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Executive Summary
This week’s report highlights content collected from
April 2 to May 6, 2018 regarding the national opioid
crisis. The report features:
•

A National Safety Council study that examines
states’ responses to the opioid crisis and six
policy improvements implemented by 13
states that are leading the charge against the
epidemic.

•

A new intervention approach that provides
immediate addiction treatment to patients in
the emergency department to address opioid
mortality.

•

Two new studies that evaluate the association
between marijuana legalization and a
decrease in opioid prescriptions in certain
states.

•

Legislation aimed to help recovering patients
transition back into the workforce, addressing
the workforce shortage caused by opioid
misuse.

© 2018 Lumina Analytics, LLC. No claim to original U.S. Government Works or cited materials.
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Fast Facts
•

•

According to the Kaiser Family Foundation (“KFF”),
the estimated annual cost of opioid addiction and
overdose treatment among people with
employer-based health coverage has increased
from $0.3 billion in 2004 to $2.6 billion in 2016,
even though prescription opioid use has
declined.1
Sales of naloxone increased from approximately
$21 million in 2011 to approximately $274 million
by 2016.2 Drug manufacturers have increased
prices for both Narcan and Evzio. A two-dose
Evzio package, which cost $690 in 2014, now costs
about $4,500.3

•

According to the U.S. Surgeon General Jerome M.
Adams, “77 percent of opioid overdose deaths
occur outside of a medical setting and more than
half occur at home.” Additionally, one person dies
of an opioid overdose every 12.5 minutes across
the country.4

•

According to Stanford pain specialist, Sean
Mackey, there are more than 200 non-opioid
medications,
including
ibuprofen
and
gabapentin, that serve as effective pain
treatment.5,6

•

According to Illinois Congresswoman, Cheri
Bustos, the number of opioid overdoses is 45
percent higher in rural areas than it is in urban

Kovaleski, D. (2018, April 06). Kaiser Family Foundation analysis shows spending on opioid treatment is up. Retrieved April 25, 2018, from
https://lifesciencedaily.com/stories/25087-kaiser-family-foundation-analysis-shows-spending-opioid-treatment/
2
Adkisson, T. (2018, April 06). Overdose-Reversing Naloxone Is Getting Too Expensive For Some Cities. Retrieved April 25, 2018, from https://www.newsy.com/stories/as-opioidcrisis-worsens-overdose-antidotes-get-more-pricey/
3
Yasiejko, C., & Edney, A. (2018, May 03). How Can U.S. Fight the Opioid Crisis? Try Antidote Patents. Retrieved May 9, 2018, from http://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/201805-03/white-house-asked-to-fight-opioids-by-overriding-drug-patents
4
Hale, Z. (2018, April 09). Health officials urge more people to carry drug that reverses opioid overdoses. Retrieved April 25, 2018, from https://tdn.com/news/local/healthofficials-urge-more-people-to-carry-drug-that-reverses/article_f6152fff-71d6-5cdb-a600-3e3665c1ce7c.html
5
Humphreys,
K.
(2018,
April
12).
Analysis
|
Why
doctors
don't
use
alternatives
to
opioids.
Retrieved
April
26,
2018,
from
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/wonk/wp/2018/04/12/why-doctors-dont-use-alternatives-to-opioids/?noredirect=on&utm_term=.ae9579548eec
6
Lopez, G. (2017, May 02). A pain doctor explains how he balances his patients' needs with the opioid epidemic's lessons. Retrieved April 26, 2018, from
https://www.vox.com/policy-and-politics/2017/5/2/15440000/sean-mackey-opioids-chronic-pain
1
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areas due to longer distances to hospitals and the
lack of clinics in smaller towns.7
•

According to an IQVIA report, a total of
196,001,292 opioid prescriptions were filled in
2017, an 8.9 percent decrease from 2016.8

•

According to Senator Jim Inhofe and
Congressman Markwayne Mullin, twice as many
veterans are addicted to painkillers as the general
population.9

