntary basis.
Read, Sam. (2018, November 27). Bloomberg visits RI amid
opioid
epidemic.
Retrieved
from
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Drug Court Aims to Combat Opioid Crisis by Keeping
Patients Accountable for Their Recovery

Second Cup: Using Chiropractic to Fight the Opioid
Epidemic

The City of Lynchburg, Virginia is fighting against the
opioid crisis one person at a time through the city’s
drug court. The Lynchburg Drug Court began with the
goal of helping people struggling with drug and alcohol
addiction. The program gives participants access to
resources that help them reach sobriety. Lynchburg
Commonwealth's Attorney, Bethany Harrison, said the
drug court attempts to break the cycle of addiction by
holding individuals accountable for their recovery.
According to Harrison, there has been an increase in
the number of cases involving possession and use of
heroin, methamphetamine, cocaine, and fentanyl.

Dr. Chris Tomshack, Founder and CEO of Healthsource
Chiropractic, a leading holistic medicine and
chiropractic franchise, spoke about ways to treat
chronic pain and fight the opioid epidemic. Tomshack
said that chiropractors can make adjustments and offer
treatments to chronic pain management. FDA
recommends chiropractic care and acupuncture to
combat the opioid epidemic. Opioid overdose rates are
noted to be at their highest after surgery. The Salvation
Army and HealthSource have forged a partnership to
help reverse the trend. The Salvation Army has more
no-fee rehabilitation facilities than any other program
in America.
SECOND CUP: Using chiropractic to fight the opioid
epidemic. (2018, November 27). Retrieved from
http://www.wtxl.com/news/second-cup-usingchiropractic-to-fight-the-opioidepidemic/article_887261f4-f240-11e8-acaee7813c2cb83f.html
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Langlitz, Rachel & McComsey, Hannah. (2018, November
28). Drug Court aims to combat opioid crisis by keeping
addicts accountable for their recovery. Retrieved from
https://wset.com/news/local/drug-court-aims-to-combatopioid-crisis-by-keeping-addicts-accountable-for-theirrecovery
State Taps Purdue Center for Health Tech Solutions
The State of Indiana is working with Purdue University
to develop and implement technology systems to battle
clinical challenges in the state, including long-term care
and the opioid crisis. The Indiana Family and Social
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Services Administration (“FSSA”) announced a two-year,
$12-million contract with Purdue's Regenstrief Center
for Healthcare Engineering. As part of the partnership,
the center will identify four high-need communities:
two for implementing programs to improve Medicaid
long-term care and two for improving community
coordination of opioid addiction treatment. The
funding comes from the Centers for Medicare and
Medicaid Services' 90/10 matching grant program. The
Regenstrief Center and the FSSA have worked together
for the past several years, providing hundreds of health
care providers with reporting and health IT security
services. That program helps providers use electronic
health records systems and complete security risk
assessments.
Ober, Andy. (2018, November 28). State Taps Purdue
Center For Health Tech Solutions. Retrieved from
http://www.insideindianabusiness.com/story/39547213/st
ate-taps-purdue-center-for-health-tech-solutions
Camden Institutions Partner to Research Genetic and
Biological Factors to Fight Opioid Addiction
The Coriell Institute for Medical Research, Cooper
University Health Care, and Cooper Medical School of
Rowan University (“CMSRU”) are launching the Camden
Opioid Research Initiative (“CORI”) in New Jersey. The
initiative will investigate genetic and biological factors
© 2018 Lumina Analytics, LLC. No claim to original U.S. Government Works or cited materials.

