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Executive Summary
This month’s report highlights content collected from
October 8 to November 11, 2018, regarding the
national opioid crisis. The report features:
•

The debate surrounding the newly FDAapproved opioid medication, Dsuvia.

•

Efforts from various industry leaders,
including Amazon, Walmart, and the Blue
Cross Blue Shield Association, to combat the
epidemic.

•

The SUPPORT for Patients and Communities
Act, a bipartisan legislation recently signed
into law aiming to improve prevention
resources and treatment access.
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Fast Facts
•

The total cost of the epidemic from 2001 to
2017 exceeds $1 trillion; an estimated $500
billion is expected to be added by 2020.1

•

The cost of the opioid epidemic reached $115
billion in 2017, a 20 percent increase from
2016.2

•

Synthetic opioids, such as fentanyl, were
involved in almost 30,000 overdose deaths in
2017.3

•

According to the U.S. Drug Enforcement
Administration (“DEA”) 2018 National Drug
Threat Assessment, heroin-related overdose
deaths nearly doubled between 2013 and
2016 due to the increased adulteration with
fentanyl and other synthetic opioids.4

•

According to the Centers for Disease Control
and Prevention ("CDC"), the number of drug
overdose deaths started to decline in February
2018.5

•

According to the U.S. Food and Drug
Administration (“FDA”), Medication-Assisted
Treatment (“MAT”), such as the use of
buprenorphine,
in
combination
with
counseling and behavioral therapy, has been
found to be more effective than detoxing
alone for treating addiction.6

Robinson, W. (2018, February 13). Opioid crisis costs US economy $1 trillion, problem continues to grow: study. Retrieved on October 23, 2018 from
https://www.pennlive.com/news/2018/02/opioid_crisis_costs_us_economy.html
2
Robeznieks, A. (2018, October 15). Understanding the opioid epidemic’s economic toll. Retrieved October 23, 2018, from https://wire.ama-assn.org/deliveringcare/understanding-opioid-epidemic-s-economic-toll
3
United States Drug Enforcement Administration (2018, November 03). DEA releases 2018 National Drug Threat Assessment. Retrieved November 07, 2018, from
https://www.dea.gov/press-releases/2018/11/02/dea-releases-2018-national-drug-threat-assessment-0
4
Ibid.
5
Szucs,
Z.
(2018,
November
8).
Plateauing
Opioid
Crisis
Contributes
To Strong
Job
Market.
Retrieved November
13,
2018,
from
https://cdn.dailycaller.com/2018/11/08/plateauing-opioid-crisis-growth-labor-force-participation/
6
Stiesi, R. (2018, October 17). Rutgers combats opioid epidemic with new fellowship program. Retrieved October 30, 2018, from
http://www.dailytargum.com/article/2018/10/rutgers-combats-opioid-epidemic-with-new-fellowship-program
1
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•

After the reformulation of OxyContin in 2010,
misuse of the medication decreased by 40
percent, causing an increase in heroin
overdoses.7

•

According to a survey by Vizient, about 30
percent of hospital and health system leaders
believe the increased volume of opioid-related
admissions is resulting in longer waiting times
for all patients and diverting resources from
other areas to address the opioid epidemic.8

•

According to a report by the University of
South
Florida,
increases
in
opioid
prescriptions correlated with increases in child
removal rates across 23 states.9,10

Smith,
T.
(2018,
November
07).
Heroin
overdoses
surged
following
Oxycontin
reformulation.
Retrieved
November
13,
2018,
from
https://journalistsresource.org/studies/society/public-health/heroin-overdoses-oxycontin-reformulation
8
Reed, T. (2018, October 29). Survey: How hospital leaders are responding to the opioid crisis. Retrieved November 05, 2018, from https://www.fiercehealthcare.com/hospitalshealth-systems/survey-hospitals-response-to-opioid-crisis
9
University of South Florida (2018, November 06). Impact of opioid epidemic on children varies by state. Retrieved November 13, 2018, from
https://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2018/11/181106104300.htm
10
Harper, A. (2018, November 7). Student survival becomes priority for educators in opioid crisis response. Retrieved November 13, 2018, from
https://www.educationdive.com/news/student-survival-becomes-priority-for-educators-in-opioid-crisis-response/541617/
7
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outlined
include
supporting
minority
communities, funding volunteer support,
enhancing educational opportunities, and
providing housing services.13

Current Events
•

•

On September 24, over 100 representatives from
government, the health sector, civil society,
academia, and industry convened at the CanadaUnited States Roundtable on Strategies to
Combat the Opioid Crisis in Washington, D.C. The
roundtable discussed addressing the epidemic
through prevention, treatment, and recovery
and identified opportunities for collaboration,
such as surveillance, research, training, and
standards.11
On October 11, the White House Office of
National Drug Control Policy ("ONDCP") and the
U.S. Department of Agriculture ("USDA")
announced the Rural Resource Guide to Help
Communities Address Substance Use Disorder
and Opioids Misuse.12 Federal programs

•

On October 24, President Donald Trump signed
the Substance Use-Disorder Prevention that
Promotes Opioid Recovery and Treatment
("SUPPORT") for Patients and Communities Act
into law. The legislation expands prevention and
treatment programs for substance use
disorders, requires the U.S. postal service to
screen overseas packages for fentanyl, and
provides support for mothers and infants
affected by opioid misuse.14’15

Report recounts
cross-border
roundtable
on
strategies
to
combat opioid crisis.
(2018,
October
29).
Retrieved
November
05,
2018,
from http://www.uwindsor.ca/dailynews/2018-10-26/report-recounts-cross-border-roundtable-strategies-combat-opioid-crisis
12
USDA, ONDCP unveil tool to help rural communities address the opioid epidemic. (2018, October 30). Retrieved November 07, 2018, from http://www.hpj.com/ag_news/usdaondcp-unveil-tool-to-help-rural-communities-address-the/article_3e532578-dc8c-11e8-b9fc-972ce409e168.html
13
Office of National Drug Control Policy. (2018, October). Federal Resources for Rural Communities to Help Address Substance Use Disorder and Opioid Misuse. Retrieved
November 07, 2018, from https://www.rd.usda.gov/files/RuralResourceGuide.pdf
14
Sotomayor, M. (2018, October 24). Trump signs sweeping opioid bill with vow to end 'scourge' of drug addiction. Retrieved October 30, 2018, from
https://www.nbcnews.com/politics/congress/trump-signs-sweeping-opioid-bill-vow-end-scourge-drug-addiction-n923976
15
Drash, W. (2018, October 24). Trump claims on opioid crisis met with mix of skepticism and hope by experts as deaths plateau. Retrieved October 30, 2018,
from https://edition.cnn.com/2018/10/24/health/experts-react-to-trump-opioid-legislation/index.html
11
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•

On November 2, the FDA approved Dsuvia, a new
opioid medication said to be five to ten times
stronger than prescription fentanyl. Due to its
potency, Dsuvia will only be distributed to health
care settings and will not be available at
pharmacies or for outpatient use.16,17

•

According to Alex Azar, Secretary of the
Department of Health and Human Services
(“HHS”), the agency will be offering services to
mothers with substance use disorders and
infants suffering from neonatal abstinence
syndrome through a program to be launched by
HHS’s Center for Medicare and Medicaid
Innovation.18

•

The FDA has launched a new initiative to utilize
medical device-based treatments, diagnostic
tests, and mobile medical apps to address the
current opioid crisis. The agency has received
over 200 submissions seeking approval.19

Bernstein, L. (2018, November 02). FDA approves powerful opioid despite fears of more overdose deaths. Retrieved November 12, 2018, from
https://www.washingtonpost.com/national/health-science/fda-approves-a-powerful-new-opioid/2018/11/02/88cd27e6-deaf-11e8-85df-7a6b4d25cfbb_story.html
17
AcelRx Pharmaceuticals, Inc. (2018, November 02). AcelRx announces FDA approval of DSUVIA™. Retrieved November 12, 2018, from https://www.prnewswire.com/newsreleases/acelrx-announces-fda-approval-of-dsuvia-300743221.html
18
Bernstein, L. (2018, October 23). Feds will aid infants and mothers affected by the opioid epidemic. Retrieved November 07, 2018,
from https://www.washingtonpost.com/national/health-science/hhs-will-aid-infants-and-mothers-affected-by-the-opioid-epidemic/2018/10/23/11a80158-d6db-11e8-aeb7ddcad4a0a54e_story.html?noredirect=on&utm_term=.54f23424183f
19
US regulators snip red tape for medical devices to curb opioid crisis. (2018, November 10). Retrieved November 13, 2018, from https://dailytimes.com.pk/320292/usregulators-snip-red-tape-for-medical-devices-to-curb-opioid-crisis/
16
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Epidemic Tracking
FDA Approves Powerful Opioid Medication
Amid the Opioid Crisis
On November 2, the FDA approved a new opioid
medication, Dsuvia, amid the escalating opioid
epidemic despite criticism from advisors.20 According
to the head of the FDA advisory committee on
painkillers, the sublingual formulation of sufentanil21
will likely worsen the nation’s drug epidemic.22 In the
face of criticism, FDA Commissioner, Scott Gottlieb,
issued a statement to address his decision, as well as
the FDA’s future consideration of new opioids.

“I recognize that the debate goes beyond the
characteristics of this particular product or the actions
that we’re taking to mitigate this drug’s risks and
preserve its differentiated benefits. We won’t sidestep
what I believe is the real underlying source of
discontent among the critics of this approval – the
question of whether or not America needs another
powerful opioid while in the throes of a massive crisis
of addiction,” Gottlieb stated.23
Manufacturer, AcelRx, will market Dsuvia, which is five
to ten times more potent than prescription fentanyl, in
early 2019.24 According to the FDA, the opioid will be
strictly regulated. Health care administrators may only
use Dsuvia in medically supervised health care settings.
The drug is also intended for use on the battlefield.25
The pill is administered under the tongue and has the

Bernstein, L. (2018, November 2). FDA approves powerful opioid despite fears of more overdose deaths. Retrieved November 12, 2018, from
https://www.washingtonpost.com/national/health-science/fda-approves-a-powerful-new-opioid/2018/11/02/88cd27e6-deaf-11e8-85df7a6b4d25cfbb_story.html?noredirect=on&utm_term=.40f38b06c711
21
FDA Statement. (2018, November 2). Statement from FDA Commissioner Scott Gottlieb, M.D., on agency’s approval of Dsuvia and the FDA’s future consideration of new
opioids. Retrieved November 12, 2018, from https://www.fda.gov/NewsEvents/Newsroom/PressAnnouncements/ucm624968.htm
22
Bernstein, L. (2018, November 2). FDA approves powerful opioid despite fears of more overdose deaths. Retrieved November 12, 2018, from
https://www.washingtonpost.com/national/health-science/fda-approves-a-powerful-new-opioid/2018/11/02/88cd27e6-deaf-11e8-85df7a6b4d25cfbb_story.html?noredirect=on&utm_term=.40f38b06c711
23
FDA Statement. (2018, November 2). Statement from FDA Commissioner Scott Gottlieb, M.D., on agency’s approval of Dsuvia and the FDA’s future consideration of new
opioids. Retrieved November 12, 2018, from https://www.fda.gov/NewsEvents/Newsroom/PressAnnouncements/ucm624968.htm
24
Bernstein, L. (2018, November 2). FDA approves powerful opioid despite fears of more overdose deaths. Retrieved November 12, 2018, from
https://www.washingtonpost.com/national/health-science/fda-approves-a-powerful-new-opioid/2018/11/02/88cd27e6-deaf-11e8-85df7a6b4d25cfbb_story.html?noredirect=on&utm_term=.40f38b06c711
25
FDA Statement. (2018, November 2). Statement from FDA Commissioner Scott Gottlieb, M.D., on agency’s approval of Dsuvia and the FDA’s future consideration of new
opioids. Retrieved November 12, 2018, from https://www.fda.gov/NewsEvents/Newsroom/PressAnnouncements/ucm624968.htm
20
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same impact as five milligrams of intravenous
morphine. Gottlieb addressed the use of Dsuvia for the
military in his statement: “The FDA has made it a high
priority to make sure our soldiers have access to
treatments that meet the unique needs of the
battlefield including when intravenous administration
is not possible for the treatment of acute pain.” The
Pentagon had also spent millions of dollars funding
AcelRx’s research.26
Dr. Raeford Brown, the Chairman of the FDA advisory
committee that evaluated the new formulation and
recommended its approval, publicly condemned the
decision. “It is my observation that once the FDA
approves an opioid compound, there are no
safeguards as to the population that will be exposed,
the post-marketing analysis of prescribing behavior, or
the ongoing analysis of the risks of the drug to the
general population,” Brown wrote. Democratic
Senators Edward Markey of Massachusetts, Richard