Rahman, T. (2018, April 22). Rep. Bustos: More federal dollars for rural opioid crisis. Retrieved April 27, 2018, from http://www.ourquadcities.com/news/rep-bustos-morefederal-dollars-for-rural-opioid-crisis/1133121922
8
Kramer,
J.
(2018,
April
23).
Deaths
Continue
To
Increase,
While
Opioid
Prescriptions
Decrease.
Retrieved
April
30,
2018,
from
http://www.ctnewsjunkie.com/archives/entry/20180423_deaths_continue_to_increase_while_opioid_prescriptions_decrease/
9
Izbicki, A. (2018, May 01). OK Lawmakers Lead Charge To Find Solution For Opioid Epidemic. Retrieved May 4, 2018, from http://www.newson6.com/story/38088330/oklawmakers-lead-charge-to-find-solution-for-opioid-epidemic
7
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with their family and friends, to start carrying
naloxone.11

Current Events
•

•

On April 4, Assistant to the Secretary for Rural
Development, Anne Hazlett, announced that the
United States Department of Agriculture
(“USDA”) is addressing the opioid epidemic in
rural areas through two key grant programs – the
Community Facilities Grant Program and the
Distance Learning and Telemedicine Grant
Program.
Rural
communities,
non-profit
organizations, and federally recognized tribes
can receive grants of up to $150,000 through
Community Facilities grants.10
U.S. Surgeon General Jerome M. Adams joined
Washington health officials on April 6, urging
more people at risk for an opioid overdose, along

•

On April 11, the Senate Subcommittee on Crime
and Terrorism discussed Bill S.2635 – Ending the
Fentanyl Crisis Act of 2018, which decreases the
threshold for mandatory minimum sentencing
on fentanyl distributors and traffickers.12,13

•

On April 17, Vermont Senator Bernie Sanders
introduced Bill S.2691 – Opioid Crisis
Accountability Act of 2018, which prohibits drug
companies from marketing opioids as nonaddictive and fines companies 25 percent of
profits made from opioids if found in
violation.14,15

•

On April 17, the American Society of Medicine
(“ASAM”) and the American Medical Association
(“AMA”) announced the release of a concept

Investments to address opioid crisis in rural U.S. (2018, April 04). Retrieved April 09, 2018, from https://www.morningagclips.com/investments-to-address-opioid-crisis-inrural-u-s/
11
Hale, Z. (2018, April 09). Health officials urge more people to carry drug that reverses opioid overdoses. Retrieved April 25, 2018, from https://tdn.com/news/local/healthofficials-urge-more-people-to-carry-drug-that-reverses/article_f6152fff-71d6-5cdb-a600-3e3665c1ce7c.html
12
Lopez, G. (2018, April 12). Senate Republicans' new plan for the opioid crisis: The same old war on drugs. Retrieved April 26, 2018, from https://www.vox.com/policy-andpolitics/2018/4/12/17226680/senate-republicans-opioid-fentanyl-bill
13
Congress.gov. (2018, April 11). Text - S.2635 - 115th Congress (2017-2018): Ending the Fentanyl Crisis Act of 2018. Retrieved April 26, 2018, from
https://www.congress.gov/bill/115th-congress/senate-bill/2635/text?q={"search":["kennedy"]}
14
Sullivan, P. (2018, April 17). Sanders unveils bill targeting drug companies over opioid crisis. Retrieved April 26, 2018, from http://thehill.com/policy/healthcare/383506-sandersunveils-bill-targeting-drug-companies-over-opioid-crisis
15
Congress.gov. (2018, April 17). Text - S.2691 - 115th Congress (2017-2018): Opioid Crisis Accountability Act of 2018. Retrieved April 26, 2018, from
https://www.congress.gov/bill/115th-congress/senate-bill/2691/text?q={"search":["Opioid Crisis Accountability Act of 2018"]}&r=1
10
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paper outlining an alternative payment model
(“APM”) to ensure comprehensive insurance
coverage of the full spectrum of services needed
by patients with opioid use disorder to overcome
addiction. Shaw, Ryan, M.D., chair of the AMAASAM APM Working Group explained that while
we know “a combination of medication and
psychosocial support systems is the evidencebased standard for treatment, we continue to
find that patients are not able to access
treatment due to limited or non-existent
insurance coverage.” The recently released
concept paper details how we as a nation can
increase the number of patients with access to
comprehensive, coordinated care while also
reducing overall healthcare spending on costs
associated with addiction, including emergency
department visits and hospitalizations.16
•

