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while accounting
treatment needs.

Executive Summary
This month’s report highlights content collected from
June 4 to July 8, 2018 regarding the national opioid
crisis. The report features:
•

The use of electronic prescribing to prevent
doctor shopping and drug diversion by
ensuring that prescriptions are written by a
legitimate prescriber and filled by a legitimate
pharmacy.

•

A study revealing that coverage policies from
Medicare, Medicaid, and major private
insurers missed critical opportunities to offer
patients safer and more effective pain
treatments.

•

The rising problems of patient brokering and
other
illegal,
unethical
practices
at
unregulated substance misuse treatment
facilities.

•

The lack of a consistent and transparent
protocol for addressing substance misuse
among health care personnel and providers

© 2018 Lumina Analytics, LLC. No claim to original U.S. Government Works or cited materials.
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and

•

A surge in suicide incidents in regions and
populations hit hardest by the opioid
epidemic.

•

A study reporting the increased number of
children and teens admitted to health care
facilities due to buprenorphine overdose.

•

A study suggesting that chronic opioid use
increases the risk of impaired fracture healing.

5

sought treatment for fentanyl addiction
decreased from 57 to 38.3.4

Fast Facts
•

•

•

According to a new study published in the
JAMA Network Open, a total of 1.7 million
years of life were lost to opioid overdose
across the United States between 2001 and
2016. Additionally, one in every 65 deaths was
opioid-related in 2016, an increase of 292
percent from 2001.1
Opioid misuse is now responsible for 20
percent of deaths among adults aged 24 to 35
years old in the United States.2,3
The Waismann Method Group reveals that the
number of patients treated for fentanyl
addiction this year has increased threefold,
compared to the first half of 2017.
Additionally, the average age of patients who

•

According to the Centers for Disease Control
and Prevention (“CDC”), people in the
Appalachian Region are 55 percent more likely
to die from a drug overdose than any other
place in the country.5

•

According to health care providers in Fulton
County, Georgia, the number of inmates
suffering from opioid withdrawal has tripled in
recent years.6

•

According to the National Alliance to End
Homelessness, substance misuse is the main
reason for homelessness among single adults.
In addition, a study in the JAMA Internal
Medicine reveals that a homeless adult is nine
times more likely to die due to a drug

Gomes, T., Tadrous, M., Mamdani, M. M., Paterson, J. M., & Juurlink, D. N. (2018). The Burden of Opioid-Related Mortality in the United States. JAMA Network Open, 1(2).
doi:10.1001/jamanetworkopen.2018.0217
2
Ibid.
3
Birr, S. (2018, June 3). Opioid Epidemic Continues: 20 Percent of Young American Deaths Resulted From Opioid Overdose. Retrieved June 8, 2018, from
https://www.westernjournal.com/opioid-epidemic-continues-20-of-young-american-deaths-resulted-from-opioid-overdose/
4
Rising Incidence of Recreational Fentanyl Use Among Youth. (2018, June 13). Retrieved from http://markets.businessinsider.com/news/stocks/rising-incidence-of-recreationalfentanyl-use-among-youth-1026919006
5
Fabiano, A. (2018, June 03). Woman hiking Appalachian Trail to fight opioid crisis and honor late fiance. Retrieved June 8, 2018, from http://www.virginiafirst.com/news/localnews/woman-hiking-appalachian-trail-to-fight-opioid-crisis-and-honor-late-fiance/1216883558
6
Fulton County addressing opioid crisis in jails. (2018, June 9). Retrieved June 19, 2018, from http://www.fox5atlanta.com/news/fulton-county-addressing-opioid-crisis-in-jails
1
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overdose, compared to a person with stable
housing.7,8
•

In the past year, nearly 19 million patients
across the country misused prescription
medication, including pain relievers, opioids,
tranquilizers, and stimulants.9,10

Edwards, Julie. (2018, June 14). Opioid crisis hits homeless community especially hard. Retrieved from http://www.wkrn.com/special-reports/opioid-crisis-hits-homelesscommunity-especially-hard/1237051734
8
Baggett TP, Hwang SW, O’Connell JJ, et al. Mortality Among Homeless Adults in BostonShifts in Causes of Death Over a 15-Year Period. JAMA Intern Med. 2013;173(3):189–195.
doi:10.1001/jamainternmed.2013.1604
9
Pharmacists fight back against prescription drug abuse. (2018, June 24). Retrieved from https://www.kens5.com/article/news/health/pharmacists-fight-back-againstprescription-drug-abuse/273-567125642
10
AWARxE | National Association of Boards of Pharmacy | NABP. (n.d.). Retrieved July 2, 2018, from https://nabp.pharmacy/initiatives/awarxe/
7
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residential rehabilitation, recovery housing, and
community-based peer recovery services.13

Current Events
•
•

According to an analysis published on June 4 in
the Annals of Emergency Medicine, an
emergency department-facilitated transition to
outpatient care following emergency care for an
opioid overdose is more likely to result in
healthier patient outcomes when care begins
with Medication-Assisted Treatment (“MAT”) in
the emergency department.11,12

•

On June 12, the U.S. House of Representatives
passed the Comprehensive Opioid Recovery
Centers Act, which establishes a grant program
to offer all treatments approved by the Food and
Drug Administration (“FDA”) at opioid use
disorder treatment facilities, and to provide

A number of mapping projects were introduced
to support rural communities amid the opioid
epidemic. On June 14, the U.S. Department of
Agriculture launched an interactive map
displaying opioid misuse resources and actions
rural leaders are taking to address the epidemic
in small towns across the country. Additionally,
the Examining Opioid Treatment Infrastructure
Act, introduced earlier this year, commissions
the Government Accountability Office to identify
and map out black holes in opioid treatment
facilities and to highlight states in need of
treatment resources based on the severity of the
epidemic, rather than the state’s population.14,15

Emergency departments help close gaps in opioid abuse and addiction treatment. (2018, June 14). Retrieved from https://medicalxpress.com/news/2018-06-emergencydepartments-gaps-opioid-abuse.html
12
Herbert C. Duber et al, Identification, Management, and Transition of Care for Patients With Opioid Use Disorder in the Emergency Department, Annals of Emergency Medicine
(2018). DOI: 10.1016/j.annemergmed.2018.04.007
13
US HOUSE PASSES REP GUTHRIE’S BILL TO COMBAT ONGOING OPIOID CRISIS. (2018, June 13). Retrieved from http://wcluradio.com/us-house-passes-rep-guthries-bill-tocombat-ongoing-opioid-crisis/
14
USDA Launches Interactive Map of Opioid Epidemic Resources. (2018, June 14). Retrieved July 2, 2018, from https://www.usda.gov/media/press-releases/2018/06/14/usdalaunches-interactive-map-opioid-epidemic-resources
15
McConville, Jim. (2018, June 17). Bill would map opioid treatment facilities. Retrieved from http://www.journal-news.net/news/local-news/2018/06/bill-would-map-opioidtreatment-facilities/
11
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•

On June 18, Biobot Analytics installed robots in
sewer systems to track local opioid use in Cary,
North Carolina.16

•

On June 19, the U.S. House of Representatives
passed the Long-Term Opioid Efficacy Act of
2018, which permits the FDA to require opioid
manufacturers to examine the long-term efficacy
of opioids through post-market studies.17

•

On June 20, Vice Admiral Raquel C. Bono,
Director of the Defense Health Agency, told a
panel of the House Armed Services Committee
on Military Personnel that less than one percent
of active-duty service members are misusing or
dependent on opioids. Captain Mike Colston,
Director of Mental Health Policy and Oversight
for the Office of the Assistant Secretary of
Defense for Health Affairs, added that opioid use

by active-duty service members has declined
from 3.2 percent to 2.7 percent in the last year.
As alternative treatments are explored, the
number opioid prescriptions in the military has
also reduced by 15 percent.18
•

June has unofficially become the month of
opioid-related legislation for lawmakers. Over 60
bipartisan bills aimed to change opioid
prescribing practices, opioid distribution, and
treatment access were passed in the U.S. House
of Representatives. Measures include improving
doctors’ access to patients’ addiction history,
developing non-addictive pain treatments,
fighting illicit drug trafficking, and expanding
Medicaid coverage for treating opioid use
disorder by adding methadone clinics to the
Medicaid program.19,20,21

Kennedy, Kelly. (2018, June 16). Cary to use robot to monitor sewers for opioid levels. Retrieved from http://www.cbs17.com/news/local-news/wake-county-news/cary-to-userobot-to-monitor-sewers-for-opioid-levels/1244062552
17
Rep. McNerney's Bill to Combat Opioid Epidemic Passes House. (2018, June 20). Retrieved from https://mcnerney.house.gov/media-center/press-releases/rep-mcnerneys-billto-combat-opioid-epidemic-passes-house
18
Grisales, Claudia. (2018, June 22). Military Making Headway on Opioid Epidemic Among Troops, Officials Say. Retrieved from https://www.military.com/dailynews/2018/06/22/military-making-headway-opioid-epidemic-among-troops-officials-say.html
19
House Approves Bill to Deal with Opioid Crisis. (2018, June 26). Retrieved from http://wnax.com/news/180081-house-approves-bill-to-deal-with-opioid-crisis/
20
Cunningham, Paige Winfield. (2018, June 8). The Health 202: Washington plans to tackle the opioid crisis this month. Retrieved June 13, 2018, from
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/powerpost/paloma/the-health-202/2018/06/08/the-health-202-washington-plans-to-take-on-the-opioid-crisis-thismonth/5b1957ea1b326b6391af08d7/?utm_term=.fcd98e3ecd82
21
Wagner Votes to Support Communities Fighting Opioid Crisis. (2018, June 25). Retrieved July 2, 2018, from https://wagner.house.gov/media-center/press-releases/wagnervotes-to-support-communities-fighting-opioid-crisis
16

© 2018 Lumina Analytics, LLC. No claim to original U.S. Government Works or cited materials.

9

•

In Hamilton County, Ohio, an increased naloxone
availability has led to a decline in overdose
deaths. Public health officials increased
distribution of Narcan by 375 percent over a
seven-month period, leading to a 34 percent
decrease in overdose deaths, a 33 percent
reduction in medic runs for overdoses, and a 36
percent decrease in overdose visits to the
emergency room.22

•

Pharmaceutical manufacturer Blue Therapeutics
may be on the verge of creating a non-addictive
painkiller that can replace opioids in the drug
market. The drug, named Blue-181, targets
receptors in the spinal cord rather than the
brain, reducing pain without causing a euphoric
high or drug dependence. Clinical trials are
scheduled to begin soon.23

•

Medical
technology
company
Stryker
Instruments is introducing a device to be
implanted in individuals with back pain to
provide extra support and cushion, reducing the

need for opioid prescriptions. The product has
been approved in Europe and awaits approval
from the FDA.24

Overdose death toll declines in Ohio county hit hard by opioid crisis. (2018, June 17). Retrieved from https://www.washingtonpost.com/national/overdose-death-toll-declinesin-ohio-county-hit-hard-by-opioid-crisis/2018/06/17/4b6a6fac-727c-11e8-9780-b1dd6a09b549_story.html?utm_term=.f4636ff237d5
23
CBS News. (2018, June 8). Researchers say they're on the verge of creating a revolutionary, non-addictive painkiller. Retrieved June 13, 2018, from
https://www.cbsnews.com/news/researchers-say-theyre-on-the-verge-of-creating-non-addictive-painkiller/
24
Combs, Cody. (2018, July 4). West Michigan medical company developing products to fight opioid epidemic. Retrieved July 10, 2018, from http://wwmt.com/news/local/westmichigan-medical-company-developing-products-to-fight-opioid-epidemic
22
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Treatment and Policy
The Importance of E-Prescribing
Addressing the National Opioid Crisis

in

As the opioid crisis continues to escalate, Pharmacy
Benefit Managers (“PBMs”) are advocating for
enhanced technological
solutions
to combat
prescription drug misuse. Specifically, PBMs have called
for state governments to mandate the use of electronic
prescribing, also known as “e-prescribing”, for
controlled substances covered under Medicare. Eprescribing ensures that a prescription has been
written by a legitimate prescriber and filled by a
legitimate pharmacy. E-prescribing systems provide
pharmacies with access to the complete medication
history of each patient, preventing doctor shopping and
pharmacy shopping by patients suffering with
substance use disorder or engaged in drug diversion. Eprescribers must meet the computer security
requirements established by the Drug Enforcement
Administration, protecting patient privacy while also
reducing fraud.25

25
26

Currently, only four states, including Maine,
Massachusetts, Minnesota, and New York, require eprescribing for controlled substances. Four additional
states have passed legislation that will require eprescribing for controlled substances by 2020,
including Arizona, North Carolina, Rhode Island, and
Virginia. Fourteen states have legislation pending, while
28 states have no requirement and no legislation under
consideration.26 States should implement mandatory
e-prescribing policies to combat prescription drug
diversion and misuse and improve prescription
tracking.

Health Insurance Plans May Be Fueling the
Opioid Epidemic
According to a study published in the Journal of the
American Medical Association Network Open on June
22, health care insurers, including Medicare, Medicaid,
and major private insurers, have not adequately
addressed the opioid epidemic. Researchers from the
Johns Hopkins Bloomberg School of Public Health
examined medication coverage policies for chronic

Pharmacy benefit managers target opioid crisis. (n.d.). Retrieved from http://capitolweekly.net/pharmacy-benefit-managers-opioid-crisis/
E-Prescribing Mandate Map. (n.d.). Retrieved from https://www.drfirst.com/resources/e-prescribing-mandate-map/

© 2018 Lumina Analytics, LLC. No claim to original U.S. Government Works or cited materials.
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lower back pain treatment from 15 Medicaid, 15
Medicare Advantage, and 20 commercial health plans.
The team concluded that the policies missed critical
opportunities to offer patients safer and more effective
treatments than prescription opioids. “Our findings
suggest that both public and private insurers...have
contributed importantly to the epidemic,” said study
author Dr. G. Caleb Alexander, Associate Professor in
the Department of Epidemiology and Co-Director of the
Johns Hopkins Center for Drug Safety and
Effectiveness.
The study, funded and technically supported by the
Office of the Assistant Secretary for Planning and
Evaluation, the National Institutes of Health, and the
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (“CDC”),
provides the largest and most comprehensive analysis
of recent pain coverage policies among public and
private insurers. The team studied common types of
plans from 16 states, which in aggregate represent over
half of the U.S. population and a number of states that
have been hit hard by the epidemic, such as Ohio and
West Virginia. Coverage policies for 62 prescription
drugs used to treat chronic lower back pain were
assessed. Specifically, analysis included 30 prescription
opioids and 32 other drugs, such as non-steroidal antiinflammatory drugs (“NSAIDs”), muscle relaxants, and
topical analgesics. Additionally, the team interviewed
© 2018 Lumina Analytics, LLC. No claim to original U.S. Government Works or cited materials.

over 43 senior health care executives “responsible for
the design, implementation, and evaluation of medical
and pharmacy policies within the payer,” including chief
medical officers, chief pharmacy officers, and vice
presidents of clinical operations.
The study reveals that many insurers failed to apply
evidence-based utilization management strategies,
such as quantity limits, step therapy, and prior
authorization, to promote opioid alternatives and limit
opioid overuse. Quantity limits, which are commonly
used for opioids, generally restrict the number of pills
to a 30-day supply. However, the CDC Guideline for
Prescribing Opioids for Chronic Pain recommends a
shorter supply, as the duration of early prescriptions is
associated with a higher risk of chronic opioid use.
Additionally, while step therapy reduces opioid misuse
by requiring that treatment starts with a less risky drug
such as an NSAID or an over-the-counter pain
medication, the team found that step therapy
implementation was uncommon for opioids. For
example, a median of only nine percent of covered
opioid prescriptions required step therapy among
Medicaid plans. The median figure was four percent
among commercial plans, and there were virtually no
step therapy requirements for opioids among Medicare
plans. Similarly, prior authorization, which requires a
prescriber to contact the insurer for pre-approval

12

before prescribing, was rarely applied to covered
opioids. Notably, a number of the utilization
management methods in place were applied as
frequently to non-opioids as to opioids.
Additionally, researchers found that both public and
commercial plans offered covered opioids at a
relatively low price to patients. For example, the
median commercial plan placed 74 percent of opioids
in the lowest cost category, and the median commercial
co-pay for opioids in the lowest cost category was only
$10 for a month’s supply. According to Dr. Alexander,
health plans generally focus on utilization management
and identifying high-volume prescribers and patients
rather than promoting comprehensive strategies to
improve chronic pain treatment when tackling the
epidemic. “The good news is that an increasing number
of health plans are recognizing their contribution to the
epidemic and developing new policies to address it,”
said Dr. Alexander.27,28 Health care insurers should
reevaluate their formulary coverage, utilization
management implementation, and copayments for
opioids to further discourage opioid overuse and

encourage the use of alternative treatments for pain
management.

Unethical Practices at Sober Living Homes
Amid the Opioid Crisis
Among the various problems stemming from the
opioid crisis, patient brokering and other illegal,
unethical practices at unregulated substance misuse
treatment facilities and sober living homes are of
serious concern. Patient brokering is the illegal act of
trading a patient to a rehabilitation or recovery center
in exchange for money and/or benefits. In some
instances, patients are “sold” to the highest bidding
facilities, which do little to treat the underlying causes
of addiction. Not only do these treatment centers and
sober living homes put patients at risk of relapse, they
collect substantial health insurance payments through
insurance fraud and insurance over-billing for
treatments patients do not receive, excessive urine

Health Insurance Plans May Be Fueling Opioid Epidemic. (2018, June 22). Retrieved July 5, 2018, from https://www.jhsph.edu/news/news-releases/2018/health-insuranceplans-may-be-fueling-opioid-epidemic.html
28
Lin, D., Jones, C., Compton, W., Heyward, J., Losby, J., Murimi, I., . . . Alexander, G. (2018). Prescription Drug Coverage for Treatment of Low Back Pain Among U.S. Medicaid,
Medicare Advantage and Commercial Insurers. JAMA Network Open. doi:10.1001/jamanetworkopen.2018.0235
27
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screening, and unrelated testing such as brain
scans.29,30,31
In recent years, the practice of patient brokering has
become increasingly common in the treatment
industry. Patient brokering tactics include offering
patients incentives like cash, drugs, car payments, or
apartments to admit them into a rehabilitation facility,
teaching patients to recruit others suffering from
addiction, and paying patients to enter a certain
treatment center. Unethical treatment facilities profit
from insurance companies as they acquire more
patients through these highly unethical practices.
Unfortunately, such programs do not provide
appropriate patient care, inevitably leading patients to
relapse or hindering their progress in recovery.32
The growing addiction treatment industry remains
unregulated. Currently, there are roughly 1,100

licensed treatment facilities and many more unlicensed
facilities.33 Unethical practices have become prevalent
across the country, particularly in Florida and
California, where many unlicensed rehabilitation
centers are located.34 In California, no state law or
regulation oversees residential recovery centers or
sober living homes. Owners and operators do not need
any specific degree or qualifications for obtaining a
license to open a treatment facility. Coupled with lax
government oversight, many patients seeking recovery
are exploited by bad actors and do not receive the
treatment they need.35
On June 12, 2018, the Ensuring Access to Quality Sober
Living Act of 2018 was passed in the House of
Representatives. The Act, introduced by California
Representatives Judy Chu and Mimi Walters, directs the
Secretary of Health and Human Services to identify and

Walters, M. (2018, June 16). The Access to Sober Living Act will stop unethical practices at sober living homes. Retrieved June 25, 2018, from
https://www.dailybulletin.com/2018/06/16/the-access-to-sober-living-act-will-stop-unethical-practices-at-sober-living-homes/
30
Benton, S. A. (2016, November 1). Unethical and Illegal Practices in Addiction Treatment. Retrieved June 25, 2018, from https://www.psychologytoday.com/us/blog/the-highfunctioning-alcoholic/201611/unethical-and-illegal-practices-in-addiction-treatment
31
What Is Patient Brokering? | Addiction Treatment. (2017, July 25). Retrieved June 25, 2018, from https://www.thewatershed.com/blog/2017/07/25/what-is-patient-brokering/
32
A look at the Unethical and Illegal Practices of "Saving Lives". (2017, March 6). Retrieved June 25, 2018, from https://www.marylandaddictionrecovery.com/underbellyaddiction-treatment-unethical-illegal-practices-saving-lives
33
Walters, M. (2018, June 16). The Access to Sober Living Act will stop unethical practices at sober living homes. Retrieved June 25, 2018, from
https://www.dailybulletin.com/2018/06/16/the-access-to-sober-living-act-will-stop-unethical-practices-at-sober-living-homes/
34
Benton, S. A. (2016, November 1). Unethical and Illegal Practices in Addiction Treatment. Retrieved June 25, 2018, from https://www.psychologytoday.com/us/blog/the-highfunctioning-alcoholic/201611/unethical-and-illegal-practices-in-addiction-treatment
35
Walters, M. (2018, June 16). The Access to Sober Living Act will stop unethical practices at sober living homes. Retrieved June 25, 2018, from
https://www.dailybulletin.com/2018/06/16/the-access-to-sober-living-act-will-stop-unethical-practices-at-sober-living-homes/
29
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establish best practices for sober living homes to
ensure patients receive high quality care. The Act aims
to end fraudulent schemes and unethical practices in
residential rehabilitation facilities to help patients
recover from substance use disorders and rebuild their
lives.36,37 As both the opioid epidemic and the
substance misuse treatment industry continue to grow
nationally, more government oversight and regulation
are needed to hold treatment facilities accountable and
to ensure patients receive proper care at legitimate,
safe treatment facilities.

