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Executive Summary
This month’s report highlights content collected from
September 3 to October 7, 2018, regarding the
national opioid crisis. The report features:
•

A newly released report from the Office of the
Surgeon
General,
highlighting
recommendations to increase awareness and
improve understanding of the epidemic.

•

A bipartisan, multipronged package of 70 bills
that was passed in the U.S. Senate to tackle the
crisis.

•

The updated Opioid Analgesic Risk Evaluation
and Mitigation Strategy intended to expand
training for all health care providers and
include immediate-release opioid analgesics
for the first time since 2012.

•

The use of medication-assisted treatment in
correctional facilities to reduce overdose
deaths among inmates and former inmates.

© 2018 Lumina Analytics, LLC. No claim to original U.S. Government Works or cited materials.
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Fast Facts
•

The annual National Survey on Drug Use and
Health ("NSDUH") found that during 2017,
roughly 11.4 million Americans aged 12 or older
misused opioids and 2.1 million had opioid use
disorders. 1,2

•

According to the Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention (“CDC”), opioid overdose deaths
increased by 10 percent, from February 2017 to
February 2018. 3,4

•

According to the Bureau of Labor Statistics (“BLS”),
overdose deaths at work increased 38 percent
annually from 2013 and 2016. 5

•

According to a study by the University of
Wisconsin, one in four people in the United States
who receive an opioid prescription encounters
difficulty discontinuing the use of opioids. 6,7

1
Itkowitz, C. (2018, September 17). The Health 202: Senators to vote on opioid package. But big hurdles remain. Retrieved on September 25, 2018 from
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/powerpost/paloma/the-health-202/2018/09/17/the-health-202-senators-to-vote-on-opioid-package-but-bighurdlesremain/5b9bd4361b326b47ec9595f7/?noredirect=on&utm_term=.58fe3dda49c5
2
Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration. (2018). Key substance use and mental health indicators in the United States: Results from the 2017 National
Survey on Drug Use and Health (HHS Publication No. SMA 18-5068, NSDUH Series H-53). Rockville, MD: Center for Behavioral Health Statistics and Quality, Substance Abuse and
Mental Health Services Administration. Retrieved on September 25, 2018 from https://www.samhsa.gov/data/
3
Ahmad, F.B., Rossen, L.M., Spencer M.R., Warner M., Sutton P. Provisional drug overdose death counts. National Center for Health Statistics. 2018. Designed by Rossen, L.M.,
Lipphardt, A., Ahmad, F.B., Keralis, J.M., and Chong, Y. National Center for Health Statistics. Retrieved on September 25, 2018 from https://www.cdc.gov/nchs/nvss/vsrr/drugoverdose-data.htm#data-Justification of Estimates for Appropriations Committees.
4
How Medicaid programs can help end the opioid epidemic. (2018, September 19). Retrieved on September 25, 2018 from https://wire.ama-assn.org/delivering-care/howmedicaid-programs-can-help-end-opioid-epidemic
5
Office of the Director, National Institute for Occupational Safety and Health (2018, July 03). NIOSH Confronts the Opioid Crisis. Retrieved September 11, 2018, from
https://www.cdc.gov/niosh/topics/opioids/data.html
6
Whale, R. (2018, September 6). New clinic to target opioid epidemic. Retrieved on September 18, 2018, from http://www.auburn-reporter.com/news/new-clinic-to-target-opioidepidemic/
7
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, National Center for Injury Prevention and Control, Division of Unintentional Injury Prevention (2018, August 29). Retrieved on
September 18, 2018, from https://www.cdc.gov/drugoverdose/opioids/prescribed.html
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•

A study published in the Annals of Internal
Medicine found that 28.5 percent of opioid
prescriptions do not document a pain-related
diagnosis. 8,9

•

A study published in the Addictive Behaviors
estimates that the cost of an injectable naloxone
has tripled since 2012, while the price of a singledose formulation rose by 244 percent. 10,11

•

A study published in the Journal of General
Internal Medicine suggests that drug overdose
deaths were nearly 20 percent lower in states
with Medicaid expansion compared to states
without expansion and Medicaid expansions
were unlikely to have contributed to the increase
in drug overdose deaths. 12

•

The Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services
Administration
(“SAMHSA”)
reports
there
were between 1,100 and 1,200 opioid treatment
programs in operation at any given time from
2003 to 2012. 13,14

8
Finucane, M. (2018, September 10). Study: 28.5 percent of the time doctors don't write down why they're prescribing opioids - The Boston Globe. Retrieved September 18,
2018, from https://www.bostonglobe.com/metro/2018/09/10/study-percent-time-doctors-don-write-down-why-they-prescribing-opioids/5gxoditd3hIh2FurvYZiOL/story.html
9
Sherry, T. B., Sabety, A., & Maestas, N. (2018, September 11). Documented Pain Diagnoses in Adults Prescribed Opioids: Results From the National Ambulatory Medical Care
Survey, 2006–2015. Retrieved September 18, 2018, from http://annals.org/aim/fullarticle/2702065/documented-pain-diagnoses-adults-prescribed-opioids-results-fromnational-ambulatory
10
Matthew, R., Grace, C. et al. (2018, May 8). Trends and economic drivers for United States naloxone pricing, January 2006 to February 2017. Retrieved on September 25, 2018
from https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/abs/pii/S0306460318304696
11
As Opioid Crisis Rages, Cost Of Overdose Antidote Spikes. (2018, Sep 11). Retrieved on September 25, 2018 from https://chicago.cbslocal.com/2018/09/11/opioid-crisis-ragescost-overdose-antidote-spikes/
12
Penn Medicine News Release: Medicaid Expansions Linked to Slower Rises in Overdose Deaths(2018, September 28). Retrieved on October 9, 2018 from
https://www.pennmedicine.org/news/news-releases/2018/september/medicaid-expansions-linked-to-slower-rises-in-overdose-deaths
13
Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration. (2013). Justification of Estimates for Appropriations Committees. Retrieved on September 25, 2018 from
https://www.samhsa.gov/sites/default/files/samhsafy2013cj.pdf
14
Kaltwasser, J. (2018, September 18). The Crucial Link Between Drug Policy and HIV Rates. Retrieved on September 25, 2018 from https://www.mdmag.com/medical-news/thecrucial-link-between-drug-policy-and-hiv-rates
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limit opioid accessibility, and improve training
for first responders. The package also seeks to
increase data sharing among states through
Prescription Drug Monitoring Programs and
prevent the transport of illicit opioids, such as
fentanyl, via mail. 18,19

Current Events
•

•

On September 6, Washington University School
of Medicine in St. Louis announced the launch of
a large-scale study involving 2,000 people who
have used opioids but have not become
dependent. The goal is to identify protective
genetic factors and determine the role of
genetics in opioid addiction. 15
On September 17, the U.S. Senate passed the
bipartisan Opioid Crisis Response Act of 2018, a
legislative package of 70 bills aimed to fight the
opioid epidemic. 16,17 The Act aims to develop
non-addictive pain management alternatives,

•

On September 17, the U.S. Senate passed the
SUPPORT for Patients and Communities Act in an
effort to promote treatment and recovery for
substance use disorders (“SUDs”). 20’ 21 The Act will
enable states to use Medicaid funding for
treating SUDs in certain Institutions for Mental
Diseases (“IMDs”). The exception to the
longstanding IMD CARE Act will be implemented
for fiscal years 2019 through 2023. 22
Furthermore, the SUPPORT for Patients and

Dryden, J. (2018, September 6). Study seeks former opioid users who avoided addiction. Retrieved on September 17, 2018, from https://medicine.wustl.edu/news/study-seeksformer-opioid-users-who-avoided-addiction/
16
Michael,
C.
(2018,
September
17).
Senate
advances
plan
to
combat
opioid
epidemic.
Retrieved on
September
17,
2018,
from
https://www.usatoday.com/story/news/politics/2018/09/17/opioid-crisis-senate-bill-stems-flow-drugs-offers-treatment-access/1270720002/
17
Corder, J. (2018, September 17). Senate passes Opioid Crisis Response Act. Retrieved on September 24, 2018, from http://www.kplctv.com/2018/09/18/senate-passes-opioidcrisis-response-act/
18
Office of the United States Senate, S. 2680, The Opioid Crisis Response Act of 2018. Retrieved on September 17, 2018, from
https://www.help.senate.gov/imo/media/doc/S.2680%20Summary.pdf
19
Lopez, G. (2018, September 12).Congress is on the verge of a bipartisan opioid package. But experts have big concerns. Retrieved on September 24, 2018, from
https://www.vox.com/policy-and-politics/2018/9/12/17847358/senate-opioid-crisis-response-act
20
Rice, E. (2018, October 1). Solving the opioid crisis? Retrieved on October 5, 2018 from http://www.bdtonline.com/news/local_news/solving-the-opioid-crisis/article_1073e8b94640-5b54-9da1-93fb829803a0.html
21
Congressional Research Service of the Library of Congress. Retrieved on October 5, 2018 from https://www.congress.gov/bill/115th-congress/house-bill/6/actions
22
Final Opioid Legislation Expands Treatment Options for Medicaid Beneficiaries with Substance Use Disorder. (2018, October 5). Retrieved on October 9, 2018 from
https://www.natlawreview.com/article/final-opioid-legislation-expands-treatment-options-medicaid-beneficiaries-substance
15

© 2018 Lumina Analytics, LLC. No claim to original U.S. Government Works or cited materials.

8

Communities Act will upgrade Telehealth and
Telemedicine programs to train rural and remote
health care professionals. 23
•

•

A new research center was established at the
RAND Corporation to evaluate the effectiveness
of various policy initiatives for combatting the
opioid crisis. The Opioid Policy Tools and
Information Center (“OPTIC”) will develop
methods for assessing the impact of individual
policies when a state implements multiple
opioid-fighting strategies at the same time. 24,25
The National Institute for Occupational Safety
and Health (“NIOSH”), in collaboration with the
CDC, has released a new guide to address the
effects of the opioid epidemic in the workplace. 26
The guide identifies workplace risk factors that
predispose workers to opioid use disorder,
emphasizes the need for guidance for employers

and medical providers to prevent opioid
addiction, and educates workers on prescription
opioids. Furthermore, the guide seeks to protect
workers exposed to opioids as part of their job
and
develop
effective
detection
and
27
decontamination methods.
•

The
International
Business
Machines
Corporation (“IBM”) and the CDC are creating a
new blockchain-based system to monitor public
health issues such as the current opioid
epidemic. The blockchain system facilitates the
CDC to obtain data from medical providers,
including the reasons patients visit and the
symptoms patients display. The system will be
used to automatically collect data, store data
reliably, and record who has accessed the data. 28

Wicklund, E. (2018, October 4). Congress Takes Aim at Opioid Crisis With Telehealth Expansion. Retrieved on October 9, 2018 from
https://mhealthintelligence.com/news/congress-takes-aim-at-opioid-crisis-with-telehealth-expansion
24
Enos, G. A. (2018, September 12). RAND center seeks deeper dive into opioid policy effectiveness. Retrieved on September 24, 2018, from https://www.behavioral.net/newsitem/policy/rand-center-seeks-deeper-dive-opioid-policy-effectiveness
25
RAND. Confronting the Opioid Crisis. Retrieved on September 24, 2018, from https://www.rand.org/health/key-topics/opioids/in-depth.html
26
Beth, C. (2018, September 03). CDC tackles the opioid crisis in the workplace. Retrieved September 11, 2018, from https://www.whec.com/news/cdc-tackles-the-opioid-crisisin-the-workplace/5056566/
27
National Institute for Occupational Safety and Health, Office of the Director. (2018, July 03). NIOSH Confronts the Opioid Crisis. Retrieved September 11, 2018, from
https://www.cdc.gov/niosh/topics/opioids/framework.html
28
Melendez, S. (2018, September 4). How IBM and the CDC are testing blockchain to track health issues like the opioid crisis. Retrieved on September 11, 2018, from
https://www.fastcompany.com/90231255/how-ibm-and-the-cdc-are-testing-blockchain-to-track-health-issues-like-the-opioid-crisis
23
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Epidemic Tracking
Surgeon General Jerome Adams Spotlights
Opioid Epidemic in New Report
On September 20, the U.S. Department of Health and
Human Services (“HHS”) Office of the Surgeon General
released the report “Facing Addiction in America: The
Surgeon General’s Spotlight on Opioids.” U.S. Surgeon
General, Dr. Jerome Adams, highlights three things in
the report: 29
1. The need for a shift in the perception of the
opioid epidemic and steps to aid in the
prevention and treatment of opioid misuse.
2. New data on the prevalence of substance
misuse, opioid use disorder, and opioid
overdoses.