Blumenthal of Connecticut, Claire McCaskill of Missouri,
Joe Manchin of West Virginia and the advocacy group
Public Citizen also criticized the decision.27 Sidney
Wolfe, Founder of Public Citizen’s Health research
group stated, “It is certain that Dsuvia will worsen the
opioid epidemic.”28
Pamela Palmer, Anesthesiologist and Co-Founder of
AcelRx, defended the approval: “The FDA approval of
Dsuvia is the culmination of nearly 15 years of research
to improve the standard of care for managing acute
pain in medically supervised settings.” She added that
caregivers can make mistakes as they calculate the
amount of clear liquid painkillers, such as morphine, to
administer intravenously.29
The debate surrounding Dsuvia’s approval continues
amid the opioid epidemic. Regulation of new
medication needs to be enforced to reduce the risk of
diversion and misuse. Mission LISA recommends health
care providers to carefully examine the intended use of

Bernstein, L. (2018, November 2). FDA approves powerful opioid despite fears of more overdose deaths. Retrieved
https://www.washingtonpost.com/national/health-science/fda-approves-a-powerful-new-opioid/2018/11/02/88cd27e6-deaf-11e8-85df7a6b4d25cfbb_story.html?noredirect=on&utm_term=.40f38b06c711
27
Goonough, A. (2018, November 2). FDA Approves Powerful New Opioid Despite Warnings of Likely Abuse. Retrieved
https://www.nytimes.com/2018/11/02/health/dsuvia-fda-opoid.html
28
Goldschmidt, D. (2018, November 4). Amid deepening addiction crisis, FDA approves powerful new opioid. Retrieved
https://www.cnn.com/2018/11/02/health/new-opioid-dsuvia-fda-approval-bn/index.html
29
Bernstein, L. (2018, November 2). FDA approves powerful opioid despite fears of more overdose deaths. Retrieved
https://www.washingtonpost.com/national/health-science/fda-approves-a-powerful-new-opioid/2018/11/02/88cd27e6-deaf-11e8-85df7a6b4d25cfbb_story.html?noredirect=on&utm_term=.40f38b06c711
26
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Dsuvia and provide patient education prior and
following administration. The opioid medication should
be used with caution to prevent worsening the ongoing
epidemic.

Efforts from Large Companies to End the
Opioid Crisis
The opioid epidemic is one of the largest health care
crises in America. Last year alone, an estimated 72,000
people died from drug overdoses, and millions of
Americans are currently struggling with opioid
addiction.30 Industry leaders have noticed and are
joining the fight to end the epidemic.
To help alleviate the crisis, Amazon created the Amazon
Web Services Opioid Crisis Council, which strives to
bring transparency to addiction by analyzing large
datasets from disparate sources. The Council also aims
to help first responders access medical records more
efficiently and identify fraudulent activities through the

interstate prescription drug monitoring programs.
Moreover, the company has programmed its popular
smart home assistant system, Alexa, to answer
questions about opioids and addiction.31
Several companies are aiming to improve access to
treatment. For example, the Blue Cross Blue Shield
Association plans to launch the Blue Distinction Centers
for Substance Use Treatment and Recovery to provide
evidence-based approaches for addressing long-term
effects of opioid addiction. In addition, the company
will establish a national hotline, available to both
members and non-members, to connect individuals
with treatment centers. The two resources will be
operational by January 2020.32 Cigna Health Insurance
seeks to reduce opioid-related overdoses in selected
communities by 25 percent over three years through a
collaboration with the Department of Veterans Affairs.
The collaborative aims to help veterans manage pain
and mental health conditions and improve access to
addiction treatment.33

National Institute on Drug Abuse. (2018, August 09). Overdose Death Rates. Retrieved November 14, 2018, from https://www.drugabuse.gov/related-topics/trendsstatistics/overdose-death-rates
31
AWS Opioid Crisis Council Committed to Help Solve the Opioid Epidemic | Amazon Web Services. (2018, October 24). Retrieved November 14, 2018, from
https://aws.amazon.com/blogs/publicsector/aws-opioid-crisis-council-committed-to-help-solve-the-opioid-epidemic/
32
Blue Cross Blue Shield Association. (2018, July 12). Blue Cross and Blue Shield Companies Make Landmark Decision to Advance Better Treatment Options for Opioid Use
Disorder. Retrieved November 14, 2018, from https://www.bcbs.com/press-releases/blue-cross-and-blue-shield-companies-make-landmark-decision-advance-better-treatment
33
Truong, K. (2018, October 25). Here’s how companies like CVS, Amazon and Cigna are taking up the banner to end the opioid crisis. Retrieved November 12, 2018 from
https://medcitynews.com/2018/10/heres-how-companies-like-cvs-amazon-and-cigna-are-taking-up-the-banner-to-end-the-opioid-crisis/?rf=1
30
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Many pharmacies are focusing on medication disposal
and prevention. CVS Health has pledged to create 1,100
additional permanent medical disposal locations and
provide opioid misuse prevention information to a total
of 250,000 students and parents by the end of 2019.
Rite Aid is providing DisposeRx, drug disposal packets,
when dispensing opioid prescriptions. Besides
expanding the medication disposal program to all its
pharmacies, Walgreens is also partnering with Google
to display permanent drug disposal sites on Google
Maps. Furthermore, Google has created a locator tool
for National Prescription Drug Take Back Day. Walmart
will continue to limit acute opioid prescriptions to a
seven-day supply and will require E-Prescription for all
scheduled drugs by 2020.34 Additionally, after recently
acquiring Narcan manufacturer, Adapy Pharma,
Emergent BioSolutions announced to offer the antiopioid overdose drug and free opioid awareness
education to thousands of public libraries and YMCAs
across the country.35

All efforts will support the bipartisan bill dedicated to
ending the opioid crisis recently signed into law by
President Trump.

Various industry leaders are committed to tackle the
epidemic through evidence-based solutions and
innovative technology for Americans across the nation.
Truong, K. (2018, October 25). Here’s how companies like CVS, Amazon and Cigna are taking up the banner to end the opioid crisis. Retrieved November 12, 2018 from
https://medcitynews.com/2018/10/heres-how-companies-like-cvs-amazon-and-cigna-are-taking-up-the-banner-to-end-the-opioid-crisis/?rf=1
35
Emergent BioSolutions to Offer All Public Libraries and YMCAs in the U.S. Free Opioid Awareness Education and NARCAN® (naloxone HCl) Nasal Spray. (2018, October 24).
Retrieved November 14, 2018, from http://investors.emergentbiosolutions.com/phoenix.zhtml?c=202582&p=irol-newsArticle_pf&ID=2373258
34
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Treatment and Policy
President Trump Signs Bipartisan Bill to Fight
Opioid Crisis
On October 24, President Trump signed the bipartisan
legislation, the SUPPORT for Patients and Communities
Act, into law. Last year, roughly 72,000 Americans died
from drug overdoses and the CDC estimates two-thirds
of drug overdose deaths were opioid-related. The law
is the largest federal effort taken to combat the opioid
crisis, but public health experts say that it still does not
provide the necessary resources to address the scale of
the epidemic. Keith Humphreys, a drug policy expert at
Stanford University who worked with Congressional
staff on the law, said that there was no bipartisan
agreement to appropriate funds at the level he believes
is necessary, such as the amount previously allocated
to address the HIV/AIDS epidemic.36
The legislation includes many valuable legal and
regulatory changes that will help the federal
government address the epidemic, as well as provides

additional resources to patients suffering from opioid
addiction. The law expands uses for Medicaid and
Medicare and ensures that Medicare covers
methadone for adults over the age of 65 who have
opioid use disorder (“OUD”). Over three-quarters of a
million senior citizens misused opioids in 2017, but
Medicare did not cover treatment for OUD. The law also
loosens restrictions on Medicaid funds for inpatient
opioid addiction treatment. Medicaid will also be
expanded to provide care for patients re-entering their
communities after incarceration. This population is
particularly vulnerable as patients are more than twice
as likely to die from an overdose as any other cause
during the first week of release. Furthermore, the
SUPPORT for Patients and Communities Act increases
the number of buprenorphine prescribers by allowing
nurse practitioners and physician assistants to
prescribe the FDA-approved medication for OUD.37
The law also directs federal agencies to pursue
additional research projects related to addiction and
pain, including a provision that requires the FDA to
develop guidelines for prescribing opioid analgesics.
Additionally, the law requires the Government

Lopez, G. (2018, October 24). Trump just signed a bipartisan bill to confront the opioid epidemic. Retrieved November 13, 2018, from https://www.vox.com/policy-andpolitics/2018/9/28/17913938/trump-opioid-epidemic-congress-support-act-bill-law
37
Coukell, A. (2018, October 24). President Trump Signs Bipartisan Bill to Fight Opioid Crisis. Retrieved November 13, 2018, from https://www.pewtrusts.org/en/research-andanalysis/articles/2018/10/24/president-trump-signs-bipartisan-bill-to-fight-opioid-crisis
36
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Accountability Office (“GAO”) to conduct studies to
address:
1. Gaps in Medicaid coverage for pregnant and
post-partum women with substance use
disorder,
2. Medicaid coverage for peer support services,
3. Children’s access to Medicaid services for
treating substance use disorders,
4. Barriers to treatment access,
5. The effectiveness of drug disposal products and
packaging technologies,
6. Hospice drug management, and
7. The Department of Transportation’s collection
and use of drug and alcohol testing.38

increases transparency requirements of interactions
between prescribers and drug manufacturers.39,40
Nurse practitioners and physician assistants now have
the same transparency requirements as physician
prescribers regarding gifts and payments from drug
manufacturers.41 The law also establishes civil and
criminal fines for drug manufacturers and distributors
who do not consider the Automated Reports and
Consolidated Ordering System (“ARCOS”) data to
identify suspicious opioid orders and implements
additional fines for failing to report suspicious orders
or failing to keep accurate records.42
The law may be short of what experts believe is
required to adequately address the opioid crisis, but it
provides new resources and tools to address the
epidemic and represents a concrete step forward.