Nurses with Substance Use Disorder in
Georgia Receive 'Secret Sanctions' Amid
Opioid Crisis
According to an investigation conducted by the Atlanta
Journal Constitution (“AJC”), the Georgia Board of
Nurses handles over half of its disciplinary cases
confidentially, keeping records on which nurses are
misusing drugs, how many nurses have substance use

disorder, and how many nurses relapse, from patients
and the public.38 In some instances, nurses struggling
with substance misuse have gone to work under the
influence, tampered with syringes to obtain drugs,
taken opioids intended for patients, or falsified patient
records to mask or support their addiction. Some
believe secrecy surrounding substance use among
nurses presents a great risk to patients, while others
believe addressing this problem confidentially
enhances and hastens monitoring of nurses struggling
with substance use disorder.39
The AJC investigation, which was launched on June 1,
2018 found that the Georgia Board of Nurses has been
lenient in managing cases in which nurses have
diverted and/or misused opioids on the job, allowing
for multiple instances of relapse with little to no impact
on professional licensure or employment eligibility. For
example, the board put a nurse on probation in 2002
for chemical dependence, again in 2013 for diverting
morphine, and again in 2017 after another relapse. In
another case from 2015, the board issued a

Ibid.
H.R.4684 - Ensuring Access to Quality Sober Living Act of 2018. (2018, June 13). Retrieved June 25, 2018, from https://www.congress.gov/bill/115th-congress/housebill/4684?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22Access+to+Sober+Living+Act%22%5D%7D&r=1
38
Knowles, M. (2018, June 4). Georgia's drug-abusing nurses get 'secret sanctions' amid opioid crisis. Retrieved June 14, 2018, from
https://www.beckershospitalreview.com/opioids/georgia-s-drug-abusing-nurses-get-secret-sanctions-amid-opioid-crisis.html
39
Edwards, J. (2018, June 1). Amid opioid crisis, drug-abusing nurses get secret sanctions. Retrieved June 14, 2018, from https://www.myajc.com/news/state--regional/amidopioid-crisis-drug-abusing-nurses-get-secret-sanctions/kCH1etINlteavcvZa2bFFI/
36
37
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confidential order to a registered nurse from LaGrange,
Georgia, who displayed “strange behavior” at work and
failed to give medications to her patients 27 times. The
order was only revealed after the nurse, who was
suffering from opioid use disorder, failed to comply
with the requirements from her private order and had
her nursing license suspended. The board’s secrecy and
leniency concerns patient advocates because hospitals,
nursing homes, and families, seeking home-based care
for elderly parents, may hire nurses with no visibility
into their history of diversion or drug misuse. According
to Georgia Representative Sharon Cooper, the Georgia
Board of Nurses, which consists of almost all nurses,
seems to be more concerned with protecting the
nursing profession than protecting and informing
patients. Cooper believes that “the first priority should
be to the patient’s protection.”
Speaking from the board’s perspective, Janice Izlar, who
has been the president of the board since July 2016,
said protecting patients is the current priority. She
added that confidentiality enables the board to monitor
nurses and hold them accountable more quickly. Izlar
pointed out that if the board focuses on revoking

nursing licenses, it can spend years in legal battles,
while the nurses continue caring for patients without
the board’s supervision or monitoring. Lengthy
investigations frequently end with an addiction
specialist certifying a recovering nurse is safe to
practice under supervision. Therefore, the board often
offers private orders to negotiate this process. "Many
times, the nurse does not want their name on a public
Board of Nursing website that there has been discipline
action," Izlar added, "and so they will accept the order
and actually get under monitoring and under
appropriate care that has been determined by their
physician…and they will go ahead and get into the
programs and into monitoring much quicker." Among
other requirements, nurses struggling with substance
use disorder must enter aftercare treatment, submit to
random drug screens, notify employers, submit
quarterly reports from employers and the nurse’s
physician, and avoid jobs with access to drugs. These
requirements end once the order ends, keeping drug
histories confidential.40,41
The high proportion of private disciplinary orders
issued by the Georgia Board of Nursing is another point

Knowles, M. (2018, June 4). Georgia's drug-abusing nurses get 'secret sanctions' amid opioid crisis. Retrieved June 14, 2018, from
https://www.beckershospitalreview.com/opioids/georgia-s-drug-abusing-nurses-get-secret-sanctions-amid-opioid-crisis.html
41
Edwards, J. (2018, June 1). Amid opioid crisis, drug-abusing nurses get secret sanctions. Retrieved June 14, 2018, from https://www.myajc.com/news/state--regional/amidopioid-crisis-drug-abusing-nurses-get-secret-sanctions/kCH1etINlteavcvZa2bFFI/
40
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of concern to patient advocates. Of the 333 disciplinary
orders the board issued in 2017, 54 percent were
private orders. In 2016, 59 percent of 356 orders were
private. Izlar said less than half of the private orders last
year involved alcohol or drugs, but she was unable to
specify the number of cases involving opioids.
According to the AJC investigation, at least 65 nurses
were publicly sanctioned for opioid misuse in the past
18 months. It is unclear what factors determine
whether a nurse with substance use disorder will
receive a private order or a public order, causing
inconsistency. Izlar indicated that nurses who divert
drugs at work or work while impaired will not be issued
private orders, and only nurses who self-report alcohol,
marijuana, or opioid misuse can be considered to
receive private orders. However, the AJC’s investigation
shows that this has not been consistently followed, with
some nurses receiving a confidential order, despite
medication discrepancies at work, while other first
offenders, who self-reported, have received public
orders.42
Representative Cooper believes the board should
protect the public by exercising its power of summary
license suspension. However, Izlar said the board
cannot issue an emergency suspension unless the
42
43

Ibid.
Ibid.
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nurse poses an imminent threat to the public. In most
cases, the accused nurse has entered treatment or
rehab and is considered safe by the time a complaint
reaches the board. Experts in the treatment of
substance use disorder believe nurses in recovery
should be allowed to work without divulging their
names as long as patients are handled safely and
consistently.43
Government and health care officials should work
together to determine an appropriate, consistent, and
transparent protocol for addressing substance misuse
issues among health care personnel and providers
while considering the privacy and treatment needs of
those suffering from substance use disorder. As drug
misuse and opioid misuse among nurses continue to
rise, state boards in the health care industry should
create a standardized procedure for issuing private
orders by clearly defining requirements for issuing
private orders to reduce inconsistency across all health
care boards. Greater efforts should be made to ensure
nurses and other health care personnel suffering from
substance use disorder are connected to treatment
resources and complete their treatment and recovery
plans. Families, patients, and consumers should
research their hospitals and providers through

17

available public orders and report any behaviors that
may raise concerns.
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Correlated Crisis
The Rise of Suicide Rates Amid the Opioid
Epidemic
As the nationwide opioid crisis continues to evolve,
emerging patterns show an overlap between opioid
misuse and suicide. Particularly, regions and
populations hit hardest by the opioid epidemic have
also seen a surge in suicide incidents. According to an
American Journal of Preventative Medicine study
published in July 2018, suicide rates from 2005 to 2015
have risen faster in rural, white communities — areas
that have been disproportionately affected by fentanyl
and heroin. Geographic trends show that "nearly half of
the most rural counties exhibited increases in
estimated suicide rates of more than 30 percent,
compared with 19 percent of suburban counties and
only 10 percent of the urban counties." A new report
from the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention
(“CDC”) published on June 8, 2018 reveals demographic
trends that confirm adults aged 45 to 64 had the
highest increase in suicide rates from 1999 to 2016.

Additionally, over 80 percent of suicide victims are
white and about 77 percent are male.44
The CDC report shows suicide rates in the United States
have increased approximately 30 percent since 1999.
According to Dr. Monica Swahn, a public health
researcher and epidemiologist from the Georgia State
University, suicide is typically considered an outcome of
depression, anxiety, and/or other mental health
concerns. Implementing suicide prevention solely
within the context of mental health issues is a limiting
approach, however, as the CDC report demonstrates
that 54 percent of suicide victims in 2015 did not have
a known, diagnosed mental health condition. The
report also notes that, among suicide victims who had
a toxicology test, almost 80 percent had one or more
substances in their system. Alcohol was the most
common
substance,
followed
by
opioids,
benzodiazepines, cocaine, amphetamines, marijuana,
and antidepressants. Studies have shown that many
suicide deaths are caused by a substance overdose,
and alcohol and substance use disorders are risk
factors for suicide. Dr. Swahn believes that, aside from
examining fragmented mental health systems,
treatment gaps, and associated factors for mental
health conditions, a broader number of underlying

Graham, M. (2018, June 11). Commentary: Will suicide become the "opioid epidemic" of the 2018 midterm elections? Retrieved June 19, 2018, from
https://www.cbsnews.com/news/commentary-will-suicide-become-the-opioid-epidemic-of-the-2018-midterm-elections/
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factors, such as substance use and stress, should be
considered to sufficiently understand the increasing
suicide rates across the nation.45,46
Furthermore, the overlap between opioid overdose
and suicide may lead to a misclassification problem.
According to Dr. Ian Rockett, a West Virginia University
professor who has been studying the connection
between opioid misuse and suicide, suicide is a silent
epidemic whereas the opioid crisis is more publicized
and perceptible. Dr. Rockett added that, as the two
epidemics overlap, drug intoxication deaths have
fueled an increase in the misclassification and
undercounting of suicides and self-harm deaths. Based
on his research on the nexus between suicide and
substance misuse, Dr. Rockett said that most drug
deaths, if analyzed behaviorally, involve self-harm. He
suggests that coroners and medical examiners should
determine whether drugs, such as opioids, play a role
in suicides to better understand, monitor, and prevent
drug-induced suicides and drug intoxication deaths.47,48

As the two epidemics continue to escalate, greater
efforts should be made to respond to the uptick in
suicides through prevention, treatment, and education,
and to break stigma associated with substance use and
suicide. Government officials and public health
researchers should allocate resources to further
identify and examine factors driving increasing suicide
rates in order to understand the scope of the suicide
epidemic and prevent another public health crisis.

Children Below
Unintentionally
Buprenorphine

Six Years Old
Overdosing

Are
on

A recent study published in the journal Pediatrics on
June 25, 2018, reveals that children as young as five
years old are accidentally overdosing on a drug called
buprenorphine. Buprenorphine, an opiate, was created
to treat opioid addiction among adults. In 2002, the U.S.
Food and Drug Administration (“FDA”) approved the
use of buprenorphine, either alone or combined with a

Stone, D. M., Simon, T. R., Fowler, K. A., Kegler, S. R., Yuan, K., Holland, K. M., . . . Crosby, A. E. (2018). Vital Signs: Trends in State Suicide Rates — United States, 1999–2016 and
Circumstances Contributing to Suicide — 27 States, 2015. MMWR. Morbidity and Mortality Weekly Report,67(22), 617-624. doi:10.15585/mmwr.mm6722a1
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chemical compound called naloxone, as a treatment for
those who are suffering from opioid dependency.
According to Henry Spiller, one of the authors of the
study and a diplomat of the American Board of
Toxicology, buprenorphine serves as both a stimulant
and opiate receptor and blocker. The drug does not
cause the same "high" in adults compared to other
opiates.49
The study reviewed records from the National Poison
Data System, which documented 11,275 cases of
buprenorphine exposure among children and teens. Of
those 11,275 documented cases, about 44 percent
resulted in children admitted to a health care facility. In
eleven cases, the children died.50 Data shows that 86
percent of children who were exposed to the drug were
below six years old, three percent were six to twelve
years old, and 11 percent were teenagers.51
Ingesting a single buprenorphine tablet can be deadly
to children. A single buprenorphine tablet has an effect
of as much as a 30-fold overdose for a young child.

Children who had overdosed with the drug experienced
drowsiness, vomiting, and, in more serious cases,
respiratory depression, coma, and death.52 "In adults,
the respiratory depression, the part that slows the
breathing [is limited], [t]hat's why it felt [s]afer.
Unfortunately, in very young children under five,
preschoolers, toddlers, infants, that protection isn't
there, and they do get this respiratory depression. It
does affect their breathing," Spiller said.53
Of the adolescent cases reviewed in the study, 77
percent were found to have intentionally ingested the
drugs, and 12 percent were found to be suspected
suicides. The effects of buprenorphine to teens can be
exacerbated when the tablet is taken together with
alcohol and other drugs.54
U.S. poison control centers reported that 90 percent of
the calls they received from 2000 to 2015 involved
children below six years old who were exposed to
buprenorphine. From 2010 to 2011, the most common
calls involved hospitalization among children due to

Yenko, A. (2018, June 26). Opioid Crisis: Children Below 6 Years Old Are Unintentionally Overdosing On Drug Called Buprenorphine. Retrieved July 08, 2018, from
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ingestion of the combination of buprenorphine and
naloxone.55
The increased number of cases of children admitted to
health care facilities due to ingesting buprenorphine
may be associated with the rise in opioid addiction
among adults. From 2005 to 2010, the annual number
of adult patients prescribed with buprenorphine
increased from 100,000 to 800,000. In 2016, there were
an estimated 2.1 million people who developed an
opioid dependency, and 11.5 million people who
misused opioids.56
Therefore, researchers of the study hypothesized that
parents were not storing buprenorphine medications
safely, or as labels state: "out of children's reach." They
recommend that buprenorphine should be made
available in unit dose packaging to keep it safe from
children and teens, as well. "Proper storage out of sight
and reach of young children, preferably in a locked
location is important," the authors emphasized.57

Study with Implications for Opioid Crisis
Finds Opioids Raise Risk of Fracture
Nonunion
A study published on May 21, 2018, in the Injury,
suggests chronic opioid use may increase the risk of
impaired fracture healing. According to study authors,
chronic use of certain opioids may be “a significant and
substantial risk factor for fracture nonunion,” a broken
bone that is unable to heal. Additionally, the authors
question opioids’ effectiveness in managing pain.58
A total of 309,330 cases of the 18 most common bone
fractures, along with medications used in each case,
were analyzed in the study. Medications used include
antibiotics, anticoagulants, diabetes medications,
osteoporosis medications, cardiac medications,
diuretics,
immunosuppressants,
steroids,
anticonvulsants, non-opioid analgesics, as well as
opioid analgesics. The team found that both acute use
and chronic use of opioid medications were associated
with a significantly increased risk of fracture nonunion.
Compared to non-opioid analgesics, the group of

Yenko, A. (2018, June 26). Opioid Crisis: Children Below 6 Years Old Are Unintentionally Overdosing On Drug Called Buprenorphine. Retrieved July 08, 2018, from
https://www.techtimes.com/articles/231134/20180626/opioid-crisis-children-below-6-years-old-are-unintentionally-overdosing-on-drug-called-buprenorphine.html
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Schedule II opioids, which are highly potent opioid
medications, produced a higher risk of nonunion.
Specifically, oxycodone, acetaminophen/oxycodone,
meperidine,
acetaminophen/hydrocodone,
and
hydromorphone resulted in a significant increase in
nonunion risk. While the group of Schedule III-V opioids
did not produce greater nonunion risk when compared
to non-opioid analgesics, certain opioids in this lowerpotency
category,
including
tramadol
and
naloxone/pentazocine, increased the risk of fracture
nonunion. An increased nonunion risk was also
associated with the use of chronic prescription nonsteroidal anti-inflammatory drugs.59
Co-author Dr. Robert Zura, Professor and Chair of
Orthopaedic Surgery at the Louisiana State University
Health New Orleans School of Medicine, noted that
“chronic opioid use roughly doubled the risk of
nonunion among all patients, and this effect was fairly
consistent across all ages and both genders.” Dr. Zura
added that recent opioid policies that discourage the
use of high-potency opioids are leading to an increased
use of lower-potency opioids such as tramadol. “This
trend may not increase medication safety to the degree

desired,” said Dr. Zura. According to the authors, there
is no evidence that opioid medications are more
effective in acute pain treatment in the emergency
department. They suggest that the use of most opioid
analgesics creates risk and highlight the importance of
using multimodal, non-opioid analgesics for fracture
treatment.
According to literature, 49.2 percent of opioid-naïve
patients receive an opioid medication for pain control
at hospital discharge after a major surgery.60 Health
care practitioners and surgeons should be aware of the
increased risk of impaired fracture healing associated
with opioid use, especially for populations vulnerable
to fractures such as patients at the emergency
department and trauma patients. Opioid use, which is
a modifiable risk factor, should be carefully considered
as post-operative pain management to prevent the
ongoing opioid epidemic from elevating fracture
nonunion prevalence.

Buchheit, T., Zura, R., Wang, Z., Mehta, S., Rocca, G. J., & Steen, R. G. (2018). Opioid exposure is associated with nonunion risk in a traumatically injured population: An inception
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Alerts Log
June 4, 2018 – July 8, 2018
Opioid Epidemic Continues: 20 Percent of Young
American Deaths Resulted From Opioid Overdose
A new research study, published in the journal, JAMA
Network Open, reveals that opioid misuse is now
responsible for 20 percent of deaths among young
Americans. The Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention (“CDC”) stated that drug overdoses are the
leading cause of accidental deaths for Americans under
age 50, killing more than 64,000 people in 2016.
Officials expressed that the epidemic is contributing to
declining life expectancy in the United States.

Birr, Steve. (2018, June 3). Opioid Epidemic Continues:
20 Percent of Young American Deaths Resulted From
Opioid
Overdose.
Retrieved
from
https://www.westernjournal.com/opioid-epidemiccontinues-20-of-young-american-deaths-resultedfrom-opioid-overdose/
Woman Hiking Appalachian Trail to Fight Opioid Crisis
and Honor Late Fiancé
Heather Starbuck, who lost her fiancé, Matt, to an
opioid overdose, said that Matt was an avid hiker and
© 2018 Lumina Analytics, LLC. No claim to original U.S. Government Works or cited materials.

found strength during his recovery journey in the
outdoors. Now, Starbuck is doing the same. Starbuck
learned that the Appalachia Region is at the heart of the
opioid epidemic. According to the Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention (“CDC”), people who live in the
region are 55 percent more likely to die from a drug
overdose than in any other part of the country.
Starbuck traveled about 700 of the trail's 2,190 miles so
far and plans to reach the end on the one-year
anniversary of Matt’s death, September 12. Once she
reaches the peak of Mount Katahdin in Maine, she will
be pouring out Matt’s ashes. She said that she finds
peace in sharing Matt's story and wants to break the
stigma surrounding opioid dependency.

Fabiano, Amelia. (2018, June 3). Woman hiking
Appalachian Trail to fight opioid crisis and honor late
fiancé.
Retrieved
from
http://www.virginiafirst.com/news/local-news/womanhiking-appalachian-trail-to-fight-opioid-crisis-andhonor-late-fiance/1216883558
Democrat Running for Governor Focuses on Ohio
Opioid Crisis
Richard Cordray, the Democratic nominee for Governor
of Ohio, said that the opioid crisis is affecting people
throughout the state in a deadly manner by ravaging
jobs, families, and schools. Cordray focused on opioid
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misuse issues, as well as issues such as infant mortality,
in discussions with health officials and advocates at
Springfield Regional Hospital in western Ohio and the
Cincinnati Firefighters’ Union Hall. According to the
Hamilton County coroner, Ohio has been among the
states with the highest overdose death rates. Cordray
said he will treat the opioid epidemic as a state of
emergency and will pull together federal, state, and
local resources with community-based efforts. He plans
to do this while protecting Medicaid expansion and
increasing funding for treatment and services.

Sewell, Dan. (2018, June 4). Democrat running for
governor focuses on Ohio opioid crisis. Retrieved from
https://www.seattletimes.com/nationworld/democrat-to-discuss-ohios-opioid-crisis-inmonday-sessions/
Dominion Energy's $5K Grant to Bacon Street Helps
Fight Opioid Epidemic
Bacon Street Youth & Family Services, an outpatient
addiction treatment facility in Virginia, received a
$5,000 grant from the nonprofit organization,
Dominion Energy Charitable Foundation. Bacon Street
is a private, not-for-profit organization, providing
services to young people and families affected by
substance misuse and/or mental illness in Greater
Williamsburg, York County, Poquoson, Newport News,
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and Hampton. The funds will support the organization’s
“Families Together Project.” Dellinger added that the
“Families Together Project” allows their clinical staff to
evaluate and provide individualized treatment on an
outpatient basis for youth and their families.

Dominion Energy’s $5K grant to Bacon Street helps fight
opioid epidemic. (2018, June 4). Retrieved from
https://wydaily.com/localshout/2018/06/04/dominionenergys-5k-grant-to-bacon-street-helps-fight-opioidepidemic/
Georgia Nurses Get 'Secret Sanctions' Amid Opioid
Crisis
An Atlanta Journal-Constitution (“AJC”) investigation
found that the Georgia Board of Nurses manages over
half of its disciplinary cases in secret. Information about
which nurses are misusing drugs, how many nurses are
addicted, and how many nurses have relapsed is
hidden from patients. According to statistics obtained
by the AJC, over half of 333 disciplinary orders issued by
the Georgia Board of Nursing in 2017 were private.
Janice Izlar, who has been President of the Board of
Nursing since July 2016, said that patient protection is
the priority. Handling cases privately helps them enter
treatment and board supervision more quickly. She
added that if the board works to revoke nursing
licenses, the board could end up getting stuck in legal
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battles for several years, meaning that nurses with
substance use disorder would continue to care for
patients without monitoring. Instead, the board offers
private orders as a way to negotiate this process. Since
a nurse likely does not want their name on a public
Board of Nursing website showing that disciplinary
action has been taken, they will accept the order and
will be put under monitoring with appropriate care
determined by their physician.

Knowles, Megan. (2018, June 4). Georgia's drug-abusing
nurses get 'secret sanctions' amid opioid crisis.
Retrieved
from
https://www.beckershospitalreview.com/opioids/geor
gia-s-drug-abusing-nurses-get-secret-sanctions-amidopioid-crisis.html
Lake Charles Town Hall Meeting Set to Discuss Opioid
Epidemic
The Louisiana Department of Health is seeking public
input on key strategies to address the state’s opioid
epidemic. The Department of Health, in collaboration
with local human services agencies, will hold a series of
public meetings around the state. The meetings, which
are open to the public, will give interested residents the
opportunity to learn about local and statewide
treatment and recovery services. Town Hall meeting
participants are encouraged to share their thoughts,
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concerns, and ideas about how to improve local
substance misuse treatment services. These ideas will
be used by the department to further enhance
statewide and local strategies in addressing the crisis.