According to data from the SAMHSA, 11.1 million
individuals aged 12 and older misused prescription
pain relievers in 2017. During the year, roughly 1.7
million individuals aged 12 and older had a prescription
pain reliever use disorder and 953,000 individuals
received treatment for their disorder. Additionally,
about 886,000 individuals aged 12 or older reported
heroin use in 2017 and an estimated 652,000 had a
heroin use disorder during the year. Notably, only 28.6
percent of individuals aged 12 and older with an opioid
use disorder and 54.9 percent of individuals aged 12
and older with a heroin use disorder received
treatment at a substance use rehabilitation facility,
hospital, or mental health center. Furthermore, the
CDC estimates there were 47,872 opioid overdose
deaths in 2017. 30
Dr. Adams also stated that “addiction is a brain
disease,” and that the nation needs to work to “put an
end to stigma.” He shared the following

3. Only 53 percent of the public considers opioid
addiction a pressing problem.

Cook, H. (2018, September 20). Surgeon General Jerome Adams spotlights opioid epidemic in new report: 3 things to know. Retrieved October 1, 2018, from
https://www.beckershospitalreview.com/opioids/surgeon-general-jerome-adams-spotlights-opioid-epidemic-in-new-report-3-things-to-know.html
30
U.S. Department of Health and Human Services (HHS), Office of the Surgeon General, Facing Addiction in America: The Surgeon General’s Spotlight on Opioids. Washington,
DC: HHS, September 2018.
29
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recommendations to increase awareness and improve
understanding of the crisis: 31
1. Discuss opioid misuse to prevent misuse and
overdoses.
2. Store medications in a secure place and use
opioids according to instructions.
3. Dispose of unused opioid medications properly.
4. Discuss
alternative
pain
management
treatments or therapies with health care
providers.
5. Understand that addiction is a chronic and
curable disease.
6. Have access to the opioid overdose antidote,
naloxone, and learn how to administer the drug.

31
Cook, H. (2018, September 20). Surgeon General Jerome Adams spotlights opioid epidemic in new report: 3 things to know. Retrieved October 1, 2018, from
https://www.beckershospitalreview.com/opioids/surgeon-general-jerome-adams-spotlights-opioid-epidemic-in-new-report-3-things-to-know.html
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Treatment and Policy
The Senate
Package

Passes

Sweeping

Opioids

On September 17, the Senate passed a bipartisan,
multipronged package of 70 bipartisan bills to address
the opioid epidemic. The House had passed a similar
set of bills in June and now the package will go through
a reconciliation process before it is sent to President
Trump. The Senate bills would add $8.4 billion into
efforts for expanding and creating programs across
agencies. 32 Also in September, the U.S. Food and Drug
Administration (“FDA”) released new guidelines to
tackle the opioid crisis. 33 These actions represent a
significant step forward in addressing the public health
crisis.

attributed to synthetic opioids. The increase in
overdose deaths is partially attributed to overdoses on
heroin, which is now often laced with fentanyl, a
substance 50 times more potent than heroin. 34
The legislation allows doctors to prescribe more
evidence-base medication, such as buprenorphine, to
help individuals suffering from opioid use disorders. It
also supports expanding training for first responders in
administering naloxone, a life-saving medication for
reversing the effects of an opioid overdose.
Additionally, following a congressional investigation,
which concluded that fentanyl can be easily purchased
online and mailed from China 35, the legislation aims to
prevent illicit opioids from being shipped through the
U.S. Postal Service. Specifically, a provision would
require the postal service to screen packages from

According to the CDC, there were roughly 72,000 drug
overdose deaths in 2017, 30,000 of which were
Itkowitz, C. (2017, September). Senate passes sweeping opioids package. Retrieved September 30, 2018, from https://www.washingtonpost.com/politics/2018/09/17/senateset-pass-sweeping-opioids-package/?utm_term=.d25af6777c5dhttps
33
Press Announcements - FDA takes important steps to encourage appropriate and rational prescribing of opioids through final approval of new safety measures governing
the
use
of
immediate-release
opioid
analgesic
medications.
(2018,
September
18).
Retrieved
October
2,
2018,
from
https://www.fda.gov/NewsEvents/Newsroom/PressAnnouncements/ucm620935.htm
34
Itkowitz, C. (2017, September). Senate passes sweeping opioids package. Retrieved September 30, 2018, from https://www.washingtonpost.com/politics/2018/09/17/senateset-pass-sweeping-opioids-package/?utm_term=.d25af6777c5dhttps
35
China says United States domestic opioid market the crux of crisis. (2018, June 25). Retrieved October 2, 2018, from http://www.reuters.com/article/us-china-drugs-usa/chinasays-united-states-domestic-opioid-market-the-crux-of-crisis-idUSKBN1JL0D2
32
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overseas and obtain electronic data on the packages’
content. 36
Legislation passed in the House addresses the issue of
reconciling substance misuse and mental health issues.
Many individuals suffering from substance use
disorders also have mental health issues, but due to the
Institutions for Mental Diseases (“IMD”) exclusion rule,
Medicaid reimbursement is prohibited for inpatient
treatment centers with more than 16 beds that treat
patients suffering from severe mental illness. The IMD
exclusion rule prevents patients from receiving
substance use disorder treatments in large mental
health facilities. 37
The Senate package takes a different approach to
improve access to treatment for individuals with
substance use disorders. It provides a grant for
recovery centers and loan repayments to behavioral
health providers with patients who suffer from
addiction. Also notable in the package is a provision
that would require the FDA to create blister packaging
to limit the amount of opioids prescribed to three or

seven day supplies. 38 While this effort is a major step
forward, the federal government needs to continue
providing funding and support to sufficiently address
the opioid crisis at scale.

Final Opioid Analgesic REMS Guidance and
New FDA Education Blueprint Released
On September 18, the FDA expanded the Opioid
Analgesic Risk Evaluation and Mitigation Strategy
(“REMS”) to include immediate-release products.
Immediate-release (“IR”) opioid analgesics are often
used in an outpatient setting. By including IR opioids,
the total number of opioids subject to the REMS is now
347; the REMS included 62 extended-release and longacting opioid analgesics before the expansion. 39
The guidelines were released soon after the Senate
passed a new package of bills to address the opioid
crisis. Upon the release of the expanded Opioid
Analgesic REMS, FDA Commissioner, Dr. Scott Gottlieb,
stated, “Today's action, importantly, subjects
immediate-release opioids – which are the most

Itkowitz, C. (2017, September). Senate passes sweeping opioids package. Retrieved September 30, 2018, from https://www.washingtonpost.com/politics/2018/09/17/senateset-pass-sweeping-opioids-package/?utm_term=.d25af6777c5dhttps
37
Ibid.
38
Ibid.
39
Sullivan, T. (24 September 2018). Final Opioid REMS Guidance and New FDA Education Blueprint Released, retrieved September 30, 2018 from
https://www.policymed.com/2018/09/final-opioid-rems-guidance-and-new-fda-education-blueprint-released.html
36
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commonly prescribed opioid products – to a more
stringent set of requirements. Our aim is to make sure
the medical community can take advantage of the
available education on pain management and safe use
of opioid analgesic products." 40
The updated REMS now requires drug companies to
offer training to all health care providers, including
prescribers, nurses, and pharmacists. Drug companies
are also required to provide unrestricted grants to
accredited continuing education providers to develop
courses based on the FDA Education Blueprint for
Health Care Providers Involved in the Management or
Support of Patients with Pain. 41,42 The agency expects
that continuing education training will be available to
health care providers by March 2019. 43
The new REMS also includes changing labeling for all
opioid analgesic products to include information on
education opportunities for health care providers.

However, such training is currently not mandatory for
prescribers or health care providers. By expanding
education opportunities to the entire health care
provider system, the FDA believes oversight of proper
opioid use will increase, and misuse of opioids will
decrease. The agency’s goal is to reduce unnecessary or
inappropriate exposure to opioids. Additional
education opportunities will help health care providers
identify patients suffering from opioid use disorders
and offer adequate treatment. 44

Jails and Prisons Slowly Loosen Resistance
to Addiction Medication
Corrections officials have been slow to embrace
medication-assisted treatment (“MAT”) for inmates
because many view MAT as simply substituting reliance
on one drug for another. Some have also been skeptical
of the efficacy and high cost of administering opioid

Press Announcements - FDA takes important steps to encourage appropriate and rational prescribing of opioids through final approval of new safety measures governing
the
use
of
immediate-release
opioid
analgesic
medications.
(2018,
September
18).
Retrieved
October
3,
2018,
from
https://www.fda.gov/NewsEvents/Newsroom/PressAnnouncements/ucm620935.htm
41
Sullivan, T. (24 September 2018). Final Opioid REMS Guidance and New FDA Education Blueprint Released, retrieved September 30, 2018 from
https://www.policymed.com/2018/09/final-opioid-rems-guidance-and-new-fda-education-blueprint-released.html
42
Introduction
FDA’s
Opioid
Analgesic
REMS
Education
...
(2018,
September).
Retrieved
October
3,
2018,
from
https://www.fda.gov/DOWNLOADS/DRUGS/DRUGSAFETY/INFORMATIONBYDRUGCLASS/UCM620249.PDF
43
Duffy, S. (2018, September 18). FDA: Opioid Analgesic REMS Expanded to Include Immediate-Release Products. Retrieved October 3, 2018, from
https://www.empr.com/news/opioid-analgesic-risk-evaluation-and-mitigation-strategy-update-rems-ir-analgesics/article/800868/
44
Sullivan, T. (24 September 2018). Final Opioid REMS Guidance and New FDA Education Blueprint Released, retrieved September 30, 2018 from
https://www.policymed.com/2018/09/final-opioid-rems-guidance-and-new-fda-education-blueprint-released.html
40
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addiction medications. However, according to Dr.
Elizabeth Gondles, Director of American Correctional
Association Office of Correctional Health, resistance
appears to be loosening with “newer medications and
more scientific evidence.” 45
According to data from the U.S Department of Justice,
300 of the nation's roughly 3,200 jails and 1,900 prisons
now offer some form of addiction medication to
inmates. About 290 are now offering a relatively new
monthly injection of naltrexone, known by the brand
name Vivitrol, to inmates shortly before they are
released. Only about 30 facilities widely offer
methadone and buprenorphine. Andrew Klein, a
Criminal Justice Analyst, noted that the number of
correctional facilities offering opioid use disorder
medication is growing. 46
Correction facilities in Illinois, Ohio, New Jersey, and
Washington
recently
launched
buprenorphine
programs, joining New York City's Rikers Island,
Bernalillo County jail in Albuquerque, New Mexico, and
a handful of others that have provided methadone to
selected inmates for years, Klein said.