On
April
17,
the
Drug
Enforcement
Administration (“DEA”) proposed a rule to
improve control over diversion of substances

and enhance quota management for the
production, manufacturing, and procurement of
controlled substances, aiming to reduce the
number of opioid painkillers. The proposed rule
would change how the DEA sets opioid
production limits by requiring drug companies to
identify a need for controlled substances.17,18
•

On April 24, California Representative Raul Ruiz,
M.D. introduced the Advancing High Quality
Treatment for Opioid Use Disorders in Medicare
Act in an effort to increase access to
comprehensive addiction treatment services,
including care management, treatment planning,
and support services, for seniors receiving
Medicare. The bill also requires the Department
of Health and Human Services to develop
treatment guidelines for programs catering to
Medicare patients.19

•

According to a new report published in the
Journal of the American Medical Association on

AMA-Led Alternative Payment Model Aims to Improve Opioid Use Disorder. (n.d.). Retrieved from https://www.healthcare-informatics.com/news-item/payment/ama-ledalternative-payment-model-aims-improve-opioid-use-disorder
17
Lerose, K. (2018, April 29). DEA proposes rule to fight opioid epidemic in West Virginia. Retrieved May 4, 2018, from http://www.journal-news.net/news/localnews/2018/04/dea-proposes-rule-to-fight-opioid-epidemic-in-west-virginia/
18
Field, E. (2018, April 17). DEA Proposes Capping Opioid Quotas - Law360. Retrieved May 4, 2018, from https://www.law360.com/articles/1034480/dea-proposes-cappingopioid-quotas
19
Dr. Ruiz Introduces Bill to Tackle Opioid Epidemic and Expand Treatment Options for Seniors. (2018, April 24). Retrieved April 30, 2018, from https://ruiz.house.gov/mediacenter/press-releases/dr-ruiz-introduces-bill-tackle-opioid-epidemic-and-expand-treatment
16
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May 1, the number of overdose deaths involving
synthetic opioids such as fentanyl has increased
approximately 545.6 percent, from 3,007 in 2010
to 19,413 in 2016. This report confirms synthetic
opioids have surpassed prescription opioids as
the top killer in the national opioid crisis.20,21
•

Social media platform, Instagram, has removed
content relevant to hashtags containing drug
names, such as “#fentanyl”, “#oxycontin”, and
“#opioids”, to prevent users from selling opioids
on the platform.22

•

Scientists at Indiana University School of
Medicine identified a specific function of the
connection between opioid receptors and a
brain circuit responsible for creating addictive
behaviors. The team found that both opioid
exposure and alcohol exposure affect opioid
receptors’ functionality, interfering with normal
communication within the brain. With better

understanding of how the two brain parts
communicate, scientists can begin to identify
new treatment pathways to predict, treat, or
reverse opioid addiction.23
•

Eleven hospitals in Baltimore, Maryland
committed to a new city initiative that aims to
screen patients for addiction, connect patients to
rehabilitation programs, and distribute the
opioid overdose reversal medication, naloxone.
Under this initiative, the city and hospitals have
developed prospective standards of care for
treating substance misuse patients in an
emergency setting.24

Senator Hassan Statement on Report Confirming Fentanyl as Number One Killer in Opioid Epidemic | U.S. Senator Maggie Hassan of New Hampshire. (2018, May 02). Retrieved
May 9, 2018, from https://www.hassan.senate.gov/news/press-releases/senator-hassan-statement-on-report-confirming-fentanyl-as-number-one-killer-in-opioid-epidemic
21
Jones, C. M., Einstein, E. B., & Compton, W. M. (2018). Changes in Synthetic Opioid Involvement in Drug Overdose Deaths in the United States, 2010-2016. Jama, 319(17), 1819.
doi:10.1001/jama.2018.2844
22
CBS News. (2018, April 07). Facebook shuts down drug hashtags on Instagram. Retrieved April 25, 2018, from https://www.cbsnews.com/news/facebook-shuts-down-drughashtags-instagram-2018-04-07/
23
IUSM Newsroom. (2018, April 16). Indiana University. Retrieved April 26, 2018, from http://news.medicine.iu.edu/releases/2018/04/scientists-respond-to-opioid-crisis.shtml
24
McDaniels, A. K. (2018, April 30). Baltimore hospitals to play a bigger role in opioid epidemic under city initiative. Retrieved May 7, 2018, from
http://www.baltimoresun.com/health/bs-hs-opioid-hospital-initiative-20180430-story.html
20