Lake Charles Town Hall meeting set to discuss opioid
epidemic.
(2018,
June
4).
Retrieved
from
http://ldh.la.gov/index.cfm/newsroom/detail/4647
Opioid Epidemic Associated With Increase in Recovery
of Organs for Transplantation
According to a study published in the New England
Journal of Medicine, the number of transplants of
organs from brain-dead donors has risen sharply in the
United States, primarily due to the increase in druginduced mortality. The study examined data on donors
and transplantation over a 17-year period in the United
States and eight European countries. Investigators
examined survival outcomes of individuals who
received heart or lung transplants from donors who
died from drug intoxication or other causes. From 2000
to 2016, there was a significant increase in the
percentage of organ transplants from donors who died
from drug intoxication in the United States.

May, Brandon. (2018, June 4). Opioid Epidemic
Associated With Increase in Recovery of Organs for
Transplantation.
Retrieved
from
http://www.clinicalpainadvisor.com/opioid-
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addiction/lung-heart-transplants-opioid-overdosedeaths-survival/article/770091/
Opioid Epidemic Hitting Young People Hardest, Study
Suggests
A new study found that one in every five deaths in
young adults was tied to an opioid overdose in 2016.
Researchers in Canada used mortality data from the
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (“CDC”)
WONDER database to examine all opioid-related
deaths from 2001 to 2016 in the United States. They
found that opioid overdose deaths increased 296
percent overall. By 2016, one in every 65 deaths was
associated with an opioid overdose. According to the
study author and epidemiologist, Tara Gomes of St.
Michael’s Hospital in Toronto, and her colleagues, the
crisis will likely impact upcoming generations in the
United States due to the country’s shortcomings in
treating opioid dependency through a combination of
treatment, harm reduction, and education.

Young, Sarah D. (2018, June 4). Opioid epidemic hitting
young people hardest, study suggests. Retrieved from
https://www.consumeraffairs.com/news/opioidepidemic-hitting-young-people-hardest-studysuggests-060418.html
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Shapiro: Opioid Crisis Evident in All Counties
Pennsylvania Attorney General, Josh Shapiro, said that
the opioid crisis continues to be a top priority for the
state. He said that the opioid crisis is not only a problem
in Philadelphia, but it has also affected all counties
across the Commonwealth and many other rural areas.
He said that his office has arrested over 2,000 dealers
since he has been in office. He also shut down a
massive heroin pipeline, including one that had
dumped over one million bags of heroin in the AltoonaJohnstown area. The drug had come through most of
Pennsylvania before getting to the area. Additionally,
Shapiro said that the Attorney General’s office is
targeting doctors who sell opioids illegally at their
offices.

Shapiro: Opioid Crisis Evident in All Counties. (2018,
June
4).
Retrieved
from
http://wnpv1440.com/2018/06/04/shapiro-opioidcrisis-evident-in-all-counties/
WV Woman's Opioid Research Honored by Harvard
University
Sophia Kaufman, a recent Harvard University graduate,
who lives in Charleston, West Virginia, was honored
with Harvard’s prestigious Hoopes Prize for her senior
thesis. The Hoopes Prize is Harvard's highest honor for
undergraduate students for research excellence and
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scholarly work and comes with a $5,000 cash prize.
Kaufman, who graduated with a major in Anthropology
and a secondary concentration in Global Health, has
strong family ties in West Virginia. While studying Public
Health at Harvard, Kaufman became fixated on the
opioid epidemic back home. During her research, she
found paramedics who worked 48-hour shifts and
responded often to overdose calls, even resuscitating
the same person on multiple occasions. She also found
families overwhelmed and desperate as they tried to
care for loved ones who struggled with dependency. In
her 111-page paper, Kaufman profiles past and present
drug users, addressing the stigma faced by opioid
misuse. Kaufman also cited suspected causes of the
opioid crisis, such as the hopeless feeling that opioid
misusers experience with dependency, childhood
trauma, industries with high rates of workplace injuries,
doctors who write illegal prescriptions for painkillers,
and drug manufacturers and distributors who profit
from the flood of opioids to West Virginia.

Eyre, Eric. (2018, June 4). WV woman's opioid research
honored by Harvard University. Retrieved from
http://www.herald-dispatch.com/news/wv-woman-sopioid-research-honored-by-harvarduniversity/article_cf4daaeb-0e6f-5636-b3fd851efbf8fa59.html
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DOJ Allocating More Prosecutors to Southern W.Va. to
Address Opioid Crisis
The United States Department of Justice (“DOJ”) is
allocating more prosecutors to southern West Virginia
to address the opioid crisis. The United States Attorney,
Mike Stuart of the Southern District of West Virginia,
announced that the Bluefield and Beckley offices of the
United States Attorney Southern District of West
Virginia may receive new prosecutors to help combat
violent crime, enforce immigration laws, and address
the opioid crisis. Stuart said that it is not only the largest
increase in the country, but the largest allocation of
new prosecutors in the history of the Southern District
of West Virginia. He added that it is a strong
endorsement of his efforts to combat the opioid crisis,
associated violent crimes, and corruption throughout
southern West Virginia. The DOJ is allocating 311 new
Assistant United States Attorneys (“AUSAs”) to assist in
priority areas. The allocations include 190 violent crime
prosecutors, 86 civil enforcement prosecutors, and 35
additional immigration prosecutors. Many of the civil
enforcement AUSA’s will support the newly created
Prescription Interdiction and Litigation Task Force,
which targets the opioid crisis at every level of the
distribution system. Stuart stated that they will use
these new positions to intensify their approach to
apprehending and locking up those dealing drugs,

28

prosecuting white collar crime and public corruption,
and super-charging an offensive-minded civil practice.

DOJ allocating more prosecutors to southern W.Va. to
address opioid crisis. (2018, June 5). Retrieved from
http://www.bdtonline.com/news/doj-allocating-moreprosecutors-to-southern-w-va-toaddress/article_a64cb248-686f-11e8-97609bc04085bc64.html
Forsyth County's Naloxone Supply Gets a Boost as
Area's Opioid Crisis Continues
Forsyth County, North Carolina recently received a
boost in its supply of naloxone, a life-saving medication
that can reverse an opioid overdose. United Healthcare
Community Plan of North Carolina, Walgreens, and
Project Lazarus, a nonprofit organization based in
Wilkes County, donated hundreds of doses to Forsyth
County Emergency Medical Services (“EMS”). The group
also announced a new video that shows signs of
overdose, how to prevent overdose, and how to
administer naloxone. The medication will be
distributed to first responders across the state.
According to Tara Tucker, quality manager coordinator
for the Forsyth County EMS, about 600 doses of the
drug have been administered by first responders in
Forsyth County so far this year. Director of the Forsyth
County EMS, Dan Ozimek, said that the naloxone
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donation will relieve the burden on the Department of
Public Health’s pharmacy, which supplies the drugs to
the county’s EMS. Brennan Beck, Regional Healthcare
Director for Walgreens, said that the drug is available
from the drug store’s pharmacy without a prescription.

Forsyth County's Naloxone supply gets a boost as
area's opioid crisis continues, Lisa O’Donnell, (2018,
June
5).
Retrieved
from
http://www.journalnow.com/news/local/forsythcounty-s-naloxone-supply-gets-a-boost-asarea/article_f09672f6-e1c5-5e10-b4133a36c199312f.html
Judges Meet in Indianapolis, Talk Opioid Crisis
As the opioid crisis escalates in Indiana, several top
judges across the country met in Indianapolis to discuss
solutions. The judges discussed using federal funding
from the CURES Act to support jail-based medicationassisted treatment programs and to provide
wraparound services for individuals leaving the judicial
system. Another prospective solution is creating tools
for states and communities to tackle the opioid crisis.
The development of mobile applications for access to
treatment, treatment follow-up, and wellness were also
discussed.

Williams, David. (2018, June 5). Judges meet in
Indianapolis, talk opioid crisis. Retrieved from
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Lawmakers on Different Paths to Solve Opioid Crisis
Two bills were addressed by lawmakers in the Ohio
Statehouse on June 5 to tackle the national opioid crisis.
Senate Bill 119 ensures treatment prescribed to
patients remains accessible in the case their doctor is
unable to provide additional medication. Senate Bill
154 seeks to use $200 million of state funding.
Specifically, $100 million would be directed to local
governments to solve specific community problems,
$90 million would be used to add treatment beds, and
$10 million would be used to track spending and
effectiveness.

Aubry, Jason. (2018, June 5). Lawmakers on different
paths to solve opioid crisis. Retrieved from
http://www.nbc4i.com/news/politics/ohio-statehousenewsroom/lawmakers-on-different-paths-to-solveopioid-crisis/1220756129
Mishawaka Girl Gives Insight into Opioid Epidemic
Ava Atikson, a student from Mishawaka, Indiana,
provided the city’s Common Council insight into the
opioid epidemic. Atikson, who wrote an essay about her
mother’s death from a drug overdose three years ago
when she was seven years old, was one of two students
awarded a City Champion award for her essay. Atikson
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said her class was discussing drug misuse and overdose
deaths before she wrote her essay, spurring her to
share her mother’s story. Lieutenant Tim Williams,
D.A.R.E. officer for the Mishawaka Police Department,
said that students’ stories put another face on the
opioid epidemic. Williams said that their voices are
often not heard and that their powerful stories are
inspiring.

Walker, Kylie. (2018, June 5). Mishawaka girl gives
insight into opioid epidemic. Retrieved from
http://www.abc57.com/news/mishawaka-girl-givesinsight-into-opioid-epidemic
Opioid Crisis Throws Grandparents into Caregiving
Positions, Study Says
According to a new study released by the Carsey School
of Public Policy at the University of New Hampshire,
children affected by the opioid crisis often fall into the
care of grandparents and other relatives. In 2016, 60
percent of children in New Hampshire were removed
from parental care and 33 percent of those children
were placed with relatives. New Futures commissioned
the study, which examines the care given to children
and how it has been affected by the opioid epidemic. In
a survey conducted in New Hampshire by the American
Community in 2016, an estimated 7,983 grandparents
were raising grandchildren. Though there are many
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support groups for grandparents, additional services
are required to support the families. According to Moira
O’Neill, Director of the state’s new Office of the Child
Advocate, more voluntary and preventive services as
well as programs for strengthening family are required
to improve this growing issue.

Barndollar, Hardley. (2018, June 5). Opioid crisis throws
grandparents into caregiving positions, study says.
Retrieved
from
http://www.fosters.com/news/20180605/opioid-crisisthrows-grandparents-into-caregiving-positions-studysays
Vitality Biopharma Sponsors Clinical Research Forum
on Ending Opioid Epidemic
Vitality Biopharma, Inc. is sponsoring a clinical research
forum on ending the opioid epidemic. Vitality
announced its sponsorship and organization of a key
clinical research symposium in Los Angeles. Vitality is a
corporation dedicated to the development of
cannabinoid pharmaceuticals and unlocking the power
of cannabinoids as an alternative to opiate misuse.
“Engineering an End to the Opioid Epidemic” is both the
name of the event, as well as the title of the
introductory presentation by Robert Brooke, CEO of
Vitality Biopharma. The event will be held in the Glass
Lounge of the InterContinental Hotel Century City.
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Physicians and researchers will discuss what can be
done today in the United States to reduce and eliminate
the use of opiate painkillers, specifically through the
use of cannabinoids.

Vitality Biopharma Sponsors Clinical Research Forum
on Ending Opioid Epidemic. (2018, June 5). Retrieved
from
http://globenewswire.com/newsrelease/2018/06/05/1517057/0/en/Vitality-BiopharmaSponsors-Clinical-Research-Forum-on-Ending-OpioidEpidemic.html
AMA Task Force Reports Progress on Reversing Opioid
Epidemic
The American Medical Association Opioid Task Force
issued a 2018 progress report on May 31 that highlights
a continuing decline in opioid prescriptions. It also
shows increases in the use of state prescription drug
monitoring programs (“PDMPs”), as well as the number
of physicians trained and certified to treat people with
opioid use disorder and to prescribe naloxone. The task
force was launched in 2014 to identify best practices for
fighting opioid misuse and to efficiently implement
those practices in health care facilities across the
country. The report shows that between 2013 and
2017, the number of opioid prescriptions decreased by
more than 22 percent nationally. All 50 states recorded
declines in opioid prescriptions in the last five years.
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PDMP registration and use has also increased with
more than 300.4 million health care professionals
accessing the database last year. By 2017, more than
1.5 million physicians and other health care
professionals were registered in state-based PDMPs.
According to the report, naloxone prescriptions have
more than doubled in 2017, registering 8,000
prescriptions per week. Treatment capacity has also
increased, with more than 50,000 physicians certified to
administer buprenorphine as of May 2018. Additional
priorities laid down in the report called for
policymakers and insurers to remove barriers to caring
for patients suffering from opioid use disorders.

of Veterinary Medicine, a poppy seed-size of opiates
like fentanyl and carfentanil, mixed with heroin, can kill
a dog. Due to this issue, an increasing number of
suburban police dog handlers are equipping
themselves with canine versions of naloxone to reverse
opioid overdoses. Officials in Kane County, Illinois carry
both inhalable and injectable forms of the antidote.
Since reporting police dog deaths and injuries is not
mandatory, there is no data on how many are
overdosing. The College of Veterinary Medicine of the
University of Illinois is providing training and education
to instruct officers on how to save a dog’s life from an
opioid overdose.
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Are Police Dogs Another Victim of the Opioid Epidemic?
According to the Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention, the national opioid epidemic claims 115
human lives per day. However, there is a growing
concern about another group of potential victims.
Police dogs, who play a large role in drug raids, are at
risk of accidentally ingesting opioids, resulting in
potentially deadly consequences. According to Dr.
Maureen McMichael of the University of Illinois' College

Congress’ Focus on Opioids Misses Larger Crisis
With an increasing number of opioid deaths,
lawmakers approved a number of policies to curb
prescription drug misuse and provided $1 billion to
support state efforts in 2016. However, the number of
deaths continues to rise year after year. With this
increase, the Senate is creating an opioid bill that
includes more than 40 proposals. The Senate Finance
Committee has hinted at proposing 22 additional bills
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on topics such as telehealth and medication-assisted
treatment. In recent years, opioid prescriptions have
declined, but the lack of treatment infrastructure has
driven patients to more dangerous, illicit drugs. In 2016,
Congress expanded prescribing rights for opioid
misuse treatment. This year, lawmakers plan to
indefinitely extend prescribing authority.

Raman, S., & McIntire M. E. (2018, June 6). Congress’
Focus on Opioids Misses Larger Crisis. Retrieved from
http://www.rollcall.com/news/policy/opioids-focusmisses-larger-crisis
Opioid Crisis: State Program Targets County
The drug overdose death prevention program,
organized by the University of Arkansas System's
Criminal Justice Institute and the Arkansas State Drug
Director’s office, is planning an education and
prevention program to reduce the number of deaths
resulting from opioid misuse. Garland County was
selected as the target area for the program, as the
county is at high risk for opioid deaths, opioid arrests,
treatment admissions, and distribution of opioid
prescriptions. According to the panelists, the opioid
crisis in Arkansas is increasing. In 2016, deaths due to
drug overdose were around 400. The panelists raised
concerns regarding fentanyl, a synthetic opioid that is
more lethal than other drugs. To take further action,
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the program aims at providing naloxone and creating
awareness of Good Samaritan laws.

Farrar, Lara. (2018, June 6). OPIOID CRISIS: State
program
targets
county.
Retrieved
from
http://www.hotsr.com/news/2018/jun/06/opioid-crisis20180606/
As Opioid Legislation Gains Steam, Efforts to Address
Crisis Collide With Moneyed Interests
As legislation addressing the opioid crisis gains
popularity, drug manufacturers are engaging in
concerted activities to tailor the bills to their liking. In
some cases, their efforts have resulted in legislators
giving into some far-reaching proposals. Later this
month, Congress will likely consider legislation that can
strengthen drug enforcement programs, speed
approvals
for
non-opioid
painkillers,
reduce
prescription levels, improve care for children impacted
by substance misuse, and improve prescription
monitoring programs. A review of lobbying disclosures
by STAT and interviews with Capitol Hill aides,
lawmakers, and lobbyists reveal that the American
Medical Association, the pharmaceutical trade group
PhRMA, and a major drug distributor are among the
few players opposing the various proposals.

Facher, Lev. (2018, June 7). As opioids legislation gains
steam, efforts to address crisis collide with moneyed
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Opioid Epidemic Is Deadlier Than the Vietnam War in
’68, Study Says
According to new research, 1.5 percent of American
deaths in 2016 were attributed to opioids. This is more
than the one percent who died in 1968 while serving in
the Vietnam War. According to Tara Gomes of St.
Michael’s Hospital in Toronto, who led the research, the
opioid epidemic affects young adults the most, with 1
in 5 deaths in individuals between 25 and 34 years old.
The research shows that 1.7 million lives were lost to
opioid dependency across the United States in 2016.
The research relied on data from the Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention (“CDC”), which are
known to underestimate overdoses due to opioids by
20 to 30 percent. The findings represent a conservative
estimate of the impact of the opioid crisis.
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Retrieved
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Putnam Unveils Platform for Fighting Opioid Epidemic
and School Violence
Republican gubernatorial candidate Adam Putnam
unveiled his "Secure Florida First" platform at a Tampa
news conference recently. The campaign focuses on
fighting crime and combatting the opioid epidemic.
Putnam, who is the current agriculture commissioner
of Florida, said that, if elected, he will direct law
enforcement to aggressively pursue opioid traffickers
and increase sentencing of drug offenses. However,
overhauling Florida's mandatory minimum sentences
for violent offenders is not up for discussion.

Prevost, Dinorah. (2018, June 7). Putnam Unveils
Platform For Fighting Opioid Epidemic and School
Violence.
Retrieved
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At the Hospitals: Dartmouth Researchers to Receive
$5.3 Million to Study Treatment of Opioid Use in
Pregnant Women
The research team from Dartmouth’s Geisel School of
Medicine in Hanover, New Hampshire will receive $5.3
million to study medication-assisted treatment (“MAT”)
for pregnant women with opioid use disorders. MAT
has been proven to significantly reduce risks for
pregnant women who misuse opioids. However, it can
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be difficult for pregnant women to find MAT providers.
Other treatment providers follow the traditional
methods of referring patients to specialty MAT
programs. The team will compare the outcomes of the
two models of care in its five-year project. Sarah Lord,
who is leading the research, said that the team is
interested in studying whether integrated care models
are more effective than other models of care.

At the Hospitals: Dartmouth Researchers to Receive
$5.3 Million to Study Treatment of Opioid Use in
Pregnant Women. (2018, June 8). Retrieved from
http://www.vnews.com/Dartmouth-Researchers-toReceive-%245-3M-to-Study-Treatment-of-Opioid-Usein-Pregnant-Women-18064149
Opioid Crisis and Va. Business: What's at Stake?
The Virginia Chamber of Commerce recently hosted
The Virginia Health Care Conference at the Greater
Richmond Convention Center to discuss the economic
costs of substance misuse in the Commonwealth. The
conference, attended by nearly 400 people, brought
together employers, public policy leaders, and health
care stakeholders. The first panel of the day, attended
by Senator Siobhan Dunnavant (R-Henrico), Delegate
Will Morefield (R-Tazewell), and Dr. Hughes Melton,
Virginia Commissioner of Behavioral Health and
Developmental Services, focused on the impact of the
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opioid crisis. Dr. Melton pointed out that the opioid
crisis costs Virginia an annual $1.4 billion. Other panel
discussions included "Working Together to Prevent and
Treat Substance Use Disorders" and "The Social and
Economic Costs of Substance Use." The keynote
address was provided by Dr. Dheeraj Raina, Behavioral
Health Medical Director at Anthem.

Armour, Evanne. (2018, June 8). Opioid crisis and Va.
business: What's at stake? Retrieved from
http://www.wric.com/news/politics/capitolconnection/opioid-crisis-and-va-business-what-s-atstake-/1225788325
Researchers Say They're on the Verge of Creating a
Revolutionary, Non-Addictive Painkiller
Researchers in Massachusetts claim they are on the
verge of creating a revolutionary, non-addictive
painkiller. Blue-181, developed by Blue Therapeutics,
could be a monumental step toward ending the current
opioid crisis. The research at Blue Therapeutics is part
of the pharmaceutical race to find powerful opioid
alternatives. Blue-181 works by clinging to a different
receptor in the central nervous system from opioids,
which eliminates the narcotic high and dependency.
Blue-181 is funded by more than $2 million from the
National Institutes for Health and the Department of
Defense, which sees the compound as promising for
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injured veterans, who are vulnerable to substance
misuse and overdose. The company is preparing for its
first clinical trial. According to Blue Therapeutics, it
could take five years or so before the drug makes it
through clinical trials to confirm its efficacy.

Researchers say they're on the verge of creating a
revolutionary, non-addictive painkiller. (2018, June 8).
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The Health 202: Washington Plans to Tackle the Opioid
Crisis This Month
As legislators and policymakers get ready to pass
legislation targeting the growing opioid epidemic,
opioids have unofficially become the topic of June in
Washington. Government data shows drug overdose
deaths rose by 12 percent between 2016 and 2017.
House Republican leaders announced this week that
they plan to bring opioid-related legislation to the floor.
At least 57 bills passed in the committee are expected
to receive votes, including measures from
representatives Tim Walberg (R-Michigan), Bob Latta (ROhio), and Debbie Dingell (D-Michigan). The bills are
aimed at improving
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access to patients’ substance misuse history, giving the
National Institutes of Health new authority to research
responses to the opioid epidemic, and creating public
database tracking federal efforts to stop the epidemic.
One of the bills is expected to lift a longstanding ban
that is preventing Medicaid from paying for substance
misuse treatment in facilities with more than 16 beds.

Cunningham, P. W. (2018, June 8). The Health 202:
Washington plans to tackle the opioid crisis this month.
Retrieved
from
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/powerpost/pa
loma/the-health-202/2018/06/08/the-health-202washington-plans-to-take-on-the-opioid-crisis-thismonth/5b1957ea1b326b6391af08d7/?utm_term=.fcd9
8e3ecd82
WV Fights Back: Connection Between Opioid Epidemic
and Suicide
A professor from West Virginia University has found
that increasing rates of suicide are related to the opioid
crisis. Dr. Ian Rockett said that as the opioid epidemic
has worsened, suicide rates have increased alarmingly.
In his study, Dr. Rockett mainly focuses on self-harm
and how drugs, including opioids, lead individuals to
behave in a way that is far from the norm. The study
shows an overlap in the two epidemics. Another focus
of the study is analyzing what medical examiners and
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coroners can do to determine whether opioids play a
part in suicide.