Franklin County, where 40 percent of its 220 inmates
reported heroin use, is the only correctional facility in
Massachusetts widely offering buprenorphine to date.
Sheriff Christopher Donelan of Franklin County noted
the jail program may have contributed to the 35
percent reduction in opioid overdose deaths from 2016
to 2017 in the county. State lawmakers just approved
legislation requiring MAT for opioid use disorder at
certain jails and prisons. 47
Rhode Island and Vermont are already offering all three
opioid addiction medications across their jails and
prisons while New York and Connecticut, which
provides methadone at five of its facilities, are
considering a similar expansion. Los Angeles County,
with one of the world's largest jail systems, is also
preparing to widely offer buprenorphine and
methadone.
Proponents note there is research supporting the
approach, including a study that found Rhode Island's
corrections program contributed to a 12 percent
reduction in the state's fatal overdoses in the first half
of 2017 compared with the same period in 2016. 48 A

Jails, Prisons Slowly Loosen Resistance to Addiction Meds. (2018, August 7). Retrieved October 1, 2018, from https://www.usnews.com/news/healthiestcommunities/articles/2018-08-07/jails-prisons-slowly-loosen-resistance-to-addiction-meds
46
Ibid.
47
Ibid.
48
Ibid.
45
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2007 study conducted in Washington State prisons and
published in The New England Journal of Medicine,
revealed that former inmates’ risk of a fatal drug
overdose is 129 times as high as it is for the general
population for the first two weeks after release. MAT
can significantly lower the risk. 49 A 2014 study of
Australian prisons of almost 16,500 inmates receiving
buprenorphine or methadone from 2000 to 2012
showed that MAT reduced the one-month post-release
death rate by 75 percent. 50
Correctional facilities should continue to offer
evidence-based treatment to reduce risks of overdose
deaths among inmates and former inmates.
Policymakers should consider the efficacy of using MAT
in jails and prisons for reducing overdose deaths in
future policy development and allocate appropriate
resources to correctional facilities.

Binswanger, I. A., et. al. (2014, March 11) Release from Prison — A High Risk of Death for Former Inmates. Retrieved August 15, 2018, from
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC2836121/
50
Degenhardt, L., et. al. (2014, March 11) The Impact Of Opioid Substitution Therapy on Mortality Post‐release from Prison: Retrospective Data Linkage Study. Retrieved August
15, 2018, from https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/abs/10.1111/add.12536
49
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Alerts Log
September 3, 2018 – October 7, 2018
Public Defender Richard Hughes Outlines 'Wow Factors'
of Opioid Crisis
The 10th Judicial District Public Defender of Tennessee,
Richard Hughes, outlined critical factors of the national
opioid crisis. Hughes, who is aware of the impact of the
ongoing opioid epidemic in the 10th Judicial District and
beyond, shared the extent of the epidemic with
Cleveland Kiwanis Club members at their weekly
luncheon in Elks Lodge, Florida. The critical factor
determined is that, in 2015, while the state was
grappling with a surge of opioid dependency and
misuse, health professionals in Tennessee wrote more
than 7.8 million opioid prescriptions. Hughes
emphasized that the reported statistics amount to 118
prescriptions for every 100 Tennessee residents,
whereas the national average is only 75 per 100. A
second critical factor is that in the same year, white
patients made up 89.5 percent of the 839 people
treated for heroin use disorder and 95 percent of the
4,071 individuals treated for prescription use disorder
in the state. The statistics were released by the
Tennessee Department of Mental Health and
© 2018 Lumina Analytics, LLC. No claim to original U.S. Government Works or cited materials.

Substance Abuse Services. According to Hughes, the
relationship between doctors and patients is one key to
solving the problem. He said that monitoring of the
patient's progress on opioid use should be a legal duty
of the doctor.

Bowers, Larry C. (2018, September 1). Public Defender
Richard Hughes outlines 'wow factors' of opioid crisis.
Retrieved
from
http://clevelandbanner.com/stories/public-defenderrichard-hughes-outlines-wow-factors-of-opioidcrisis,85930
The Opioid Epidemic and Berkeley County
The Attorney General (“AG”) and Department of Justice
(“DOJ”) have identified Berkeley County, West Virginia as
a high priority county. In 2016, the county remained in
the top 10 counties for opioid deaths nationwide on a
per capita basis. Berkeley County is now part of the
Synthetic Opioid Surge (“SOS”). The office of Bill Powell,
the United States Attorney for the Northern District of
West Virginia, has been granted additional resources,
including an additional Assistant Attorney, to prosecute
cases involving fentanyl distribution, regardless of the
drug quantity. Powell said that with assistance from law
enforcement partners, such as the Drug Enforcement
Administration’s Special Operations Division, the office
will pursue distributors of synthetic opioids. Powell
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added that the office would focus on drug suppliers
rather than users.

The opioid epidemic and Berkeley County. (2018,
September 2). Retrieved from http://www.journalnews.net/opinion/local-columns/2018/09/the-opioidepidemic-and-berkeley-county/
CDC Tackles the Opioid Crisis in the Workplace
The CDC, in collaboration with the National Institute for
Occupational Safety and Health (“NIOSH”), released a
new guide to help employers fight the opioid epidemic
in the workplace. According to the BLS, overdose
deaths in the workplace increased 38 percent every
year from 2013 to 2016. As such, the CDC and NIOSH
are collaborating to identify workplace risk factors and
effective methods to detect drug use for employers.

CDC tackles the opioid crisis in the workplace. (2018,
September
03).
Retrieved
from
https://www.whec.com/news/cdc-tackles-the-opioidcrisis-in-the-workplace/5056566/
City Should Drop Injection Site Plan
The United States Deputy Attorney General, Rod
Rosenstein, said that Philadelphia state officials should
strongly reconsider plans to open a safe injection site
for drug users. Safe injection sites are locations where
drug users are permitted to inject heroin and other
© 2018 Lumina Analytics, LLC. No claim to original U.S. Government Works or cited materials.

drugs under the supervision of a doctor or nurse who
can administer an overdose antidote, if necessary.
Supporters of the proposal said that the site would
prevent drug overdose deaths and HIV infection cases.
Rosenstein, who firmly disapproves of the site plan,
called it a violation of federal law. Rosenstein stated
that he is unaware of any valid reason that one can
engage in criminal activity as long as it is done in the
presence of an individuals with a medical license. He
reiterated that retaining any location to enable illicit
drug use is a federal felony. Further, he added that the
law allows the federal government to obtain civil
injunctions against any entity that operates a safe
injection site and violations can result in long prison
sentences, hefty fines, and forfeiture of the property
used. Nevertheless, city officials maintained that the
site would be legally valid.

City should drop injection site plan. (2018, September
04).
Retrieved
from
http://www.phillytrib.com/commentary/city-shoulddrop-injection-site-plan/article_51ab765a-fc46-51a2a8b0-b427dcdcbd29.html
IBM and the CDC are Testing Blockchain to Securely
Track Public Health
The CDC and IBM are joining forces to create a
blockchain-based system to track public health issues
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such as the ongoing opioid crisis. The new system can
facilitate the CDC to obtain data from medical providers
regarding the reasons patients visit and the symptoms
they display. The CDC already amasses much of that
data through surveys like the National Ambulatory
Medical Care Survey (“NAMCS”) and National Hospital
Ambulatory Medical Care Survey (“NHAMCS”), which
collect patient visit information from doctors and
hospitals around the country. Currently, the data from
the CDC surveys are used to study various health
issues, from how frequently patients seek care for sleep
problems to how doctors prescribe antibiotics and
opioid painkillers. The blockchain approach can be
used to automatically collect data, store data reliably,
and record who has accessed the data, thus providing
a measure of transparency. Finally, although there is no
set deployment date for the blockchain system, Askari
Rizvi, chief of the technical services branch of the CDC’s
Division of Health Care Statistics, is hopeful that it will
one day assist public health officials in gathering
relevant information from medical providers.

Melendez, Steven. (2018, September 4). How IBM and
the CDC are testing blockchain to track health issues
like
the
opioid
crisis.
Retrieved
from https://www.fastcompany.com/90231255/howibm-and-the-cdc-are-testing-blockchain-to-trackhealth-issues-like-the-opioid-crisis
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Rauner Signs Harmon Opioid Bill
The Alternatives to Opioids Act sponsored by Senator
Don Harmon of Oak Park was signed into law by Illinois
Governor Bruce Rauner. The Act permits Illinois
residents
who
are
prescribed
opioid-based
medications to receive medical cannabis as an
alternative. According to Harmon, the bill seeks to
lower the number of opioid users at risk of addiction.
The new law, which is effective immediately, also
eliminates the wait some medical cannabis cardholders
experienced in receiving the drug. Rauner stated that
the new law offers thousands of Illinoisans who
struggle with the negative side effects of opioids
another pain management alternative. He added that
the ruling is not based on personal opinions of
cannabis, and it is about giving patients increased
control over their personal health care and pain-relief
options.

Inklebarger, Timothy. (2018, September 4). Rauner
signs
Harmon
opioid
bill.
Retrieved
from http://www.oakpark.com/News/Articles/9-42018/Rauner-signs-Harmon-opioid-bill-/
Local Mother Asking for 'Solution Center' to Combat
Opioid epidemic
Leaders in Ohio’s Lucas County discussed a plan
surrounding a behavioral health "solution center”
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focusing on treatment rather than incarceration. The
center would work to assist people with mental
illnesses and drug use disorders instead of
incarcerating the individuals. Leaders stated that
connecting people to rehabilitative resources would be
more effective in tackling the opioid epidemic and
mental health issues. According to the Lucas County
Sheriff's Office, the solution center will also support a
more efficient effort on fighting crime. The proposed
center will cost about $18 million.

Onstott, Ariyl. (2018, September 5). Local mother asking
for 'solution center' to combat opioid epidemic.
Retrieved
from http://www.wtol.com/story/39024371/localmother-asking-for-solution-center-to-combat-opioidepidemic
$30K Grant Helps Law Enforcement Battle Opioid Crisis
in Monroe County
The office of New York State Senator, Rich Funke,
announced that the senator obtained a $30,000 Public
Protection and Good Government Grant to facilitate the
Monroe County Sheriff’s Office and the Monroe County
Heroin Task Force in tackling the opioid epidemic. The
grant enables task force members to provide additional
enforcement, prevention, and education while assisting
other personnel in needed areas. Funke, a member of
© 2018 Lumina Analytics, LLC. No claim to original U.S. Government Works or cited materials.

the New York State Senate Task Force on Heroin and
Opioid Addiction, stated that the opioid crisis did not
begin as a single event and would not end overnight.
He added that enforcement and prevention are two
ways the community is addressing the epidemic.
Monroe County Sheriff, Todd Baxter, reported that the
Monroe County Heroin Task Force has confiscated over
21,000 hits of heroin and fentanyl, $308,000 in cash,
and 24 guns through the grant.

$30K grant helps law enforcement battle opioid crisis in
Monroe County. (2018, September 6). Retrieved from
https://13wham.com/news/local/30k-grant-helps-lawenforcement-battle-opioid-crisis-in-monroe-county
New Clinic to Target Opioid Epidemic
One in four people in the United States who receive an
opioid prescription encounters difficulty discontinuing
the use of opioids. In Washington, where 12 of every
1,000
hospital
admissions
are
opioidrelated, treatment capacity can only manage two
patients. King County, Washington reported a 58
percent increase in heroin-related deaths in 2017 — the
most significant increase in heroin-related deaths in 17
years. As the opioid epidemic escalated, the
Muckleshoot Tribe established We Care Clinics several
years ago. The clinic is one of the leading office-based,
opioid treatment programs in the country and assists
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Native Americans in managing opioid misuse. Joe
Olujic, representing We Care Clinics, stated that the
clinics are nationally recognized for work in opioid
misuse treatment on the reservation. The tribe intends
to expand services into Auburn proper, extending
services to people in the broader community. The
Muckleshoot Tribe will offer Medication-Assisted
Treatment (“MAT”) programs, which combine FDAapproved medications and extensive behavioral health
counseling for individuals and groups in the new clinic.