© 2018 Lumina Analytics, LLC. No claim to original U.S. Government Works or cited materials.

10

The Role of Technology
in Tracking and
Interrupting Illicit Drug
Flows

meant to inform more targeted interdiction efforts at
the state, local, and national level, as well as evidencebased policy decision-making surrounding interdiction
and opioid supply chain interruption. Additionally,
healthcare service providers can leverage data
regarding illicit drug flows to better service local
communities identified as hot spots of illicit drug use or
prescription diversion through geolocation tag and text
mining.

Mission LISA has recently launched its Opioid
Interdiction Ecosystem (“OIE”), a data ecosystem that
collects information from across social media
platforms, including Facebook, Twitter, Reddit, and
Craigslist, among others, to track the sale, purchase,
transport, and exchange of illicit and diverted
prescription opioids. The purpose of the OIE is to
provide law enforcement, policymakers, and
healthcare service providers with real-time information
regarding the flow of illicit drugs across the Internet as
well as across geographies throughout the United
States. In addition to data aggregation, Mission LISA will
conduct comprehensive social network analysis across
OIE data to identify the individuals and entities engaged
in illicit drug trafficking and the key drivers and
influencers across drug markets. This intelligence is

On February 12, 2018, Representative Sean Patrick
Maloney (NY-18) introduced the Stop Online Opioid
Sales Act, which would require the DEA to aggregate
information related to online drug sales and issue
annual reports to inform solutions to the opioid crisis
and illicit drug use nationally. At present there is no
comprehensive reporting available to policymakers or
other interested stakeholders regarding Internet drug
sales. According to a report published by the Senate in
January of 2018, “Americans acquired $800 million in
fentanyl from China alone over the past two years”
primarily through the use of online channels.25
Additionally, according to the Global Drug Survey 2015,
which collected data from over 100,000 respondents
globally, “more than 11,750 respondents said they had

Maloney Announces Stop Online Opioid Sales Act. (2018, March 27). Retrieved from https://seanmaloney.house.gov/media-center/press-releases/maloney-announces-stoponline-opioid-sales-act
25
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purchased drugs online.”26 Data aggregated through
Mission LISA’s OIE will bring illegal online drug
exchange to light, providing critical, real-time insight to
support efforts against illicit drug trafficking
nationwide.

Pegg,
D.
(2015,
June
07).
Global
Drug
Survey
2015
shows
more
people
buying
https://www.theguardian.com/society/datablog/2015/jun/08/global-drug-survey-2015-buy-online-darknet-silk-road
26
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Treatment and Policy
Need for Enhanced Data Sharing Revealed in
Assessment of State Responses to Opioid
Crisis
On Monday, April 2, the National Safety Council issued
a nationwide study regarding state responses to the
national opioid crisis. Specifically, the study assessed
which states are leading the charge against the opioid
crisis through implementation of six policy
improvements, including:
1. Mandating prescriber education;
2. Implementing opioid prescribing guidelines;
3. Integrating Prescription Drug Monitoring
Programs (“PDMPs”) into clinical settings;
4. Improving data collection and sharing;
5. Treating opioid overdose;
6. Increasing availability of opioid use disorder
treatment