Pollack, Austin. (2018, June 8). WV Fights Back:
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Retrieved
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DA: Opioid Crisis Is Problem in Bradley County Region
Steve
Crump,
District
Attorney
for
Tennessee's Tenth Judicial District, explained the
seriousness and dangers of the opioid crisis across the
nation and in Tennessee’s Cleveland and Bradley
counties. Crump said that there were 7.8 million opioid
prescriptions written in Tennessee last year.
Precautionary steps taken since then have lowered the
number to about 7.1 million. He said that more and
more physicians are taking notice and reducing the
number of prescriptions. Crump added that the Opioid
Initiative in Tennessee includes increased prosecution,
a promotion of awareness, and working more diligently
with federal partners.

Bowers, L. C. (2018, June 9). DA: Opioid crisis is problem
in Bradley County, region. Retrieved from
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DOJ Adds Three Attorneys to Mo. Western District
The Department of Justice (“DOJ”) assigned three
additional federal prosecutors to the Western District
of Missouri due to a need to combat violent crimes and
drug trafficking. Tim Garrison, United States Attorney
for the Western District of Missouri, said that Missouri
has been hit hard by methamphetamine trafficking and
opioid misuse, along with the violent crimes that drug
trafficking inevitably brings. According to the Centers
for Disease Control and Prevention (“CDC”), the number
of opioid-related deaths in Missouri increased from 1.8
per 100,000 in 1999 to 15.9 per 100,000 in 2016.
Moreover, violent crime has also increased statewide in
recent years. Despite increases in crime, the number of
cases prosecuted in the Western District has not
increased for the past five years. Garrison added that
the three new prosecutors, strategically stationed in
each of the district’s offices, will provide additional
resources to aggressively prosecute criminals.
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Fulton County Addressing Opioid Crisis in Jails
County officials in Fulton County, Georgia say they have
a plan to address the opioid crisis in prisons. According
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to jail health care providers, the number of patients
going through withdrawal behind bars has tripled in
recent years. The withdrawal process can be deadly,
leading to cardiac problems or even death. County
officials say there is also a strong relationship between
opioid withdrawal and suicide risk. Officials announced
a plan to prescribe a new medication for inmates who
go through extreme opioid withdrawals. They hope the
medication will reduce the number of suicides in jails.

Fulton County addressing opioid crisis in jails. (2018,
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House Set to Vote on More Than 20 Bills to Combat
Opioid Addiction
The United States House of Representatives will vote on
more than two dozen bills aimed at fighting the opioid
crisis. The House will combine most of the bills into a
more streamlined package before sending it over to the
Senate. It is the latest effort to tackle the crisis following
the Comprehensive Addiction and Recovery Act and the
21st Century Cures Act, as well as the $4 billion
appropriated in the omnibus this year. The bills include
bipartisan proposals that would require federal
agencies to develop and distribute materials, better
educating pharmacists on when they should decline to
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fill out an opioid prescription, directing the Department
of Health and Human Services to create a publicly
accessible online collection of nationwide efforts and
strategies to combat the opioid crisis, directing the
secretary of Health and Human Services to publish and
share best practices for operating places for recovering
patients to stay, providing the National Institutes of
Health with the authority to research non-addictive
pain medications, ensuring medical professionals have
access to a consenting patient's complete health
history when making treatment decisions, and allowing
the secretary of Health and Human Services to create a
program that would test alternative pain treatment
options to limit the use of opioids in emergency
departments.

House set to vote on more than 20 bills to combat
opioid addiction. (2018, June 9). Retrieved from
http://www.kvoa.com/story/38383517/house-set-tovote-on-more-than-20-bills-to-combat-opioidaddiction
New Law Aims to Fight the Opioid Epidemic
The Opioid Reduction Act, a new law in West Virginia,
restricts opioid prescriptions and allows patients to opt
out of being prescribed opioids. The law was requested
by Governor Jim Justice to require health care providers
to first prescribe non-opioid treatments before
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recommending prescription pain medicine. The law will
also affect pharmacists who fill out opioid
prescriptions. According to David Bowyer, Chair of the
Department of Pharmacy Practice at the University of
Charleston, it will lead to better communication
between pharmacists and prescribers.
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Local Hospitals Implement 'Best Practices' for Pain
Control
The opioid epidemic has caused Missouri hospitals to
change pain management in patients with chronic
conditions. Capital Region Medical Center and St.
Mary's Hospital in Jefferson City, Missouri have begun
implementing "best practices" recently set out in longterm pain management guidelines by the Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention (“CDC”). According to
Michael Misko, SSM Health Mid-Missouri Region
president, health care providers have an obligation to
help reduce controlled substance dependency and
curb the opioid epidemic. The hospitals have updated
their guidelines for prescribing opioids and other
controlled
medications
based
on
the
CDC
recommendations for best practices. They are also
asking patients to review and sign updated controlled
medications contracts, as well as conduct urine tests at
least once a year to certify that patients are
appropriately taking their prescribed medications.

Seattle Official Looks to Combat Opioid Epidemic by
Giving Users Free Drugs
Seattle officials are trying to combat the opioid
epidemic by giving free, non-habit-forming drugs to
those suffering from drug dependency. Officials said
that the epidemic is contributing to declining life
expectancy in the United States. At a council meeting,
officials proposed using a mobile van that would serve
as an injection site before returning to a secure area in
the city every night. The proposed safe injection van is
estimated to cost taxpayers more than $4 million.
Council member, Sally Bagshaw, who suggested the
idea, said that while there is currently no active
proposal to subsidize drug use in the city, Seattle
officials should consider investigating the viability of
such a policy.
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Gamm, Joe. (2018, June 10). Local hospitals implement
'best practices' for pain control. Retrieved from
http://www.newstribune.com/news/local/story/2018/j
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North East Community Comes Together Over Opioid
Crisis
The North East community in Pennsylvania is teaming
up to build relationships with first responders and to
get educated on the opioid crisis. They conducted an
event at the North East High School grounds to show
what emergency responders do for the community.
Later in the event, everyone moved into the school to
share the hard realities some families have faced
because of heroin use and opioid misuse. Frank
McClard, superintendent of North East School District,
said that they are trying to prevent further tragedies
from happening.
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Records: Ohio Should Require Anti-Overdose
Prescriptions
Several individuals and organizations expressed to the
Ohio medical board that doctors prescribing painkillers
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to patients with chronic pain should be required to
provide prescriptions for anti-overdose drugs as well.
The medical board, which reviews ways to slow the
opioid crisis, is proposing to tighten rules for chronic
pain prescribing, such as requiring that patients meet
with a pain management specialist when given higher
doses of medication. The proposals will govern patients
experiencing chronic pain associated with cancer,
rheumatoid arthritis, multiple sclerosis, and other
illnesses. However, the rules will not apply to patients
who are dying. Governor John Kasich also pushed
prescribing limits in recent years to battle the opioid
crisis. Kasich’s proposals require doctors to offer the
overdose antidote drug, naloxone, to patients, a
practice known as “co-prescribing.” However, according
to public comments, that does not go far enough,
especially at a time when thousands are dying in the
state from overdoses. The restrictions enacted last year
set limits for doctors prescribing narcotic pain pills for
acute pain typically caused by an injury or illness. Those
rules include barring doctors from prescribing more
than seven days of narcotic pain pills for adults or more
than five days for children. Furthermore, Ohio has set
guidelines to reduce the prescribing of painkillers in
emergency rooms. The medical board is meeting on
June 13 to consider comments on the proposals.
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Senate Passes Legislation Helping Opioid Addicts
Pennsylvania Senate unanimously approved legislation
SB 922, aimed at helping courts provide treatment
options to individuals with opioid use disorder. The
proposed legislation, sponsored by Senator Wayne
Langerholc, Jr. of Cambria, will create a court
assessment for the non-narcotic medication substance
use disorder treatment program, which encourages the
use of FDA-approved non-narcotic medication paired
with comprehensive substance use disorder treatment
programs. Langerholc said that the program will
increase opportunities for courts to provide access to
these non-habit-forming treatment medications for
people with opioid use disorder. According to
Langerholc, the bill is another tool that courts can use
to combat this horrific epidemic and put defendants on
the path to recovery.
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Congressman Johnson Visits Coleman Professional
Services to Talk Opioid Crisis
Congressman Bill Johnson, who currently serves on
President Trump's task force on the opioid crisis, visited
Coleman Professional Services, a not-for-profit
provider of behavioral health and rehabilitation
programs in Steubenville, Ohio. The meeting focused
on ways to provide individuals recovering from opioid
use disorder with the help they need to reenter the
workforce.
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Dozens Participate in Opioid Epidemic Panel in Benzie
County
In 2017, 23 people died from overdose deaths in
northern Michigan. On June 10, dozens of people
participated in an opioid epidemic panel at Advent
Lutheran Church to fight the opioid epidemic in
northern Michigan and the United States as a whole.
The event was hosted by Mothers Against Narcotics, a
group that is trying to end stigma associated with
opioids in the community. People gathered to learn
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more about the epidemic, listened to a variety of
speakers, and participated in a discussion panel, which
included addict survivors, law enforcement, mothers
who have lost their children, and addiction specialists
among others. The event organizer, Nancy Dow,
attested that she is planning to host more of these
events in the future.

Dozens participate in opioid epidemic panel in Benzie
County.
(2018,
June
11).
Retrieved
from
http://upnorthlive.com/news/local/dozens-participatein-opioid-epidemic-panel-in-benzie-county
Lawmakers Explore Allowing Medical Marijuana for
Opioid Addiction Treatment
The New York state Assembly just approved a bill that
would allow people who have been diagnosed with
opioid use disorder to use medical marijuana.
Supporters of the bill said that medical marijuana can
make withdrawal much easier for those dependent on
opioids. The bill now heads to the state Senate. Senator
Michael Ranzenhofer firmly believes that if doctors
express that medical marijuana would effectively
combat opioid addiction, this treatment should be
made available. Senator Pam Helming said that she
would support allowing medical marijuana to be used
to treat opioid addiction, too. However, the medical
community must continue to study this issue, ensuring
© 2018 Lumina Analytics, LLC. No claim to original U.S. Government Works or cited materials.

that medical marijuana is a viable option. Senator
Robert Ortt, a member of the Task Force on Heroin and
Opioid Addiction, and Senators Rich Funke and Joe
Robach also showed willingness to study the issue
further. However, the National Council on Alcoholism
and Drug Dependence worries that the use of medical
marijuana could lead some people to develop other
drug addictions.

Jones, Kaci. (2018, June 11). Lawmakers explore
allowing medical marijuana for opioid addiction
treatment.
Retrieved
from
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Pharmacy Benefit Managers Target Opioid Crisis
America’s pharmacy benefit managers (“PBMs”) are
advocating policy solutions to improve patient safety
and lower health care costs. PBMs are now requiring
electronic prescribing (“e-prescribing”) of controlled
substances in Medicare. This will help to ensure that
each prescription is written by a legitimate prescriber
and filled by a legitimate pharmacy. A recent study on
e-prescribing of controlled substances states that this
method will promote patient safety since the systems
can access a patient’s full history of medication. All
states now permit the use of e-prescribing for
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controlled substances, and an increasing number of
states require it to be used. In addition, PBMs are
attempting to reduce opioid misuse by improving state
Prescription Drug Monitoring Programs (“PDMPs”) and
requiring prescribers to check PDMPs prior to issuing
prescriptions.

Jones, John D. (2018, June 11). Pharmacy benefit
managers target opioid crisis. Retrieved from
http://capitolweekly.net/pharmacy-benefit-managersopioid-crisis/
Sen. Portman to Present Awards to Opioid Crisis First
Responders
Senator Rob Portman of Ohio will present the CARES
Awards at Ohio's annual Opiate Conference to four first
responders who have helped their communities
address the opiate epidemic. The event is hosted by the
Ohio Association of County Behavioral Health
Authorities, the Ohio Department of Mental Health and
Addiction Services, and the Ohio Department of
Rehabilitation and Correction. It is estimated that about
1,200 people will attend the conference for two full
days of education related to the opioid crisis. Topics will
range from treatment to prevention to recovery
supports.

Namigadde, Adora. (2018, June 11). Sen. Portman To
Present Awards To Opioid Crisis First Responders.
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CMS Asks State Medicaid Directors to Use HIT to Fight
Opioid Crisis
The Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services
(“CMS”) sent a letter to state Medicaid directors, urging
them to use Health Information Technology (“HIT”) to
combat the nationwide opioid crisis. In the letter, CMS
provide the directors with guidance on ways they can
use existing federal funding effectively to support HIT
efforts and fight the opioid crisis. The letter proposes
that the states meet with CMS contacts and talk about
Health Information Technology for Economic and
Clinical Health (“HITECH”) funding or Medicaid
Information Technology Architecture (“MITA”) funding,
and how these can be used appropriately. The agency
also encourages the states to integrate prescription
drug monitoring program (“PDMP”) data into Electronic
Health Record (“EHR”) systems in order to minimize
provider burden and improve interstate health
information exchange. Linking screening data from risk
assessment tools such as the Opioid Risk Tool into EHRs
or Health Information Exchanges (“HIEs”) was also
encouraged. The recommended measures will facilitate
targeted case management and help deploy resources
such as follow-up interventions. The guidance
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concludes with the hope that states will use this
information to improve technological capacity of state
Medicaid agencies, providers, and partners in
addressing the opioid crisis and improve health
outcomes for Medicaid beneficiaries.

Slabodkin, Greg. (2018, June 12). CMS asks state
Medicaid directors to use HIT to fight opioid crisis.
Retrieved
from
https://www.healthdatamanagement.com/news/cmsasks-state-medicaid-directors-to-use-hit-to-fightopioid-crisis
Esty to Introduce New Bill Aimed to Curb Opioid
Epidemic
Congresswoman Elizabeth Esty, the United States
Representative from Connecticut's 5th congressional
district, is introducing a bill to end the state's opioid
crisis. The bill establishes a grant program to help
forensic labs and medical examiners pay for staff,
equipment, and overtime, with the goal of providing
labs and medical examiners the resources they need to
battle the opioid crisis.

Esty to introduce new bill aimed to curb opioid
epidemic. (2018, June 12). Retrieved from
http://www.wtnh.com/news/politics/esty-to-introducenew-bill-aimed-to-curb-opioid-epidemic/1233038065
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Governor Sandoval Signs Letter Asking for More
Federal Support in Opioid Crisis
Governor of Nevada, Brian Sandoval, and the
governors of Montana, Massachusetts, and Oregon
signed a letter addressed to the House Speaker and the
House Minority Leader, asking for federal support for
state- and local-level initiatives to address the
nationwide opioid crisis. The letter expressed support
for nine healthcare-related bills introduced in the
House, including the Preventing Overdoses While in
Emergency Rooms (“POWER”) Act, which mandates
follow-up care for patients admitted to emergency
rooms for an overdose, and the Eliminating Opioid
Related Infectious Diseases Act of 2018, which expands
the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention’s
injection drug use infection surveillance program. The
governors also urged Congress to reauthorize State
Targeted Response Grants to help address opioid
dependency in individual states.

Governor Sandoval Signs Letter Asking For More
Federal Support in Opioid Crisis. (2018, June 12).
Retrieved
from
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Ohio Insurers Make Recommendations to Fight Opioid
Epidemic
Insurer Task Force on Opioid Reduction, a task force
located in Ohio that represents health insurance
companies and consists of representatives from Aetna,
Anthem Inc., Buckeye Health Plan, Care Source, and
several others, recommended the use of alternative
pain treatments and non-opioid medications to help
combat the opioid epidemic. The suggestion is one of
fifteen recommendations the task force made. The
group’s recommendations target both solutions for
health insurers to prevent opioid dependency and
improvements for intervention and treatment efforts.
To formulate the recommendations, the task force met
five times, received written testimony, and conducted
research.

Ohio insurers make recommendations to fight opioid
epidemic. (2018, June 12). Retrieved from
http://www.wfmj.com/story/38404742/ohio-insurersmake-recommendations-to-fight-opioid-epidemic
US House to Vote on Rothfus Bill to Fight Opioid Crisis
The United States House of Representatives will vote on
a bill introduced by Pennsylvania Representative Keith
Rothfus to increase funding to fight the opioid
epidemic. The Reauthorizing and Extending Grants for
Recovery from Opioid Use Programs (“REGROUP”) Act
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of 2018 will reauthorize the Department of Justice
(“DOJ”) opioid misuse grant program through 2023 and
raise funding from $103 million to $330 million. The
increased funding will be used for training first
responders, veteran treatment courts, drug courts,
implementation of prescription drug monitoring
programs, and enhanced interagency information
sharing. Rothfus said that in order to end the crisis,
Congress and the administration must support a
comprehensive approach, focusing on drug treatment,
prevention, and enforcement, all of which the DOJ’s
Comprehensive Opioid Abuse Program addresses.

Stevens, Matthew. (2018, June 12). US House to vote on
Rothfus bill to fight opioid crisis. Retrieved from
http://wjactv.com/news/nation-world/us-house-tovote-on-rothfus-bill-to-fight-opioid-crisis-06-12-2018
AAFP, Other Groups Issue Joint Principles on Opioid
Crisis
The AAFP, along with five other medical organizations,
released guidance titled "Addressing the Opioid
Epidemic: Joint Principles," to inform congressional
policies that address opioid use disorder (“OUD”). The
joint principles require Congress to adopt policies
recognizing OUD as a chronic brain disease that
requires comprehensive treatment. They also urge
policymakers to implement solutions for families
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impacted by the epidemic. The joint principles use a
public health approach to address substance use
disorders (“SUD”) and provide specific guidance on
treatment expansion and SUD prevention research.
The principles also focus on several legislative and
regulatory approaches to curb the opioid epidemic.
Approaches include reducing administrative burden in
providing effective treatment, improving financial
incentives for evidence-based OUD treatment,
increasing the number of health care professionals that
can treat SUD, advancing research for prevention and
treatment of SUD, addressing the impact of the opioid
crisis on child health, providing patients with pain
management services, and ensuring a public health
approach for SUDs.

AAFP, Other Groups Issue Joint Principles on Opioid
Crisis.
(2018,
June
13).
Retrieved
from
https://www.aafp.org/news/health-of-thepublic/20180613opioidprinciples.html
'Jessie's Law' Could Help Curb Opioid Epidemic
Jessie’s Law was introduced by Michigan Congressman,
Tim Walberg, to fight the opioid epidemic. The measure
requires doctors to have knowledge about a patient’s
prescription history and past dependencies to avoid
prescribing medications that could lead to relapse and
possibly death. According to the law, the Department of
© 2018 Lumina Analytics, LLC. No claim to original U.S. Government Works or cited materials.

Health and Human Services is required to establish
best practices for sharing a patient’s dependency
history.

'Jessie's Law' could help curb opioid epidemic. (2018,
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Retrieved
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Representative Clark’s Opioid Bill Passes United States
House
The United States House of Representatives
unanimously passed a bill aimed at improving access to
opioid dependency treatment. The bill, introduced by
Representative Katherine Clark, proposes to pay
$250,000 toward student loans for people willing to
work in jobs that improve the state of the opioid crisis,
such as medicine, nursing, social work, or recovery
coaching. Participants are required to work full-time for
up to six years. According to a press release from
Representative Clark’s office, about 20 national medical
and substance misuse groups support this bill.

Bosma, Alison. (2018, June 13). Rep. Clark’s opioid bill
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Retrieved
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Rising Incidence of Recreational Fentanyl Use Among
Youth
Research from the Waismann Method Group recently
revealed a high increase in fentanyl users who are
seeking treatment. This year, there has been a
threefold increase in the number of patients treated for
fentanyl dependency and the age of patients seeking
treatment has decreased from 57 to 38.3. Fentanyl,
which is used medically for pain management, when
combined with heroin, allows users to achieve a new
high. According to Waismann Method, those seeking
rehabilitation can achieve full detoxification by several
medical techniques, such as anesthesia-assisted rapid
detox. Waismann Method has been implementing
effective solutions by focusing on physiological
symptoms, as well as mental and emotional well-being.
The specialists have helped many patients transition
back to a healthy lifestyle.

Rising Incidence of Recreational Fentanyl Use Among
Youth.
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June
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Retrieved
from
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Three States Take On the Opioid Crisis—and Find
Success
On May 17, at a panel discussion on Capitol Hill, political
leaders from Wisconsin, Rhode Island, and Virginia
discussed methods for tackling the opioid crisis.
Though each state faces distinct challenges,
representatives
described
certain
innovative
approaches that can be widely applied. Over the past
four years, 29 bills on the opioid crisis have been
passed unanimously in Wisconsin. In Rhode Island, the
police department and health centers are collaborating
to help connect individuals with substance use disorder
(“SUD”) with treatment options. Additionally, the Rhode
Island
Governor’s
Overdose
Prevention
and
Intervention Task Force has been created with the goal
of reducing opioid overdose deaths by one-third by
2020. In Virginia, changes have been made to the
Medicaid program to make treatment widely available.
Medicaid benefits have been boosted to expand access
to SUD treatment. Speakers shared the view that
federal funding for opioid use disorder must be
evidence-based and emphasized the need for parity in
Medicaid coverage for SUD treatment.

Rising, Josh. (2018, June 13). 3 States Take On the Opioid
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Retrieved
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United States House Passes Representative Guthrie’s
Bill to Combat Ongoing Opioid Crisis
On June 13, the United States House of Representatives
passed the Comprehensive Opioid Recovery Centers
Act to tackle the opioid crisis. The Act aims to establish
a grant program for opioid treatment facilities and
intends to offer all treatments for opioid use disorder
approved by the FDA, providing residential
rehabilitation, recovery housing, and community-based
peer recovery services. This bill was introduced by
Congressman Brett Guthrie.