Whale, Robert. (2018, September 6). New clinic to target
opioid epidemic. Retrieved from http://www.auburnreporter.com/news/new-clinic-to-target-opioidepidemic/
NIOSH Launches Framework to Combat Opioid Crisis
The National Institute for Occupational Safety and
Health ("NIOSH"), an agency within the CDC, created a
new framework to address the opioid crisis in the
workplace. Using this new framework, the NIOSH will
investigate various working conditions that may
increase the risk of prescription opioid misuse. NIOSH’s
framework also provides guidance for the detection
and decontamination of opioid misuse of workplaces.
The framework highlights four main goals: identifying
workplace conditions; ascertaining work-related risk
factors for opioid use; protecting workers and
© 2018 Lumina Analytics, LLC. No claim to original U.S. Government Works or cited materials.

responders from opioid exposure; and establishing
effective detection and decontamination procedures.
Director John Howard, M.D. affirmed that the NIOSH is
collaborating with its partners to explore pertinent risk
factors for opioid misuse among workers and to
identify useful research and information for
maintaining safety for workers and first responders at
work and in their communities.

NIOSH Launches Framework to Combat Opioid Crisis.
(2018,
September
6).
Retrieved
from
https://ohsonline.com/Articles/2018/09/06/NIOSHLaunches-Framework-to-Combat-OpioidCrisis.aspx?Page=1
Study Seeks Former Opioid Users Who Avoided
Addiction
Researchers at Washington University School of
Medicine in St. Louis are launching a large-scale study
to examine 2,000 participants who have used opioids
recreationally 60 times or fewer but have not become
dependent on the drugs. Nearly 12 million Americans
have reportedly misused opioids, yet most have not
become dependent. The goal of the study is to
understand genetic factors’ role in opioid dependency.
The study’s senior investigator, Elliot Nelson, M.D., a
professor of psychiatry, stated that an individual’s
genetic makeup is a major factor in the person’s
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likelihood of becoming dependent on opioids. Nelson
asserted that individuals enrolled in the study are
uniquely valuable for identifying protective genetic
factors. This research group has obtained a grant from
the National Institute on Drug Abuse (“NIDA”).

Dryden, Jim. (2018, September 6). Study seeks former
opioid users who avoided addiction. Retrieved from
https://medicine.wustl.edu/news/study-seeks-formeropioid-users-who-avoided-addiction/
Lehigh Valley Does Not Have Enough Treatment Beds
to Keep Up with Opioid Addictions
In the Lehigh Valley, a shortage of beds and treatment
facilities, expensive treatments, and insufficient
insurance coverage are preventing patients from
receiving life-saving treatment for opioid addiction.
While individuals with insurance can receive treatment
for a limited amount of time, those who rely on public
insurance or funding struggle to secure space in
treatment facilities. Donna Jacobsen, a member of the
Lehigh County Drug and Alcohol Advisory Board,
affirmed the importance of immediate, affordable and
often long-term treatment for opioid dependency. The
deficiency of treatment alternatives has become more
critical as the opioid epidemic devastates the Lehigh
Valley. Overdose deaths in the region continue to
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skyrocket; the region recorded an overdose death
almost every day in 2017.

Huang, Binghui and Thompson, Carol. (2018,
September 7). Lehigh Valley doesn't have enough
treatment beds to keep up with opioid addictions.
Retrieved
from
http://www.mcall.com/news/opioids/mc-nws-opioidroundtable-treatment-20180814-story.html
Minnesota Department of Human Services Takes Steps
to Help in Opioid Crisis
Minnesota’s Department of Human Services is
currently extending training on the use of naloxone, the
opioid overdose reversal drug. Additionally, the
department is working to facilitate access to
buprenorphine — a highly effective medication for
opioid dependency. Funding for the training and the
distribution of naloxone is provided by a two-year grant
of $10.6 million. The grant allows about 30 counties,
tribes, providers, and community agencies to tackle the
opioid crisis by sponsoring prevention, treatment, and
recovery programs.

Amundson, Barry. (2018, September 7). Minnesota
Department of Human Services takes steps to help in
opioid
crisis.
Retrieved
from
http://www.inforum.com/news/government-and-
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politics/4496318-minnesota-department-humanservices-takes-steps-help-opioid
The Senate Will Vote on “The Opioid Crisis Response Act
of 2018” Next Week
The Act is a bipartisan package of more than 70
proposals recommended to the full Senate by five
committees: The Committee on Health, Education,
Labor, and Pensions; Finance Committee; Judiciary
Committee; Commerce Committee; and Banking.
Chairman of the Finance Committee, Orrin Hatch (RUtah), stated that the gravity of opioid misuse and
substance use disorders can be recognized by the
collaboration of senators across various committees to
reach an agreement on the legislation despite political
differences. Hatch added that the Medicare, Medicaid
and family service reforms included in this bill embody
the ethos of the HEAL Substance Use Disorders Act,
which will assist the millions of beneficiaries and their
families. He also affirmed that the STOP Act would work
to reduce illegal substances across borders. The aims
of the Opioid Crisis Response Act of 2018 include
reducing use and supply of opioids, encouraging
recovery, supporting families and caregivers, and
promoting innovation and long-term solutions to the
current crisis.

© 2018 Lumina Analytics, LLC. No claim to original U.S. Government Works or cited materials.

Niederee, Katie and Hager, Nicole. (2018, September 7).
Hatch Encouraged Senate Will Vote on “The Opioid
Crisis Response Act of 2018” Next Week. Retrieved from
www.finance.senate.gov/chairmans-news/hatchencouraged-senate-will-vote-on-the-opioid-crisisresponse-act-of-2018-next-week
Editorial: Drug-Control Office Must Be Re-Established
As Priority
The West Virginia Health Statistics Center reported that
overdose deaths in West Virginia surpassed 1,000 in
2017, the first time overdose fatalities topped 1,000.
The reported number for 2017 marked a 14 percent
increase from 2016. Further, officials warned that the
numbers are likely to rise as more causes of death are
certified. It is evident that substance misuse has
become the most pressing health issue in the state.
However, the West Virginia Office of Drug Control Policy
has not received sufficient attention to create solid
leadership. Established in March 2017, the office's
mission was to provide administrative support,
research, coordination, planning, and management of
funding for the prevention, prosecution, reduction, and
treatment of substance misuse in the Mountain State.

Singer, Sholten. (2018, September 9). Editorial: Drugcontrol office must be re-established as priority.
Retrieved
from
http://www.herald-
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dispatch.com/opinion/editorial-drug-control-officemust-be-re-established-as-priority/article_d449c6d9ecc6-5f90-8980-0da15329df46.html

from https://framinghamsource.com/index.php/2018/
09/09/framingham-city-council-unanimously-adoptsresolution-on-opioid-crisis/

Framingham City Council Unanimously Adopts
Resolution on Opioid Crisis
The 11-member Framingham City Council of
Massachusetts reached a united decision to address
the opioid crisis. The Framingham City Council resolves
to support and encourage all city agencies in the
continued efforts to assist those impacted by the opioid
crisis. The measures include raising awareness of the
crisis by holding a public demonstration, training more
individuals on administering naloxone, and working
with MetroWest Medical Center to obtain licensing to
administer suboxone for victims of opioid overdoses.
The Council’s resolution also covers measures to create
economic incentives for local business to hire
recovering opioid misusers and consider advocating for
bail reform to permit treatment instead of punishment.
Further measures include encouraging residents to
take the “Stop the Stigma” pledge and establishing a
task force of stakeholders to implement initiatives to
combat the epidemic.

Maine's MidCoast, Hit Hard by Opioid Crisis, Wants its
Own Drug Court
Maine’s MidCoast is considering a location of an
expanded drug court that would offer services to
criminal
defendants
struggling
with
opioid
dependency. According to District Attorney, Jon
Liberman, establishing a court in MidCoast for drugrelated cases is only one to two years away. He added
that a drug court can help fight the opioid epidemic in
a region heavily impacted. According to Richard
Gordon, Coordinator of Specialty Dockets for the Maine
Administrative Office of the Courts, instituting a drug
court in the MidCoast would also require the legislature
to allocate $750,000 to $1 million for start-up costs.

Petroni, Susan. (2018, September 9). Framingham City
Council Unanimously Adopts Resolution on Opioid
Crisis.
Retrieved
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Abbate, Lauren. (2018, September 10). Maine’s
Midcoast, Hit Hard By Opioid Crisis, Wants Its Own Drug
Court.
Retrieved
from
http://www.mainepublic.org/post/maine-s-midcoasthit-hard-opioid-crisis-wants-its-own-drugcourt#stream/0
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As Opioid Crisis Rages, Cost of Overdose Antidote
Spikes
While the drug naloxone has proved invaluable in
reducing overdose-related deaths in the United States,
its cost for the medication has increased sharply. The
price increase has restricted access to the drug,
potentially preventing health care professionals,
emergency responders, and families to use the lifesaving medication. During the same time, drug
overdose has become the leading cause of accidental
death in the United States for individuals aged 25 to 64.
According to estimates from the CDC, a record 72,000
Americans lost their lives to drug overdoses in the past
year. Experts report that an ongoing spike in opioid
overdoses has raised the demand for naloxone.
Additional factors in the cost inflation include the lack
of federal rules for controlling price increases,
insufficient competition in the drug industry, and a lack
of transparency of pharmaceutical firms in establishing
drug prices. A possible remedy would be to import
naloxone from other countries at a lower price.

Gibson, Kate. (2018, September 11). As opioid crisis
rages, cost of overdose antidote spikes. Retrieved from
https://www.cbsnews.com/news/as-opioids-kill-moreamericans-cost-of-overdose-antidote-spikes/
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RAND Corporation Establishes Opioid Research Center
The National Institute on Drug Abuse, a component of
the National Institutes of Health, has provided $7.2
million to establish a research center at the RAND
Corporation. The RAND Opioid Policy Tools and
Information Center (“OPTIC”) is dedicated to creating
effective policies and innovative research to provide
more dynamic tools for tackling the national opioid
epidemic. Dr. Bradley D. Stein, the Director of OPTIC
and a Senior Physician-Scientist at RAND, said that the
opioid crisis is escalating and understanding of policy
effects is evolving, but not as fast as the crisis. He also
added that combating the opioid crisis requires
creating avenues to assist decision-makers recognize
effective policies. This includes identifying policies that
have little effect, in addition to well-intentioned policies
that may have unintended negative consequences. The
RAND opioid center will develop novel methods for
assessing specific opioid policies when multiple policies
are implemented by a state.

Robak, Warren. (2018, September 11). RAND
Corporation establishes opioid research center.
Retrieved
from
https://www.eurekalert.org/pub_releases/2018-09/rcrce091018.php
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Bureau of Workers Compensation Launches Pilot
Program to Address Opioid Epidemic
In October, the Ohio Bureau of Workers’ Compensation
will launch a pilot program to assist businesses in hiring
people with an opioid use disorder. Dr. Terry Welsh,
Chief Medical Officer at the bureau, stated that
although the organization usually focuses on workplace
injury, it intends to look more extensively at the health
of the workforce. The program's efforts include
providing money to companies for ongoing drug
testing and offering management training for
supervisors who would be working with opioiddependent individuals. The bureau has reserved $5
million over two years for the program. Welsh hopes
that the program will help the organization understand
the impact of the opioid crisis on businesses.