The law will increase penalties for drug manufacturers
and distributors for overprescribing opioids and

Majority and Minority Committees’ Staff. H.R.6 Support for Patients and Communities Act. https://www.alexander.senate.gov/public/_cache/files/64a0f95e-e4b6-406e-93406a2755e8e34a/930-am-edits-09.26.18-final-opioid-sec-by-sec-bipart-bicam.pdf
39
Lopez, G. (2018, October 24). Trump just signed a bipartisan bill to confront the opioid epidemic. Retrieved November 13, 2018, from https://www.vox.com/policy-andpolitics/2018/9/28/17913938/trump-opioid-epidemic-congress-support-act-bill-law
40
Coukell, A. (2018, October 24). President Trump Signs Bipartisan Bill to Fight Opioid Crisis. Retrieved November 13, 2018, from https://www.pewtrusts.org/en/research-andanalysis/articles/2018/10/24/president-trump-signs-bipartisan-bill-to-fight-opioid-crisis
41
Ibid.
42
Majority and Minority Committees’ Staff. H.R.6 Support for Patients and Communities Act. https://www.alexander.senate.gov/public/_cache/files/64a0f95e-e4b6-406e-93406a2755e8e34a/930-am-edits-09.26.18-final-opioid-sec-by-sec-bipart-bicam.pdf
38
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Alerts Log
October 8, 2018 – November 11, 2018
Senator Kloubuchar Announces Legislation Helping
Law Enforcement Curb Opioid Misuse
Minnesota Senator, Amy Klobuchar, announced a
legislation to assist law enforcement combat the opioid
epidemic. Klobuchar said that the Synthetic Abuse and
Labeling of Toxic Substances (“SALTS”) Act will help law
enforcement prosecute the sale and distribution
of analogue drugs, or synthetic substances similar to
illegal drugs. Officials said that dealers are changing the
chemical compounds in drugs to avoid detection.
Lieutenant Jeff Kazel of the Duluth Police Department
stated that the legislation is valuable in fighting drug
trafficking. According to St. Louis County Attorney, Mark
Rubin, it will help all law enforcement agencies working
on major drug cases. The SALTS Act is now pending
presidential approval.

Sen. Kloubuchar Announces Legislation Helping Law
Enforcement Curb Opioid Abuse. (2018, October 8).
Retrieved
from https://www.wdio.com/news/klobuchar-opioidlegislation-/5100770/
© 2018 Lumina Analytics, LLC. No claim to original U.S. Government Works or cited materials.

United States Opioid Crisis Package Nears Enactment
A legislation aimed at reducing opioid misuse is now
awaiting the presidential approval. The bill known as
the “SUPPORT for Patients and Communities Act”,
revised the Medicare and Medicaid hospital
reimbursement policies that encouraged practitioners
to choose opioids over non-addictive treatments. The
Act will empower the U.S. FDA to eliminate barriers to
developing alternative pain relievers.

Gardner, Jonathan. (2018, October 08). US opioid crisis
package
nears
enactment.
Retrieved
from
http://www.evaluate.com/vantage/articles/news/policy
-and-regulation/us-opioid-crisis-package-nearsenactment
Blumenthal Talks Anti-Opioid Bill on New Haven Green
Connecticut Senator, Richard Blumenthal, stated that a
$1.5 billion opioid bill passed in the Senate will help
prevent outbreak incidents and overdoses. Senator
Blumenthal spoke on the New Haven Green, where
most of the overdoses caused by a synthetic marijuanalike drug called K2 occurred. The legislative package
requires post offices to electronically monitor packages
to intercept drug shipments. It also increases funding
for OUD treatment and resources, such as recovery
coaches and sober houses, in additional cities and
states. Furthermore, the anti-opioid bill will provide
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more money to purchase Narcan, a medication used to
reverse the effects of opioid overdoses. President
Trump is expected to sign the bill into law.

Dunavin, Davis. Blumenthal Talks Anti-Opioid Bill On
New Haven Green. (2018, October 9). Retrieved
from http://www.wshu.org/post/blumenthal-talks-antiopioid-bill-new-haven-green#stream/0
Federal Grant Gives Minnesota $18M to Fight Opioid
Crisis
On October 9, the Minnesota Department of Human
Services announced an $18 million federal grant to the
state. The two-year grant will support treatment,
emergency overdose antidotes such as naloxone,
training and recruitment of medical and mental health
staff. The new grant brings Minnesota’s total funding in
federal resources to fight the opioid epidemic to $34
million. In 2017, 50,000 Minnesotans were treated for
substance use disorder, and there were 11,000 opioidand heroin-related hospital admissions. State leaders
are also developing policies to address the crisis.
Current measures include tightening drug prescribing
practices and expanding the use of prescription drug
monitoring programs. There is also bipartisan support
for a "penny-a-pill" fee on opioid prescriptions to raise
funds for treatment and prevention efforts.
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Magan, Christopher. (2018, October 9). Federal grant
gives Minnesota $18M to fight opioid crisis. Retrieved
from http://duluthnewstribune.com/news/governmen
t-and-politics/4511381-federal-grant-gives-minnesota18m-fight-opioid-crisis
State to Receive More Funding to Help Fight Opioid
Crisis
New Hampshire Senator, Jeanne Shaheen, stated that
New Hampshire will receive about $23 million in state
opioid response grants this year. The Substance Use
Disorder Prevention bill would release additional
financial aid to combat the opioid crisis. According to
Senator Maggie Hassan, the bill enables the hardest hit
states like New Hampshire to receive the resources
they need. Additionally, officials with Catholic Medical
Center said that medication-assisted therapy will
receive a significant boost under the bill. Currently,
medical graduates are permitted to prescribe opioids
but cannot prescribe medication to treat opioid
addiction without extra training. Lawmakers said that
the bill will also increase U.S. border security and hold
drug distributors accountable. The Substance Use
Disorder Prevention bill is awaiting presidential
approval.

Cherry, Mike. (2018, October 9). State to receive more
funding to help fight opioid crisis. Retrieved
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from https://www.wmur.com/article/state-to-receivemore-funding-to-help-fight-opioid-crisis/23695638
Ohio University Plans for ‘RAPID Response' to Address
Southeast Ohio's Opioid Epidemic
Ohio University’s College of Health Sciences and
Professions (“CHSP”) and partner agencies will use a
grant of $200,000 received from the U.S. Health
Resources and Services Administration to address the
opioid epidemic in Southeast Ohio. The consortium
titled its proposal Regional Approach to Prevent,
Intervene, and Discontinue Opiate Use in Southeast
Ohio. Hopewell Health Centers Incorporated is the lead
agency on the Rural Communities Opioid Response
Program Planning grant, with additional participation
from CHSP, the Ohio Alliance for Innovation in
Population Health, the University of Rio Grande, and
Buckeye Hills Regional Council. Each of these agencies
has been engaged in regional initiatives to address the
opioid epidemic.

Ohio University plans for ‘RAPID response’ to address
Southeast Ohio’s opioid epidemic. (2018, October 11).
Retrieved
from
https://www.ohio.edu/compass/stories/18-19/10/hrsagrant.cfm
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CU Denver Professor Receives Funding to Study Opioid
Addiction Treatment for Chronic Pain Sufferers
The National Institute of Health awarded more than
$700,000 to the University of Colorado (“CU”) Denver
and Assistant Psychology Professor, Dr. Amy
Wachholtz, to study treatment options for chronic pain
sufferers who develop opioid addiction. Wachholtz,
who founded the Comorbid Opioid Addiction and Pain
Lab in the College of Liberal Arts and Sciences at CU
Denver, said that no treatments have yet proven
effective for simultaneously addressing chronic pain
and opioid addiction. She further stated that her team’s
goal is to introduce evidence-based treatment that
helps break the cycle of relapse.

CU Denver professor receives funding to study opioid
addiction treatment for chronic pain sufferers. (2018,
October 12). Retrieved from https://www.newsmedical.net/news/20181012/CU-Denver-professorreceives-funding-to-study-opioid-addiction-treatmentfor-chronic-pain-sufferers.aspx
DEA Acting Administrator Underscores the Importance
of Drug Enforcement Efforts to Combat Opioid
Epidemic
At the annual Utah Solutions Summit in Salt Lake City,
DEA Acting Administrator, Uttam Dhillon, highlighted
the significance of law enforcement as part of a
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successful, comprehensive solution to the opioid
epidemic. In his remarks to hundreds of medical
practitioners, drug treatment professionals, attorneys,
and law enforcement officials, Dhillon stressed the
value of efforts aimed at suppliers of addictive drugs.
Furthermore, he stated that while addressing drug
misuse is difficult, it is more challenging to discuss
enforcement.

DEA Acting Administrator underscores the importance
of drug enforcement efforts to combat opioid
epidemic. (2018, October 12). Retrieved from
https://www.dea.gov/press-releases/2018/10/12/deaacting-administrator-underscores-importance-drugenforcement-efforts
Gary Mayor Testifies on Opioid Crisis in Cities on Capitol
Hill, Implores More Funding Needed
Following Congress' passage of the SUPPORT for
Patients and Communities Act, the National League of
Cities (“NLC”) hosted mayors from diverse communities
across the country to discuss the opioid epidemic and
assistance needed from the federal government. The
briefing, titled “Cities and the Opioid Crisis: A Mayor's
Perspective” was held on Capitol Hill. Mayor Karen
Freeman-Wilson of Gary, Indiana, Mayor Steve Williams
of Huntington, Virginia, and Mayor Madeline Rogero of
Knoxville, Tennessee testified on the ravaging effects of
© 2018 Lumina Analytics, LLC. No claim to original U.S. Government Works or cited materials.

opioids in their communities. Mayor Freeman-Wilson,
who is also the Vice President of the NLC, further
emphasized the need for coordinated efforts from
every level of government to resolve the opioid crisis.

Ortiz, Anna. (2018, October 12). Gary mayor testifies on
opioid crisis in cities on Capitol Hill, implores more
funding
needed.
Retrieved
from
http://kokomoperspective.com/politics/indiana/garymayor-testifies-on-opioid-crisis-in-cities-oncapitol/article_2bfa8f10-23ac-50bc-88a7e8e252851918.html
Madison County Veterans to Benefit from U.S.
Department of Justice Grant
The U.S. Department of Justice (“DOJ”) awarded
$502,058 to Illinois’ Madison County Probation
Department for its Healing Heroes Veterans Drug Court
Enhancement Program. The funds are part of a $320
million nationwide grant announced on October 1 to
combat the opioid crisis. The veterans’ court is a special
diversionary court for offenders who have served in the
military and currently serves around 45 veterans at a
time. The grant will be effective on January 1, 2019 and
will be disbursed over four years.

Madison County veterans to benefit from U.S.
Department of Justice grant. (2018, October 12).
Retrieved
from
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https://www.riverbender.com/articles/details/madison
-county-veterans-to-benefit-from-us-department-ofjustice-grant-31295.cfm
NE Michigan to Benefit Early from New State Aid for
Opioid Crisis
On October 11, Lieutenant Governor, Brian Calley, of
Michigan announced the implementation of the state’s
first Opioid Health Home program. The recovery
program aimed at tackling the opioid epidemic is
available for Medicaid beneficiaries in the northern 21
counties of the Lower Peninsula, including Alpena,
Presque Isle, Montmorency and Alcona counties. The
program coordinates health and social services and has
been approved by the Centers for Medicare and
Medicaid Services.