Of all 50 states, 13 plus the District of Columbia were
given high marks, indicating policies have improved
significantly. These states include Arizona, Connecticut,
Delaware, Georgia, Michigan, Nevada, New Hampshire,
New Mexico, North Carolina, Ohio, Rhode Island,
Virginia, and West Virginia. Nine states were marked as
“failing”, meaning these states have only taken one or
two of the six key actions outlined to improve state
policy surrounding the opioid epidemic. These states
include Arkansas, Missouri, Kansas, Iowa, Mississippi,
Montana, North Dakota, Oregon, and Wyoming. In
total, the report shows that 29 states “are lagging in
improvements” to opioid-related policy.27 More
analysis is needed to measure the efficacy of each
policy across states which have effectively
implemented these changes to date.
Many states have implanted PDMPs into clinical
settings, but the vast majority of states continue to
struggle with data sharing programs that grant
stakeholder access to accurate and time-relevant data
surrounding the crisis. The report indicates that “Forty
states monitor prescriptions, but only seven share their

Only
13
states,
D.C.
tackling
opioid
epidemic
effectively:
Study.
(n.d.).
Retrieved
April
09,
http://www.businessinsurance.com/article/20180402/NEWS08/912320299/Only-13-states-District-of-Columbia-tackling-opioid-epidemic-effectively-Nationa
27
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data.”28 Federal, state, and county-level policymakers
and health officials must invest greater time and
resources into data sharing capabilities that will bolster
healthcare service providers and law enforcement in
their efforts against opioid addiction and overdose.
Data sharing will empower evidence-based decisionmaking, maximizing reach and impact of policy changes
and stakeholder action.

The Importance of Immediate Care for
Addressing Opioid Mortality
On April 25, the West Virginia Department of Health and
Human Resources (“DHHR”) announced funding to
support a new approach for opioid addiction
treatment. This treatment approach provides
immediate counseling services to emergency
department (“ED”) patients. The DHHR provided
$332,601 to fund a pilot program that offers assisted
counseling and long-term recovery to victims of opioid
overdose. The grant is a result of Governor Jim Justice’s
plan to curb the opioid crisis. The project will be
implemented by the Marshall University School of
Medicine and Marshall Health.

28

Ibid.

© 2018 Lumina Analytics, LLC. No claim to original U.S. Government Works or cited materials.

According to the Director of Addiction Services at
Marshall University, Bob Hansen, the program aims to
provide immediate medical treatment for overdose
patients. Immediate attention and a timely transition
from ER care to addiction treatment are vital to
achieving recovery, as many patients will decide not to
seek treatment and leave the ER if immediate
treatment is not available. Hansen stated, “They’re in
the middle of their addiction, and may be ready for help
today, or right now, this minute, but two hours from
now, they may not be ready, or want help.” The
program gives patients the opportunity to receive
medication-assisted treatment and to be referred to
community-based treatment and recovery services,
where patients receive an assessment for their
condition. Additionally, the program includes two multiagency outpatient centers, where substance misuse
patients can go for help without making an
appointment. According to Nancy Sullivan, Acting
Commissioner of DHHR’s Bureau for Behavioral Health
and Health Facilities, the program “will help assure
early identification and immediate and sustained

14

response of skilled, emphatic supports for opioid
overdose survivors.”29
In March 2018, Mission LISA published a policy
recommendation focused on enhanced treatment
intervention to rapidly reduce opioid-induced mortality
for victims of non-fatal opioid overdose. Mission LISA
recommends an emergency treatment program that
includes the following: transport of overdose victims to
an emergency care facility immediately following the
overdose incident, in-patient attention for up to 24
hours, patient education on the risk of repeat overdose
and death and local treatment options, introduction to
an evidence-based treatment program, and release of
naloxone to patients and family members or friends
with instruction on how to administer. The
recommended intervention program advocates for
connecting overdose victims to medication-assisted
treatment and long-term behavioral therapy. This
approach addresses the current lack of immediate
intervention provided to victims of non-fatal overdose
beyond the use of naloxone. The pilot program funded
by the West Virginia DHHR is beginning to bridge the
gap in emergency care provided to overdose patients
using a similar approach. Through intervention at the
ED, hospitals will be able to initiate long-term recovery

for especially vulnerable patients at an optimal time,
ultimately preventing recurrent overdose and death.
Connecting opioid overdose patients from the ED to
evidence-based treatment programs is crucial in
reducing opioid-induced mortality. More healthcare
facilities and hospitals should incorporate a similar
intervention program into treatment protocols to fill
the existing gap in emergency care for victims of nonfatal overdose.