that contribute to the development of opioid use
disorders. Opioid overdoses are rising in New Jersey,
and this epidemic is one of the most urgent public
health concerns. CORI will utilize Coriell’s expertise in
genomics, biobanking, and personalized medicine;
Cooper University Health Care’s clinical infrastructure
and expertise in treating opioid use disorder patients;
as well as CMSRU’s reputation for scientific excellence
in genetics, neurosciences, and addiction research. This
combination promises to strengthen the foundation of
addiction genomics and provide a unique resource to
researchers across the nation. Dr. Annette Reboli, Dean
of CMSRU, said this initiative has the potential to define
risk factors for opioid dependency.
Camden Institutions Partner to Research Genetic and
Biological Factors to Fight Opioid. (2018, November 29).
Retrieved
from
https://www.newswise.com//articles/camden-institutionspartner-to-research-genetic-and-biological-factors-tofight-opioid-addiction
Grant to Help Children Affected by Opioid Epidemic
Awarded to UW Program
The Wyoming Institute for Disabilities (“WIND”) at the
University of Wyoming received an Administration on
Intellectual and Developmental Disabilities grant to
address the opioid crisis. WIND will collaborate with the
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Nisonger Center at Ohio State University and the
University of Cincinnati Center for Excellence in
Developmental Disabilities. The grant allows WIND to
develop a training program for NAS and neonatal
opioid withdrawal syndrome. NAS is a multi-symptom
condition that occurs when an infant is withdrawn from
certain drugs, including opiates, after prenatal
exposure. WIND will develop an Extension for
Community Healthcare Outcomes network for
implementation of practices to support children and
families impacted by opioid misuse.
Grant to Help Children Affected by Opioid Epidemic
Awarded to UW Program. (2018, November 29). Retrieved
from
http://www.uwyo.edu/uw/news/2018/11/grant-tohelp-children-affected-by-opioid-epidemic-awarded-touw-program.html
Greenwald Introduces Legislation to Combat the
Opioid Crisis
Assembly Majority Leader of D-6th District, Louis
Greenwald, introduced legislation to help remove
barriers to MAT for Medicaid recipients. Greenwald said
that as New Jersey continues to battle the ongoing
opioid crisis, opioid overdose death rates can be
lowered by removing prior authorization requirements
for Medicaid recipients seeking to receive MAT.
© 2018 Lumina Analytics, LLC. No claim to original U.S. Government Works or cited materials.

Vecchione, Anthony. (2018, November 29). Greenwald
introduces legislation to combat the opioid crisis. Retrieved
from
http://www.njbiz.com/article/20181129/NJBIZ01/1811298
70/greenwald-introduces-legislation-to-combat-theopioid-crisis
Boston Summit to Promote Prevention, Treatment of
Opioid Addiction
The United States Surgeon General, Dr. Adams Jerome,
and Massachusetts Governor, Charlie Baker, will attend
a summit in Boston along with public health providers
and 400 law enforcement officials from 28 states. The
summit aims to promote fighting opioid addiction
through prevention and treatment instead of arrests
and incarceration. Arlington police Chief, Frederick
Ryan, and Co-Chairman of the Police-Assisted Addiction
and Recovery Initiative will be among the speakers at
the second annual national Law Enforcement Summit
at the Harvard University Medical School Conference
Center. Methadone, Suboxone and Vivitrol are the
three federally approved treatments for opioid
addiction. However, there is a limit to the number of
patients doctors can prescribe Suboxone to while
methadone can only be distributed through clinics.
According to the CDC, Massachusetts is one of only
eight states where opioid overdose deaths have
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decreased. Following the use of a prescription
monitoring program, opioid prescriptions also have
decreased by about 30 percent. The governor also filed
legislation seeking $5 million to support a regional,
multiagency approach to the interception of fentanyl.
Szaniszlo, Marie. (2018, November 30). Boston summit to
promote prevention, treatment of opioid addiction.
Retrieved
from
http://www.bostonherald.com/lifestyle/health/2018/11/bo
ston_summit_to_promote_prevention_treatment_of_opioid
_addiction
Bloomberg Philanthropies Will Donate $50 Million to
Battle Opioid Epidemic
Former New York Mayor, Michael Bloomberg,
announced a three-year program to support current
rehabilitation
programs
and
encourage
new
approaches to combat the opioid epidemic. Bloomberg
Philanthropies will donate $50 million to states fighting
the epidemic. New Hampshire is among the states
most impacted by the opioid crisis. Pennsylvania, a
state that saw one of the highest overdose fatality
rates, will receive the first grant. Both states expect
more than $10 million over three years. Bloomberg also
plans to provide staff from partner agencies to support
state programs. The CDC, the Pew Charitable Trusts,
© 2018 Lumina Analytics, LLC. No claim to original U.S. Government Works or cited materials.