Roth, Clare. Bureau Of Workers Compensation
Launches Pilot Program To Address Opioid Epidemic.
(2018,
September
12).
Retrieved
from
http://radio.wosu.org/post/bureau-workerscompensation-launches-pilot-program-addressopioid-epidemic#stream/0
RAND Corporation Center Seeks Deeper Dive into
Opioid Policy Effectiveness
RAND has established a new research center to
uncover insights on the effectiveness of various policy
© 2018 Lumina Analytics, LLC. No claim to original U.S. Government Works or cited materials.

initiatives for tackling the opioid crisis. RAND’s Opioid
Policy Tools and Information Center will create
methods to assess the impact of individual policies
when a state implements multiple opioid-fighting
strategies at the same time. Researchers at the center
will also work to explain why some policies work well in
certain communities, but not others. According to the
center director, Bradley Stein, combating the opioid
crisis requires helping decision-makers identify the
most effective policies and conducive circumstances.
Stein stated that this would involve identifying
ineffective policies and well-intentioned policies that
may produce unintended, negative consequences.
Finally, the new center will develop a simulation tool to
aid opioid policy researchers in reaching the goals.

Enos, Gary A. (2018, September 12). RAND center seeks
deeper dive into opioid policy effectiveness. Retrieved
from
https://www.behavioral.net/newsitem/policy/rand-center-seeks-deeper-dive-opioidpolicy-effectiveness
States Watching Illinois' Use of Marijuana to Fight
Opioid Crisis
In response to studies suggesting that access to
medical marijuana reduces opioid use, Illinois now
permits doctors to prescribe marijuana in place of
opiates. Some policy experts believe that medical
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marijuana may be an effective tool to combat the
growing opioid crisis. According to Chris Lindsey, Senior
Legal Counsel for the Marijuana Policy Project, states
where cannabis use is legal register fewer opioid
overdose deaths. However, Illinois is the first state to
give doctors the right to choose between prescribing
opiates and prescribing cannabis. However, some
researchers believe that while replacing opiates with
cannabis is useful, it is only a temporary solution to the
opioid epidemic.

Higgins, Jessie. (2018, September 14). States watching
Illinois' use of marijuana to fight opioid crisis. Retrieved
from
https://www.upi.com/States-watching-Illinoisuse-of-marijuana-to-fight-opioidcrisis/3711536870575/
Vermont Delegation Announces More Than $200,000 in
Grants to Help Address Opioid Crisis in Vermont
Vermont’s congressional delegation announced that
the United States Department of Agriculture (“USDA”)
Rural Development has awarded four grants totaling
$204,200 to address the opioid epidemic in Vermont.
According to Senator Patrick Leahy (D-Vermont),
Senator
Bernie
Sanders
(I-Vermont),
and
Representative Peter Welch, Vermonters have been
affected by the opioid epidemic across the state and
while they have made progress, there is more work to
© 2018 Lumina Analytics, LLC. No claim to original U.S. Government Works or cited materials.

be done. These federal grants will be especially critical
in helping Vermonters access treatment and succeed in
recovery. Funds from the grant were distributed to
several nonprofit organizations and treatment facilities,
including Groundworks Collaborative and Recovery
House. Contributions were also awarded to The Town
of St. Johnsbury Police Station and the Vermont
Committee for A.I.D.S. Resources, Education, and
Services in Burlington.

Vermont Delegation Announces More Than $200,000 in
Grants to Help Address Opioid Crisis in Vermont. (2018,
September
14).
Retrieved
from
https://www.sanders.senate.gov/newsroom/pressreleases/vermont-delegation-announces-more-than200000-in-grants-to-help-address-opioid-crisis-invermont
Ending the Opioid Epidemic
According to Ohio Senator, Sherrod Brown, the Senate
will soon pass a legislative package to tackle the opioid
crisis. Senator Brown reported that he worked with
Senator Capito of West Virginia to include important
provisions to support Ohio efforts. According to
Senator Brown, the legislation covers a bipartisan bill to
support organizations like Brigid’s Path in Dayton that
treat babies born with neonatal abstinence syndrome
(“NAS”). NAS results from the use of opioids or other
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addictive substances during pregnancy and the
condition is becoming increasingly challenging for
families and health care providers in Ohio to handle.
According to recent studies, the number of NAS cases
has tripled over the past decade. Other bills included in
the legislation are provisions to address workforce
challenges resulting from opioid misuse and support
recovering Ohioans with job opportunities to sustain
their recovery.

Ending the opioid epidemic. (2018, September 15).
Retrieved
from
https://www.dailycall.com/opinion/columns/46262/en
ding-the-opioid-epidemic
As Opioid Death Toll Worsens, California Doctors Will
Soon Be Required to Perform Database Checks
A new Californian law will require doctors to consult the
Controlled Substance Utilization Review and Evaluation
System (“CURES”) database in October 2018. Senator
Ricardo Lara, who drafted the legislation in 2015, said
that California created the first system to track
prescriptions of the most potent painkillers, but soon
fell behind as the opioid crisis grew. CURES would help
physicians recognize individuals who misuse opioids.
The law requires all healthcare practitioners to consult
the database before issuing new prescriptions to
patients, or once every four months, if a prescription
© 2018 Lumina Analytics, LLC. No claim to original U.S. Government Works or cited materials.

remains a part of the patient’s treatment plan.
California will be one among several states that require
prescription drug database consultation.

Davis, Kristina. (2018, September 16). As opioid death
toll worsens, California doctors will soon be required to
perform
database
checks.
Retrieved
from
http://www.latimes.com/local/lanow/la-me-drugchecks-20180916-story.html
Texas A&M Task Force Faces Opioid Epidemic Head-On
A task force consisting of various arms of the Texas
Agricultural and Medical (“A&M”) Health Science Center
are exploring solutions to the opioid epidemic.
According to the CDC, Texas had a 7.4 percent rise in
opioid overdose deaths between 2015-2016, which led
to the establishment of the Texas A&M University
Health Science Center Opioid Task Force. The team
includes representatives from various health services
and the Coastal Bend Health Education Center. Chair of
the task force, Professor Marcia Ory, said that the first
survey of Texas primary care physicians revealed that
physicians in Texas had not received training on
prescribing opioids safely or educating patients on pain
management. She added that the grants awarded to
task force projects would be used to design and test
pilot interventions for the opioid epidemic.
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Mureithi, Henry. (2018, September 16). Texas A&M task
force faces opioid epidemic head-on. Retrieved from
http://www.thebatt.com/news/texas-a-m-task-forcefaces-opioid-epidemic-head-on/article_51a07990ba28-11e8-a34a-0b85242944a9.html
Senate Approves Opioid Bill Including Toomey
Provision Addressing Post-Overdose Prescriptions
To combat the national opioid epidemic, the U.S.
Senate approved a package of wide-ranging bills. The
package includes a provision from Pennsylvania
Senator, Pat Toomey, aimed to notify doctors when a
Medicare patient survives an overdose. Under the
legislation, the federal Medicare program is required to
act after a patient suffers a non-fatal opioid overdose,
informing both the insurer and prescriber to ensure
close monitoring of the patient’s drug use. Senator
Toomey asserted that Medicare’s program for
monitoring potential overuse of prescription drugs is
under-utilized. The legislation also includes proposals
to stop fentanyl from coming across the U.S. border
through the mail.

Olson, Laura. (2018, September 17). Senate approves
opioid bill including Toomey provision addressing postoverdose
prescriptions.
Retrieved
from
http://www.mcall.com/news/nationworld/pennsylvani
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a/capitol-ideas/mc-nws-senate-toomey-opioid-bill20180917-story.html
Senate Passes Opioid Crisis Response Act
The Senate approved a legislative package of 70 bills
aimed at fighting the opioid epidemic. The package
includes incentives for the development of opioid
alternatives for pain management, ensuring the state
share data from the Prescription Drug Monitoring
Programs, requiring the FDA to provide opioids in
smaller quantities, and measures to prevent illegal
opioids from reaching the country. The Opioid Quota
Reform Act is one bill co-authored by Senators Dick
Durbin (D-Illinois) and John Kennedy (R-Louisiana)
aimed at enhancing the Drug Enforcement
Administration’s authority to set an opioid quota.

Corder, Jillian. (2018, September 17). Senate passes
Opioid Crisis Response Act. Retrieved from
http://www.kplctv.com/2018/09/18/senate-passesopioid-crisis-response-act/
Senators to Vote on Opioid Package. But Big Hurdles
Remain.
A federal government study on substance use
highlights the critical state of the opioid crisis as the
Senate prepares to vote on a legislation to address the
opioid epidemic across multiple agencies. The annual
NSDUH reveals that 11.4 million Americans over age 12
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misused opioids and 2.1 million suffered opioid use
disorders in 2017. The bills seek to increase access to
treatment, job training, and other assistance during
recovery.

Itkowitz, Colby. (2018, September 17). The Health 202:
Senators to vote on opioid package. But big hurdles
remain.
Retrieved
from
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/powerpost/pa
loma/the-health-202/2018/09/17/the-health-202senators-to-vote-on-opioid-package-but-big-hurdlesremain/5b9bd4361b326b47ec9595f7/?noredirect=on&
utm_term=.58fe3dda49c5
To Avoid Overdoses, Some Test Their Heroin Before
Taking It
An inexpensive fentanyl test strip that can help heroin
users detect deadly contaminant in their drugs is a new
tool in the fight against opioid overdoses. Sales of the
$1 strip have sharply risen as overdose prevention
programs now provide the strips to illicit drug users.
According to Catherine McGowan, Assistant Professor
at the London School of Hygiene and Tropical Medicine,
there is insufficient research on whether these tests
strips are an effective tool against the overdose
epidemic.

Stobbe, Mike. (2018, September 17). To avoid
overdoses, some test their heroin before taking it.
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Retrieved
from
https://www.sacbee.com/news/article218524480.html
FDA: Opioid Analgesic REMS Expanded to Include
Immediate-Release of Products
The FDA has expanded the REMS to include IR opioid
analgesics in outpatient settings. Extended-release and
long-acting (“ER/LA”) opioids have been subject to the
REMS since 2012. Drug companies with approved
opioid analgesics must now offer training to
prescribers as part of the REMS program. Further, drug
companies with approved opioid analgesics are
required to provide unrestricted grants to continuing
education providers. The agency expects training under
the modified REMS will be available to healthcare
providers by March 2019. With the additional IR opioid
analgesics, REMS now includes 347 opioid analgesics.

Duffy, Steve. (2018, September 18). FDA: Opioid
Analgesic REMS Expanded to Include ImmediateRelease
Products.
Retrieved
from
http://www.empr.com/news/opioid-analgesic-riskevaluation-and-mitigation-strategy-update-rems-iranalgesics/article/800868/
Hundreds of Chronic Pain Patients Oppose Opioid
Policy Change
A new proposal would end coverage for opioids for
chronic pain patients enrolled in the Oregon Health
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Plan, the state version of Medicaid. Thousands of
chronic pain patients would gradually lose access to
opioid prescriptions over a 12-month period, beginning
in 2020. The policy change has generated opposition
from chronic pain patients. Officials with the Oregon
Health Authority have already received more than 400
emails from patients and 14 from providers opposing
the proposal. The state Chronic Pain Task Force will
convene to review comments, consider refinement of
the policy, and receive additional public comments. Dr.
Dana Hargunani, Oregon Health Authority’s Chief
Medical Officer, stated that the proposal seeks to
reduce the risk of addiction and overdose among
chronic pain patients.

Achen, Paris. (2018, September 18). Hundreds of
chronic pain patients oppose opioid policy change.
Retrieved
from
http://www.dailyastorian.com/da/capitalbureau/20180917/hundreds-of-chronic-pain-patientsoppose-opioid-policy-change
The Crucial Link Between Drug Policy and HIV Rates
According to the federal SAMHSA, between 1,100 and
1,200 opioid treatment programs (“OPTs”) were
operating at any given time from 2003 to 2012. These
centers offered services, such as methadone
maintenance therapy, to patients suffering from opioid
© 2018 Lumina Analytics, LLC. No claim to original U.S. Government Works or cited materials.

use disorder. As the opioid epidemic escalated, the
number of OPTs began to spike. Lawmakers and
politicians are now calling for additional treatment
options for people who inject drugs (“PWID”). The
changing attitudes toward drug use may have another
correlated consequence that is less discussed: the
transmission of HIV among PWID. There is compelling
evidence that the government’s attitude toward drug
use affects HIV rates, as case studies suggest that a
therapy-first approach could significantly lower HIV
transmission rates among PWID.