US HOUSE PASSES REP GUTHRIE’S BILL TO COMBAT
ONGOING OPIOID CRISIS. (2018, June 13). Retrieved
from
http://wcluradio.com/us-house-passes-repguthries-bill-to-combat-ongoing-opioid-crisis/
CMS Issues Guidance to States on Using Health
Information and Technology to Fight the Opioid
Epidemic
The Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services
(“CMS”) issued a letter to State Medicaid Directors to
inform them of funding authorities available to states
for health information technology, telemedicine, and
prescription monitoring solutions targeted to fight the
opioid crisis. The CMS have set a new precedent by
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allowing states to leverage existing funding
mechanisms, such as the Mechanized Claims
Processing and Information Retrieval Systems (“90/10”),
Medicaid
Information
Technology
Architecture
(“MITA”), and the use of Health Information Technology
for Economic and Clinical Health (“HITECH”) Act,
enacted as part of the American Recovery and
Reinvestment Act of 2009 (Public Law 111-5). This
approach assures that states have more flexibility in
delivering care and prevention protocols to high-risk
patients. The CMS hope states will use this information
to improve technological capacity of state Medicaid
agencies, providers, and partners to tackle the opioid
crisis and improve health outcomes for Medicaid
beneficiaries.

CMS Issues Guidance to States on Using Health
Information and Technology to Fight the Opioid
Epidemic. (2018, June 14). Retrieved from
http://www.himss.org/news/cms-issues-guidance-tostates-using-health-it-to-fight-opioid-epidemic
Emergency Departments Help Close Gaps in Opioid
Abuse and Addiction Treatment
According to a review of current evidence published in
the Annals of Emergency Medicine, MedicationAssisted Treatment (“MAT”) following opioid-related
visits to emergency care is likely to lead to improved

48

patient outcomes. MAT refers to substance
dependency treatment with medication, the most
common being buprenorphine. It is most effective
when combined with behavioral therapy and
counseling. Expanding patient access to MAT eases
patients into appropriate outpatient care.

Emergency departments help close gaps in opioid
abuse and addiction treatment. (2018, June 14).
Retrieved from https://medicalxpress.com/news/201806-emergency-departments-gaps-opioid-abuse.html
NIH Outlines Plans for $500 Million to Address Opioid
Epidemic
The National Institute of Health (“NIH”) published a plan
on how it will use the $500 million allotted by Congress
to address the opioid crisis. NIH will focus on opioid
dependency treatment by supporting strategies for
pain management. According to an opinion written by
the NIH director in the Journal of the American Medical
Association, other objectives for NIH’s funding include
developing new medications for opioid dependency,
improving existing medicines, developing new models
of care in health care for people with opioid
dependency, validating new targets for non-addictive
drugs and devices, creating best methods of care for
newborns, and collaborating with pharmaceutical
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NIH Outlines Plans for $500 Million to Address Opioid
Epidemic. (2018, June 14). Retrieved from
https://ohsonline.com/articles/2018/06/14/nihoutlines-plans-to-address-opioid-epidemic.aspx
Newt Gingrich: To Stop Opioid Overdoses, America
Needs to Face Two Truths and a Big Lie
Congress has considered many proposals to curb the
opioid crisis, and new policies guided by medical
evidence will bring progress to this area. There are two
truths and a lie on opioid dependency that must be
understood. The first truth is that recovery medication
is the best approach to solve the opioid crisis. The
standard of care for opioid dependency is a
combination of recovery medication, counseling, and
social support. This method is known as MedicationAssisted Treatment (“MAT”). The second truth is opioid
dependency is unique and has to be treated differently.
Treatment methods used for other dependencies will
not work for opioid dependencies. The lie is that using
more resources in traditional, abstinence-based
rehabilitation will cure opioid use disorders;
abstinence-only in-patient rehabilitation often yield
negative results. Evidence-based recovery treatments

49

must be introduced, and Medicare has to be extended
to proven opioid treatment programs.

Gingrich, Newt. (2018, June 14). Newt Gingrich: To stop
opioid overdoses, America needs to face two truths and
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Opioid Crisis Hits Homeless Community Especially Hard
The National Alliance to End Homelessness Survey,
conducted by the United States Conference of Mayors,
reveals that substance misuse is the main reason for
homelessness for single adults. According to Dr. Reid
Finlayson, Associate Professor of Psychiatry at
Vanderbilt University Medical Center, homelessness is
often the result of substance dependency and
deterioration of relationships and social capacity. The
homeless are greatly affected by the opioid crisis
because they are unable to afford medical care and the
medications used to treat opioid dependency. A study
conducted by JAMA Internal Medicine reveals that the
chance of a homeless adult dying due to drug overdose
is nine times higher than that of a person with stable
housing.

Edwards, Julie. (2018, June 14). Opioid crisis hits
homeless community especially hard. Retrieved from
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New Hampshire to Get $22.9M More to Help with
Opioid Crisis
For the remainder of FY 2018, New Hampshire will
acquire $22.9 million to help fight the opioid crisis.
Democratic Senators Jeanne Shaheen and Maggie
Hassan say that state-based opioid grants for
treatment, provided by the Substance Abuse and
Mental Health Services Administration (“SAMHSA“), are
substantially higher than the previous year’s total of
$3.1 million. The senators helped lobby to adjust how
SAMHSA distributes money, taking into consideration
states that have the highest overdose death rates. As a
result, SAMHSA agreed to change their funding formula
while also limiting the number of states eligible for the
funds to a list of targeted states.

New Hampshire to get $22.9M more to help with opioid
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Study with Implications for Opioid Crisis Finds Opioids
Raise Risk of Fracture Nonunion
In a recent study, researchers reported that opioid use
may increase the risk of bone fractures and impair
healing. The team studied 309,330 of the 18 most
common bone fractures, as well as coinciding
medication use, and found that opioid medications
considerably increased the risk of fracture following
both acute and chronic administration. The team also
questioned the effectiveness of opioids in controlling
pain and stated that their data suggest an inherent risk
in using most opioid analgesics. They emphasized the
importance of multimodal, non-opioid analgesic
techniques in treating fractures.

Study with implications for opioid crisis finds opioids
raise risk of fracture nonunion. (2018, June 15).
Retrieved
from
https://www.eurekalert.org/pub_releases/201806/lsuh-swi061518.php
USDA Launches Interactive Map of Opioid Epidemic
Resources
The United States Department of Agriculture (“USDA”)
recently launched a new interactive map on its website
to help combat the opioid epidemic in rural America.
The interactive map will help visitors learn about the
most successful prevention, treatment, and recovery
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options that others are using to fight the opioid
epidemic in small towns across the country. Anne
Hazlett, Assistant to the Secretary for Rural
Development, said that the USDA is a strong partner to
rural leaders in addressing the opioid crisis through
prevention, treatment, and recovery programs. The
USDA collected information on the most successful
practices in combating the opioid epidemic through a
series of regional discussions and through a “What’s
working in your town?” form on the USDA webpage to
create the map.

USDA Launches Interactive Map of Opioid Epidemic
Resources. (2018, June 15). Retrieved from
http://southeastagnet.com/2018/06/15/usdainteractive-map-opioid-epidemic/
Baltimore County Gives Out 4K+ Anti-opioid Doses to
Hospitals
Baltimore County in Maryland announced that four
local hospitals will each receive 1,200 doses of the
overdose-reversal medication, naloxone. The four
hospitals are Greater Baltimore Medical Center,
MedStar Franklin Square Medical Center, Northwest
Hospital, and University of Maryland St. Joseph Medical
Center. The doses will be provided to patients who are
at high risk for becoming opioid-dependent. The
county's Department of Health announced that the
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initiative is part of "a multi-pronged approach to stem
the tide of opioid overdose deaths." Dr. Gregory
William Branch, Director of the Department of Health
and Human Services, provided batches of Narcan to the
hospitals. Dr. Branch said that when administered in
time, naloxone saves lives.

Zumer, Bryna. (2018, June 16). OPIOID CRISIS |
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Retrieved
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Cary to Use Robot to Monitor Sewers for Opioid Levels
After seeing a 70 percent increase in the number of
drug overdoses in 2017, the town of Cary, North
Carolina is using an innovative technology to fight back
against the opioid crisis. The town is launching a pilot
program with Biobot Analytics and will begin installing
robots in some of the sewer systems to track opioid
usage. Data collected can help public health officials
identify problematic drugs in a given area. The data will
be shared with public health officials and educators to
create effective programs tailored to areas and
residents at risk. Town officials said that this program
will not identify individual homes or people. The
program is funded by a grant and costs about $100,000.
© 2018 Lumina Analytics, LLC. No claim to original U.S. Government Works or cited materials.

Kennedy, Kelly. (2018, June 16). Cary to use robot to
monitor sewers for opioid levels. Retrieved from
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Bill Would Map Opioid Treatment Facilities
Senator Joe Manchin of West Virginia and Senator Dan
Sullivan of Alaska introduced the Examining Opioid
Treatment Infrastructure Act to commission the
Government Accountability Office (“GAO”) to identify
and map out opioid treatment centers in each state.
The study would identify facilities by geographic region
and demographic groups serviced, such as pregnant
women and adolescents. The GAO map would also
highlight deficiencies in state opioid treatment facilities.
Manchin said that the map would highlight states with
the greatest need for drug dependency treatment.
Currently, federal money for substance rehabilitation is
distributed based on population. Manchin said that it
should be based on where the greatest state afflictions
occur, not by population. He added that a state-by-state
treatment facility map would be invaluable when
allocating federal funding. Sullivan said that Alaskan
residents are struggling with a lack of opioid treatment
facilities. He added that the legislation highlights an
often-overlooked issue in the fight against heroin use
and prescription painkiller misuse in the state – the lack
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of quality treatment facilities for substance use
disorders. If passed, the bill will give the GAO two years
to produce a map.
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Government Officials Introduce New Legislation, Tools
to Address Utah's Opioid Epidemic
United States Congressman, John Curtis, introduced
the POPPY Study Act, to address Utah’s opioid
epidemic. Currently, the rate of prescribing opioids to
pregnant mothers in Utah is nearly double the national
average. Curtis said that the Act will improve their
understanding of prescription opioid use during
pregnancy, the effects of opioid use on a mother and
her child, and how they can best help pregnant
mothers and those suffering from opioid use disorder.
Other bills introduced by Curtis include: HR 5102, the
Substance Use Disorder Workforce Loan Repayment
Act, which encourages substance use treatment
providers to work in areas most impacted by the opioid
epidemic; HR 5041, the Safe Disposal of Unused
Medication Act, which allows hospice organizations to
safely dispose of unused medication after a patient’s
death; and HR 2851, the Stop the Importation and
Trafficking of Synthetic Analogues Act, which gives law
enforcement better tools to track and stop illegal
importation of opioids.

Farrell's Juneteenth Celebration Also Takes Aim at
Opioid Epidemic
On June 16, families gathered around the gazebo in
Farrell’s Veterans Square, Pennsylvania for their annual
Juneteenth celebration. While the event began with
commemorating the emancipation of AfricanAmericans, Marcia Thompson, the event coordinator,
wanted to assure all participants that there is hope for
residents affected by the tragedies of the opioid
epidemic. Tim Harrison introduced “100 Days of
Summer”, a grassroots campaign that offers help to
those depending on opioids and their families. Tents
from Farrell police officers, city officials, and the Mercer
County Coalition for Drug Awareness also showed
support for the cause.
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Retrieved
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Medical Marijuana Could Be the Cure for the Opioid
Epidemic

Illinois State Senator, Don Harmon of Oak Park,
addressed legislation that expands the use of medical
marijuana as an alternative to opioids. According to
Don Harmon, the bill will help improve accessibility for
those who qualify for the alternative treatment and
help reduce the number of overdose deaths.
Medical Marijuana could be the cure for the opioid
epidemic. (2018, June 17). Retrieved from
http://wgnradio.com/2018/06/17/medical-marijuanacould-be-the-cure-for-the-opiod-epidemic/
Overdose Death Toll Declines in Ohio County Hit Hard
by Opioid Crisis
Since expanding the availability of naloxone, Hamilton
County in Ohio has seen a decline in overdose rates. In
the fall of 2017, the county began a program that
increased Narcan distribution by 375 percent over a
seven-month period. According to Hamilton County
coroner’s reports, overdose deaths decreased by 34
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percent in the first five months of 2018 compared to the
first five months of 2017. Hamilton County Public
Health surveillance data shows a drop of 33 percent in
medic runs for overdoses and a 36 percent decrease in
overdose visits to emergency rooms in the past six
months as compared to the previous six months. The
county received naloxone donations from Adapt
Pharma, an Irish company with U.S. headquarters in
Radnor, Pennsylvania.

Overdose death toll declines in Ohio county hit hard by
opioid crisis. (2018, June 17). Retrieved from
https://www.washingtonpost.com/national/overdosedeath-toll-declines-in-ohio-county-hit-hard-by-opioidcrisis/2018/06/17/4b6a6fac-727c-11e8-9780b1dd6a09b549_story.html?utm_term=.f4636ff237d5
The Access to Sober Living Act Will Stop Unethical
Practices at Sober Living Homes
United States Representatives, Mimi Walters and Judy
Chu, recently introduced the Access to Sober Living Act,
which will require the government to establish best
practices for sober living homes to ensure patients
receive high-quality care. Southern California has some
of the highest concentrations of rehabilitation facilities
for those dependent on substances, but many of these
facilities operate with unethical practices. Because of
this, there is great need for legitimate treatment
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facilities. The Access to Sober Living Act will help end to
fraudulent behavior and unethical practices in these
homes. Walters said that their bill is a part of Congress’
effort to combat the opioid epidemic. Along with 38
other bills aimed to help prevent misuse, enhance
treatment efforts, and improve accountability
standards for those prescribed opioids, the United
States House of Representatives passed the Access to
Sober Living Act on June 13.

Walters, Mimi. (2018, June 17). The Access to Sober
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$4 Million to Fight Opioid Epidemic Announced for
Vermont
On June 18, the Substance Abuse and Mental Health
Services Administration (“SAMHSA”) announced that
Vermont will receive $4 million to fight the opioid
epidemic. The funds are expected to be distributed in
September and are provided by a new State Opioid
Response Grant program created as part of the 2018
Consolidated Appropriations Act, which was supported
by Vermont Senator Patrick Leahy. The State Opioid
Response Grants Program will tackle the opioid crisis by
© 2018 Lumina Analytics, LLC. No claim to original U.S. Government Works or cited materials.

increasing access to medication-based treatment and
recovery programs for those dependent on opioids,
reducing unmet treatment need, and reducing
overdose death.
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Community Forum on Opioid Epidemic Is Wednesday
in Columbiana County
Ohio’s Columbiana County Chambers of Commerce will
host a community forum on the opioid epidemic at the
Columbiana County Career and Technical Center.
“Solutions to Recovery” is the theme of the forum. It will
have participants from the Bureau of Workers’
Compensation, Help Network of Northeast Ohio,
Columbiana County Mental Health and Recovery
Board, On Demand Drug Testing, and New Day
Recovery. The free event will have several guest
speakers.

Community forum on opioid epidemic is Wednesday in
Columbiana County. (2018, June 18). Retrieved
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unity-forum-opioid-epidemic-wednesday-columbia/
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Farm Bill Gives Funds for Opioid Treatment Through
Telemedicine
Senator Joe Donnelly of Indiana worked to address the
lack of treatment options for substance use disorders
in rural parts of the state. The “Farm Bill” was recently
passed in Indiana to address the opioid epidemic in
rural communities, aside from supporting farmer and
agricultural efforts. The legislation allows patients to
receive medical services through video conferencing.
The bill also provides loans and grants to establish
more treatment centers in rural areas.

Sheridan, Jill. (2018, June 18). Farm Bill Gives Funds For
Opioid Treatment Through Telemedicine. Retrieved
from
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Indivior Wins Injunction against Maker of Copycat
Opioid Addiction Drug
UK drugmaker, Indivior, won the latest injunction order
for restraining drugmaker Dr. Reddy's generic version
of Indivior’s Suboxone film from entering the United
States’ market. Suboxone film is a medication used to
treat opioid use disorder. The film is administered
orally and dissolves under the tongue. Dr. Reddy's,
Indivior’s rival pharmaceutical company, received
approval from the United States Food and Drug

© 2018 Lumina Analytics, LLC. No claim to original U.S. Government Works or cited materials.

Administration (“FDA”) a few days ago for its generic
version of Suboxone film.
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Mississippi in Line for Millions to Combat Opioid Crisis
Mississippi Senator, Cindy Hyde-Smith, said that
Mississippi may be given as much as $7.5 million in
funding to battle the state's opioid crisis. The United
States Department of Health and Human Services
(“HHS”) and the Substance Abuse and Mental Health
Services Administration (“SAMHSA”) offered State
Opioid Response Grant program funding to improve
access to opioid treatment, recovery, and prevention
programs in Mississippi.
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Retrieved
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Opioid Epidemic: Extra Care for Youngest Victims
In April 2018, West Virginia Senators Joe Manchin and
Shelley Moore Capito and Virginia Senator Tim Kaine
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introduced the Handle with Care legislation to the
United States Senate. The legislation will authorize $10
million in federal funding to allow states to begin
training and create Handle with Care programs. Handle
with Care requires law enforcement to alert school
districts and personnel when they encounter a child at
a crime scene. The program has been replicated across
West Virginia and several other states, and now
lawmakers are working to implement it nationwide.

Craig, Kenneth. (2018, June 18). Opioid Epidemic: Extra
Care for Youngest Victims. Retrieved from
http://www.ozarksfirst.com/news/opioid-epidemicextra-care-for-youngest-victims/1245984377
Representative French Hill Holds Summit on Opioid
Crisis in Little Rock
Representative French Hill of Arkansas offered
solutions to the opioid crisis with the Arkansas Drug
Czar, the Regional Director of the Substance Abuse and
Mental Health Services Administration, and others at a
summit on the opioid crisis in Little Rock. Solutions
discussed include offering an integrated health care
system, behavioral and physical recovery programs for
inmates dependent on opioids, and increased coaching
for patients from insurance companies on their
prescription limit. The United States House of
Representatives passed 36 bills last week to fight the
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opioid crisis. Hill expects about two dozen more bills to
be approved this week.
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Hearse Created to Combat Opioid Epidemic
Sheriff John Mehr of Madison County, Tennessee and
Bob Arrington of Arrington Funeral Directors in Jackson,
Tennessee teamed up to create an opioid hearse to
raise awareness about the national opioid epidemic.
The vehicle they used for the hearse has phrases such
as, "Get your loved one help before it's too late,"
"Fentanyl kills," "Don't be the next body," and "Don't let
this be your last ride" written on it. The hearse will be
introduced on June 22 at Ridgecrest Cemetery. The
phone number of Tennessee REDLINE, a group that
provides 24-hour help for mental health, substance
misuse, and other disorders will also be featured. After
the vehicle is introduced at the cemetery, it will be
available for use in parades, school events, county fairs,
festivals, and for other events.
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Lt. Gov. Coming to Area in Effort vs. Opioid Epidemic
The Lieutenant Governor of Illinois and Co-Chair of the
Opioid Overdose Prevention and Intervention Task
Force, Evelyn Sanguinetti, visited Bureau and La Salle
counties of Illinois on June 19 to lead an opioid
overdose prevention roundtable at Illinois Valley
Community College in Oglesby and discuss
telemedicine opportunities with health care leaders. At
the discussion, Sanguinetti participated with La Salle
County State’s Attorney, Karen Donnelly; La Salle
County Coroner, William Wujek; La Salle Fire Chief,
Andy Bacidore; Regional Superintendent of Schools,
Chris Dvorak; Community Partners Against Substance
Abuse and Drug-Free Communities Director, Dawn
Conerton; and CEO of Perfectly Flawed Foundation,
Luke Tomsha. A discussion of telemedicine
opportunities to expand access to health care was also
scheduled at Perry Memorial Hospital with Family
Health Clinic Director, Marla Beatty, and Senior
Behavior Wellness Program Director, Angie Hughes.
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New York Could Allow Marijuana as Opioid Addiction
Treatment; California May Create Cannabis Banks
The New York State Senate unanimously passed Senate
Bill S8987A, allowing the use of medical marijuana as a
substance use disorder treatment or as an alternative
to opioids for pain management. The bill, sponsored by
Senator George Amedore, also adds opioid misuse to
the list of qualifying conditions for the state’s medical
marijuana program. It was passed in the state Senate
with a 62-0 vote. Amedore, who is also the Chairman of
the Senate Task Force on Heroin and Opioid Addiction,
believes that medical marijuana could significantly help
in reducing the impact of opioids.

Bud, Monterey. (2018, June 19). New York Could Allow
Marijuana as Opioid Addiction Treatment; California
May Create Cannabis Banks. Retrieved from
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State Drug Director on Opioid Crisis: ‘What We Have
Been Doing … Is Not Working’
During an opioid summit at the University of Arkansas
in Little Rock, Arkansas on June 18, State Drug Director,
Kirk Lane, said that Arkansas had the second-highest
opioid prescription rate in the country in 2016, with
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114.6 prescriptions for every 100 people. He added that
the state and the nation as a whole are not doing
enough to combat the opioid epidemic. The summit,
organized by the office of United States Representative
French Hill, featured two panel discussions. The
panelists included Director Lane, Representative Hill,
Regional Administrator for the Substance Abuse and
Mental Health Services Administration (“SAMHSA”),
Commander Karen Hearod, and a member of the
Board of Directors of the Quapaw House treatment
facility, Jim Tom Bell. Arkansas Surgeon General, Dr.
Greg Bledsoe, moderated the discussions.

will encourage the center and the community to
address the crisis and positively impact those suffering
from the epidemic. According to the Department of
Health and Human Services (“DHHS”) Secretary, Dr.
Mandy Cohen, these grants will help local organizations
make impactful changes in their communities. DHHS
received 99 applications with projects covering all 100
counties across the state, with a total request of more
than $12.5 million. The projects were selected based on
potential impact, assessment of need, organizational
sustainability, evidence of collaboration, and
community support.
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WNC Agencies Win State Grants to Fight Opioid Crisis
The Haywood Pathways Center (“HPC”), a North
Carolina nonprofit organization, won a state grant of
$150,000 for its efforts in fighting the opioid crisis, and
was one of 12 recipients of the North Carolina Opioid
Action Plan grant. As Haywood County has the highest
rate of opioid overdose deaths in the state, the grant
will help the HPC build staffing and strengthen ties with
local law enforcement. HPC officials said that the grant
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Millions in Federal Funds Flow Toward Opioid Epidemic
Alaska Governor, Bill Walker, declared an opioid crisis
on February 14, 2017, prior to President Donald
Trump’s national public health emergency declaration
in October 2017. Since then, the state has secured more
than $5 million in funding for rehabilitation and law
enforcement efforts. Alaska was designated the
recipient of three grants, with consistent funding
provided over the next several years to programs
aimed toward combating the opioid crisis. Funds were
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made available through the Substance Abuse and
Mental Health Services Administration (“SAMHSA”).
Alaska is utilizing two SAMHSA grants to support
treatment expansion. The first grant provided the state
with $2 million annually for two years through a State
Targeted Response grant under the 21st Century Cures
Act. The second grant came from the MedicationAssisted Treatment Prescription Drug and Opioid
Addiction program, which will provide the state with $3
million over three years to expand treatment access
and options for opioid use disorder.