Hopkins, and Vital Strategies will also take part in the
Bloomberg program.
Bernstein, Lenny. (2018, November 30). Bloomberg
Philanthropies will donate $50 million to battle opioid
epidemic.
Retrieved
from
https://www.washingtonpost.com/national/healthscience/bloomberg-philanthropies-will-donate-50-millionto-battle-opioid-epidemic/2018/11/29/14fccc5c-f3fb11e8-80d0-f7e1948d55f4_story.html
Opioid Crisis Leads to Decline in Average Life
Expectancy
According to the CDC, drug overdoses and suicides
have led to a decline in the average life expectancy in
the United States. Suicides have increased by four
percent over the past year. The CDC estimates the
average life expectancy at 78.6 years with the state of
New Jersey slightly above the national average. Data
shows there were more than 70,000 overdose deaths
in the United States last year. New Jersey state officials
have also started new programs to tackle the opioid
crisis.
CDC: Opioid crisis leads to decline in average life
expectancy. (2018, November 30). Retrieved from
http://newjersey.news12.com/story/39563778/cdc-opioidcrisis-leads-to-decline-in-average-life-expectancy
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The Next Challenge in the Opioid Epidemic: Battling
Rising Rates of HIV

Hoosiers State Sees Progress in Fight Against the
Opioid Epidemic

Massachusetts is becoming more vulnerable to HIV as
the opioid crisis escalates. HIV can easily spread among
intravenous drug users. Over the last five to ten years,
there were between 30 and 60 new cases of HIV
annually among intravenous drug users in the entire
state. The CDC identified 220 counties in 26 states as
vulnerable to HIV as a result of the opioid epidemic.
Many of these states lack community health resources,
needle exchange programs, or qualified health care
professionals. Massachusetts has been a leader in
combating the opioid epidemic through effective and
evidence-based practices. The state uses the
prescription monitoring program, promotes the use of
recovery coaches, and restricts the length of new
prescriptions. The Department of Public Health and
Lowell Board of Health have been working to educate
residents about HIV, including access to infectious
disease testing, Narcan distribution, and overdose
education.

The Indiana Commission to Combat Drug Abuse found
that the city of Indianapolis is progressing in the fight
against the opioid epidemic. The commission reports
that the state saw a 10 percent reduction in opioid
painkiller prescriptions and emergency room visits for
drug overdoses. The commission is comprised of more
than a dozen state officials in law enforcement, social
services, public health, education, corrections, the
legislature, and other groups. It aims to share
information surrounding the crisis, best practices for
treating substance misuse issues, and grant-funding
sources. The state has seen 19 new treatment centers
open in the past few years, along with millions of dollars
invested toward inpatient beds, drug misuse
counseling, and other treatments. Hospitals and health
systems are also utilizing new recovery techniques such
as recovery coaches to reach patients in rural areas.
Researchers at Indiana University Health are preparing
for a $50 million research effort on the opioid epidemic
and 15 new projects have been funded to date.

Espinoza-Madrigal, Iván and Sampson, Lauren. (2018,
November 30). The Next Challenge in the Opioid Epidemic:
Battling Rising Rates of HIV. Retrieved from
http://www.wbur.org/cognoscenti/2018/11/30/hiv-andopioid-epidemic-lauren-sampson-ivan-espinoza-madrigal
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Hoosiers State sees progress in fight against the opioid
epidemic. (2018, December 1). Retrieved from
https://cbs4indy.com/2018/12/01/hoosiers-state-seesprogress-in-fight-against-the-opioid-epidemic/
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Opioid Epidemic Drives Thousands of Minnesota Kids
into Foster Care
The number of children removed from homes with
parents suffering from opioid use disorder has reached
a crisis level in Minnesota, as the opioid epidemic
escalates in the Upper Midwest. There is also an
alarming increase in newborns exposed to opioids in
utero. State and county child protection agencies are
launching new initiatives to help parents. Many parents
suffering from opioid use disorder resist getting help.
As a result, children entering Minnesota’s child welfare
system stay in foster care much longer, extending the
separation from their parents. Children placed in foster
care typically suffer from higher rates of depression,
anxiety, and behavioral health problems.
Serres, Chris. (2018, December 1). Opioid epidemic is
driving thousands of Minnesota children into foster care.
Retrieved
from
http://www.startribune.com/opioidepidemic-is-driving-thousands-of-minnesota-childreninto-foster-care/501714932/
Opioid Epidemic Increases the Number of Babies Born
with Drug Dependency
Illinois’ battle against the opioid epidemic has seen
increases in the number of infants born with drug
dependency. Doctor Beau Batton at HSHS St John's
© 2018 Lumina Analytics, LLC. No claim to original U.S. Government Works or cited materials.