Kaltwasser, Jared. (2018, September 18). The Crucial
Link Between Drug Policy and HIV Rates. Retrieved from
https://www.mdmag.com/medical-news/the-cruciallink-between-drug-policy-and-hiv-rates
Federal Agency Awards Indiana $25M to Fight Opioid
Crisis
Federal agencies awarded over $25 million to the state
of Indiana to combat the opioid epidemic through
improving treatment access and recovery services. In
particular, $18 million of the awarded funds will finance
several initiatives, two of which aim to reduce drug
overdose deaths and improve access to medications
approved the FDA for treating opioid addiction. The
remaining $7 million, administered through the Health
Resources and Services Administration (“HRSA”) is
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allocated to 26 HRSA-funded community health
centers, academic institutions, and rural organizations
to further expand access to integrated treatment and
mental health services.

How Medicaid programs can help end the opioid
epidemic. (2018, September 19). Retrieved from
https://wire.ama-assn.org/delivering-care/howmedicaid-programs-can-help-end-opioid-epidemic

Federal
agency
awards
Indiana
$25M
to
fight opioid crisis. (2018, September 19). Retrieved
from https://fox59.com/2018/09/19/federal-agencyawards-indiana-25m-to-fight-opioid-crisis/

New Hampshire Gets First Half of Funding for Opioid
Crisis
The federal government awarded New Hampshire
$45.8 million, the first installment of grants allocated to
tackle the opioid epidemic. The SAMHSA presented the
state with $22.98 million toward creating a regional hub
system to rehabilitate recovering opioid misusers. Nine
hubs around the state will be launched to streamline
and coordinate services while the state collects data to
determine the effectiveness of the programs.

How Medicaid Programs Can Help End the Opioid
Epidemic
Medicaid can serve as an effective, efficient, and lifesaving resource for patients living with opioid use
disorder (“OUD”). However, in many states, the
program represents many missed opportunities. The
American Medical Association (“AMA”) is working at the
federal and state levels to promote recovery for roughly
2 million adults with OUD. According to the CDC, opioid
overdose deaths rose by 10 percent last year. Patrice A.
Harris, MD, Chair of the AMA Opioid Task Force,
reported that research confirms that MedicationAssisted Treatment (MAT) helps people stay in recovery
longer and saves lives. Dr. Harris said that new figures
from the CDC underscore the fact that opioid epidemic
will not be reversed until the issues and stigmas
associated with opioid misuse are solved.
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New
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funding
for opioid crisis. (2018, September 19). Retrieved
from http://www.hastingstribune.com/newhampshire-gets-first-half-of-funding-for-opioidcrisis/article_cdd8a35e-5196-5824-9f2f3f8d9508143d.html
Arizona to Receive a $20 Million Grant to Help Fight
Opioid Epidemic
The Department of Health and Human Services (“HHS”)
in conjunction with the SAMHSA, awarded the state of
Arizona a $20 million grant to fight the opioid epidemic.
The funds were the first installment of a two-year
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program aimed at addressing the opioid crisis. In
September, Governor Doug Ducey declared a
Prescription Opioid and Heroin Epidemic Awareness
Week to highlight the dangers of prescription and nonprescription opioids. Governor Ducey stated that the
Arizona Health Care Cost Containment System
("AHCCCS") will administer the funds to multiple
partners and agencies across the state to target specific
initiatives.

Arizona to receive a $20 million grant to help fight
opioid epidemic. (2018, September 20). Retrieved from
http://ktar.com/story/2226581/arizona-receive-20million-grant-help-fight-opioid-epidemic/
Federal Funding Is Coming to Ohio
The Department of Health and Human Services
("HHS") announced a grant of $71 million to help the
state of Ohio fight the opioid epidemic. The funding
supports HHS's five-point plan to battle the epidemic,
including better addiction prevention, treatment, and
recovery services; better data; better pain
management; better targeting of overdose-reversing
drugs; and better research. The HHS will allocate $55
million to make drugs like Vivitrol more accessible
across the state.

Henry, Allen. Father fighting on front lines of opioid
crisis happy federal funding is coming to Ohio. (2018,
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September
20).
Retrieved
from https://abc22now.com/news/local/fatherfighting-on-front-lines-of-opioid-crisis-happy-federalfunding-is-coming-to-ohio
Feds Give Oregon $16 Million to Fight Opioid Epidemic
The federal government is granting $16 million to
Oregon to fight the opioid epidemic. The fund is part of
a $1 billion grant distributed nationwide for
medication, treatment, and prevention. A total of $8.3
million from the Health Resources and Services
Administration ("HRSA") will be distributed to 30
community health centers, county health departments,
and rural organizations to expand access to services for
patients suffering from opioid use disorder and mental
health issues. Furthermore, $7.9 million from the
SAMHSA will be used to provide medication for
treatment and prevent overdose deaths.

Terry, Lynne. (2018, September 20). Feds Give Oregon
$16 Million To Fight Opioid Epidemic. Retrieved from
https://www.thelundreport.org/content/feds-giveoregon-16-million-fight-opioid-epidemic
Surgeon General Jerome Adams Spotlights Opioid
Epidemic in New Report: 3 Things to Know
In the report published on September 20, 'Facing
Addiction in America: The Surgeon General's Spotlight
on Opioids,' U.S. Surgeon General Jerome Adams, MD,
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said Americans must change the way they discuss and
perceive the opioid epidemic and addiction. Dr. Adams
emphasized the need for a cultural shift in the nation's
perception of the opioid epidemic. He also highlighted
steps to help in the prevention and treatment of opioid
misuse. The report includes new data on the
prevalence of substance misuse, opioid use disorder,
and overdoses. According to the report, only 53 percent
of the public consider the epidemic a pressing concern.

Cook, Harrison. (2018, September 20). Surgeon General
Jerome Adams spotlights opioid epidemic in new
report: 3 things to know. Retrieved from
https://www.beckershospitalreview.com/opioids/surge
on-general-jerome-adams-spotlights-opioid-epidemicin-new-report-3-things-to-know.html
Walden and Burgess on $1 Billion in Grants to Combat
the Opioid Crisis
The Department of Health and Human Services (“HHS”)
announced over $1 billion in nationwide grants
awarded to combat the opioid crisis. These grants will
be administered by the SAMHSA, the Health Resources
and Services Administration (“HRSA”), and the CDC.

Walden and Burgess on $1 Billion in Grants to Combat
the Opioid Crisis. (2018, September 20). Retrieved from
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release/walden-and-burgess-on-1-billion-in-grants-tocombat-the-opioid-crisis/
Center Receives $1.5M Grant to Fight Opioid Crisis
Twenty-seven residents have died of suspected
overdose deaths in Sussex County, New Jersey this
year. To help fight against the drug epidemic, the
SAMHSA awarded $1.5 million grant, to be disbursed
over the next three years, to the Center for Prevention
and Counseling. The center will receive $524,670 per
year. Becky Carlson, Executive Director of the Center for
Prevention and Counseling, said that the grant will
allow for more effective use of tools like medicationassisted treatment (“MAT”) and staff expansion, to
better save lives and offer patients in New Jersey the
best chance of recovery. The center estimates that it
will be able to help 500 new individuals during the next
three years with the grant. Further, the center plans to
integrate telemedicine to reduce communication
barriers during treatment.

Miller, Jennifer Jean. (2018, September 21). Center
receives $1.5M grant to fight opioid crisis. Retrieved
from http://www.njherald.com/20180923/centerreceives-15m-grant-to-fight-opioid-crisis
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Connecticut Receives $20 Million to Fight Opioid
Epidemic
Connecticut is receiving over $20 million in federal
funding to combat the opioid epidemic. The state plans
to purchase 10,000 doses of Narcan the drug used in
emergencies to reverse the effects of an opioid
overdose. Connecticut Senator, Richard Blumenthal
stated that he keeps the drug in his car in the event that
he encounters an accidental overdose and
recommends that others do the same. The funding will
serve to improve access to medication-assisted
treatment and hire recovery coaches in Connecticut's
major cities, including in shelters. Officials also plan to
allocate some of the funds to the Department of
Correction to assist inmates with opioid use disorders
both before and after release.

Schiaparelli, Eliot. (2018, September 21). Connecticut
Receives $20 Million to Fight Opioid Epidemic.
Retrieved
from
http://www.wfuv.org/content/connecticut-receives-20million-fight-opioid-epidemic
Maryland Granted $66 Million in Federal Funds to
Tackle Opioid Epidemic
The federal government has granted the state of
Maryland $66 million to tackle the opioid epidemic. The
funds will be used in adolescent education and
© 2018 Lumina Analytics, LLC. No claim to original U.S. Government Works or cited materials.

treatment services, screening, expansion of crisis
services, distribution of naloxone to localities, and
more. According to the Maryland Health Department,
the grant will be disbursed over two years.

Cohn, Meredith. (2018, September 21). Maryland
granted $66 million in federal funds to tackle opioid
epidemic.
Retrieved
from
http://www.baltimoresun.com/health/bs-hs-federalgrant-for-opioids-20180921-story.html
Murphy Administration Awarded $30.6 Million to Fight
Opioid Crisis
New Jersey will receive three federal grants totaling
$30.6 million to fight the opioid crisis. The funds will
cover initiatives to prevent drug overdoses and expand
treatment and recovery services. Governor Phil Murphy
said that the state is working diligently to develop and
implement data-driven strategies that will offer new
treatment alternatives for individuals struggling with
opioid use disorder. Governor Murphy has also
committed $100 million in state resources to tackle the
opioid epidemic through a strategic, coordinated multiagency effort. The fund will improve outpatient
treatment, enhance real-time data collection, and
identify risk factors and social supports to aid recovery.

Cahill, Frank. (2018, September 21). Murphy
Administration Awarded $30.6 Million To Fight Opioid
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Crisis.
Retrieved
from
http://parsippanyfocus.com/2018/09/21/murphyadministration-awarded-30-6-million-to-fight-opioidcrisis/
State to Receive $29 Million to Fight Opioid Crisis
The SAMHSA, a branch of the United States Department
of Health and Human Services (“HHS”) awarded the
Illinois Department of Human Services nearly $29
million in federal funding to fight the opioid crisis.
Governor Bruce Rauner stated that the funds will
ensure the state achieves its goals and objectives for
the opioid action plan and the Governor’s Opioid
Overdose Prevention and Intervention Task Force.

State to receive $29 million to fight opioid crisis. (2018,
September
21).
Retrieved
from
http://www.mywebtimes.com/2018/09/21/state-toreceive-29-million-to-fight-opioid-crisis/ar9wex8/
China's Fentanyl Exports Targeted in Bipartisan Opioid
Bill
The United States Senate passed The Blocking Deadly
Fentanyl Imports Act, a bipartisan bill aimed at curbing
the
nation’s
crippling
opioid
epidemic.
The Act, supported by Senator Pat Toomey of
Pennsylvania and Senator Doug Jones of Alabama,
requires the State Department to identify major
fentanyl-producing nations in its annual report on
© 2018 Lumina Analytics, LLC. No claim to original U.S. Government Works or cited materials.

narcotics trafficking. Fentanyl is a synthetic opioid pain
reliever approved to treat severe pain, typically in
advanced cancer patients. However, according to the
CDC, most recent cases of fentanyl-related harm,
overdose, and death are linked to illegally developed
forms of the drug, sold by unauthorized vendors. Often,
the drug is mixed with heroin or cocaine with or without
the user’s knowledge. Under the Act, fentanylproducing nations would lose access to the ExportImport Bank and become ineligible for other United
States taxpayer-subsidized aid if the country fails to
cooperate with United States authorities.