Goldberg, Julie. (2018, October 12). NE Michigan to
benefit early from new state aid for opioid crisis.
Retrieved
from
http://www.thealpenanews.com/news/localnews/2018/10/ne-michigan-to-benefit-early-from-newstate-aid-for-opioid-crisis/
Rhode Island Hospital, Brown Win Grant to Conduct
Trial of Opioid Addiction Intervention
A new $800,000 grant from the Laura and John Arnold
Foundation will assist researchers from Brown
University and Rhode Island Hospital conduct the first
© 2018 Lumina Analytics, LLC. No claim to original U.S. Government Works or cited materials.

randomized controlled trial of a peer-based recovery
intervention for patients at high risk of overdose. Peer
recovery support specialists, also known as peer
recovery coaches, are individuals who have been in
recovery from substance use disorder for at least two
years and have received specialized training in
addiction support. Brandon Marshall, Associate
Professor of Epidemiology at Brown's School of Public
Health, praised Rhode Island as a national leader in
peer-based approaches to combat the opioid overdose
epidemic.

Rhode
Island
Hospital,
Brown
win grant to
conduct trial of opioid addiction intervention. (2018,
October 13). Retrieved from https://phys.org/wirenews/300862301/rhode-island-hospital-brown-wingrant-to-conduct-trial-of-opioid.html
Opioid Epidemic Resulting in More Women Committing
Crimes
In Michigan, the fight against drug misuse is linked to a
rise in incarcerated women, overpopulated female
correctional facilities, and increased crime. More than
2,000 women are imprisoned at the state’s Women’s
Huron Valley Correctional Facility in Ypsilanti. Chris
Gautz, Director of the Office of Public Information and
Communication for the Michigan Department of
Corrections, commented on this change and attributed
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substance misuse as a major reason for the growing
female population in correctional facilities.

Taylor, Caitlin. (2018, October 14). Opioid epidemic
resulting in more women committing crimes. Retrieved
from
http://www.monroenews.com/news/20181014/opioidepidemic-resulting-in-more-women-committingcrimes
The Opioid Crisis in This Area is real
Strategic Behavioral Health (“SBH”), an organization
based in Memphis, is set to open Creekside Behavioral
Health, a hospital with a 72-bed capacity to care for
children, adolescents, adults, and seniors struggling
with mental health issues and substance use disorders
(“SUDs”). The organization will host an open house to
allow members of the public tour the facility and learn
about its services. According to the Senior Executive
Vice President and Chief Operating Officer of SBH,
Doug Ginn, the tour can eliminate negative perceptions
of mental health treatment. Ginn said that rural regions
are hit harder by the opioid crisis due to the lack of
treatment access.

Hayes, Hank. (2018, October 14). The opioid crisis in this
area
is
real.
Retrieved
from
http://www.timesnews.net/Business/2018/10/14/Theopioid-crisis-in-this-area-is-reaL
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Despite Opioid Crisis, Most Patients Want the Drugs for
Post-Operative Pain
A new report suggests that most patients prefer
receiving the potentially addictive painkillers after
surgery despite the escalating opioid epidemic. The
survey, which included over 500 patients scheduled for
surgery, reveals that more than three-quarters of the
participants expected to receive opioids afterward
surgery. Most also believe opioids will be the most
effective treatment for post-surgical pain. However,
experts said that while opioid prescriptions ease pain
in the short term, they are not the best option for pain
management. Prescription opioids like OxyContin,
Vicodin, and codeine increase the risk of breathing
suppression, overdose, and addiction.

Norton, Amy. (2018, October 15). Despite Opioid Crisis,
Most Patients Want the Drugs for Post-Op Pain.
Retrieved from https://consumer.healthday.com/boneand-joint-information-4/opioids-990/despite-opioidcrisis-most-patients-want-the-drugs-for-post-op-pain738648.html
Pennsylvania Insurers Agree to Eliminate PreAuthorization Requirement for Opioid Medications
The Wolf administration announced that the largest
insurers in Pennsylvania have agreed to waive preauthorization for individuals seeking medications to
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treat opioid dependency. Consequently, OUD patients
who need medications, such as naloxone, naltrexone
and methadone, will not have to wait for authorization
from an insurance company. According to Teresa
Miller, Secretary of the state Department of Human
Services, time is critical for individuals seeking
treatment.

Solomon, Wendy. (2018, October 15). Pa. insurers agree
to eliminate pre-authorization requirement for opioid
meds.
Retrieved
from
http://www.lvb.com/article/20181015/LVB01/1810199
13/pa-insurers-agree-to-eliminate-preauthorizationrequirement-for-opioid-meds
Pilot Program Aims to Lessen Impact of Opioid
Epidemic on Montgomery County Workforce
Business leaders, addiction experts, and state officials
convened for the launch of the Opioid Workplace Safety
pilot program in downtown Dayton, Ohio to lessen the
impact of the opioid crisis on Montgomery County's
workforce and business community. Under the
program, the Ohio Bureau of Workers' Compensation
will donate up to $5 million over two years to help
employers in Montgomery, Ross, and Scioto counties
hire, manage, and retain workers recovering from OUD.
The Montgomery County Board of the Alcohol, Drug
Addiction, and Mental Health Services will further
© 2018 Lumina Analytics, LLC. No claim to original U.S. Government Works or cited materials.

administer the program to reimburse employers for
pre-employment,
drug
testing,
and
training
management-level employees to help manage staff
recovering from substance dependency.

Warwick, Gabi. (2018, October 15). Pilot program aims
to lessen impact of opioid epidemic on Montgomery
County
workforce.
Retrieved
from
https://abc22now.com/news/local/pilot-program-aimsto-lessen-impact-of-opioid-epidemic-on-montgomerycounty-workforce
Understanding the Opioid Epidemic's Economic Toll
A report from Altarum Institute, a Michigan-based
health care research and consulting firm, states the
economic benefit of eliminating opioid overdoses,
opioid-related deaths, and OUD reached $115 billion in
2017, an increase from $95.3 billion in 2016. The total
cost of the epidemic from 2001 to 2017 exceeds $1
trillion. Another $500 billion is expected to be added by
2020. Most of the costs are a result of lost earning and
productivity.

Robeznieks, Andis. (2018, October 15). Understanding
the opioid epidemic’s economic toll. Retrieved from
https://wire.ama-assn.org/deliveringcare/understanding-opioid-epidemic-s-economic-toll
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York County Sheriff's Office Partners with Recovery
Group on Opioid Treatment for Inmates
The York County Sheriff’s Office in Maine is partnering
with a local addiction recovery group to provide MAT,
such as Suboxone, to up to 10 prison inmates suffering
from OUD. The pilot program will be administered by
ENSO Recovery through its outpatient clinic in Sanford.
Timothy Cheney, owner of ENSO Recovery, stated that
the inmates can begin a regimen of MAT before the end
of the year. The program is part of a growing effort to
bring evidence-based recovery methods to jails across
Maine.

Byrne, Matt. (2018, October 15). York County Sheriff’s
Office partners with recovery group on opioid
treatment
for
inmates.
Retrieved
from
https://www.pressherald.com/2018/10/15/yorkcounty-sheriffs-partner-with-recovery-group-onopioid-treatment-for-inmates/
Opioid Epidemic Under Hogan Not ‘Out of Control’
Maryland Governor Larry Hogan’s administration has
invested millions of dollars to connect state resources
to highlight opportunities for data sharing to combat
the opioid crisis. The Governor’s Office of Crime,
Control, and Prevention has funded coordinators to
support stronger communication between health
departments and law enforcement, and invested
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necessary resources to better monitor prescription
practices. Governor Hogan also signed the Overdose
Data Reporting Act, which allows emergency medical
service providers and law enforcement to track
overdoses in real time. Furthermore, the Overdose
Detection Mapping Application Program, a tool
developed at the University of Baltimore, provides key
data to pinpoint intervention efforts to address drug
trafficking organizations and to respond to an increase
in opioid overdoses in a specific area.

Beeson, Jeff. (2018, October 16). Opioid epidemic under
Hogan not 'out of control'. Retrieved from
http://www.baltimoresun.com/news/opinion/readersr
espond/bs-ed-rr-opioids-hogan-letter-20181016story.html
Safety Pilot Program Targets Workers in Opioid
Treatment
On October 15, the Ohio Bureau of Workers'
Compensation (“BWC”) announced a pilot program to
hire, manage, and retain individuals recovering from
OUD. The program, which is also referred to as
“second-chance” employment, will launch in three
counties with up to $5 million of funding disbursed over
two years. In his statement, Dr. Terrence Welsh, BWC’s
Chief Medical Officer, highlighted the gap between
employers in need of workers and recovering opioid
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misusers looking for work. He hopes that the program
will assist businesses become more productive and
support workers in recovery.

Esola, Louise. (2018, October 16). Safety pilot program
targets workers in opioid treatment. Retrieved from
https://www.businessinsurance.com/article/20181016/
NEWS08/912324622/Safety-pilot-program-targetsworkers-in-opioid-treatment
Emergency Rooms and Jails the Focus as Hillsborough
Task Force Takes on Opioid Epidemic
In Hillsborough County, Florida, the Opioid Task Force
is proposing a $13.7 million plan to tackle the opioid
epidemic. The Task Force expects to lower the number
of victims, as well as the high cost of treatment, by
targeting emergency rooms, where overdose patients
arrive, and jails, where inmates with substance use
disorders undergo drug detox. The plan proposes an
education program, expanded addiction treatment,
and more support for recovering opioid misusers while
working to reduce the use of opioid painkillers and
improve availability of Narcan. The program will be
funded in part by the county’s existing half-penny sales
tax for indigent healthcare and the Central Florida
Behavioral Health Network.

O’Donnell, Christopher. (2018, October 17). Emergency
rooms and jails the focus as Hillsborough task force
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takes on opioid epidemic. Retrieved from
http://www.tampabay.com/news/localgovernment/Em
ergency-rooms-and-jails-the-focus-as-Hillsboroughtask-force-takes-on-opioid-epidemic_172703204
Poll: Rural Americans Rattled by Opioid Epidemic; Many
Want Government Help
According to a new poll from the NPR, the Robert Wood
Johnson Foundation, and the Harvard T.H. Chan School
of Public Health, rural Americans are greatly worried
about the opioid crisis and their local economies and
many hope to receive government assistance. Onequarter of rural Americans say substance misuse is the
most significant issue in their communities while about
21 percent state economic concerns as the major
problem.

Kurtzleben, Danielle. (2018, October 17). Poll: Rural
Americans Rattled By Opioid Epidemic; Many Want
Government
Help.
Retrieved
from
https://www.npr.org/2018/10/17/656515170/pollrural-americans-rattled-by-opioid-epidemic-manywant-government-help
Rutgers Combats Opioid Epidemic with New Fellowship
Program
Rutgers New Jersey Medical School has launched a new
Addiction Medicine Fellowship in an effort to fight the
ongoing opioid epidemic. The fellowship is appointed
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by the Accreditation Council for Graduate Medical
Education. Fellowship graduates will be eligible to sit for
the boards in Addiction Medicine exam upon
completing the program. According to a press release,
board-certified physicians will automatically be granted
waiver to prescribe buprenorphine, a medication used
to treat OUDs.

Stiesi, Ryan. (2018, October 17). Rutgers combats opioid
epidemic with new fellowship program. Retrieved from
http://www.dailytargum.com/article/2018/10/rutgerscombats-opioid-epidemic-with-new-fellowshipprogram
Heinrich Releases Resource Guide on Federal Funding
Opportunities to Address the Opioid Crisis
United States Senator, Martin Heinrich of New Mexico,
released a resource guide sampling federal funding
resources available to communities to combat the
opioid epidemic. The guide offers helpful information
and guidance to local governments, tribes, and service
providers. Senator Heinrich also encouraged eligible
grant seekers in New Mexico to contact his office for
assistance in identifying and competing for available
funding opportunities.