Klouda, Naomi. (2018, June 20). Millions in federal funds
flow toward opioid epidemic. Retrieved from
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Rep. McNerney's Bill to Combat Opioid Epidemic Passes
House
On June 19, the United States House of Representatives
unanimously passed California Congressman Jerry
McNerney’s bipartisan bill, the Long-Term Opioid
Efficacy Act of 2018, co-sponsored by Virginia
Congressman Morgan Griffith. The Act will allow the
Food and Drug Administration (“FDA”) to require opioid
manufacturers to conduct post-market studies and
examine the long-term efficacy of using opioid
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medication. Congressman McNerney said that
although opioids are often prescribed for long-term
usage, there is little knowledge about their long-term
effects. Furthermore, the FDA should be given the
critical tools it needs to understand the efficacy of
opioids in order to fight this epidemic.
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Study: Opioid Epidemic Lowers Life Expectancy in Ohio
A new study conducted by the Ohio Alliance for
Innovation in Population Health states that the opioid
epidemic is lowering life expectancy in Ohio. According
to the study, more than 500,000 years of life were lost
in Ohio from 2010 to 2016 due to the opioid epidemic.
The years of life lost were calculated based on data
from the Ohio Department of Health, Bureau of Vital
Statistics, and Ohio Death Certificate file for the years
2010-2016. The years of life lost due to premature
death were calculated at the state and county level.
Patterns of opioid overdose mortality were mapped
geographically and monitored over time. Jodi Salvo of
Personal & Family Counseling Services noted that life
expectancy in the United States has dropped for the
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first time since the 1918 Spanish influenza pandemic.
Salvo said she hopes this new study will inform the
public that the opioid epidemic affects everyone.
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Jail Gets $156K to Fight Opioid Crisis
The Jefferson County Jail, along with 16 other state
counties in New York, is receiving state money to
expand drug-counseling services for inmates. Jefferson
County will receive $156,000 from New York Senate’s
Heroin and Opioid Task Force to hire additional
counselors, buy additional equipment, and train
officers. Jefferson County Sheriff Colleen O'Neill said
that by implementing these actions, the state
lawmakers are showing that they understand how the
opioid epidemic is hurting communities throughout the
state. She added that although the funding will not
relieve the epidemic completely, it will certainly help.
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NIH Initiative Aims to Address Opioid Misuse over Long
Term
A National Institutes of Health (“NIH”) initiative, Helping
to End Addiction Long-Term (“HEAL”), aims to address
long-term opioid misuse. Dr. Francis S. Collins from the
NIH in Bethesda, Maryland and colleagues describe the
new NIH initiative in an article published in the Journal
of the American Medical Association (“JAMA”). The
interdisciplinary program focuses on two main areas:
improving treatment for opioid misuse and
dependency and developing strategies for pain
management by inventing new medications and
reformulating existing medicines. A public-private HEAL
partnership is planned to help speed movement of
non-dependency-forming treatments through the
clinical pipeline. HEAL will focus on several objectives
ranging from short-term goals to long-terms goals like
research priorities.
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Sprague, Ginter Announce Passage of Legislation to
Help Curb Ohio's Opioid Crisis
Ohio Representatives Tim Ginter and Robert Sprague
announced that the Ohio House passed House Bill 231,
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a legislation they co-sponsored. The bill will require
Ohio’s Board of Pharmacy to administer a two-year
pilot program that would dispense Schedule II
substances in lockable or tamper-evident containers to
prevent prescription misuse by reducing accessibility.
Schedule II drugs include narcotics such as oxycodone,
hydrocodone, and fentanyl. The bill also requires the
State Board of Pharmacy to reimburse pharmacies for
participating in the program, including expenses
related to the special packaging for eligible
prescriptions. The bill now awaits consideration by the
Senate.
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Health Insurance Plans May Be Fueling Opioid Epidemic
A study led by researchers at the Johns Hopkins
Bloomberg School of Public Health found that health
care insurers, including Medicare and Medicaid, have
not done enough to combat the opioid epidemic. The
researchers examined insurers’ coverage policies of
2017 for chronic lower-back pain medications and
concluded that the policies failed to steer patients
toward safer and more beneficial treatments than
© 2018 Lumina Analytics, LLC. No claim to original U.S. Government Works or cited materials.

prescription opioids at critical opportunities. Associate
Professor at the Bloomberg School’s Department of
Epidemiology, and Co-Director of the Johns Hopkins
Center for Drug Safety and Effectiveness, Dr. G. Caleb
Alexander, said that the findings suggest that both
public and private insurers have contributed to the
epidemic. The team found that both public and
commercial plans tend to offer covered opioids at a
relatively cheap cost to patients. The study was funded
by the United States Department of Health and Human
Services Office of the Assistant Secretary for Planning
and Evaluation, with technical and financial assistance
from the National Institute on Drug Abuse of the
National Institutes of Health and the Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention.
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House Passes Bipartisan Package to Fight Opioid Crisis
The House passed a group of bipartisan legislation to
fight the opioid crisis, including measures encouraging
non-dependency-forming pain treatment and fighting
the rise of synthetic drugs such as fentanyl. The group
of legislation comprises of nearly 60 bills and passed in
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the House 396-to-14. These bills allow for increased
research for non-addictive pain medications, allow
physician assistants and nurse practitioners to
prescribe medications for treating opioid dependency,
and create opioid misuse recovery centers. A number
of the bills address the rise of fentanyl, a powerful
synthetic substance responsible for the sharp increase
in overdose deaths. Some have criticized the legislation
as not sufficient enough to combat the opioid crisis or
tackle its root causes. Congress allocated $4 billion to
the opioid crisis in its spending bill, the largest amount
to date.
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Military Making Headway on Opioid Epidemic Among
Troops, Officials Say
Two military service health officials told the House
Armed Services Committee on Military Personnel that
the military is experiencing significantly lower levels of
opioid misuse as it installs a series of reforms. Vice
Admiral Raquel C. Bono, Director of the Defense Health
Agency, told the House panel that less than one percent
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of active-duty service members are dependent on or
misusing opioids and the overdose rate in this
population is a quarter of the national average. Captain
Mike Colston, Director of Mental Health Policy and
Oversight for the Office of the Assistant Secretary of
Defense for Health Affairs, said that the number of
opioid prescriptions in the military has decreased by 15
percent as alternative forms of treatment are explored
further. He added that opioid use among active-duty
service members has declined from 3.2 percent to 2.7
percent during the last year. Director Bono concluded
that the Defense Health Agency is making progress, but
there is more to be done, such as educating service
members and veterans on opioid dependency and
implementing new strategies to reduce opioid misuse.
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Rep. Allen Continues to Fight the Opioid Epidemic
Representative Rick W. Allen of Georgia spoke on the
House floor on June 22 in support of H.R. 6, the
SUPPORT for Patients and Communities Act, a
comprehensive legislation that would provide for
opioid use disorder prevention, recovery, and
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treatment. The bill is a bipartisan effort aimed at
preventing further opioid misuse and assisting those
currently suffering from opioid use disorder. The Act
passed the House of Representatives with
overwhelming bipartisan support. He added that the
legislation will strengthen efforts to advance treatment
and recovery initiatives, improve prevention, protect
communities, and bolster the fight against illicit drugs.
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Summit on Opioid Crisis Planned for AAPI's 36th Annual
Convention
The American Association of Physicians of Indian Origin
(“AAPI”) has planned a summit from July 4 through July
8 surrounding the opioid epidemic in the United States.
The summit is a part of the APPI’s upcoming 36th annual
convention in Columbus, Ohio. The AAPI noted in a
news release that opioid misuse and opioid
dependency are serious issues that affect public health
as well as social and economic welfare. President of the
AAPI, Dr. Gautam Samadder, said that the opioid crisis
summit aims to educate and create awareness among
the delegates at the convention on the growing opioid
crisis and how the physicians can play a vital role in
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fighting the epidemic in the United States. Chief
Medical Officer at the United States Department of
Health and Human Services, Vanila M. Singh, will be the
keynote speaker.
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To Combat Opioid Crisis, Suburb Will Have OverdoseReversing Naloxone Available in Public Places
Elk Grove Village of Illinois will be one of the few towns
in the United States to put the overdose-reversing
medication, naloxone, in public places such as libraries,
park district buildings, and the Village Hall. The city also
hopes to make naloxone kits available to schools and
private businesses. Mayor Craig Johnson said this is a
key step in a wide-ranging strategy to battle the opioid
epidemic. The Elk Grove Village Police will adopt a policy
to help connect individuals to treatment instead of
making drug-related arrests.
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narcan-in-public-heroin-elk-grove-20180621story.html
Local Woman Becomes a Soldier in the Fight Against the
Opioid Epidemic
Dr. Todd Graham from Northern Indiana was shot and
killed in July 2017 after refusing to prescribe an opioid
painkiller. Dr. Graham’s wife, Julie, is now taking her
fight against the opioid epidemic to Washington. Julie,
in partnership with Representative Jackie Walorski,
created the bipartisan bill, the Dr. Todd Graham Pain
Management, Treatment, and Recovery Act, which was
recently passed in the House. Once in effect, the Act
would expand research and options for non-opioid
pain management, as well as alternatives for Medicare
patients.
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AFBF Survey Shows Opioid Epidemic Not Just a 'Big City'
Problem
An American Farm Bureau Federation (“AFBF”) 2017
survey of 2,000 rural residents and farmers shows that
the opioid epidemic is not just a problem in big cities.
According to the survey, three out of four farmers have
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been directly impacted by opioid misuse. The AFBF
partnered with the National Farmers Union (“NFU”) on
an effort called “Farm Town Strong” to provide
resources and information to help rural residents
impacted by the epidemic.
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Opioid Crisis to Be Subject of FD Meeting
A town hall meeting on the national opioid crisis will be
held in Fort Dodge, Iowa. The moderator of the meeting
will be Michelle De La Riva, Executive Director of
Community and Family Resources in Fort Dodge, and
speakers will include Jim Stubbs of the Webster County
Sheriff Department, Peter Komendowski of the
Partnership for a Drug-Free Iowa, and Greg Pliler of the
Iowa Counterdrug Task Force.
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Pharmacists Fight Back against Prescription Drug
Misuse
In the United States, there are now 19 million
prescriptions misused for non-medical purposes. The
National Association of Boards of Pharmacy (“NABP”)
and the Texas State Board of Pharmacy are working
together to educate people on locating safe
pharmacies and pharmacists to help answer questions
about prescription drug dependency. According to
pharmacist Jeanne Waggener, everyone is affected by
opioid misuse, regardless of socio-economic
background or age. Pharmacist Joe Adams added that
the country is losing more than 64,000 lives a year, or
five people an hour, emphasizing the urgency to
address the issue.
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Road to Recovery: Finding Effective Tools and Support
for Opioid Abuse
On June 23, “Grip It,” a recovery organization in North
Carolina, partnered with agencies and groups to host a
day dedicated to finding access for patients seeking
recovery from opioid dependency. A group of panelists,
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including an EMS captain, a police chief, a public health
director, a clinical social worker, and an individual in
recovery, discussed access to effective substance
misuse treatment and care. In addition to combating
the opioid epidemic and educating the public, the
forum focused on reducing harmful practices among
users. The panel agreed that harm reduction is crucial
in fighting the opioid epidemic, and that users can be
kept safe by using clean needles and disposing of old
needles and syringes to a designated location. The
panel concluded in emphasizing that every
conversation about substance misuse will help end
stigma surrounding the problem.

McCarty, Alma. (2018, June 24). Road To Recovery:
Finding Effective Tools And Support For Opioid Abuse.
Retrieved
from
https://www.wfmynews2.com/article/news/local/roadto-recovery-finding-effective-tools-and-support-foropioid-abuse/83-567012035
Special Siena College Poll: How Stakeholders See the
Opioid Epidemic
The Siena College Research Institute, which conducted
a four-part poll to analyze the scope of the opioid crisis
in New York earlier in 2018, announced an addendum.
According to the poll, nearly six in ten Capital Region
residents were impacted by the epidemic, and one in
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four said that they knew someone who died of an
opioid overdose. Pollster Don Levy said that for this
survey, Siena contacted 612 Capital Region
professionals from the fields of mental health, social
services, medicine, law enforcement, and education.
Levy stated that a majority of the survey participants
believed that neither lawmakers nor medical providers
are effectively combatting opioid misuse. He added
that professionals in the field do not feel the legislature
is adequately addressing the problem.

Lucas, Dave. (2018, June 24). Special Siena College Poll:
How Stakeholders See The Opioid Epidemic. Retrieved
from http://wamc.org/post/special-siena-college-pollhow-stakeholders-see-opioid-epidemic
China Denies Claims It Fueled US Opioid Epidemic
In 2017, China was flagged by a congressional report for
being the primary source of fentanyl in the United
States. On June 25, Yuejin Liu, Deputy Chief of China's
National Narcotics Control Commission, responded to
accusations indicting that Chinese suppliers were
fueling the United States opioid epidemic. In China, new
psychoactive substances (“NPS”) include designer drugs
such as fentanyl, a cheaper synthetic opioid that is
about 50 times stronger than heroin. Fentanyl is
becoming increasingly popular among users in the
United States. Liu said that it is common knowledge
© 2018 Lumina Analytics, LLC. No claim to original U.S. Government Works or cited materials.

that most NPS are designed in laboratories in the
United States and Europe, where their use mostly takes
place. Deputy Chief Liu also cited the list of measures
he claimed the United States authorities should adopt
for further drug prevention, stating that the United
States should improve its methods for locating
distributors and traffickers.

Cook, Harrison. (2018, June 25). China denies claims it
fueled
US
opioid
epidemic.
Retrieved
from https://www.beckershospitalreview.com/opioids/
china-denies-claims-it-fueled-us-opioid-epidemic.html
Disputed Opioid Addiction Treatment Clinic Opens
Limestone Health opened a new treatment center in
Bloomington, Indiana, aiming to assist up to 500
patients per day. The clinic is one of the five new
privately-operated treatment sites announced by state
officials last July. The Limestone Health clinic provides
medical assessments and methadone for patients
dependent on heroin and other opioids. Limestone
Health President Matt Flynn said that the clinic needs to
accommodate as many patients as possible given the
growth of opioid use disorder.

Disputed opioid addiction treatment clinic opens.
(2018,
June
25).
Retrieved
from
https://duboiscountyherald.com/b/disputed-opioidaddiction-treatment-clinic-opens
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Libraries Find Themselves on the Front Lines of
Michigan's Opioid Crisis
Kevin King, Head of Branch and Circulation Services at
the Kalamazoo Public Library in Michigan, and Gail
Madziar, Executive Director of the Michigan Library
Association, shared how public libraries across the
state are responding to the opioid crisis. King said that
the Kalamazoo Public Library will educate staff on
detecting drug use, train staff on responding to
overdoses, and strengthen community partnerships.
Working with the Recovery Institute of Southwest
Michigan, the library will soon become the fourth
library in the country to introduce the Peer Navigator
Program. The program will educate library staff on
providing direct health care, housing, and education
services to individuals in need. Kevin King urged all
library staff across the state to develop new internal
procedures, establish local partners, and train workers
on ensuring the health and safety of all library visitors.

Horton, Gabrielle. (2018, June 25). Libraries find
themselves on the front lines of Michigan’s opioid crisis.
Retrieved from http://michiganradio.org/post/librariesfind-themselves-front-lines-michigan-s-opioid-crisis

© 2018 Lumina Analytics, LLC. No claim to original U.S. Government Works or cited materials.

Retail Stores Install Blue Lights in Restrooms to Try to
Fight Back Against Opioid Epidemic
Two convenience store chains and a supermarket
chain, Turkey Hill Mini Markets in Lancaster,
Pennsylvania, installed blue lights in their restrooms in
partnership with the Loss Prevention Research Council
to fight back against the opioid epidemic. Opioid users
have been using public restrooms to inject themselves.
The blue lights installed will make veins less visible and
help deter drug users from using in public restrooms.

Mamiit, Aaron. (2018, June 25). Retail Stores Install Blue
Lights In Restrooms To Try To Fight Back Against Opioid
Epidemic.
Retrieved
from
https://www.techtimes.com/articles/231040/20180625
/retail-stores-install-blue-lights-in-restrooms-to-try-tofight-back-against-opioid-epidemic.htm
Seven New Opioid Grants: ‘Project Prevent’ Announces
First Recipients
“Project Prevent,” a grant program in support of
community programming that shares information
about appropriate opioid use, approved seven grants
to Heritage Fund and the Alliance for Substance Abuse
Progress (“ASAP”), two community-based organizations
in Bartholomew County, Indiana. Grants of $1 million
were made possible by a grant-matching program
funded by Mark and Wendy Elwood. The first round of
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funding includes $33,950 for supporting innovative
programming at Foundation for Youth (“FFY”) and
supporting Celebration Place, an initiative of
Community Church of Columbus for children whose
parents are in recovery. FFY is spreading important
prevention efforts into ongoing programming designed
to build developmental assets to help children and
teens thrive. Celebration Recovery will offer awareness
programs for substance misuse to children from first
through sixth grade while their parents attend support
group sessions at Celebration Place.

McClure, Julie. (2018, June 25). 7 new opioid grants:
Project Prevent announces first recipients. Retrieved
from
http://www.therepublic.com/2018/06/25/7_new_opioi
d_grants_project_prevent_announces_first_recipients/
State Representative Is Combatting the Opioid Crisis
As Illinois expands efforts against the opioid epidemic,
Representative Monica Bristow of Godfrey, Illinois
hosted a summit on June 25 to discuss solutions for the
opioid crisis. The summit was held at The Commons at
Lewis and Clark Community College and was free to the
public.

State Representative is combatting the opioid crisis.
(2018,
June
25).
Retrieved
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from http://fox2now.com/2018/06/25/staterepresentative-is-combatting-the-opioid-crisis/
Wagner Votes to Support Communities Fighting Opioid
Crisis
After the United States House of Representatives
passed over 60 pieces of legislation to combat the
opioid crisis, Congresswoman Ann Wagner of Missouri
released a statement expressing that passing the
recent legislation was an effort to reverse the everpresent opioid epidemic. The House is taking action to
prevent drug overdoses, provide treatment to those in
need, and keep fentanyl from entering the country.
Wagner added that Congress is giving communities
resources needed to fight back against this epidemic,
offering hope for those suffering with drug
dependency, their families, and their communities.

Wagner Votes To Support Communities Fighting Opioid
Crisis.
(2018,
June
25).
Retrieved
from https://wagner.house.gov/media-center/pressreleases/wagner-votes-to-support-communitiesfighting-opioid-crisis
$3.7 Billion Headed to Tackle Opioid Epidemic
Missouri Senator Roy Blunt, Chairman of the
Appropriations Subcommittees on Labor, Health, and
Human Services, Education, and Related Agencies has
led efforts to increase funding and resources to combat
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the epidemic. He announced that the appropriations
bill for FY 2019 includes $3.7 billion to provide flexible
funding for states to tackle the crisis with programs that
best fit their needs. In total, the $3.7 billion for opioidrelated programs includes $1.5 billion for State Opioid
Response Grants, $200 million for Community Health
Centers, and $120 million for responding to the opioid
epidemic in rural communities. Funding has increased
by nearly $3.4 billion, a 1,274 percent increase over four
years. The bill will direct resources to the hardest-hit
states and rural communities. Furthermore, the bill will
continue funding mental health and substance misuse
treatment programs for children in or at-risk for
entering the foster care system.

$3.7 billion headed to tackle opioid epidemic. (2018,
June
26).
Retrieved
from http://www.hannibal.net/news/20180626/37billion-headed-to-tackle-opioid-epidemic
House Approves Bill to Deal with Opioid Crisis
On July 22, the House of Representatives passed a
bipartisan bill with a 396 to 14 vote that will add
methadone clinics to Medicare. The bill will also
increase coverage of treatment for substance use
disorders through Medicaid and give health care
providers more mechanisms to tackle the opioid crisis.
Jordan Dux, Director of National Affairs for the
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Nebraska Farm Bureau, welcomed the legislation as
one of the first of several attempts to combat the opioid
crisis in rural America.

House Approves Bill to Deal with Opioid Crisis. (2018,
June
26).
Retrieved
from http://wnax.com/news/180081-house-approvesbill-to-deal-with-opioid-crisis/
Lawmakers Looking at Impact of Opioid Epidemic on
Children's Mental Health
In addressing the opioid epidemic’s impact on children
in West Virginia, state lawmakers are focusing on the
availability of counselors, psychologists, social workers,
and nurses in schools. During the 2017–2018 school
year, 36 of the 55 counties in West Virginia did not have
a full-time social worker employed, and seven counties
did not have a full-time psychologist employed.
According to Christina Mullins, Director of the Office of
Maternal, Child, and Family Health, adverse childhood
experiences, such as sexual abuse or the incarceration
of a parent, can negatively affect children’s mental and
physical health. She noted the lack of professionals
available to fill needed positions. The Joint Committee
on Education has requested a list of best practices and
professionals most needed in school systems. Michele
Blatt, Assistant Superintendent of the West Virginia
Department of Education, named several resources

70

and training opportunities showing promise in West
Virginia, including Project AWARE, Youth Mental Health
First Aid, Positive Behavioral Interventions and
Supports, and MU Behavior Resource Technical
Assistance.