Children's Hospital said the number of infants born
dependent on opioids has increased rapidly. Last year,
the hospital cared for 59 infants with opioid
dependency. Dr. Batton said when a baby is born with
dependency, he or she often suffers from withdrawal
symptoms, such as abnormal vital signs, irritability or
excessive crying, weight loss and, in rare cases, seizures
or death.
Espinosa, Ana. (2018, December 1) Opioid epidemic
increases the number of babies born with drug
dependency.
Retrieved
from
https://newschannel20.com/news/local/opioid-epidemicincreases-the-number-of-babies-born-with-drugdependency-12-01-2018
America's New Opioid Law 'Is Historic in Its Breadth'
The Substance Use Disorder Prevention that Promotes
Opioid Recovery and Treatment (“SUPPORT”) for
Patients and Communities Act, a new opioid legislation
passed in the United States aimed at tackling the
nation’s opioid epidemic, indicates clear progress in the
fight against opioid addiction. Brett Giroir, Assistant
Secretary for Health and Senior Advisor for Opioid
Policy at the HHS, said that the legislation is historic in
its breadth. A key provision of the legislation is the
continuance of state opioid grants through the
SAMHSA. The new law targets over-prescribing and
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includes several provisions for minimizing opioid
trafficking. The SUPPORT Act also aims to curb opioidrelated fatalities.
Belmonte, Adriana. (2018, December 2). America's new
opioid law 'is historic in its breadth.' Retrieved from
https://finance.yahoo.com/news/americas-new-opioidlaw-historic-breadth-180938479.html
'Hub and Spoke' Growth Continues
According to new statistics, more than 7,500
Vermonters are receiving MAT for opioid dependency
in the state’s “hub and spoke” system. The system,
which launched in 2013, lowers the barriers to
treatment and improves access to medication. The
program has seen huge reductions in drug use,
overdoses, hospital visits, and arrests. The hub and
spoke system utilizes two outpatient models to
distribute buprenorphine and methadone to those
with substance use disorder. There are 88 medical
practices serving as spokes, along with eight hub sites
that offer intensive treatment.
Faher, Mike. (2018, December 2). ‘Hub and spoke’ growth
continues.
Retrieved
from
https://vtdigger.org/2018/12/02/hub-spoke-growthcontinues/
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Opioid Crisis Linked to Spike in Infective Endocarditis
According to a recent report, drug-associated infective
endocarditis increased 10 times from 2007 to 2017 in
North Carolina due to the opioid crisis. Annual
hospitalizations related to the infection increased from
0.92 to 10.95 per 100,000 persons during this period.
Admissions involving valve surgery also grew from 0.10
to 1.38 per 100,000 persons per year. According to the
study led by Dr. Asher Schranz of the University of
North Carolina, drug misusers accounted for 42
percent of all endocarditis valve surgeries performed in
the state last year. The study based on the North
Carolina Hospital Discharge Database included 22,825
cases of hospitalization for infective endocarditis, of
which 11 percent could be linked to the patient's drug
misuse.
Lou, Nicole. (2018, December 03). Opioid Crisis Linked to
Spike in Infective Endocarditis. Retrieved from
https://www.medpagetoday.com/publichealthpolicy/opioi
ds/76669
Virginia Tech Gets $200K Grant to Tackle Opioid Crisis
in Martinsville
According to the CDC, doctors prescribed more opioids
per capita in Martinsville, Virginia than anywhere else in
the country. According to Bonnie Favero from
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Piedmont Community Services, the Martinsville-Henry
County area has one of the highest overdose rates in
the state. Virginia Tech, the recipient of a $200,000
federal grant, is exploring ways to fight the opioid
epidemic. The institute plans on conducting research,
developing solutions, and working with people in the
community suffering from opioid use disorder.
Langlitz, Rachel & Wilcox, Kyle. (2018, December 04).
Virginia Tech gets $200K grant to tackle opioid crisis in
Martinsville.
Retrieved
from
https://wset.com/news/local/virginia-tech-gets-200kgrant-to-tackle-opioid-crisis-in-martinsville
Drexel Creates Center of Excellence to Address Opioid
Epidemic in Philadelphia
To address the opioid epidemic in Philadelphia, Drexel
University College of Medicine clinicians have
undertaken an ambitious and wide-ranging project.
The HHS has provided a $1.5 million, three-year grant
for this project. The funding will allow the College of
Medicine to create a Center of Excellence for Urban
Integrated Opioid Use Disorder Healthcare. The Center
will expand and integrate opioid use disorder
treatment services, including MAT, provide opioid
dependency educational programs to all Drexel health
care providers, trainees, and affiliates. The center will
create an Addiction Consultation Team to provide an
© 2018 Lumina Analytics, LLC. No claim to original U.S. Government Works or cited materials.