Heinrich Releases Resource Guide On Federal Funding
Opportunities To Address The Opioid Crisis. (2018,
October
18).
Retrieved
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from https://www.heinrich.senate.gov/pressreleases/heinrich-releases-resource-guide-on-federalfunding-opportunities-to-address-the-opioid-crisis
Louisiana Launches New Digital Tool to Enhance Fight
Against Opioid Crisis
Louisiana Governor, John Bel Edwards, and the state’s
health chief announced the activation of the Louisiana
Opioid Data and Surveillance System, a new digital tool
to provide detailed data on the opioid crisis and direct
state resources to opioid hotspots. The system
provides comprehensive data on opioid mortality,
emergency room visits for overdoses, hospital
admissions, and the number of opioid prescriptions.
Governor Edwards stated that the opioid epidemic in
Louisiana is more serious than a lot of people
understand. He believes having a more precise picture
of the opioid epidemic will help the state garner more
federal assistance.

Wilson, Sabrina. (2018, October 18). Louisiana launches
new digital tool to enhance fight against opioid crisis.
Retrieved
from
http://www.fox8live.com/2018/10/18/louisianalaunches-new-digital-tool-enhance-fight-againstopioid-crisis/
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Mayor Kenney Unveils Plan to Address Opioid Crisis
On October 18, Philadelphia Mayor, Jim Kenney,
unveiled the Philadelphia Resilience Project, the city’s
plan to tackle the opioid epidemic. The mayor’s
executive order comprises of seven mission areas,
including clearing major encampments; reducing
criminal activity, the unsheltered population, trash, and
overdoses; increasing treatment; and rallying
community response to assist in these efforts. The
announcement follows two weeks of planning, during
which representatives from nearly three dozen city
agencies, departments, and offices assembled a series
of immediate, short-term, and long-term milestones to
reach each mission area.

Maas, David. (2018, October 19). Mayor Kenney
unveils plan to
address opioid crisis.
Retrieved
from http://aldianews.com/articles/politics/state-andlocal/mayor-kenney-unveils-plan-address-opioidcrisis/54217
USDA to Host Roundtable on Opioid Crisis Prevention
in Nebraska
The USDA will host Nebraska state senators and other
community leaders in a roundtable discussion on ways
to combat the growing opioid crisis. The meeting will
focus on addiction prevention, treatment, and legal
concerns. Vicki Schurman, the Public Information
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Officer for rural development with the USDA, said that
the roundtable discussion is aimed at high-risk rural
communities. Schurman added that solutions and
plans would be presented by state senators and
community leaders at the roundtable.

Roper, Willem. (2018, October 19). USDA To Host
Roundtable On Opioid Crisis Prevention In Nebraska.
Retrieved
from http://netnebraska.org/article/news/1149722/us
da-host-roundtable-opioid-crisis-prevention-nebraska
Baltimore Group Asks Residents to 'Drop off Drugs' to
Combat Opioid Crisis
After witnessing a record number of opioid-related
deaths in Maryland last year and a rise in opioid
overdoses in the first six months of 2018, a Baptist
church in Baltimore, Maryland, hosted an event to
encourage Baltimore residents to drop off their drugs.
The goal of the drop off event hosted by Operation
Pulse at Zion Baptist Church was to combat the opioid
epidemic. Baltimore residents were invited to drop off
prescription drugs and opioids from their medicine
cabinets. Residents received pamphlets with
information on safely disposing of unwanted drugs.
Operation Pulse plans to host more drug drop off
events throughout the community.
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Baltimore Group Ask Residents To ‘Drop Off Drugs’ To
Combat Opioid Crisis. (2018, October 20). Retrieved
from https://baltimore.cbslocal.com/2018/10/20/dropof-drugs-baltimore-organization-hosts-event-tocombat-opioid-epidemic/
Kellyanne Conway Ties the Opioid Epidemic to Border
Security
As opioid overdoses continue to plague many American
communities,
Kellyanne
Conway,
counselor
to President Donald Trump, stated that securing the
U.S. border could provide some relief. She said that the
president is focused on ending the drug supply and
demand crisis. According to Conway, fentanyl drugs
manufactured in China enter the country through the
southern border. She further emphasized that securing
that border is not merely an issue of illegal immigration,
but a nationwide concern.

Dibble, Madison. (2018, October 20). As Opioid Deaths
Continue to Rise, Kellyanne Conway Explains Why
Securing the Border Could Combat the Epidemic.
Retrieved from https://ijr.com/conway-border-securityopioid-epidemic/
Idaho Spends Opioid Funding on Treatment
Idaho spent a majority of its share of federal funding
intended to fight the nation’s opioid crisis on treatment.
The state was awarded $2 million under the 21st
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Century Cures Act grant program. Currently, $1.2
million have been allocated to treatment and about
$500,000 to recovery services. Furthermore, Idaho has
spent approximately $156,000 on prevention and
roughly $30,000 on administration. Earlier, the state
was awarded an additional federal grant worth $8.4 to
increase access to MAT, reduce unmet treatment
needs, and lower opioid overdose-related deaths.
About half of the amount will support 15 community
health centers, academic institutions, and rural
organizations.

Here’s how Idaho spends most of its federal grant
money to fight the opioid crisis. (2018, October 22).
Retrieved
from https://www.idahostatesman.com/news/northwe
st/idaho/article220464840.html
Ohio Moved Fast to Use Federal Grant Money for
Opioid Epidemic
Ohio quickly utilized its federal grant from Congress for
the opioid epidemic. The funding is part of the twoyear, nearly $1 billion 21st Century Cures Act grant
program. Ohio received $26 million for each of the two
years. State officials spent $19 million, which is about
73 percent of the money it received last year. According
to the Ohio Mental Health and Addiction Services
agency, the state used the Cures Act grants to fill gaps
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in the state’s response to the epidemic not covered by
Medicaid expansion. Ohio has added quick response
teams to connect survivors of opioid overdoses to
treatment programs; expanded the “PAX Good
Behavior Game,” an anti-drug misuse curriculum for
schoolchildren; and funded programs to train doctors,
nurse practitioners, and physician assistants on how to
use MAT to treat addiction.

Welsh-Huggins, Andrew. (2018, October 22). Ohio
moved fast to use federal grant money for opioid
epidemic.
Retrieved
from http://www.tribtoday.com/news/localnews/2018/10/ohio-moved-fast-to-use-federal-grantmoney-for-opioid-epidemic/
Feds Will Aid Infants and Mothers Affected by the
Opioid Epidemic
The U.S. HHS Secretary, Alex Azar, said that the Trump
administration is increasing aid for infants and mothers
affected by the opioid epidemic. According to Azar, HHS
will partner with states to offer treatment services to
mothers with substance use disorders and the
increasing number of infants born dependent on drugs.
He further stated that HHS’s Center for Medicare and
Medicaid Innovation will launch its first program to
address the effects of the epidemic on mothers and
infants.
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Bernstein, Lenny. (2018, October 23). Feds will aid
infants and mothers affected by the opioid epidemic.
Retrieved
from https://www.washingtonpost.com/national/healt
h-science/hhs-will-aid-infants-and-mothers-affectedby-the-opioid-epidemic/2018/10/23/11a80158-d6db11e8-aeb7ddcad4a0a54e_story.html?noredirect=on&utm_term=.
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What's New in Aging: Grandparenting Help in Wake of
Opioid Epidemic
On October 23, Pennsylvania Governor, Tom Wolf,
signed two pieces of legislation into law. The new law
offers to help grandparents raising their grandchildren
due to parents’ drug misuse. The measures sprung
from increasing pressure placed on grandparents as a
result of the opioid epidemic. According to the
governor’s office, an estimated 76,000 grandparents
are caring for more than 83,800 grandchildren in the
state. One of the bills passed recently by the state
grants temporary guardianship in 90-day increments to
grandparents or other family members when children’s
parents are unable to care for them. The 90-day
increments can be renewed for up to one year in an
effort to keep more children with other family
members rather than putting them into the foster care
system. The second bill establishes the Kinship
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Caregiver Navigator Program, which provides a website
and a hotline for grandparents and other family
members to learn about services available to help
them. Pennsylvania received a $479,307 federal grant
to develop the navigator program.

communities from custody; and increase transparency
of interactions between prescribers and drug
manufacturers. The legislation is an important step in
turning the tide on the opioid crisis and reducing
overdose deaths.

Rotstein, Gary. (2018, October 23). What's New in Aging:
Grandparenting help in wake of opioid epidemic.
Retrieved
from http://www.postgazette.com/news/agingedge/2018/10/23/Pennsylvania-grandparents-opioidepidemic-legislation-Wolf-bill-signings-kinshipnavigator/stories/201810230134

Coukell, Allan. (2018, October 24). President Trump
Signs Bipartisan Bill to Fight Opioid Crisis. Retrieved
from https://www.pewtrusts.org/en/research-andanalysis/articles/2018/10/24/president-trump-signsbipartisan-bill-to-fight-opioid-crisis

President Trump Signs Bipartisan Bill to Fight Opioid
Crisis
On October 24, President Donald Trump signed the
SUPPORT for Patients and Communities Act to address
the nation’s growing opioid crisis. The bipartisan
legislation contains multiple provisions that will expand
and ensure access to evidence-based treatment for
OUDs. The legislation also improves coordinated care
and facilitates access to appropriate treatment based
on patients’ needs. Furthermore, the Act will ensure
Medicare coverage of methadone for OUD; expand the
ability to prescribe buprenorphine; increase access to
inpatient treatment through Medicaid reforms;
improve support for those re-entering their
© 2018 Lumina Analytics, LLC. No claim to original U.S. Government Works or cited materials.

State Launches New Website to Help Fight Opioid
Epidemic
The State of Michigan has launched a new website of
resources for patients suffering from opioid addiction.
Prior to the launch, information surrounding resources
was scattered among various state agencies.
Lieutenant Governor, Brian Calley, stated that the goal
is to make life-saving information easily accessible. The
new website includes maps showing licensed
treatment centers and medication take-back centers. It
also contains information about the Michigan State
Police's Angel Program, which allows drug misusers to
seek help at any Michigan State Police station without
fear of criminal prosecution. The new website further
lists the names and locations of pharmacies that
dispense naloxone.
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Gordan, Virginia. (2018, October 24). State
launches new website to help fight opioid epidemic.
Retrieved
from http://www.michiganradio.org/post/statelaunches-new-website-help-fight-opioid-epidemic
Here's How Companies like CVS, Amazon, and Cigna
Are Taking up the Banner to End the Opioid Crisis
Following the recent bipartisan opioid bill signed into
law by President Trump, large companies, including
Amazon, Walmart, and CVS Health, have committed to
new efforts to fight the opioid epidemic. Amazon is
attempting to help first responders access medical
records more efficiently, and has programmed its Alexa
smart home assistant system to answer questions
about opioids and addiction. CVS Health will be
installing 1,100 additional permanent medical disposal
sites and distributing information about opioid misuse
prevention to 250,000 students and parents by the end
of 2019. Walmart will continue to limit acute opioid
prescriptions to a seven-day supply, use technology to
block fake prescriptions, and require E-Prescriptions
for all scheduled drugs by 2020. Several other
companies including Walgreens, Google, Cigna, Rite
Aid, and Blue Cross Blue Shield (“BCBS”) have also
pledged their support to fight the opioid epidemic.
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Truong, Kevin. (2018, October 25). Here’s how
companies like CVS, Amazon and Cigna are taking up
the banner to end the opioid crisis. Retrieved from
https://medcitynews.com/2018/10/heres-howcompanies-like-cvs-amazon-and-cigna-are-taking-upthe-banner-toOpioid Treatment Programs Running Below Capacity in
Monroe County
More treatment options for SUD are opening in Monroe
County, New York. However, even as the number of
treatment options for OUD has increased, medical
officials are concerned that patients who need
treatment are unaware of its availability. Although local
news reports have often cited a total of 25 inpatient
detox beds in all of Monroe County, Dr. Michael
Mendoza, the county’s Public Health Commissioner,
stated that the number is misleading. Dr. Mendoza and
other mental health professionals said that focusing on
the number can discourage people from seeking
treatment.