Holdren, Wendy. (2018, June 26). Lawmakers looking
at impact of opioid epidemic on children’s mental
health.
Retrieved
from http://www.bdtonline.com/news/lawmakerslooking-at-impact-of-opioid-epidemic-on-childrens/article_9a6403a0-78eb-11e8-b4c1-87f88c9c464f.html
Opioid Crisis: Children Below Six Years Old Are
Unintentionally
Overdosing
on
Drug
Called
Buprenorphine
In 2002, the United States Food and Drug
Administration (“FDA”) approved the use of
buprenorphine, alone or with naloxone, to treat opioid
dependency in adults. A study published in the Journal
of Pediatrics on June 25, 2018, reviewed records from
the National Poison Data System and found that 90
percent of the calls received from 2000 through 2015
involved children under the age of six who were
exposed to buprenorphine. Though researchers are
unable to determine why the drug has caused a high
number of hospital cases involving children, they
suspect that parents may not be keeping the drug out
© 2018 Lumina Analytics, LLC. No claim to original U.S. Government Works or cited materials.

of children’s reach. Children who overdosed
experienced drowsiness, vomiting, and in some cases,
respiratory depression, coma, and death. Researchers
now recommend that buprenorphine be made
available in unit dose packaging, keeping it safe from
unintentional ingestion by children and teenagers.

Yenko, Athena. (2018, June 26). Opioid Crisis: Children
Below 6 Years Old Are Unintentionally Overdosing On
Drug
Called
Buprenorphine.
Retrieved
from https://www.techtimes.com/articles/231134/201
80626/opioid-crisis-children-below-6-years-old-areunintentionally-overdosing-on-drug-calledbuprenorphine.htm
Opioid Problems Among Ohio Medicaid Patients
Quadrupled in Recent Years
According to a report published by Ohio Auditor Dave
Yost's office on June 26, 2018, the number of Ohio
Medicaid recipients who misused or overdosed on
opioids, or were diagnosed with opioid use disorder,
quadrupled between 2010 and 2016. Additionally, a
Blue Cross Blue Shield report from 2017 was used to
compare Medicaid recipients to the commerciallyinsured population, demonstrating that Medicaid
recipients required treatment for opioid-related issues
at a higher rate than the commercially-insured. In the
report, Yost states that since dependency often leads to
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job loss and, as a result, the loss of private commercial
insurance, many individuals who misuse opioids look to
Medicaid for treatment.

Hancock, Laura. (2018, June 26). Opioid problems
among Ohio Medicaid patients quadrupled in recent
years:
Report.
Retrieved
from https://www.cleveland.com/open/index.ssf/2018/
06/opioid_problems_among_ohio_med.html
Brown Expects Trump to Sign Bill Supporting
Grandparents in Opioid Crisis
Senator Sherrod Brown is promoting the Supporting
Grandparents Raising Grandchildren Act recently
passed by Congress. The bill will establish a federal task
force to assist grandparents in identifying,
coordinating, and sharing resources related to raising
their grandchildren who lost or cannot be with their
parents due to the opioid epidemic. Brown said that
100,000 grandparents in Ohio and 2.5 million
grandparents in the United States are the primary
caretakers of their grandchildren. Though these
numbers are not solely the result of opioid addiction,
they account for a large portion of the same. The bill
now awaits the signature of President Trump.

Namigadde, Adora. (2018, June 27). Brown Expects
Trump To Sign Bill Supporting Grandparents In Opioid
Crisis.
Retrieved
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http://radio.wosu.org/post/brown-expects-trump-signbill-supporting-grandparents-opioid-crisis#stream/0
Sen. Joan Lovely Addresses Chamber on Ongoing
Opioid Epidemic
Senator Joan Lovely of Massachusetts, who addressed
30 chamber representatives on June 27, 2018, at an
event hosted by Recovery Centers of America (“RCA”),
spoke about the ongoing opioid epidemic, as well as
what is being done at state and local levels to tackle the
problem. Lovely has sponsored a number of bills
designed to combat the opioid epidemic, with
measures to expand access to mental health services
and remove barriers for psychiatric clinical nurse
specialist practice. With the state budget, she plans to
allocate additional resources to treatment options and
recovery programs for those suffering from opioid use
disorder.

Byrne, Mary. (2018, June 27). Sen. Joan Lovely addresses
Chamber on ongoing opioid epidemic. Retrieved from
http://salem.wickedlocal.com/news/20180627/senjoan-lovely-addresses-chamber-on-ongoing-opioidepidemic
St. Louis Co. Council Creates Opioid Epidemic Taskforce
On June 26, the St. Louis County Council of Missouri
announced that the council will establish a bi-partisan
task force to address the opioid epidemic by July 3, with
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a comprehensive action plan by August 31. The task
force requested $1 million in emergency funding to
fight the opioid epidemic. Greg Miele and his wife, a
local couple who lost their son to the opioid epidemic,
said they hope the task force will be the start of a larger
conversation about the epidemic.

St. Louis Co. Council creates opioid epidemic taskforce.
(2018,
June
27).
Retrieved
from http://www.kmov.com/story/38514870/st-louisco-council-expected-to-create-opioid-epidemictaskforce
The Opioid Epidemic in New Jersey
A New Jersey Spotlight roundtable gathered to explore
options for harm reduction among individuals
dependent on opioids. With a significant amount of
money allocated to treatment and recovery programs
under former Governor Chris Christie, providers are
exploring new clinical options for prevention and
recovery. While many of Christie’s initiatives are now
underway, Governor Phil Murphy has suspended $102
million in opioid program funding, pledging to redirect
the money to evidence-based priorities of his own.

The Opioid Epidemic In New Jersey — An NJ Spotlight
Roundtable.
(2018,
June
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Retrieved
from http://www.njspotlight.com/stories/18/06/26/the
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-opioid-epidemic-in-nj-prevention-and-harmreduction/
'Combating Addiction Showcase' Brings Together
Organizations Fighting the Opioid Epidemic
In New Jersey, about 15 groups, across Burlington
County and South Jersey, are working together to
provide resources for those struggling with heroin and
opioid addiction. The groups gathered on June 28, to
hear from community leaders during a “Combatting
Addiction Showcase” at the EcoComplex. The county
reports 83 deaths due to overdose in 2016, 140 in 2017,
and, according to data from the NK Cares Services, the
figure could rise to 80 this year through May. The
groups discussed what their respective work involves,
and upcoming initiatives they have planned to reduce
the effect of the epidemic on their communities. One
initiative by Bob Johnson, Founder of A Future After
Rehab, is to open two sober living homes in the next
three weeks. The organizer of the event, Joe Conlin of
Prevention Plus of Burlington County, plans to invite
the groups to gather again in the future.

Kultys, Kelly. (2018, June 28). ‘Combating Addiction
Showcase’ brings together organizations fighting the
opioid
epidemic.
Retrieved
from
http://www.burlingtoncountytimes.com/news/201806
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28/combating-addiction-showcase-brings-togetherorganizations-fighting-opioid-epidemic
Bassett Earns Recognition for Addiction Treatment
A Bassett Healthcare Network opioid addiction
treatment program was recognized by the Healthcare
Association of New York State with the HANYS Pinnacle
Award for Quality and Patient Safety, for the third
consecutive year. More than 200 patients from the
central New York area are now enrolled in the program,
and previous patients have returned to the workplace
or regained custody of their children. Practitioners in
the network have been encouraged to obtain Drug
Addiction Treatment waivers, allowing them to
prescribe buprenorphine drugs to patients in primary
care settings. Currently, 27 primary care practitioners
at five health centers have obtained prescribing
licenses. Within the next three years, the network's goal
is to have 90 percent of primary care clinics offer
treatment for substance use disorder.

Jerome, Erin. (2018, June 28). Bassett earns recognition
for
addiction
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Retrieved
from
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In Response to the Ongoing Opioid Epidemic, Support
Groups Open New Drop-In Site
Recovery Now NY, a Rochester-based addiction
recovery support group, is responding to the ongoing
opioid crisis by opening a new monthly walk-in center
on June 28 in Irondequoit, New York. People struggling
with substance use, as well as their families, can visit
the center to learn about treatment and services. Mike
Hennessey of Churches United Combatting Addiction is
working with Recovery Now NY to expand the effort by
opening a walk-in center located within 15 minutes of
each community in the county. Recovery Now NY says
it has placed 150 people in treatment, and that over 200
families have connected with support services through
the drop-in centers.

Adams, Beth. (2018, June 28). In response to the
ongoing opioid epidemic, support groups open new
drop-in
site.
Retrieved
from
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Increasing Health Insurance Coverage for Addiction
Treatment Is Key to Fighting Opioid Deaths
According to policy recommendations co-authored by
Claudio Nigg, a professor in the Office of Public Health
Studies at the University of Hawaii at Mānoa, people
who suffer from opioid use disorder should not be
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denied access to treatment by their insurance
providers. He suggests the lack of coverage for opioid
addiction treatment costs from the government and
private insurance programs is a common reason that
patients who seek help are denied treatment.
Medication-assisted treatment (“MAT”), which includes
behavioral therapy, such as counseling, and
medications that reduce cravings, has been shown as
an effective, evidence-based treatment for opioid
addiction. According to Nigg, many insurance programs
cover the cost of the medication, but not the
counseling. Additionally, to obtain more funds for
treatment programs, Nigg states the opioid epidemic
should be declared a national emergency.

Kreif, Theresa. (2018, June 28). Increasing health
insurance coverage for addiction treatment is key to
fighting
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deaths.
Retrieved
from
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Manchin Includes $3.7 Billion to Fight the Opioid
Epidemic and $1.6 Billion for Community Health
Centers in Spending Bills
Senator Joe Manchin from West Virginia, a member of
the Senate Appropriations Committee, ensured that
spending bills for the Departments of Labor, Health and
Human Services, Education, Defense, and related
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agencies included funding to fight the opioid epidemic.
The Appropriation Committee passed the bill on June
28, 2018.

Manchin Includes $3.7 Billion to Fight the Opioid
Epidemic And $1.6 Billion for Community Health
Centers in Spending Bills. (2018, June 28). Retrieved
from
https://www.manchin.senate.gov/newsroom/pressreleases/manchin-includes-37-billion-to-fight-theopioid-epidemic-and-16-billion-for-community-healthcenters-in-spending-billsNews Outlets Collaborate to Share Solutions to Opioid
Crisis
In Pennsylvania, over 50 print, digital, and broadcast
news organizations are highlighting various strategies
used to fight the statewide opioid crisis. Editors of the
Pennsylvania Associated Press Media and the
Pennsylvania Society of News decided to document
potential solutions and share stories with participants
in the media collaboration. Stories from nearly all
counties, whether published or broadcast, highlight
how
government
agencies,
businesses,
first
responders, families, and citizens are fighting the crisis.
One goal of the media collaboration, titled “State of
Emergency: Searching for Solutions to Pennsylvania’s
Opioids Crisis,” is to ensure that communities in the
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State are aware of strategies, innovations, and
community efforts to help alleviate the crisis.

De Groot, Kristen. (2018, June 28). News outlets
collaborate to share solutions to opioid crisis. Retrieved
from
http://www.dailydemocrat.com/article/NI/20180628/N
EWS/180629841
Donations Helping to Combat Opioid Crisis
A shared mission to end Michigan’s opioid crisis has
resulted in a $70,000 donation to the Alliance of
Coalitions for Healthy Communities (“Alliance”). The
funds are part of a $455,000 joint allocation from Blue
Cross Blue Shield of Michigan, the Blue Cross Blue
Shield of Michigan Foundation, the Michigan Health
Endowment Fund, Community Foundation for
Southeast Michigan, and the Superior Health
Foundation. Julie Brenner, CEO of Alliance, stated that
they are increasing Oakland County resources for
residents by preventing substance misuse, and that the
donation will help Alliance (i) increase availability of
naloxone in Oakland County; (ii) implement a 16-week
intensive life skills curriculum for people in recovery;
and (iii) increase availability of prescription drug
disposal sites and personal prescription drug
deactivation kits.
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Is the Opioid Epidemic Impacting Home Building?
Jeff Korzenik, Chief Investment Adviser at Fifth Third
Bank, states that the opioid crisis may be responsible
for a nearly record low rate of labor-force participation,
of 62.7 percent. Korzenik said that the opioid epidemic
is preventing a large portion of the population from
joining the labor force because many individuals are
unable to pass the drug tests required for laborintensive jobs. In the homebuilding industry,
developers and construction companies report an 80
percent shortage of subcontractors and are struggling
to meet the demands of the growing population.

Hall, Phil. (2018, June 29). Is the Opioid Epidemic
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Retrieved
from
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US Rep. Michelle Lujan Grisham Releases Plan to Fight
Opioid Epidemic in New Mexico
United States Representative and governor candidate
for New Mexico, Michelle Lujan Grisham, released a 10step plan to tackle the opioid epidemic in the state,
stating that one of her priorities as governor will be to
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combat the opioid epidemic responsible for destroying
lives and communities across the state. Grisham
claimed to offer a comprehensive strategy that invests
in prevention and treatment, increases access to drugs
that counteract overdoses, and holds those who
overprescribe dependency-forming drugs accountable.
Grisham said that everything must be done to prevent
the epidemic from spreading.

Clark, Carol A. (2018, June 29). U.S. Rep. Michelle Lujan
Grisham Releases Plan To Fight Opioid Epidemic In New
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Retrieved
from
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Whitehall's Battle Against Opioid Epidemic Includes
Controversial Approach
In Ohio, Whitehall paramedics say that in emergency
calls, they are often asked to attend to an overdose.
Firefighters say that the overdose rate in the city is five
times higher than the average in Franklin County. With
these statistics, the city created the "Whitehall's Help
for Overdoses" (“WHO”) program, which employs a
three-pronged approach to fight local instances of
overdose and drug misuse. Assistant Fire Chief,
Christopher Menapace, said the fire department first
created a drug court. Individuals who plead guilty and
© 2018 Lumina Analytics, LLC. No claim to original U.S. Government Works or cited materials.

are dependent on drugs, such as heroin and opioids,
can request to enter the drug court and will be provided
with social work and treatment options. The second
and third components to the WHO program are
prevention and harm reduction, including taking an
active role in educating individuals about the dangers
of opioid and heroin use, as well as teaching users and
family members how to administer naloxone. The fire
department is now a "safe station,” meaning anyone
suffering from drug dependency can request help.

Durant, Maria. (2018, June 29). Whitehall's battle
against opioid epidemic includes controversial
approach.
Retrieved
from
http://abc6onyourside.com/news/local/whitehallsbattle-against-opioid-epidemic-includes-controversialapproach
'It's Like Moving a Piano:' Residents Join Forces in
Opioid Fight
According to the annual State Coroner's Association
Drug Report, there were 17 drug-related deaths in
Wayne County, Pennsylvania, in 2016. Suzie Calpin
Frisch, President of the Wayne County Heroin
Prevention Task Force, is holding monthly training
sessions on administering the overdose-reversing
medication, Narcan, which has saved the lives of five
individuals. The task force is also organizing events,
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speaking at schools, posting resources, and sharing
articles, to continue making efforts to end the opioid
crisis.

'It's like moving a piano:' Residents join forces
in opioid fight.
(2018,
July
1).
Retrieved
from https://www.pennlive.com/opioidcrisis/2018/07/residents_join_forces_in_opioi.html
Could Cannabis Cure Opioid Crisis?
At a forum held at the East Stroudsburg University
Center for Innovation and Entrepreneurship in
Pennsylvania, four panelists and 50 people discussed
origin of the opioid crisis and uses of cannabis to treat
medical conditions. According to Senator Mike Folmer,
who represents parts of Dauphin, Lebanon, and York
counties, there was a deliberate misrepresentation of
Oxycontin, Percocet, and Vicodin, as safe alternatives to
pain management. He said that as a result, the country
is now in a state of crisis, with opioid addiction leading
to
heroin
use.
Senator
Folmer
sponsored
Pennsylvania’s Medical Marijuana Program, allowing
certified users to purchase cannabis in pills, as topical
forms, and in vaporized non-whole plant forms.
According to the senator, in 2015, the combined
Medicaid opioid prescriptions of California, Oregon,
Washington, and Colorado, states that had legalized
marijuana, declined by $432 million.
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Retrieved
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Local Filmmaker Documents Opioid Crisis
For three years, Robert Michael Morris interviewed
community members touched by the opioid epidemic,
and weaved their stories together in his documentary,
The Cost of Living High. There will be a premiere
screening at the Dunn Center for the Performing Arts
on July 12, at North Carolina Wesleyan College. The film
features interviews with people who struggle with
opioid misuse, their families, and law enforcement
officials. During Morris’s three years filming the
documentary, the Nashville Police Department’s “Hope
Initiative” was evolving and began addressing the
spread of opioid use in the Twin Counties. The Hope
Initiative is a nonprofit program, established by
Nashville Police Chief, Thomas Bashore, that locates
treatment options for individuals struggling with opioid
addiction, as well as helps bring those entering the
criminal justice system into a recovery program. After
the screening, a panel discussion will be held to discuss
opioid issues in North Carolina and steps being taken
to address the problems. The panelists will include
State Attorney General, Josh Stein; Nashville Police
Chief, Thomas Bashore; Nash County Sheriff, Keith
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Stone; Edgecombe County Sheriff, Clee Atkinson; and
Rocky Mount Interim Police Chief, Willie Williams.

White, Jenny. (2018, July 1). Local filmmaker documents
opioid
crisis.
Retrieved
from http://www.rockymounttelegram.com/News/201
8/07/01/Film-documents-opioid-crisis.html
New Opioid Crisis Laws Go Into Effect
Lieutenant Governor Brian Calley signed the last bill of
a package that prevents Michigan doctors from
prescribing opioids for over a seven-day supply to
patients suffering from acute pain. Doctors now only
have the ability to refill patients’ prescriptions once they
exhaust their seven-day supply. Governor Rick Snyder
said that lawmakers are considering additional bills to
curb opioid addiction, and that a task force is currently
reviewing best practices other states have
implemented. The remainder of the laws in the opioid
legislation package have already taken effect, such as
requiring doctors to educate patients about the risks of
using opioids before prescribing them.

Roth, Cheyna. (2018, July 1). New Opioid Crisis Laws Go
Into Effect. Retrieved from http://wkar.org/post/newopioid-crisis-laws-go-effect#stream/0
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Volunteer Coalition Pushes Back Against Opioid
Epidemic
A report by the United States Drug Enforcement
Administration (“DEA”), determined that Pennsylvania’s
Greene County was ranked as the sixth highest in the
number of drug-related overdose deaths per 100,000
people, in both 2015 and 2016. In response, the
Coalition for a Brighter Greene (“Coalition”) was formed
as an all-volunteer organization, offering actionable
solutions for curbing the opioid epidemic. Solutions
include installing a substance misuse prevention
program, called “Botvin Lifeskills Training”, in all county
school districts for elementary and middle school
students. The Coalition is working together with Steps
Inside, a Waynesburg-based recovery club, to
implement a hotline for those struggling with drug
dependency.

Tony, Mike. (2018, July 1). Volunteer coalition pushes
back
against opioid epidemic.
Retrieved
from https://www.macon.com/news/article213601574.
html
A Small Step Forward Against the Opioid Epidemic
In June of 2018, the House of Representatives passed a
bipartisan bill called the Overdose Prevention and
Patient Safety Act, which ensures that medical
providers have full access to the medical history of
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patients suffering from substance use disorders.
Oregon Representative Earl Blumenauer, a sponsor of
the bill, added that there is a need for improved
treatment options for individuals in recovery,
alternative pain management for patients with chronic
pain, and continuing education for health care
providers on the dangers of over-prescribing. The bill
will now advance to the Senate.

A small step forward against the opioid epidemic.
(2018,
July
2).
Retrieved
from https://blumenauer.house.gov/mediacenter/enewsletters/small-step-forward-againstopioid-epidemic
Auditor Issues Report on Opioid Crisis and Medicaid
According to a State Auditor's report that examined the
impact of opioids on Ohio's Medicaid program, the
number of recipients with an opioid-related diagnosis
rose by 430 percent from 2010 through 2016. The
report also shows that medication-assisted treatment
costs of the program increased from over 13 million
dollars in 2010 to 110 million by 2016. Auditor David
Yost, the Republican candidate for State Attorney
General, said this is a point of concern for Medicaid’s
financial health. He warns that resources may become
more available for patients with drug dependency and
less available to the other three million patients who
© 2018 Lumina Analytics, LLC. No claim to original U.S. Government Works or cited materials.

rely on the program due to their disabilities and low
income.

Auditor Issues Report On Opioid Crisis And Medicaid.
(2018,
July
2).
Retrieved
from http://wcbe.org/post/auditor-issues-reportopioid-crisis-and-medicaid
Congress and FDA Take Action to Combat Opioid Crisis
The House of Representatives recently enacted several
legislative proposals to support treatment for
individuals with opioid use disorder and deter
improper drug prescriptions and illegal distribution.
Additionally, the Department of Justice brought charges
against dozens of individuals involved in prescribing
and distributing opioids and narcotics. Around 600
defendants are facing charges related to billing
Medicare, Medicaid, and other government health
programs for about $2 billion through fraudulent
claims. The Food and Drug Administration (“FDA”) sent
warning letters to operators of 53 websites, attempting
to halt illegal sales of unapproved and misbranded
medicine such as Tramadol and Oxycodone.

Wechsler, Jill. (2018, July 2). Congress, Feds, FDA Take
Action to Combat Opioid Crisis. Retrieved
from http://www.pharmexec.com/congress-feds-fdatake-action-combat-opioid-crisis
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New Laws on the Books to Fight Opioid Epidemic in
Tennessee
As part of Tennessee Governor Bill Haslam's “TN
Together” opioid plan, 150 new laws took effect in
Tennessee on July 1 to combat the opioid epidemic,
including limiting opioid prescriptions to a three-day
supply, with the exception of major surgical
procedures, hospice, and cancer, and offering
incentives for those who seek treatment in prison.
Additionally, individuals dealing fentanyl and similar
substances will face a charge of second-degree murder
if it results in another’s death. The $37.5 billion state
budget includes more than $16 million to fight the
opioid epidemic.

short illnesses, and most surgeries. In Florida,
physicians are now limited to prescribing a three-day
supply for acute pain unless conditions qualify for a
seven-day supply and will also be required to consult
the state's database to review a patient's history. In
Tennessee, pharmacists can now only partially fill a
prescription for no more than half of the number of
days it is written for. Moreover, the law requires
Tennessee doctors to document the reason for an
opioid prescription, as well as patients’ informed
consent. The law takes effect on July 1, 2018, but will not
be mandatory until January 1, 2019, to provide
pharmacies with enough time to update their software.