Legalizing Medical Marijuana Could Help
Curb the Opioid Epidemic
Two new studies published on April 2 report a
significant association between the legalization of
medical marijuana and decreases in opioid
prescriptions in certain states. The studies examined
the relationship between state marijuana laws and
opioid prescribing patterns among Medicaid and
Medicaid Part D enrollees. Researchers found that
opioid prescriptions under Medicaid decreased by 5.88
percent in states that instituted medical marijuana laws
and that opiate use under Medicare dropped by 14.5

McConville, J. (2018, April 29). DHHR awards funds for fast response opioid project. Retrieved May 7, 2018, from http://www.journal-news.net/news/local-news/2018/04/dhhrawards-funds-for-fast-response-opioid-project/
29
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percent in states that permitted legal marijuana
dispensaries.30
According to the first study, which analyzed opioid
prescriptions dispensed under Medicare Part D, there
were 23.08 million daily doses31 of opioids dispensed
on average in each state from 2010 to 2015.
Researchers found states that enacted medical
marijuana laws recorded 2.211 million fewer daily
doses of opioid prescriptions, compared to states
without medical marijuana laws. Specifically, states
operating marijuana dispensaries recorded 3.742
million fewer daily doses of opioid prescriptions, and
states permitting home cultivation recorded 1.792
million fewer daily doses of opioid prescriptions.
Additionally, reductions in prescribing varied by opioid
type. Hydrocodone prescriptions decreased by 17.4
percent, or 2.32 million daily doses, in states with
dispensary-based medical marijuana laws and
decreased by 9.4 percent, or 1.256 million daily doses,
in states with home-cultivation-only-based medical
marijuana laws. Similarly, morphine prescriptions

decreased by 20.7 percent, or 0.361 million daily doses,
in states with dispensary-based medical marijuana
laws. Although the reduction was not statistically
significant, fentanyl prescriptions also decreased by 8.5
percent in states with medical marijuana laws.32
Aside from the association between medical marijuana
laws and lower opioid prescribing rates under
Medicaid, the second study analyzing Medicaid
prescription data from 2011 to 2016 also found a 6.38
percent reduction in opioid prescriptions associated
with implementation of recreational adult-use
marijuana laws. Researchers concluded that enacting
medical marijuana laws and adult-use marijuana laws
could reduce opioid prescriptions for Medicaid
members, a population at high-risk for chronic pain,
opioid misuse, and opioid overdose. Researchers
further suggest that marijuana liberalization should be
discussed when creating policies to reduce adverse

Clark, M. (2018, April 02). Legalizing medical marijuana could help curb the opioid epidemic: Report. Retrieved April 10, 2018, from
http://www.nola.com/health/index.ssf/2018/04/marijuana_legalization_opioid.html
31
“Daily dose” is measured by the number of opioids prescribed per day for any opioid prescribed in each state. The number of days of opioid supply for each prescription are
part of the total “daily dose” calculation. For example, if an opioid is prescribed for a three-day period, one dose per day would be added to the “daily dose” estimate for each
of the three days.
32
Bradford, A. C., Bradford, W. D., Abraham, A., & Adams, G. B. (2018). Association Between US State Medical Cannabis Laws and Opioid Prescribing in the Medicare Part D
Population. JAMA Internal Medicine. doi:10.1001/jamainternmed.2018.0266
30
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health outcomes resulting from opioid use and opioid
prescriptions.33
According to Melissa Moore, New York Deputy State
Director for the Drug Policy Alliance, "There is a growing
body of scientific literature suggesting that legal access
to marijuana can reduce the use of opioids as well as
opioid-related overdose deaths." Lead author of the
Medicare study and Professor of Public Administration
and Policy at the University of Georgia, David Bradford,
states, “Unlike opioids, marijuana has little addiction
potential, and virtually no deaths from marijuana
overdose have been reported in the United States.”
Bradford argues that using marijuana to treat chronic
pain is safer than using opiates and that marijuana is a
potential tool for managing the opioid epidemic.
However, the two new studies only provide insight on
opioid prescribing patterns for Medicaid and Medicare
enrollees. The findings are not generalizable to
privately insured or uninsured populations. 34
Furthermore, a 2017 study found a positive association
between illicit marijuana use and opioid misuse.35