Dahlberg, Brett. (2018, October 25). Opioid treatment
programs running below capacity in Monroe County.
Retrieved from http://www.wxxinews.org/post/opioidtreatment-programs-running-below-capacity-monroecounty
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Texas Doctors Seek More Opioid Addiction Treatment
Options Under Medicaid
Texas doctors are asking for more opioid addiction
treatment options under Medicaid. The Drug Utilization
Review Board of the State of Texas is taking public
comments on expanding Medicaid’s preferred drug list
to include additional MATs for opioid addiction besides
Suboxone. Medicaid currently only permits doctors to
prescribe Suboxone. However, some patients suffer
side effects from the medication. Dr. Nidal
Moukaddam, a Baylor College of Medicine Psychiatrist
based at Ben Taub Hospital in Houston, said if a big
provider like Medicaid would expand medication
options and long-acting injectable, doctors would be
able to customize treatment for patients with different
needs.

Evans, Marissa. (2018, October 25). Texas doctors seek
more opioid addiction treatment options under
Medicaid.
Retrieved
from
https://www.texastribune.org/2018/10/25/texasdoctors-seek-more-opioid-addiction-treatmentoptions-under-medic/
Emergency Rules Signed to Understand Opioid
Epidemic in Michigan
Michigan Lieutenant Governor, Brian Calley, signed
emergency rules to better understand the impact of the
© 2018 Lumina Analytics, LLC. No claim to original U.S. Government Works or cited materials.

opioid epidemic on Michiganders. The rules would
require health professionals and facilities to report
overdoses and deaths to the Michigan Department of
Health and Human Services (“MDHHS”). According to
Governor Calley, the new rules will facilitate more
accurate records for MDHHS and better track the toll of
the epidemic. Currently, the agency lacks timely and
accurate information on overdoses, preventing the
state to track the epidemic for investigating increases
in deaths and targeting programs and interventions to
high-risk areas. With the new rules, overdoses must be
reported within five days of the MDHHS requesting the
data.

Mahieu, Devon. (2018, October 27). Emergency rules
signed to understand opioid epidemic in Michigan.
Retrieved
from
https://upnorthlive.com/news/local/emergency-rulessigned-to-understand-opioid-epidemic-in-michigan
Experts: Opioid Crisis Puts Strain on Virginia Foster Care
System
The opioid crisis is putting a strain on the Virginia foster
care system. Experts said that more children are put
into foster care as a result of their parents' substance
addiction. According to the Virginia Department of
Social Services, in 2010, 19 percent of new entries into
the foster care system was a result of parental drug
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misuse. The metric has gradually increased to 30
percent by 2017. As of January 1, 2017, there were 5,228
children receiving foster care services in Virginia and of
these, 2,702 were male and 2,526 were female. Experts
reported that 39.3 percent of these children were
between ages 13 to 18. Furthermore, there were 1,543
infants born dependent on a substance in the state in
2017, compared to 308 in 2000.

Kavanagh, Margaret. (2018, October 27). Experts:
Opioid crisis puts strain on Virginia foster care system.
Retrieved from https://wtkr.com/2018/10/27/expertsopioid-crisis-puts-strain-on-virginia-foster-caresystem/
Pharmaceutical Giant Joins Fights Against Opioid
Epidemic with Free Overdose Reversal Kits
Maryland-based
biopharmaceutical
company,
Emergent BioSolutions, joined the fight against the
opioid epidemic. The company develops vaccines and
antibody therapeutics for infectious diseases, oncology,
and autoimmune disorders. The organization recently
acquired Adapt Pharma, the company that
manufactures Narcan, an FDA-approved nasal spray
with anti-opioid properties especially useful in
overdoses. The company will give away free Narcan kits
to all 16,568 public libraries and 2,700 YMCAs across
the country. Emergent BioSolutions has also
© 2018 Lumina Analytics, LLC. No claim to original U.S. Government Works or cited materials.

committed to distribute the kits to all United States high
schools, colleges, and universities.

Lugris, Mark. (2018, October 27). United States Takes
Massive Step To Save Lives From Overdose With Free
OD
Reversal
Kits.
Retrieved
from
https://www.thethings.com/united-states-takesmassive-step-save-lives-overdose-free-od-reversalkits/
Researchers Should Make Opioid Alternatives a Priority
In an effort to end opioid addiction, researchers from
Indiana University are focusing on prioritizing harm
reduction, removing legal barriers, and improving
treatment services. Researchers conducted studies on
treatments for OUD and alternatives to opioids.
Although they reduce pain, prescription opioids
generate a particularly intense dopamine reward cycle
in the brain, requiring higher dosages to continue
providing pain relief. When patients misuse their
prescriptions, they can become dependent and risk
overdosing. Even when patients attempt to discontinue
the drugs, the withdrawal symptoms can be lifethreatening if untreated. Therefore, it is sensible to
search for an alternative solution, with fewer or no side
effects. According to the researchers, an option would
be to switch off pain directly through a little nerve
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receptor called NaV1.7, which is involved in the firing of
pain nerve cells, rather than masking pain with drugs.

EDITORIAL: Researchers should make opioid
alternatives a priority. (2018, October 28). Retrieved
from https://www.idsnews.com/article/2018/10/editori
alopioid101518
Report Recounts Cross-Border Roundtable on
Strategies to Combat Opioid Crisis
A report summarizing the outcomes of the CanadaUnited States roundtable on strategies to combat the
opioid crisis was released by the Cross-Border Health
Foundation, World Health Innovation Network, and
Council of the Great Lakes Region. The roundtable,
which included 100 representatives of government, the
health sector, civil society, academia, and industry in
Washington, D.C exchanged ways to address
problematic opioid use through prevention, treatment,
and recovery. The discussion also identified
opportunities for collaboration between both
countries, such as surveillance, research, training, and
standards. Canadian ambassador to the United States,
David McNaughton, said that the Canadian-American
connection is not limited to cross-border commerce,
but their communities also rely on each other for
security and stability. The report documents the shift
from addressing the opioid crisis in favor of
© 2018 Lumina Analytics, LLC. No claim to original U.S. Government Works or cited materials.

coordination among public health, public safety, and
social services, to ensure people with OUD can
progress to recovery.

Report recounts cross-border roundtable on strategies
to combat opioid crisis. (2018, October 29). Retrieved
from http://www.uwindsor.ca/dailynews/2018-1026/report-recounts-cross-border-roundtablestrategies-combat-opioid-crisis
Survey: How Hospital Leaders Are Responding to the
Opioid Crisis
According to a recent survey from health consulting
group Vizient Incorporated, hospitals are forced to
reallocate resources to respond to the opioid epidemic.
About 30 percent of 90 hospital and health system
leaders reported that the increased volume of opioidrelated hospital admissions caused longer wait times
for all other patients. Two in three health system
leaders confirmed increased investment in opioid
medication management in 2017 and nearly 30 percent
stated that resources had been diverted from other
areas of their facility to address the opioid epidemic.
Furthermore, about one in five health system leaders
said that the opioid epidemic had a limited impact on
their overall ability to serve patients. However, Jim
Lichauer, the Project Manager of Performance
Improvement Collaboratives and Advisory for Vizient,
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stated that the hospital-implemented process changes
are beginning to produce positive results.

available to the public. It can be accessed on USDA’s
Rural Opioid Misuse Webpage.

Reed, Tina. (2018, October 29). Survey: How hospital
leaders are responding to the opioid crisis. Retrieved
from https://www.fiercehealthcare.com/hospitalshealth-systems/survey-hospitals-response-to-opioidcrisis

USDA, ONDCP unveil tool to help rural communities
address the opioid epidemic. (2018, October 30).
Retrieved
from http://www.hpj.com/ag_news/usdaondcp-unveil-tool-to-help-rural-communities-addressthe/article_3e532578-dc8c-11e8-b9fc972ce409e168.html

USDA, ONDCP Unveil Tool to Help Rural Communities
Address the Opioid Epidemic
ONDCP Deputy Director, Jim Carroll, and USDA
Assistant to the Secretary for Rural Development, Anne
Hazlett, unveiled the Rural Resource Guide to Help
Communities Address Substance Use Disorder and
Opioid Misuse. The guide is a listing of federal
programs useful for building resilient communities and
addressing opioid misuse in rural areas. ONDCP and
USDA collaborated to create a unique guide to help
rural communities find federal resources for fighting
the opioid epidemic. The Rural Resource Guide to Help
Communities Address Substance Use Disorder and
Opioid Misuse was developed by the Rural Opioid
Federal Interagency Working Group. In October, USDA
launched the Community Assessment Tool, an
interactive database to help community leaders assess
information about the opioid epidemic in their region.
USDA’s Community Opioid Misuse Toolbox is free and
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Maine Health Organizations Receive Funding for Opioid
Addiction Treatment in Rural Counties
Two health organizations in Maine will receive a USDA
grant to provide opioid addiction treatment for patients
in rural areas and fund recovery training for
professionals. According to the USDA Rural
Development State Director, Tim Hobbs, Maine Rural
Health Collaborative will receive $480,000 to establish
a telemedicine system connecting providers in
Aroostook, Hancock, Penobscot, and Washington
counties with drug treatment specialists in Maine and
New Hampshire. The funds are part of a $37 million
USDA package designed to address opioid misuse
through telemedicine.

Mitchell, Jennifer. (2018, October 31). Maine Health
Organizations Receive Funding For Opioid-Addiction
Treatment In Rural Counties. Retrieved from
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Program Helping Families Impacted by Opioid Crisis
Expands to 17 New Counties in Ohio
The Ohio Sobriety, Treatment, and Reducing Trauma
(“START”) program, which helps families impacted by
the opioid crisis, is now available to residents in 34 Ohio
counties after a 17-county expansion. The START
program assists parents battling with opioid addiction
and helps keep families affected by the opioid epidemic
together using behavioral health treatment and mentor
support. The counties included in the expansion are
Ashtabula, Butler, Carroll, Delaware, Erie, Hardin,
Lorain, Mercer, Morrow, Muskingum, Ottawa, Richland,
Seneca, Stark, Summit, Trumbull, and Washington.
Ohio Attorney General, Mike DeWine, and Ohio
Department of Mental Health and Addiction Services
Director, Mark Hurst, stated that the expansion is made
possible by a $3 million federal grant.

Anderson, Chris. (2018, October 31). Program helping
families impacted by opioid crisis expands to 17 new
counties
in
Ohio.
Retrieved
from http://www.cleveland19.com/2018/10/31/progra
m-helping-families-impacted-by-opioid-crisis-expandsnew-counties-ohio/
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COAT Received $1.5 Million in Grants to Fight Opioid
Epidemic
Ohio Public Health officials announced that the DOJ
awarded more than $1 million in grants to the
Community Overdose Action Team (“COAT”) to help
fight the opioid epidemic. The COAT was formed in
2016 to reduce the number of deadly overdoses. The
funds will be used to coordinate data sharing and
support city outreach programs. Barbara Marsh,
Assistant to the Health Commissioner at Public Health
– Dayton and Montgomery County, praised the county’s
efforts and coordinated response to address the opioid
epidemic.