Burch, Edward. (2018, July 2). New laws on the books to
fight opioid epidemic
in
Tennessee.
Retrieved
from http://www.wsmv.com/story/38552519/newlaws-on-the-books-to-fight-opioid-epidemic-intennessee

Kovanis, Georgea. (2018, July 2). Opioid epidemic: New
laws restricting prescriptions go into effect in three
states.
Retrieved
from https://www.msn.com/enus/health/medical/opioid-epidemic-new-lawsrestricting-prescriptions-go-into-effect-in-threestates/ar-AAzqKIg

Opioid Epidemic: New Laws Restricting Prescriptions
Go Into Effect in Three States
New state laws in Michigan, Florida, and Tennessee, are
limiting the number of opioids that doctors can
prescribe. Michigan doctors are now prohibited from
prescribing over a seven-day supply of opioid
medication for acute pain, such as from broken bones,

Registration Open for Opioid Crisis Workshop
The Bowling Green State University Optimal Aging
Institute, the Area Office on Aging of Northwestern
Ohio Inc., and the Wood County Committee on Aging,
are hosting the “Opioid Crisis Workshop: The Unseen
Impact on Older Adults” on July 18, at the Penta Career
Center in Ohio. The workshop will focus on challenges
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faced by grandparents raising children affected by the
opioid epidemic. The workshop speakers will provide
information on opioid use, misuse, and dependency,
along with resources to help combat the epidemic.

ONU To Fight Opioiddemic Through Mobile Clinic.
(2018,
July
3).
Retrieved
from http://www.onu.edu/news/onu_to_fight_opioid_e
pidemic_through_mobile_clinic

Registration open for opioid crisis workshop. (2018, July
2).
Retrieved
from http://www.13abc.com/content/news/Registratio
n-open-for-opioid-crisis-workshop-487128581.html

Shut the Back Door to America's Opioid Epidemic
On July 3, United States Senator Kelly Ayotte, a former
Attorney General of New Hampshire and a Lead CoSponsor of the Comprehensive Addiction and Recovery
Act, released a statement articulating that initiatives by
Pharmacy Benefit Managers (“PBMs”) enable opioid
misuse. PBMs issue prescription coupons, known as
“cash discount cards,” to individuals seeking to
purchase opioid medications for pain management.
Individuals typically pay cash for prescription drugs
because they lack insurance coverage, but due to the
high costs of these drugs, they utilize cash discount
cards. The cash discount cards can be used
anonymously without checking one’s ID or drug history,
nor do they have health plan access limitations.
However, as Ayotte explains, PBMs, such as
CVS/Caremark, Express Scripts, and Optum, generate a
large profit when these cards are used. To shed light on
this issue, Ayotte states that Congress and the states
should hold hearings with the largest PBMs, ban the
use of anonymous cash discount cards, and require
digital ID verification for all opioid and Schedule II
pharmaceutical purchases.

ONU to Fight Opioid Epidemic Through Mobile Clinic
A $100,000 grant from the Cardinal Health Foundation’s
Generation Rx Prescription Drug Misuse Prevention
Education for Youth is helping Ohio Northern
University (“ONU”) carry out a mobile clinic to address
substance misuse and behavioral health issues in
Hardin County and portions of Allen and Hancock
counties. Six community organizations have committed
to participate in ONU’s program, which will provide
initial assessment, intervention, referral, and follow-up
care for individuals struggling with substance use
disorders. Additionally, health care will be provided
through a mobile health unit at various locations.
Barriers for addressing substance misuse and
behavioral health concerns include the lack of opioidand heroin-targeted programs, high treatment cost,
limited numbers of health providers, and the lack of
connectivity of community resources.
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Ayotte, Kelly. (2018, July 3). Shut the back door to
America’s
opioid
epidemic.
Retrieved
from http://thehill.com/opinion/healthcare/395401shut-the-back-door-to-americas-opioid-epidemic
In the Arena: What Louisiana Is Doing to Fight the
Opioid Crisis
In response to a map on the Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention (“CDC”) webpage which shows
Louisiana possessing a statistically significant increase
in drug overdose rates from 2015 to 2016, Karen
Stubbs, Assistant Secretary of the Office of Behavioral
Health, explains that Louisiana is using federal grants
and partnering with Metropolitan Human Services
District to hold town halls in order to educate and
gather feedback on the statewide opioid crisis.
Additionally, participants can add comments and
suggestions on the state’s opioid policy by completing
an online survey.

Deane, Mark. (2018, July 4). In the Arena: What
Louisiana is doing to fight the opioid crisis. Retrieved
from https://wgno.com/2018/07/04/in-the-arena-whatlouisiana-is-doing-to-fight-the-opioid-crisis/
New Strategy Unveiled to Combat Local Opioid Crisis
On July 4, Canada’s Simcoe-Muskoka District Health unit
revealed a multi-pronged approach to combat the
opioid crisis. The health unit received input from health
© 2018 Lumina Analytics, LLC. No claim to original U.S. Government Works or cited materials.

care providers, substance misuse counsellors, and the
police on its new policy, upheld with the five pillars of
prevention, treatment, harm reduction, enforcement,
and emergency management. Specific measures
include engendering awareness programs for at-risk
groups and in schools, providing more access to
treatments for drug dependency, and building regional
rapid-access substance use disorder clinics in Barrie,
Orillia, and Midland, and an overdose prevention and
supervised consumption site in Barrie. Additionally,
more naloxone will be distributed to pharmacies, social
services, emergency departments, and police forces
across Simcoe County, and Muskoka will continue to
warn and inform the public about drug traffickers.
Many of the strategies will be implemented by the end
of this year and health officials expect to fully enforce
the strategy within three years.

Walker, Mike. (2018, July 4). New strategy unveiled to
combat local opioid
crisis.
Retrieved
from https://barrie.ctvnews.ca/new-strategy-unveiledto-combat-local-opioid-crisis-1.4000265
West Michigan Medical Company Developing Products
to Fight Opioid Epidemic
Spencer Stiles, President of the West Michigan medical
company Stryker Instruments, talked with Michigan
Representative Fred Upton about a small prototype
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device to be implanted in patients with back problems
to provide more support and comfort, with the goal of
reducing the need for opioids. Stiles said that the
product already has approval in Europe and is awaiting
approval from the U.S. Food and Drug Administration
(“FDA”). Additionally, Stryker Instruments has
developed and is selling a product called Smart Sink,
which effectively disposes of unused pain medications
in hospitals.

Combs, Cody. (2018, July 4). West Michigan medical
company developing products to fight opioid epidemic.
Retrieved
from http://wwmt.com/news/local/westmichigan-medical-company-developing-products-tofight-opioid-epidemic
Blue Guardian Workers Say Families Key to Opioid
Addiction Treatment

In Lehigh County, Pennsylvania, drug addiction
recovery specialists and police officers are facing
obstacles in implementing the Blue Guardian Program
since its launch in February. Under the program, police
officers and certified recovery specialists have been
making house calls to individuals who have been
administered naloxone, encouraging them to seek
treatment and counseling, but the calls are often
unanswered or individuals are unwilling to seek
treatment. According to Lehigh County Drug and
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Alcohol Administrator J. Layne Turner, denial from
family members is the prime obstacle. In addition,
according to Certified Recovery Specialist John Jezick,
family members feel ashamed of loved ones facing
drug dependency. Since its launch, more than 40
individuals suffering from opioid use disorder have
visited the Blue Guardian Program and 13 have sought
treatment.
Thompson, Carol. (2018, July 5). Blue Guardian workers
say families key to opioid addiction treatment.
Retrieved from http://www.mcall.com/news/police/mcpol-overdose-blue-guardian-20180705-story.html
Casey: Treatment, Prevention Keys to Ending Opioid
Epidemic
On July 2, Pennsylvania Senator Bob Casey spoke about
the growing opioid epidemic in New Castle for his
second re-election campaign. Opioid usage in rural,
economically depressed areas such as Lawrence
County and western Pennsylvania are central to the
campaign. Casey stated that more than $3 billion is
designated for the opioid crisis in a March spending bill,
and another $3 billion for next year’s budget to provide
communities with the resources needed to combat the
problem.

Sirianni, Pete. (2018, July 5). Casey: Treatment,
prevention keys to ending opioid epidemic. Retrieved

84

from
http://www.ncnewsonline.com/news/local_news/casey
-treatment-prevention-keys-to-ending-opioidepidemic/article_13db553c-7abb-5aa5-8273e26cc4e61c8e.html
Lyons Helped Combat Opioid Crisis
Massachusetts Representative Jim Lyons met with the
Andover Police Chief to discuss the opioid epidemic and
solutions to save lives, and one solution discussed is
encouraging officers to carry Narcan, an opioid
overdose reversal medication. Moreover, Lyons is a
supporter for the Opioid Reform Bill, which emphasizes
the need for treatment, education, and prevention to
stop the disease of drug use disorder. Lyons continues
to be a major champion for funding to provide
treatment and residential programs for those in need.

Lyons helped combat opioid crisis. (2018, July 5).
Retrieved
from http://www.andovertownsman.com/opinion/lyon
s-helped-combat-opioid-crisis/article_482607ee-45825782-9775-67fba2288d19.html
Opioid Epidemic Responses Overlook Gender
In a commentary published in The Lancet, Carolyn M.
Mazure, Director of Women’s Health Research at Yale,
and Dr. David A. Fiellin, Director of Yale Program in
Addiction Medicine, call for researchers, clinicians, and
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policymakers to begin accounting for how women
develop opioid use disorder and receive treatment
differently from men. They explained that women’s
greater sensitivity to pain makes them more likely to
misuse
opioids
through
medical
treatment.
Furthermore, a 2016 study shows that emergency
medical services were less likely to administer naloxone
to women experiencing opioid overdose, and in 2012,
28 percent of pregnant women entering drug addiction
treatment reported misusing prescription opioids. The
authors recommended increasing insurance coverage
for non-opioid alternatives for pain treatment and
addressing specific needs of women with opioid use
disorder.

Opioid epidemic responses overlook gender. (2018, July
5).
Retrieved
from
https://www.eurekalert.org/pub_releases/2018-07/yuoer070318.php
Rhode Island’s Federal Funding to Fight Opioid
Epidemic Jumps to $12.6M
On July 4, members of Rhode Island’s Congressional
Delegation increased the state’s federal funding to
$12.55 million in an effort to end the opioid crisis.
According to the Substance Use and Mental Health
Leadership Council President and CEO Susan Storti, the
grant will continue the development of community-
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driven, multidisciplinary, comprehensive and recoveryoriented responses to the opioid epidemic.

Miller, G. Wayne. (2018, July 5). R.I.’s federal funding to
fight opioid epidemic jumps to $12.6M. Retrieved from
http://www.providencejournal.com/news/20180705/ri
s-federal-funding-to-fight-opioid-epidemic-jumps-to126m
Congress Takes Aim at the Opioid Crisis in the
Workplace
Congress introduced a new bill, H.R. 5892, to the House
that aims to establish an advisory committee to guide
the Secretary of Labor on methods that will address
and reduce opioid dependency in workplaces. The 19member committee would include employers,
employees and their representatives, workplace safety
experts, human resources experts, doctors, therapists,
academic researchers, and state and local officials. The
three missions for employers are to create a drug-free
workplace program, conduct drug tests for prescription
medications, and identify when drug misuse occurs.

Bilski, Jared. (2018, July 6). Congress takes aim at the
opioid crisis in the workplace. Retrieved from
http://www.cfodailynews.com/congress-takes-aim-atthe-opioid-crisis-in-the-workplace/
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Impact of Opioid Crisis Felt at Ontario County Sheriff's
Office
Sheriff Philip Povero of Ontario County, New York
presented his final annual report on the opioid crisis,
which showed that drug overdose deaths increased in
the county over the last three years, and that in 2017,
35 individuals died from an opioid overdose. According
to the report, opioid misuse and related issues are the
prime problems faced by public health and public
safety in Ontario County. There is a growth in narcotics
misuse and an increased accessibility of the synthetic
drug fentanyl. He noted how law enforcement officers
have saved lives by using the anti-overdose drug
Narcan.

Crichton, Alex. (2018, July 6). Impact of opioid crisis felt
at Ontario County Sheriff's Office. Retrieved from
http://wxxinews.org/post/impact-opioid-crisis-feltontario-county-sheriffs-office
MetroHealth Launches Podcast Focused on Fight
Against Deadly Opioid Epidemic
MetroHealth in Cleveland, Ohio launched a podcast,
“Prescription for Hope,” that highlights MetroHealth
doctors and nurses involved in fighting the epidemic.
According to the President and CEO, Akram Boutros,
MetroHealth recently adopted new prescribing
guidelines to prescribe three million fewer opioid pills
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than under its previous guidelines. These guidelines will
drastically reduce the number of opioids doctors and
nurse practitioners prescribe yearly.

Goist, Robin (2018, July 6). MetroHealth launches
podcast focused on fight against deadly opioid
epidemic.
Retrieved
from
https://www.cleveland.com/metro/index.ssf/2018/07/
metrohealth_launches_podcast_a.html
New Jersey Lawmakers Propose Opioid Education for
Students in Grades Seven Through Twelve
New Jersey lawmakers created a lesson about Narcan
for students in 7th through 12th grades to educate them
about opioids. If passed in the Assembly, students
would learn how to administer naloxone to an
individual experiencing an overdose. According to Dr.
Diane Calello from Rutgers Medical School, educating
students is one way to combat the epidemic.

New Jersey Lawmakers Propose Opioid Education For
Students In Grades 7-12. (2018, July 6). Retrieved from
https://newyork.cbslocal.com/2018/07/06/opioideducation-new-jersey/
Wake County Sees Big Uptick in Mental Health Crisis
Services
This year, North Carolina’s Wake County will witness a
nearly 50 percent increase of inpatient psychiatric beds
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in just one year, partly due to the county’s rapid growth.
Since the beds were approved in 2015, North Carolina
Department of Health and Human Services regulators
have allotted 122 new inpatient psychiatric beds to the
state. In total, North Carolina has 2,009 beds, 292 beds
of which belong to Wake County. As health care
services in North Carolina, including those treating
substance use disorders, are strictly regulated,
providers need to provide evidence to validate adding
new beds.

Debruyn, Jason. (2018, July 6). Wake County Sees Big
Uptick In Mental Health Crisis Services. Retrieved
from http://wunc.org/post/wake-county-sees-biguptick-mental-health-crisis-services#stream/0
Chatham-Savannah Counter Narcotics Team Adapts
Strategy to Combat Rise of Fentanyl Use
Chatham-Savannah Counter Narcotics Team (“CNT”)
adapted a strategy to reduce opioids in Savannah,
including heroin and fentanyl. So far this year, CNT
seized over 100 grams of heroin. Last year, 1,600
opioid-based prescription pills and 167 grams of heroin
were seized. The agency has partnered with
Atlanta’s High Intensity Drug Trafficking Areas (“HIDTA”)
program, created under the Anti-Drug Abuse Act of
1988, to provide a database of related incidents in the
county.
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Retrieved
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Innovative Opioid Policy at Providence Regional a
Model for Others
Nurse leaders at Providence Regional Medical Center in
Everett, Washington launched a written partnership
agreement four years ago with patients suffering from
drug use disorders. This agreement was created in
response to many patients’ disruptive behavior and
their possession and use of illicit drugs in the hospital.
The program has also been adopted by other St. Joseph
Health hospitals and served as a model for the
University of Tennessee Medical Center. Nurses stated
that the program has successfully helped manage
these situations. However, Gale Springer, a mental
health clinical nurse specialist, shared that nine percent
of their patients admitted in the last six months for
drug-use related problems left because of the
agreement, and this number is higher than he
expected.

Meyer, Harris. (2018, July 7). Innovative opioid policy at
Providence Regional a model for others. Retrieved
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from http://www.modernhealthcare.com/article/20180
707/NEWS/180709955
Is Big Pharma to Blame for the Opioid Epidemic?
Screening in Encinitas of "Do No Harm" Investigates
The National Council on Alcoholism and Drug
Dependence-San Diego Chapter and True North
Recovery Services, two programs based in Encinitas,
California that provide treatment for substance use
disorders, are doing a screening of the documentary
"Do No Harm,” intended to bring awareness to
communities about the dangers of opioid misuse.
Directed by Harry Wiland, the film shows several areas
of the county largely affected by overdose death.
Following the showing, there will be a panel of experts
and stakeholders speaking about the fight against this
crisis. The film will be aired at La Paloma Theater on July
11.

Is big pharma to blame for the opioid epidemic?
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Retrieved
from
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New York Association of Counties, State Coroners
Group to Air Opioid Awareness Ad
The New York Association of Counties joined the New
York State Coroners and Medical Examiners
Association to produce “See The Signs, Save A Life,” a
televised advertisement broadcast across the state to
bring awareness to the signs of opioid addiction. Its
website, ww.seethesignssavealife.org, will provide
resources for individuals and families affected by the
heroin and opioid epidemic. According to Dr. Kevin
Watkins, the Cattaraugus County Public Health Director
and Co-Chair of the Cattaraugus County Heroin and
Opioid Task Force, more awareness can offer help to
those in need.

Miller, Rick. (2018, July 7). New York Association of
Counties, state coroners group to air opioid awareness
ad.
Retrieved
from http://www.oleantimesherald.com/news/newyork-association-of-counties-state-coroners-group-toair/article_928836f4-8199-11e8-bdd5b7b69b4a4753.html
Opioid Crisis May Be Addressed with Insurance
Changes
The Illinois Department of Insurance is expanding
requirements for the state’s Health Care Benchmark
Plan, which depicts minimum benefits covered by a
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majority of the health plans, in an effort to address the
opioid epidemic. If approved by the Federal Centers for
Medicare and Medicaid Services (“CMS”), the changes
will go into effect in 2020. The proposal asks for the
Benchmark Plan to cover alternative therapies for
chronic pain, improvements in how opioids are
prescribed, and increased access to mental health and
substance use disorder treatment and services.
According to a press release from the Illinois
government, the state is the first to make Benchmark
changes with the opioid crisis in mind.

Opioid crisis may be addressed with insurance
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Retrieved
from
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Senators Ask CDC for Support of Forensic Community
in Opioid Epidemic Response
As the number of opioid-induced overdose deaths
continues to rise, a bipartisan group of 12 senators
called on the Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention (“CDC”) to provide more support to forensic
medicine. The senators’ letter stated that medical
examiners,
coroners,
and
toxicologists
are
overwhelmed by the epidemic, and the senators urged
the CDC to ensure that the forensic medicine
community has the tools and support it needs to collect
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and share data to better understand, predict, prevent,
and treat the crisis.

between those directly facing the epidemic and the
policymakers finding solutions.
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Retrieved
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Think Tank Studies Sullivan Opioid Crisis
The Rockefeller Institute of Government, a policy
institute based in Albany, New York, is studying how
rural communities are experiencing and coping with
the opioid crisis by conducting interviews throughout
Sullivan County. In March, the policy institute released
“Stories from Sullivan: How a Rural Community
Addresses the Opioid Crisis” as the first part of its
series, and since then, nine additional parts have been
posted periodically. The nine parts explore the roots of
the opioid crisis nationwide, challenges rural
communities face in the crisis, contributions and efforts
of the government and local groups, how families are
affected, and the effect the crisis has on services and
schools. According to Patricia Strach, Deputy Director
for Research at the institute and one of the authors of
the study, the ultimate goal is to bridge the gap
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Appendix A: Mission
LISA Overview
Mission LISA is a data aggregation project surrounding
the opioid crisis in America. The objective of the project
is to leverage publicly available data to fill knowledge
gaps relevant to opioid addiction prevention,
treatment, and interdiction. Intelligence developed
through Mission LISA is used to publish
recommendations for policy changes, addiction
treatment pathways, and prescription protocols based
on the most timely and relevant predictive indicators of
addiction and mortality risk.
Early stage outcomes on addiction and mortality
caused by prescription and illicit opioids are beginning
to reveal the power laws, or distributions, of addiction
and overdose—a defined set of variables and
conditions that drive the crisis. These insights are used
to direct policy and treatment recommendations
published by the Mission LISA team and its advisory
board. Analytics on nationwide treatment efficacy is
another critical area of our research. More relevant and
timely
data
increases
transparency
around
government-funded treatment programs and is useful
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for directing the allocation of funding and resources to
programs with the highest historical rates of success.
Our research illuminates contradictions in policy and
prescription protocols across physicians, hospitals, and
insurers. Insights gained through this analysis yield
data-driven policy recommendations and opportunities
to enhance and streamline opioid addiction care and
pain treatment. Through Mission LISA, we seek to
alleviate the crisis nationally by lessening instances of
opioid-induced overdose and addiction.
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Appendix B: How to
Read This Report
The Mission LISA Opioid Crisis Intelligence Report
provides discussion and analysis of key data, events,
and trends surrounding the national opioid epidemic.
Analysis draws on data observed in Lumina’s
proprietary Mission LISA data systems and published
across news media platforms over the past month. Our
analysts capture data relevant to crisis prevention,
addiction treatment, policy, and ongoing interdiction
efforts from across the Internet to pinpoint critical
developments in the national discussion.
Each report begins with an executive summary of its
contents. The executive summary is followed by a
commentary that describes current trends and analysis
drawn from ongoing Mission LISA data aggregation and
development. Finally, the report includes a collection of
relevant news articles, which have been curated for
readers by the Mission LISA staff.
The report is broken down by content category for
expedited navigation. We summarize relevant articles
to highlight important findings and insights and
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underline action items derived from new intelligence.
The purpose of this report is to inform understanding
of the national crisis and provide recommendations for
data-driven solutions to curb opioid-induced mortality
and addiction.