expert evaluation to opioid misusers and also create a
highly-trained group of peer specialists to support
opioid dependent patients in the recovery process.
Drexel Creates Center of Excellence to Address Opioid
Epidemic in Philadelphia. (2018, December 05). Retrieved
from
https://drexel.edu/now/archive/2018/December/DrexelCreates-Center-Address-Opioid-Epidemic/
New Report Examines Opioid Crisis Response Across
Texas
The Texas House Select Committee on Opioids and
Substance Abuse released a new report examining the
opioid crisis and response across the state. The report
was developed to serve as a framework for lawmakers
to decide which programs to fund. According to the
report, nearly 70 percent of children removed from
homes have parents who are struggling with substance
misuse. The report also examines work done by Bexar
County’s opioid task force to provide 17,000 doses of
Narcan, to first responders. To tackle the opioid crisis
statewide, the report recommends diversion programs
for low-level drug offenders. It also recommends more
resources to be allocated for therapeutic foster care.
Baucum, Emily. (2018, December 05). New report examines
opioid crisis response across Texas. Retrieved from

31

https://news4sanantonio.com/news/local/new-reportexamines-opioid-crisis-response-across-texas
West Virginia Officials Seek New Ideas on Opioid Crisis
Professionals who helped reduce drug overdoses in
Huntington, West Virginia will assist in curbing the
opioid crisis statewide. During a press conference, held
on December 3 at the Provider Response Organization
for Addiction Care and Treatment, Governor Jim Justice
announced the creation of the Council on Substance
Abuse and Treatment. Brian Gallagher, Chief of
Governmental Affairs Officer for Marshall Health, will
be the chairman. The council will work on ways to
replicate the successes achieved in Huntington.
Adams, Steven Allen. (2018, December 05). West Virginia
Officials Seek New Ideas on Opioid Crisis. Retrieved from
http://www.theintelligencer.net/news/topheadlines/2018/12/west-virginia-officials-seek-new-ideason-opioid-crisis/
Another Viewpoint: Florida Is Making Progress Against
the Opioid Epidemic
Florida has seen some of the highest opioid overdose
rates across the country. Opioid-related deaths
increased by 35 percent between 2015 and 2016.
During 2017, Florida hospitals treated approximately
18,000 opioid overdoses, and opioid-related treatment
© 2018 Lumina Analytics, LLC. No claim to original U.S. Government Works or cited materials.

costs exceeded $1 billion. The state has taken steps to
resolve the crisis by providing access and funding for
MAT combined with behavioral health counseling. The
Florida Alcohol and Drug Abuse Association has utilized
resources provided by the Legislature, the Office of
State Courts Administration, the Department of
Children and Families, and partner treatment centers
across the state. The treatment model provides training
and technical assistance for enrolled providers.
Medications approved by the FDA for opioid addiction
treatment include buprenorphine, methadone, and
extended-release injectable naltrexone. Florida’s
program serves as a model for addiction treatment.
Fontaine, Mark. (2018, December 06). Another Viewpoint:
Florida is making progress against the opioid epidemic.
Retrieved
from
https://www.theledger.com/opinion/20181206/anotherviewpoint-florida-is-making-progress-against-opioidepidemic
Is the Opioid Epidemic Now the Fentanyl Epidemic?
According to new data released by the CDC, opioid
overdoses remain alarmingly high. This has caused a
decrease in life expectancy in the U.S. Fentanyl was
involved in 41 percent of opioid overdose deaths.
Prescription fentanyl, which can be 50 times stronger
than heroin, is used as a surgical anesthetic for treating
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cancer pain and for end-of-life care. Illicit fentanyl and
analogs are also popular street drugs used in substitute
for heroin. Overdose death from prescription fentanyl
and fentanyl derivatives is almost impossible to
differentiate. Addressing street fentanyl is crucial, but
the over-prescription of opioid painkillers continues to
feed the opioid epidemic. Currently, the media focus
has shifted from prescription painkillers to illicit
fentanyl shipped from abroad.
Krensky, Sophie, Goodwin, Ben, and Fugh-Berman,
Adriane. (2018, December 07). Is the opioid epidemic now
the
fentanyl
epidemic?.
Retrieved
from
https://www.baltimoresun.com/news/opinion/oped/bs-edop-1207-fentanyl-opioid-20181206-story.html
Maine Boosts Reimbursement Rates for Opioid Use
Treatment
According to the CDC, Maine saw the sixth highest
increases in drug overdose deaths in 2017. To address
the
opioid
crisis,
Governor
Paul
LePage's
administration has increased reimbursement rates for
MAT. The administration passed emergency rules
raising reimbursement rates from $496 per patient
each month to new tiered rates of $663 to $2,200.
Lawmakers also approved a $6.7-million funding
increase in July.
© 2018 Lumina Analytics, LLC. No claim to original U.S. Government Works or cited materials.