Schaefer, Christina. (2018, November 1). COAT received
$1.5 million in grants to fight opioid epidemic.
Retrieved
from https://abc22now.com/news/local/coat-received15-million-in-grants-to-fight-opioid-epidemic
Federal Grant to 'Telehealth Network' Will Help Combat
Opioid Epidemic
United States Representatives Rodney Davis, RTaylorville, and Darin LaHood, R-Peoria, announced a
federal grant of $429,000 to the Illinois Telehealth
Network to combat the opioid epidemic. The grant will
cover telemedicine equipment and facilitate access to
both emergency care and outpatient treatment for

35

patients with opioid addiction in parts of downstate
Illinois.

Olsen, Dean. (2018, November 1). Federal grant to
‘telehealth network’ will help combat opioid epidemic.
Retrieved
from
http://www.sjr.com/news/20181101/federal-grant-to-telehealthnetwork-will-help-combat-opioid-epidemic
Virginia Receives CDC Grants to Continue Fight Against
Opioid Epidemic
The state of Virginia received $4.9 million from the CDC
to support its fight against the opioid epidemic. The
grants will be used by the Virginia Department of
Health and the Department of Forensic Science. Efforts
will include incident management for early crisis
response, recovery, surveillance data collection, surge
management and countermeasures, and mitigation.

Virginia Receives CDC Grants To Continue Fight Against
Opioid Epidemic. (2018, November 1). Retrieved from
http://www.wboc.com/story/39400814/virginiareceives-cdc-grants-to-continue-fight-against-opioidepidemic
FDA Approves Powerful Opioid Despite Fears of More
Overdose Deaths
The FDA has approved a new opioid medication that is
five to ten times more potent than fentanyl. The FDA
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authorized the use of the opioid in health-care settings,
despite criticism that the drug would be diverted to
illicit use and cause more overdose deaths. According
to critics and the head of the FDA’s advisory committee
on painkillers, the medication is likely to worsen the
nation’s drug crisis. FDA Commissioner, Scott Gottlieb,
issued a statement saying he would seek more
authority for the agency to consider turning down
future applications for new opioid approvals.

Bernstein, Lenny. (2018, November 2). FDA approves
powerful opioid despite fears of more overdose deaths.
Retrieved
from
https://www.washingtonpost.com/national/healthscience/fda-approves-a-powerful-newopioid/2018/11/02/88cd27e6-deaf-11e8-85df7a6b4d25cfbb_story.html
Feds Say Heroin, Fentanyl Remain Biggest Drug Threat
to U.S.
The U.S. DEA’s National Drug Threat Assessment
reveals that heroin, fentanyl, and other opioids remain
the biggest drug threat in the nation. According to the
DEA, China is a main source of the fentanyl and
synthetic opioids in the United States market. Recently,
President Trump signed a legislation to expand
treatment options and require the U.S. Postal Service to
screen overseas packages for fentanyl. The DEA is also
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concerned that people are exploiting marijuana
legalization to traffic cannabis into the illicit market or
to states without marijuana laws.

Balsamo, Michael. (2018, November 2). Feds say heroin,
fentanyl remain biggest drug threat to US. Retrieved
from
http://bangordailynews.com/2018/11/02/news/nation/
feds-say-heroin-fentanyl-remain-biggest-drug-threatto-us/
Policy Changes Helping Officers Deal with the Opioid
Crisis
In Tucson, Arizona, new policies are helping officers
address the opioid crisis. Police officers are now
required to carry naloxone. The Good Samaritan law
also provides immunity from arrest, charge, or
prosecution for possession of certain controlled
substances when an individual experiences an opioidrelated overdose or seeks medical attention. Tucson
Police Chief, Chris Magnus, said members of the
community no longer fear prosecution for reporting
overdoses. Under the policy, individuals experiencing
an opioid-related overdose will enter treatment or
therapy, instead of being prosecuted with jail time.
According to Magnus, sending people to jail for
substance misuse does not resolve the issue.

© 2018 Lumina Analytics, LLC. No claim to original U.S. Government Works or cited materials.

Foster, Bud. (2018, November 2). TPD: Policy changes
helping officers deal with the opioid crisis. Retrieved
from
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RxNT Applauds Passage of Law to Combat Opioid Crisis
President Trump signed the SUPPORT for Patients and
Communities Act (H.R. 6) into law to combat the opioid
epidemic. The legislation authorizes the CDC grants for
each state to improve prescription drug monitoring
programs, which use electronic databases to identify
suspicious prescribing practice, collect public health
information, and enhance data sharing between states.
Randy Boldyga, CEO and Founder of RxNT and a leader
in healthcare technology solutions, stated that
electronic prescribing will help save lives and reduce
fraud observed with paper prescriptions for controlled
substances. RxNT offers electronic prescribing,
electronic health record, and management solutions at
an affordable cost to assist healthcare providers
improve the quality of care. The company will soon
include additional features in its electronic prescribing
solution to better identify and prevent addictionrelated prescription fraud.

RxNT Applauds Passage of Law to Combat Opioid Crisis.
(2018,
November
3).
Retrieved
from
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Area Efforts to Curb Opioid Use Get a Boost from
Disposal Bag Donors
The Summit County Community Partnership, a
coalition of local agencies, has distributed 14,000
disposal bags for old or leftover prescriptions to
addiction-fighting organizations in Summit County and
surrounding counties in Ohio. Roughly 70,000 disposal
system bags have been distributed for free in the
region over the past two years. Summit County Health
Commissioner, Donna Skoda, said that chemicals in the
bag break down the medications into harmless
substances when water is added.

Rudell, Tim. (2018, November 4). Area Efforts to Curb
Opioid Use Get a Boost from Disposal Bag Donors.
Retrieved from http://www.wksu.org/post/area-effortscurb-opioid-use-get-boost-disposal-bagdonors#stream/0
Reports: Opioids, Tobacco Caused 14 Thousand
Indiana deaths in 2017
Indianapolis-based Richard M. Fairbanks Foundation
recently released two reports stating that opioids and
tobacco addiction claimed the lives of 14,200 Indiana
residents in 2017. This cost the state $12.6 billion in
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health care expenses, lost productivity, and other
economic damages. The reports recommend that
Indiana raise the state's cigarette tax by $2 a pack and
increase the legal smoking age to 21. In the reports, the
foundation, which provides grants to improve Hoosiers'
well-being through education and treatment for
tobacco and opioid addiction, also recommends
expanding access to syringe exchanges and safe
disposal sites.

Reports: Opioids, tobacco caused 14K Indiana deaths in
2017. (2018, November 4). Retrieved from
https://www.charlotteobserver.com/news/article22111
0200.html
How the Opioid Crisis Affects Children and Pregnant
Women - NorthStar Pain Management and Physical
Therapy Sheds Light Through Partnership
Tennessee-based NorthStar Pain Management and
Physical Therapy partnered with an organization called
We Care to address the nationwide opioid crisis. We
Care introduced NorthStar Pain Management and
Physical Therapy to several groups, including 180
Health Partners and the Child Advocacy Center. The
Child Advocacy Center works to raise awareness of
child abuse, including the use of pain medication by
expecting mothers. To prevent unborn infants from
developing opioid dependency, 180 Health Partners

38

serves as a resource for women who have been on a
pain management regimen.

the new initiative is to enhance support provided to
individuals suffering from opioid addiction.

Stewart, Angie. (2018, November 5). How the opioid
crisis affects children & pregnant women — NorthStar
Pain Management and Physical Therapy sheds light
through
partnership.
Retrieved
from https://www.beckersasc.com/anesthesia/howthe-opioid-crisis-affects-children-pregnant-womennorthstar-pain-management-and-physical-therapysheds-light-through-partnership.html

Moore, Merrilee., & Caviness, Katie. (2018, November
6). Former addicts part of program to help
fight opioid issue in Onslow County. Retrieved
from https://wcti12.com/news/local/former-addictspart-of-program-to-help-fight-opioid-issue-in-onslowcounty

Former Patients Part of Program to Help Fight Opioid
Issue in Onslow County
Former patients with OUD are part of a program to help
fight the opioid epidemic in Onslow County, North
Carolina. CDC has awarded the Onslow County Health
Department a $95,000 grant to combat the opioid crisis
in eastern North Carolina. The funds will provide new
resources to the Quick Response Team, a collaboration
among community departments and organizations.
The team includes Onslow County Emergency Medical
Services, Jacksonville Public Safety, Onslow County
Sheriff's Office, and more. The grant will be used to hire
two peer support specialists to work with paramedics
in Onslow County. Both positions are open to former
OUD patients who have been in recovery for more than
six years and are certified to counsel others. The aim of
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In Opioid Crisis, the Focus on West Side Turns to
Disposal
The recently formed Illinois Rx Abuse Leadership
Initiative officially launched the first program to combat
opioid addiction and its effects on Chicago's West Side.
The initiative is in partnership with the Community AntiDrug Coalitions of America, a national nonprofit formed
to combat heroin addiction in the 1980s. The
organizations joining RALI will distribute 50,000 Deterra
pouches, which neutralize prescription drugs, allowing
residents to safely discard them in any regular garbage
bin. The organizations will also create awareness on
other methods to safely dispose medications.

Studenkov, Igor. (2018, November 6). In opioid crisis,
the focus on West Side turns to disposal. Retrieved
from http://www.austinweeklynews.com/News/Article
s/11-6-2018/In-opioid-crisis,-the-focus-on-West-Sideturns-to-disposal-/
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Miami Partners with Butler County to Research the
Opioid Crisis
Miami University in Ohio is partnering with the Butler
County Mental Health and Addiction Recovery Services
Board (“BCMHARS”) to research the opioid crisis in
southwest Ohio. In October, Butler County, along with
Hamilton and Warren counties, received a collective
$2.1 million grant from the Comprehensive Addiction &
Recovery Act, signed into law in 2016. Miami’s research
partnership with BCMHARS aims to develop training for
first responders, victim service providers, and child
protective service providers. The training will focus on
meeting the needs of children found at the scenes of
drug overdoses and those impacted by drug misuse.

Deeter, Ben. (2018, November 6). Miami Partners With
Butler County To Research The Opioid Crisis. Retrieved
from http://miamistudent.net/miami-partners-withbutler-county-to-research-the-opioid-crisis/
Pennsylvania Orthopedic Society Supports Ending
Prescription Pads to Curb Opioid Epidemic: Three
Takeaways
The Pennsylvania Orthopedic Society is in favor of a
state law that would prohibit paper opioid
prescriptions. Governor Tom Wolf is expected to
sign Act 96, which requires opioid prescriptions to be
sent directly from a physician's office to a pharmacy,
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eliminating paper prescriptions and prescription pads.
The bill is designed to prevent drug diversion and
combat the opioid epidemic. Recently, eight individuals
were arrested for making illegal paper prescriptions in
Pennsylvania, totaling more than 60,000 illegally
diverted opioid prescriptions.