Therefore, it is imperative to continue examining the
merits of legalizing marijuana for curbing the opioid
crisis in order to create effective policies based on
consistent findings.36

Legislation Addressing the Workforce
Shortage Resulting from the Opioid Crisis
One of the consequences of the national opioid
epidemic is a workforce shortage, shown by the
increasing number of individuals kept out of work due
to opioid dependency. An American Action Forum study
reports that, between 1999 and 2015, approximately
one million individuals were not looking for work or
were unemployed due to opioids. Additionally, opioids
kept 919,400 individuals aged 25 to 54 out of the labor
force in 2015. The study also shows that the reduction
in workforce participation between 1999 and 2015 cost

Wen, H., & Hockenberry, J. M. (2018). Association of Medical and Adult-Use Marijuana Laws With Opioid Prescribing for Medicaid Enrollees. JAMA Internal Medicine.
doi:10.1001/jamainternmed.2018.1007
34
Lieber, M. (2018, April 02). Legal marijuana could help offset opioid epidemic. Retrieved April 10, 2018, from https://www.cnn.com/2018/04/02/health/medical-cannabis-lawopioid-prescription-study/index.html
35
Olfson, M., Wall, M. M., Liu, S., & Blanco, C. (2018). Cannabis Use and Risk of Prescription Opioid Use Disorder in the United States. American Journal of Psychiatry, 175(1), 4753. doi:10.1176/appi.ajp.2017.17040413
36
Lieber, M. (2018, April 02). Legal marijuana could help offset opioid epidemic. Retrieved April 10, 2018, from https://www.cnn.com/2018/04/02/health/medical-cannabis-lawopioid-prescription-study/index.html
33
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the U.S. economy 12.1 billion work hours and roughly
$702.1 billion in real output.37
Several pieces of legislation have been introduced to
tackle problems in the workforce related to opioid
misuse. On April 11, Ohio Senator Sherrod Brown and
West Virginia Senator Shelley Moore Capito introduced
the Collectively Achieving Recovery and Employment
Act, or the CARE Act, to address the workforce shortage.
The bill creates a six-year pilot project to combine
recovery services and job training programs using
existing grants from the Department of Labor and the
Department of Health and Human Services.38 The
senators’ provision based on the CARE Act is also
included in the Opioid Crisis Response Act, a multifaceted package aimed at curbing the opioid crisis.
Senator Brown states, “any comprehensive approach to
tackling the opioid epidemic must address the
workforce shortage created by the crisis.”39

face when finding and hiring suitable employees. On
April 24, Senator McConnell introduced the
Comprehensive Addiction Recovery through Effective
Employment and Re-entry Act, or the CAREER Act, to
form partnerships between local business and
treatment groups to help recovering patients secure
employment. The bill aims to provide affordable
transitional housing options for patients in recovery
and to give states more flexibility in utilizing federal
funds to move individuals from treatment to the
workforce.40 More resources should be allocated to
connecting treatment services and workforce training
programs and supporting those in recovery as they
transition back into the workforce.