Hein, Alexandria. (2018, September 23). China's
fentanyl exports targeted in bipartisan opioid bill.
Retrieved
from http://www.foxnews.com/health/2018/09/24/chi
nas-fentanyl-exports-targeted-in-bipartisan-opioidbill.html
Connecticut Receiving $20 Million to Combat Opioid
Epidemic
The state of Connecticut will receive over $20 million
from the federal government to enhance its efforts in
fighting the opioid epidemic. Governor Dannel P.
Malloy said that there will be two $11 million grants
distributed over two years from the SAMHSA.
Connecticut's Department of Mental Health and
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Addiction Services ("DMHAS") plans to use the funds to
support various initiatives, including increasing the
number of hospital emergency departments with
access to on-call recovery coaches and purchasing
10,000 doses of naloxone to help reverse opioid
overdoses.

Connecticut
receiving
$20
million
to
combat opioid epidemic. (2018, September 23).
Retrieved
from https://www.fresnobee.com/news/article218898
370.html
West Virginia Lawmakers Pass Bills to Take on State
Opioid Crisis
West Virginia state lawmakers passed a number of bills
in the past two legislative sessions to tackle the state’s
opioid crisis. The bills focus on law enforcement,
prevention, treatment, and education. The House of
Delegates passed HB-220, which increases state
penalties for conviction of illegal drug distribution and
sale. Surrounding treatment, West Virginia adopted law
B-40, which requires private insurance companies to
cover six months of in-patient substance misuse
treatment. Additionally, the state legislature passed a
bill to increase the supply of the anti-overdose drug,
naloxone, for counties across the state. The bill also
requires local responders who administer naloxone to
© 2018 Lumina Analytics, LLC. No claim to original U.S. Government Works or cited materials.

encourage opioid overdose victims seek treatment. To
address drug education, the House of Delegates
passed HB 2195, which requires all public schools K-12
to implement a comprehensive drug awareness and
prevention program by the 2019-2020 school year.

McConville, Jim. (2018, September 23). W.Va.
lawmakers pass bills to take on state opioid crisis.
Retrieved
from http://www.journalnews.net/news/local-news/2018/09/w-va-lawmakerspass-bills-to-take-on-state-opioid-crisis/
Cuomo Signs Legislation to Further Combat Opioid
Epidemic
New York Governor, Andrew Cuomo, signed legislation
to further fight opioid misuse. The new bill adds acute
pain management to the list of medical conditions
eligible for treatment using medical marijuana. The bill
would also permit treatment providers to recommend
medical marijuana to patients as a pain management
alternative to opioids. Governor Cuomo said that
adding these conditions to the list will reduce the risk
of opioid dependency and provide relief to patients.

Cuomo
signs
legislation
to
further
combat opioid epidemic. (2018, September 24).
Retrieved from https://www.whec.com/news/cuomosigns-legislation-to-further-combat-opioid-epidemic/5082815/
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Louisiana Department of Health Receives Grant to Fight
Opioid Epidemic
The Louisiana Department of Health received a $24
million grant from the CDC and HHS to combat the
opioid epidemic. Officials plan to utilize the funds to
expand treatment options and reach people suffering
from opioid use disorder in Louisiana's rural areas.

Carr, Crystal. (2018, September 24). Louisiana
Department of Health receives grant to fight opioid
epidemic
Retrieved
from https://www.wdsu.com/article/louisianadepartment-of-health-receives-grant-to-fight-opioidepidemic/23410781
Virginia Awarded $16 Million Grant to Fight Opioid
Crisis
Virginia Governor, Ralph Northam, announced that the
state will receive a $15,809,989 grant to fight the
continuing opioid crisis. The money is part of a State
Opioid Response grant provided by the SAMHSA.
Governor Northam stated that the grant will ensure
treatment and support services are available to all
regions of the Commonwealth. In addressing the opioid
epidemic, the Commonwealth has implemented
measures, such as increasing access to naloxone,
revising regulations on opioid prescriptions, and
changing the Prescription Drug Monitoring Program.
© 2018 Lumina Analytics, LLC. No claim to original U.S. Government Works or cited materials.

The funds will be used to support efforts organized by
Virginia’s Community Services Boards (“CSB”) and
distributed locally. Further, the grant will allow the
Virginia Higher Education Collaborative to collaborate
with the CSB. With the addition of the new grant,
Virginia has now received $35,334,653 from the
SAMHSA over the past three years to battle the opioid
crisis.

Koontz, Katherine. (2018, September 24). Virginia
awarded $16 million grant to fight opioid crisis.
Retrieved from https://wtvr.com/2018/09/24/opioidcrisis-grant/
DEA Releases Strategy to Combat Opioid Epidemic in
Baltimore
The Drug Enforcement Administration (“DEA”) released
a new strategy to combat the opioid epidemic called
DEA 360 in Baltimore, Maryland. Experts in law
enforcement, government, and health met to discuss
the opioid crisis. Officials said that 36 percent of young
adult deaths in Maryland are opioid-related, compared
to 20 percent nationwide. Don Hibbert, Assistant
Special Agent in charge of the DEA's Baltimore district
office, said that the team had intercepted an internet
network, a counterfeit pill operation where fentanyl
was among the confiscated items.
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Amara, Kate. (2018, September 26). DEA releases
strategy to combat opioid epidemic in Baltimore.
Retrieved from https://www.wbaltv.com/article/deareleases-strategy-to-combat-opioid-epidemic-inbaltimore/23480297
DHS Receives $24 Million for Opioid Crisis Response
The Wisconsin Department of Health Services (“DHS”)
received $24 million for tackling the opioid crisis. The
two-year federal grant will be used in projects
supported by the Governor’s Task Force on Opioid
Abuse. The projects aim to expand medication-assisted
treatment and reduce non-medical use of opioids and
overdose-related deaths. Wisconsin Governor, Scott
Walker, has signed thirty bills into law to address the
opioid crisis.

DHS Receives $24 Million for Opioid Crisis Response.
(2018,
September
26).
Retrieved
from http://www.kfiz.com/local-news/dhs-receives-24million-for-opioid-crisis-response
Florida Awarded More Than $50 Million to Fight
National Opioid Crisis
The Florida Department of Children and Families
(“DCF”) received more than $50 million from the federal
government to provide treatment services and
recovery support for individuals suffering from opioid
dependency. Florida Governor, Rick Scott, directed the
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DCF to utilize the new grant to increase access to
medication-assisted treatment (“MAT”), reduce opioidrelated deaths, and equip professionals with tools to
combat the opioid epidemic in Florida.

Florida Awarded More Than $50 Million to Fight
National Opioid Crisis. (2018, September 26). Retrieved
from https://www.floridatrend.com/article/25486/flori
da-awarded-more-than-50-million-to-fight-nationalopioid-crisis
How Digital Technology Could Fight the Opioid Crisis
Christi Shaw, Senior Vice President of Eli Lilly and
President of Eli Lilly’s Bio-Medicines unit, said that a
combination of innovation in digital health and
effective medicine can help America battle the opioid
epidemic. During the Fortune Brainstorm Reinvent
conference in Chicago, Illinois, she referred to the
various kinds of chronic pain suffered by millions of
Americans due to migraines, arthritis, and other
persistent, day-to-day aches. According to Shaw, there
are several ways that the power of digital health
technology, such as using biometric and activity
trackers, can alleviate these conditions. Shaw further
mentioned that algorithms can be used to predict
migraines and that such innovation can be particularly
effective in conjunction with next-generation pain
medicines.
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Mukherjee, SY. (2018, September 26). How Digital
Health Could Transform the Fight Against the Opioid
Crisis.
Retrieved
from http://fortune.com/2018/09/26/opioid-crisisdigital-health/
Governor Wolf Details Plans for $55.9 Million Grant to
Fight Opioid Epidemic
Pennsylvania Governor, Tom Wolf, announced plans to
implement a $55.9 million federal SAMHSA grant
secured for the state’s response to the opioid epidemic.
The funds will be used for prevention, treatment,
recovery, education, and training initiatives. The
Department of Drug and Alcohol Programs (“DDAP”),
along with Office of the Governor and other state
agencies, will implement and track each initiative. The
plan outlines housing support and assistance, criminal
justice and law enforcement initiatives with a focus on
re-entrant support, prevention, and workforce
development strategies as targets. The grant will assist
individuals with opioid use disorder in need of
supportive housing. It will also allow medicationassisted treatments for re-entrants and increase
community policing in areas severely affected by drug
trafficking.

Gov. Wolf details plans for $55.9 million grant to fight
opioid epidemic. (2018, September 27). Retrieved from
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http://www.wfmz.com/news/pennsylvania/gov-wolfdetails-plans-for-559-million-grant-to-fight-opioidepidemic/800424881
Peer Counselors Seen as Key to Fighting Opioid
Epidemic
First responders and experts convened in Nashua, New
Hampshire, to discuss the role of peer counselors in the
state's opioid crisis. Officials said that the crisis has
shown the need for services such as peer-to-peer
counseling. Health experts agreed that the experiences
of people who recovered from opioid use disorder are
invaluable in helping those in recovery. Many peer
counselors become certified recovery support workers
and are often the first contact to individuals enrolled in
treatment programs. In less than two years, opioid
treatment and recovery programs in Nashua have
helped more than 2,000 patients suffering from opioid
use disorder.

Hershberger, Andy. (2018, September 27). Peer
counselors seen as key to fighting opioid epidemic.
Retrieved from https://www.wmur.com/article/peercounselors-seen-as-key-to-fighting-opioidepidemic/23498790
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House Passes Sinema-Backed Provisions to Fight
Opioid Epidemic
The United States House of Representatives passed the
PASS Act to combat the opioid crisis. Arizona
Congresswoman, Kyrsten Sinema, co-sponsored the
PASS Act to reduce overprescribing of opioids, provide
doctors with more tools and information to protect
their patients, eradicate the flood of opioids into
Arizona communities, and help seniors fight opioid
dependency. The legislative package is now on its way
to the Senate. The bill also requires the Centers for
Medicare and Medicaid Services (“CMS”) to establish a
threshold for doctors who prescribe opioids outside
the norm for their region or specialty. The goal is to
alert doctors who are overprescribing opioid and
recommend best practices. Furthermore, the bill will
enable seniors to manage their prescriptions by
expanding the Medication Therapy Management
(“MTM”) program to include Medicare beneficiaries. The
MTM program provides counseling to help reduce the
risk of substance misuse.

House Passes Sinema-Backed Provisions to Fight
Opioid Epidemic. (2018, September 28). Retrieved from
https://sinema.house.gov/latest-news/house-passessinemabacked-provisions-to-fight-opioid-epidemic/
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FAIR Health Releases State-By-State Visualizations of
Opioid Misuse and Dependence
FAIR Health has released an online interactive heat map
showing new findings on opioid misuse, dependence
diagnoses, and related procedures for all 50 states and
the District of Columbia. FAIR Health created the visuals
using a database of more than 26 billion privately billed
medical and dental claim records from 2002. The
innovative display presents a snapshot of the opioid
crisis across the nation.