Garrity, Mackenzie. (2018, November 6). Pennsylvania
Orthopaedic Society supports ending prescription pads
to curb opioid epidemic: 3 takeaways. Retrieved
from https://www.beckersspine.com/orthopedicspine-practices-improving-profits/item/43400pennsylvania-orthopaedic-society-supports-endingprescription-pads-to-curb-opioid-epidemic-3takeaways.html
BCBS of Alabama to Drop Coverage for OxyContin
Opioid medication, OxyContin, will be removed from
Alabama’s BCBS preferred drug list. The organization
stated commercial members will see other drugs
covered instead of OxyContin, including Roxybond, an
instant release oxycondone formulation, and
Lucemyra, the first non-opioid medication used to treat
symptoms of opioid withdrawal. BCBS also decided to
drop its coverage of generic oxycodone. Various longacting opioid alternatives, such as morphine, tramadol,
fentanyl, and methadone, are available to affected
members.
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Haefner, Morgan. (2018, November 7). BCBS of
Alabama to drop coverage for OxyContin. Retrieved
from
https://www.beckershospitalreview.com/opioids/bcbsof-alabama-to-drop-coverage-for-oxycontin.html
Generex Addresses the Opioid Crisis; Provides Proven,
Non-Opioid Pain Management Solutions
NuGenerex Distribution Solutions (“NDS”), an affiliate of
Generex Biotechnology Corporation, addresses the
opioid crisis by providing physicians and patients with
a broad line of non-opioid, non-addictive topical
analgesic pain-relieving formulations. According to
Terry Thompson, Generex’ Chief Operating Officer
(“COO”), the company’s success lies in addressing
important, yet unmet, medical needs through
innovative solutions. He also noted that its network of
pharmacies has helped thousands of patients battle
opioid addiction and achieve post-operative pain
control. NDS models help mitigate physicians’ overall
liability and risk involved in improving patient
outcomes. According to NDS’s COO, Moky Cheung,
physicians no longer have to be concerned about
patients following proper dosage schedule or selling
their medication on the black market. NDS's
transparent reporting system help physicians monitor
patients’ medication use. Generex is planning to
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expand their non-opioid pain management program to
more than 20 states in 2019.

Generex Addresses the Opioid Crisis; Provides Proven,
Non-Opioid Pain Management Solutions. (2018,
November
7).
Retrieved
from
https://business.financialpost.com/pmn/pressreleases-pmn/business-wire-news-releasespmn/generex-addresses-the-opioid-crisis-providesproven-non-opioid-pain-management-solutions
Heroin Overdoses Surged Following OxyContin
Reformulation
Kensington, Philadelphia is a hub for heroin dealers
and users. After receiving numerous complaints from
its residents, the city evicted and resettled a number of
homeless drug users. Though most towns in the United
States are facing problems with heroin overdose,
Kensington has suffered the most. The November issue
of American Economic Journal: Economic Policy
identifies the reformulation of OxyContin as the main
driver for the rise in heroin overdoses. During the
1990s, doctors liberally prescribed opioids, leading to
dependency and misuse. Misuse of OxyContin reduced
by 40 percent after its reformulation in 2010, and as a
result, heroin overdoses increased. Researchers have
correlated that states with high OxyContin misuse prior
to the reformulation had high heroin overdoses after
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the reformulation and vice versa. Studies indicate the
increase in heroin-related fatalities has been attributed
to a shift from OxyContin to heroin.

addition, schools need a strong network of counselors,
social workers, and medical professionals and educate
students about opioid addiction.

Smith, Tyler. (2018, November 7). Heroin overdoses
surged following Oxycontin reformulation. Retrieved
from
https://journalistsresource.org/studies/society/publichealth/heroin-overdoses-oxycontin-reformulation

Harper Amelia. (2018, November 7). Student survival
becomes priority for educators in opioid crisis
response.
Retrieved
from
https://www.educationdive.com/news/studentsurvival-becomes-priority-for-educators-in-opioidcrisis-response/541617/

Student Survival Becomes Priority for Educators in
Opioid Crisis Response
Schools in the United States are facing an increasing
number of challenges presented by the opioid crisis. A
report released by the University of South Florida
indicated an increasing number of students are
affected by neonatal abstinence syndrome. Students
who were born dependent to substances suffer from
affected mental, physical, emotional, and behavioral
health. According to the report, family life is also
affected when students were raised by relatives, such
as grandparents, or were left in foster care. The report
pointed out the correlation between increased opioid
prescriptions and increased child removal rate in 23
states. Some of these minors end up as caregivers to
substance dependent parents or siblings, or become
victims themselves. As a result, a number of schools
have embedded in-house treatment counselors. In
© 2018 Lumina Analytics, LLC. No claim to original U.S. Government Works or cited materials.

Expiration Dates on Naloxone Products May Be Grossly
Exaggerated
According to a study presented at PharmaSci 360, held
from November 4 to November 6 in Washington D.C.,
two naloxone products used to treat opioid overdose
patients were chemically stable past their expiration
dates. Researchers have found that Narcan, the
naloxone nasal spray, was chemically stable for 10
months after its expiration date. Evzio, the naloxone
injection, was chemically stable for at least a year after
the labeled expiration date. President of the American
Association of Pharmaceutical Scientists, Chris
McCurdy, confirmed that the study was important
considering the current opioid crisis. He also stated that
drug manufacturers and regulatory agencies have to be
consulted to obtain the accurate expiration dates.
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Expiration Dates on Naloxone Products May Be Grossly
Exaggerated. (2018, November 8). Retrieved from
http://www.empr.com/news/naloxone-expiry-dateefficacy-stability-narcan-evzio/article/813380/
Former Centers for Disease Control and Prevention
Special Agent: U.S. Opioid Epidemic Becoming a
"National Security Emergency"
According to Derek Maltz, Former Director of the DEA's
Special Operations Division, the opioid epidemic is a
national security emergency due to the association
between drug traffickers and terrorists. The DEA's
Special Operations Division, along with the CIA, NSA,
and DIA, is collecting intelligence to prevent opioids
from entering the United States. According to the DEA's
2018 National Threat Assessment, the most lethal
category of opioids used in the United States are illicit
fentanyl and other synthetic opioids from China and
Mexico. The DEA noted drug fatalities occur more
frequently than deaths by other causes.

Gazis, Olivia. (2018, November 8). Former DEA special
agent: U.S. opioid epidemic becoming a "national
security
emergency".
Retrieved
from
https://www.cbsnews.com/news/former-dea-specialagent-u-s-opioid-epidemic-becoming-a-nationalsecurity-emergency/
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New Legal Maps Capture Important Policy Strategies
for Addressing the Opioid Epidemic
According to the National Institute of Drug Abuse, a
quarter of patients prescribed opioids misuse the
medication. Many states typically address this issue by
regulating medications and limiting access. Morphine
Equivalent Daily Dose (“MEDD”) Policies and Pain Care
Laws and Regulatory Policies have been implemented
to regulate opioid use. MEDD convert opioid
prescriptions to an equivalent daily dose in morphine.
The Pain Care Laws and Regulatory Policies are often
designed to maintain access to appropriate pain
management services while reducing medication
misuse.

New legal maps capture important policy strategies for
addressing the opioid epidemic. (2018, November 8).
Retrieved from https://medicalxpress.com/news/201811-legal-capture-important-policy-strategies.html
Plateauing Opioid Crisis Contributes to Strong Job
Market
Employment statistics have increased favorably with
improvements in civilian employment and wage levels.
The improvements may be boosted by the plateauing
opioid epidemic. The CDC confirmed drug overdose
fatalities peaked in 2017, but started to decline in
February 2018. A decrease in the number of drug-
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dependent newborns also indicates favorable changes
in the crisis.

Szucs, Zoltan. (2018, November 8). Plateauing opioid
crisis contributes to strong job market. Retrieved from
https://cdn.dailycaller.com/2018/11/08/plateauingopioid-crisis-growth-labor-force-participation/
Rural Opioid Consortium Gets $200,000 Federal Boost
The Indiana Rural Opioid Consortium has received
$200,000 in funding to expand its network in Hoosier
communities to tackle the opioid crisis. The Indiana
Rural Health Association established the Consortium
last year to create regional treatment and recovery
models. Project Coordinator, Ally Orwig, confirmed
much of the ongoing work has been directed toward
building a network of state and local organizations.

Sheridan, Jill. (2018, November 9). Rural Opioid
Consortium Gets $200,000 Federal Boost. Retrieved
from
http://www.wbaa.org/post/rural-opioidconsortium-gets-200000-federal-boost#stream/0
US Regulators Snip Red Tape for Medical Devices to
Curb Opioid Crisis
The FDA has adopted a new initiative in utilizing medical
device-based treatments, diagnostic tests, and mobile
medical apps to address the opioid crisis. President
Donald Trump ordered all government agencies to take
© 2018 Lumina Analytics, LLC. No claim to original U.S. Government Works or cited materials.

action when he declared a public health emergency in
response to the death of 70,000 Americans from drug
overdoses last year. The FDA confirmed it has received
over 200 submissions from companies seeking speedy
approvals for their medical devices. These include
Stimwave Technologies Inc.’s Halo to painkilling
products manufactured by Abbott Laboratories as
alternatives to opioids.

US regulators snip red tape for medical devices to curb
opioid crisis. (2018, November 10). Retrieved from
https://dailytimes.com.pk/320292/us-regulators-snipred-tape-for-medical-devices-to-curb-opioid-crisis/
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Appendix A: Mission LISA
Overview
Mission LISA is a data aggregation project surrounding
the opioid crisis in America. The objective of the project
is to leverage publicly available data to fill knowledge
gaps relevant to opioid addiction prevention,
treatment, and interdiction. Intelligence developed
through Mission LISA is used to publish
recommendations for policy changes, addiction
treatment pathways, and prescription protocols based
on the most timely and relevant predictive indicators of
addiction and mortality risk.
Early stage outcomes on addiction and mortality
caused by prescription and illicit opioids are beginning
to reveal the power laws, or distributions, of addiction
and overdose—a defined set of variables and
conditions that drive the crisis. These insights are used
to direct policy and treatment recommendations
published by the Mission LISA team and its advisory
board. Analytics on nationwide treatment efficacy is
another critical area of our research. More relevant and
timely
data
increases
transparency
around
government-funded treatment programs and is useful
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for directing the allocation of funding and resources to
programs with the highest historical rates of success.
Our research illuminates contradictions in policy and
prescription protocols across physicians, hospitals, and
insurers. Insights gained through this analysis yield
data-driven policy recommendations and opportunities
to enhance and streamline opioid addiction care and
pain treatment. Through Mission LISA, we seek to
alleviate the crisis nationally by lessening instances of
opioid-induced overdose and addiction.
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Appendix B: How to Read
This Report
The Mission LISA Opioid Crisis Intelligence Report
provides discussion and analysis of key data, events,
and trends surrounding the national opioid epidemic.
Analysis draws on data observed in Lumina’s
proprietary Mission LISA data systems and published
across news media platforms over the past month. Our
analysts capture data relevant to crisis prevention,
addiction treatment, policy, and ongoing interdiction
efforts from across the Internet to pinpoint critical
developments in the national discussion.
Each report begins with an executive summary of its
contents. The executive summary is followed by a
commentary that describes current trends and analysis
drawn from ongoing Mission LISA data aggregation and
development. Finally, the report includes a collection of
relevant news articles, which have been curated for
readers by the Mission LISA staff.
The report is broken down by content category for
expedited navigation. We summarize relevant articles
to highlight important findings and insights and
underline action items derived from new intelligence.
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The purpose of this report is to inform understanding
of the national crisis and provide recommendations for
data-driven solutions to curb opioid-induced mortality
and addiction.