Maine boosts reimbursement rates for opioid use
treatment. (2018, December 08). Retrieved from
https://www.ledgerenquirer.com/news/article222852880.html
In Wake of Opioid Epidemic, Missouri Needs to Monitor
Prescription Drugs
Despite the alarming increase in the number of opioidrelated deaths, Missouri remains the only state in the
United States without a prescription drug monitoring
program. It is time for the state to join the rest of the
country by approving an effective measure that can
provide the necessary tools for doctors and
pharmacists to fight drug misuse. According to the CDC,
overdose deaths in Missouri increased by more than 30
percent between 2015 and 2016. The CDC places
Missouri as the 18th worst state regarding increases in
mortality. Missouri Governor, Mike Parson, is a strong
advocate for the program. The General Assembly will
convene in January 2019 to deliberate on meaningful
steps to create a monitoring program.
In the wake of the opioid epidemic, Missouri needs to
monitor prescription drugs. (2018, December 09).
Retrieved from https://www.whig.com/20181209/in-wakeof-opioid-epidemic-missouri-needs-to-monitorprescription-drugs#//
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Appendix A: Mission LISA
Overview
Mission LISA is a data aggregation project surrounding
the opioid crisis in America. The objective of the project
is to leverage publicly available data to fill knowledge
gaps relevant to opioid addiction prevention,
treatment, and interdiction. Intelligence developed
through Mission LISA is used to publish
recommendations for policy changes, addiction
treatment pathways, and prescription protocols based
on the most timely and relevant predictive indicators of
addiction and mortality risk.
Early stage outcomes on addiction and mortality
caused by prescription and illicit opioids are beginning
to reveal the power laws, or distributions, of addiction
and overdose—a defined set of variables and
conditions that drive the crisis. These insights are used
to direct policy and treatment recommendations
published by the Mission LISA team and its advisory
board. Analytics on nationwide treatment efficacy is
another critical area of our research. More relevant and
timely
data
increases
transparency
around
government-funded treatment programs and is useful
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for directing the allocation of funding and resources to
programs with the highest historical rates of success.
Our research illuminates contradictions in policy and
prescription protocols across physicians, hospitals, and
insurers. Insights gained through this analysis yield
data-driven policy recommendations and opportunities
to enhance and streamline opioid addiction care and
pain treatment. Through Mission LISA, we seek to
alleviate the crisis nationally by lessening instances of
opioid-induced overdose and addiction.
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Appendix B: How to Read
This Report
The Mission LISA Opioid Crisis Intelligence Report
provides discussion and analysis of key data, events,
and trends surrounding the national opioid epidemic.
Analysis draws on data observed in Lumina’s
proprietary Mission LISA data systems and published
across news media platforms over the past month. Our
analysts capture data relevant to crisis prevention,
addiction treatment, policy, and ongoing interdiction
efforts from across the Internet to pinpoint critical
developments in the national discussion.
Each report begins with an executive summary of its
contents. The executive summary is followed by a
commentary that describes current trends and analysis
drawn from ongoing Mission LISA data aggregation and
development. Finally, the report includes a collection of
relevant news articles, which have been curated for
readers by the Mission LISA staff.
The report is broken down by content category for
expedited navigation. We summarize relevant articles
to highlight important findings and insights and
underline action items derived from new intelligence.
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The purpose of this report is to inform understanding
of the national crisis and provide recommendations for
data-driven solutions to curb opioid-induced mortality
and addiction.