FAIR Health releases state-by-state visualizations of
opioid abuse and dependence. (2018, September 30).
Retrieved
from
https://www.eurekalert.org/pub_releases/2018-09/fhfhr092518.php
Fentanyl-Related Deaths on the Rise in Ohio
According to the Ohio Department of Health, while
deaths related to prescription opioids and heroin are
declining in Ohio, fentanyl-related deaths increased in
2017. The 2017 annual drug overdose report shows an
eight-year low in prescription opioid deaths and a fouryear low in heroin deaths in Ohio. According to
Prosecuting Attorney, Brigham Anderson, and Coroner,
Ben Mack, there was a similar report in Lawrence
County. Anderson said that most drug overdoses are
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related to fentanyl mixed with cocaine, crystal meth, or
heroin, with a total of 4,854 overdose deaths in 2017.

ng-the-opioid-crisis/article_1073e8b9-4640-5b54-9da193fb829803a0.html

Malloy, David E. (2018, September 30). Fentanyl-related
deaths on the rise in Ohio. Retrieved from
http://www.heralddispatch.com/news/ohio_news/fentanyl-relateddeaths-on-the-rise-in-ohio/article_eda33fb3-a15c-55f7ada5-d7d48d103610.html

Oklahoma Entities to Receive Nearly $6 Million to
Combat Opioid Crisis
The United States Department of Justice awarded $6
million to Oklahoma organizations to fight the opioid
crisis. The funds are part of a nationwide grant worth
$320 million. The Oklahoma Department of Mental
Health and Substance Abuse Services will receive $1
million for family drug court research and evaluation
program and $889,229 to enhance existing family drug
courts. The organization will also receive $600,000 for
new family drug courts and $485,786 for statewide
drug courts. Other grant allocations include funds for
the prescription drug monitoring program of the
Oklahoma Bureau of Narcotics and Dangerous Drugs
Control, $943,088 to the Muscogee Nation for public
safety, behavior health, and public health information
sharing partnerships, and $750,000 to the Legal Aid
Services of Oklahoma for programs to help youths
impacted by the opioid crisis. Furthermore, Cleveland
County will be disbursed remainder of the funds for its
adult and veterans drug courts.

Solving the Opioid Crisis?
The United States House of Representatives passed the
SUPPORT for Patients and Communities Act. According
to Congressman, Morgan Griffith, the Act is a bipartisan
bill that takes a comprehensive approach to the opioid
epidemic. It aims to treat addiction, gather data, fight
illegal substances, and develop non-addictive
painkillers. Griffith said that the bill would be helpful for
medical professionals, public health officials,
counselors, law enforcement officers, and all who are
working in the communities to solve the opioid crisis.
The SUPPORT for Patients and Communities Act is the
result of a bipartisan agreement between the House of
Representatives and the Senate.

Rice, Emily. (2018, October 1). Solving the opioid crisis?.
Retrieved
from http://www.bdtonline.com/news/local_news/solvi
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from https://newsok.com/article/5610268/oklahomaentities-to-receive-nearly-6-million-to-combat-opioidcrisis
Penn State Launches New Consortium to Combat the
Opioid Crisis
While Pennsylvania is one of the states with the highest
overdose deaths in the country, a new initiative called
The Penn State Consortium to Combat Substance
Abuse (“CCSA”) is convening experts to combat the
crisis through data-driven, evidence-based innovation.
CCSA will utilize the expertise of researchers,
educators, and practitioners across Pennsylvania. The
group plans to develop and implement effective
programs, policies, and practices to prevent and treat
opioid misuse and address its effects on children,
families, and communities. The CCSA will provide seedgrant for new interdisciplinary teams aimed at fighting
substance misuse and sponsor an annual conference
to bring together experts from across the nation.

Garrett, Michael Martin. (2018, October 02). Penn State
launches new consortium to combat the opioid crisis.
Retrieved
from https://news.psu.edu/story/539359/2018/10/02/i
mpact/penn-state-launches-new-consortium-combatopioid-crisis

© 2018 Lumina Analytics, LLC. No claim to original U.S. Government Works or cited materials.

Senate Passes Bill That Could Help NH Fight Opioid
Crisis
The United States Senate passed a bipartisan bill to
help New Hampshire fight the opioid crisis. The new
legislation prioritizes funding for opioid treatment and
recovery within the state and supports law
enforcement in combating the crisis. Keith Howard,
Executive Director of Hope for New Hampshire
Recovery, stated that the bill is a good first step, and
encouraged everyone to support individuals in
recovery.

Leclerc, Cherise. (2018, October 3). Senate passes bill
that could help NH fight opioid crisis. Retrieved
from https://www.wmur.com/article/senate-passesbill-that-would-help-nh-fight-opioid-crisis/23588543
At-Risk Teens and Young Adults Overlooked During
Opioid Crisis
According to a study presented at IDWeek 2018, teens
and young adults who have injected drugs are at risk of
contracting hepatitis C. The survey of more than
250,000 at-risk youth found that only one-third of those
with diagnosed opioid use disorder tested for hepatitis
C. This study is the first to examine opioid use and
hepatitis C testing among at-risk youths. Results of the
study suggest that current guidelines only recommend
testing those with known injected drug use or other risk
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factors and underestimate the number of individuals
who are at risk of hepatitis C. Researchers found those
most likely to be tested for hepatitis C were African
American youths, those with any substance use
disorder, and those from 19 to 21 years old.

At-risk teens and young adults overlooked during
opioid crisis. (2018, October 4). Retrieved from
https://medicalxpress.com/news/2018-10-at-riskteens-young-adults-overlooked.html
Colorado Receives $6.2M in Grants to Combat Opioid
Crisis
The Department of Justice (“DOJ”) and the United States
Attorney’s Office announced that over $6 million will be
awarded to Colorado, as part of National Substance
Abuse Prevention Month, to help combat the opioid
crisis. According to the press release, the funds will
support the Colorado United States Attorney’s Office’s
comprehensive approach to fighting illegally dispensed
prescription drugs. Furthermore, the office created an
internal Opioid Initiative Working Group, which
includes attorneys and staff members from the
criminal and civil divisions. The Opioid Initiative
Working Group focuses on collecting and analyzing
data to identify patterns of overprescribing and drug
diversion as well as prosecuting prescribers and
pharmacies involved.
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Colorado receives $6.2M in grants to combat opioid
crisis.
(2018,
October
4).
Retrieved
from
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Congress Takes Aim at Opioid Crisis with Telehealth
Expansion
The SUPPORT for Patients and Communities Act (H.R. 6)
passed by Congress will significantly upgrade
Telehealth and Telemedicine programs for treating
patients struggling with substance misuse. Joel White,
Executive Director of Health IT Now’s Opioid Safety
Alliance, stated in a press release that the final passage
of the Act marks a significant step in the fight to combat
the opioid crisis. The bill also includes funding to train
health care professionals on Project Extension for
Community Health Outcomes (“ECHO”), a care model
for providers to meet regularly through a telehealth
platform to learn from specialists and share challenges
in treating patients suffering from opioid use disorder.

Wicklund, Eric. (2018, October 4). Congress Takes Aim
at Opioid Crisis With Telehealth Expansion. Retrieved
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Do Not Blame Obamacare for the Opioid Crisis
A new report released in September by the University
of Pennsylvania shows that Medicaid expansion under
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Obamacare led to reductions in drug overdose deaths.
The lead researcher of the study, Dr. Atheendar
Venkataramani, stated that the results should provide
reassurance to policymakers. Researchers examined
drug overdose death data from 1998-2008, obtained
from the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention,
and compared states that expanded Medicaid in 20012002 with the states that did not expand Medicaid. By
2008, the expansion states had 17 fewer deaths per
100,000 people. Overall, drug overdose deaths were
nearly 20 percent lower in the expansion states than
they would have been without Medicaid expansion.

Don't Blame Obamacare for the Opioid Crisis: Study.
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Retrieved
from
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Opioid Addiction Treatment Options Expanded
The revised “SUPPORT for Patients and Communities
Act” increases treatment options for Medicaid
beneficiaries suffering from substance use disorder
(“SUD”). The Act will provide state Medicaid programs
the option to cover SUD treatment in some Institutions
for Mental Diseases (“IMD”) for Medicaid beneficiaries
between the ages of 21 and 64. The exception to the
“IMD Exclusion,” known as the “IMD CARE Act,” will be in
© 2018 Lumina Analytics, LLC. No claim to original U.S. Government Works or cited materials.

place for fiscal years 2019 through 2023. The IMD
Exclusion prevented states from receiving any Medicaid
payments for offering care or services to IMD patients
below 65 years of age. The bill expands the exception
to beneficiaries suffering from SUD and will allow states
to receive Medicaid funding for IMD treatment for SUD
without obtaining a waiver.

Final Opioid Legislation Expands Treatment Options for
Medicaid Beneficiaries with Substance Use Disorder.
(2018,
October
5).
Retrieved
from
https://www.natlawreview.com/article/final-opioidlegislation-expands-treatment-options-medicaidbeneficiaries-substance
Hofmeister Announces Funding for Programs
Oklahoma State Superintendent of Public Instruction,
Joy Hofmeister, announced that the Oklahoma State
Department of Education has received three federal
grants totaling $12.5 million to support districts in
meeting needs of students suffering from mental
health problems. The United States Department of
Health and Human Services (“HHS”) awarded $8.6
million to three Oklahoma districts over a five-year
period for prevention, intervention, and treatment
services. The other two grants are the School Climate
Transformation Grant, funded through the United
States Department of Education (“DOE”), and the
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Oklahoma Prevention and Mental Health Project,
sponsored by the United States Department of Justice
("DOJ") grant. The grants will provide opioid
dependency prevention training and implement
prevention curriculum, health insurance campaigns,
mental health awareness and training for teachers.
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October 07). Retrieved from http://www.examinerenterprise.com/news/20181007/hofmeisterannounces-funding-for-programs
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Appendix A: Mission
LISA Overview
Mission LISA is a data aggregation project surrounding
the opioid crisis in America. The objective of the project
is to leverage publicly available data to fill knowledge
gaps relevant to opioid addiction prevention,
treatment, and interdiction. Intelligence developed
through Mission LISA is used to publish
recommendations for policy changes, addiction
treatment pathways, and prescription protocols based
on the most timely and relevant predictive indicators of
addiction and mortality risk.
Early stage outcomes on addiction and mortality
caused by prescription and illicit opioids are beginning
to reveal the power laws, or distributions, of addiction
and overdose—a defined set of variables and
conditions that drive the crisis. These insights are used
to direct policy and treatment recommendations
published by the Mission LISA team and its advisory
board. Analytics on nationwide treatment efficacy is
another critical area of our research. More relevant and
timely
data
increases
transparency
around
government-funded treatment programs and is useful
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for directing the allocation of funding and resources to
programs with the highest historical rates of success.
Our research illuminates contradictions in policy and
prescription protocols across physicians, hospitals, and
insurers. Insights gained through this analysis yield
data-driven policy recommendations and opportunities
to enhance and streamline opioid addiction care and
pain treatment. Through Mission LISA, we seek to
alleviate the crisis nationally by lessening instances of
opioid-induced overdose and addiction.
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Appendix B: How to
Read This Report
The Mission LISA Opioid Crisis Intelligence Report
provides discussion and analysis of key data, events,
and trends surrounding the national opioid epidemic.
Analysis draws on data observed in Lumina’s
proprietary Mission LISA data systems and published
across news media platforms over the past month. Our
analysts capture data relevant to crisis prevention,
addiction treatment, policy, and ongoing interdiction
efforts from across the Internet to pinpoint critical
developments in the national discussion.
Each report begins with an executive summary of its
contents. The executive summary is followed by a
commentary that describes current trends and analysis
drawn from ongoing Mission LISA data aggregation and
development. Finally, the report includes a collection of
relevant news articles, which have been curated for
readers by the Mission LISA staff.
The report is broken down by content category for
expedited navigation. We summarize relevant articles
to highlight important findings and insights and
underline action items derived from new intelligence.
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The purpose of this report is to inform understanding
of the national crisis and provide recommendations for
data-driven solutions to curb opioid-induced mortality
and addiction.