According to Kentucky Senator, Mitch McConnell,
substance misuse is a challenge Kentucky employers
Gitis, B., & Soto, I. (2018, March 27). The Labor Force and Output Consequences of the Opioid Crisis. Retrieved April 30, 2018, from
https://www.americanactionforum.org/research/labor-force-output-consequences-opioid-crisis/
38
Brown, Capito Introduce Bipartisan Legislation to Address Workforce Shortage Created By Opioid Epidemic | U.S. Senator for Ohio. (2018, April 11). Retrieved April 30, 2018,
from https://www.brown.senate.gov/newsroom/press/release/brown-capito-introduce-bipartisan-legislation-to-address-workforce-shortage-created-by-opioid-epidemic
39
Brown, Capito Secure Opioid Workforce Provision in Key Committee Bill | U.S. Senator for Ohio. (2018, April 23). Retrieved April 30, 2018, from
https://www.brown.senate.gov/newsroom/press/release/brown-capito-secure-opioid-workforce-provision-in-key-committee-bill40
Latek, T. (2018, April 24). McConnell bill targets problems with opioid epidemic on workforce. Retrieved April 30, 2018, from http://kentuckytoday.com/stories/mcconnell-billtargets-problems-with-opioid-epidemic-on-workforce,13001
37
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Alerts Log
April 2, 2018 – May 6, 2018
An Increasing Number of Children are Tragic Victims of
the State's Opioid Crisis
A recent review of child custody cases before West
Virginia Supreme Court illustrates what is happening in
the state. There has been a 46 percent increase in
children taken into state custody from October 2014 to
October 2017, according to the West Virginia
Department of Health and Human Resources (“DHHR”).
Eight out of every ten children removed from homes
were abused, neglected, or both, due to parental drug
use. In 2006, DHHR rescued 970 children from homes,
citing drug misuse in the household as the primary
reason. The number of children rescued has increased
nearly three-fold to 2,625 in the last 12 years. Fortyeight positions have been added in DHHR Child
Protective Services to help reduce the caseload. The
lack of foster parents has made it increasingly difficult
to find a safe, temporary home for these children.

Kercheval, Hoppy. (2018, April 2). An increasing number
of children are tragic victims of the state’s opioid crisis.
Retrieved
from
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Battling the Opioid Epidemic Through Prevention and
Success Stories
Officials from Wisconsin’s Brown County joined United
States Senator Tammy Baldwin for a discussion
regarding the opioid epidemic. Senator Baldwin is a
member of the Senate Appropriations Committee and
has worked with political counterparts to secure a $3
billion increase in federal funding to fight the national
opioid epidemic. Senator Baldwin said that local and
state partnerships are helping solve the problem, but
have yet to see progress as the number of overdoses
increases. According to Baldwin, there are still
problems in the funding system.

Morales, Aisha. (2018, April 2). Battling the opioid
epidemic through prevention and success stories.
Retrieved
from
http://www.wbay.com/content/news/Battling-theopioid-epidemic-through-prevention-and-successstories-478577233.html
Legalizing Medical Marijuana Could Help Curb the
Opioid Epidemic: Report
According to two new studies published in JAMA
Internal Medicine, legalizing medical marijuana has led
to a drop in opioid prescriptions in certain states.
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Compared to other states, states that legalized medical
marijuana had 2.21 million fewer daily doses of opioid
prescriptions per year. Opioid prescriptions under
Medicaid dropped by 5.8 percent in states with medical
marijuana laws. Researchers also found a 14.5 percent
reduction in any opiate use in states operating legal
marijuana dispensaries. A study published in the
American Journal of Public Health showed that
legalizing marijuana in the state of Colorado was
associated with a drop in opiate overdose deaths in
2014. The study also noted that opioid-related deaths
decreased by more than 6 percent over two years.
Researchers suggested examining whether the same
association exists in other states that have legalized
marijuana such as Washington and Oregon.

Clark, Maria. (2018, April 2). Legalizing medical
marijuana could help curb the opioid epidemic: report.
Received
from
http://www.nola.com/health/index.ssf/2018/04/mariju
ana_legalization_opioid.html
MPD To Begin Carrying Narcan In Fight Against Opioid
Epidemic
Minneapolis Police Department (“MPD”) has begun
training officers with naloxone, a life-saving drug often
sold under the brand name Narcan. The drug can
reverse the effects of an overdose in minutes. While
© 2018 Lumina Analytics, LLC. No claim to original U.S. Government Works or cited materials.

MPD is the largest police department in Minnesota, it is
one of the last state agencies to distribute naloxone to
its officers. MPD Chief Medaria Arradondo said that
after officers receive training on administering Narcan,
their primary responsibility will be to save lives, not to
investigate the source of the opioids. Officers in South
Minneapolis will be the first to receive Narcan training
since the city’s south side has seen a high concentration
of overdose emergencies and deaths. Arradondo plans
to have every officer trained on how to administer the
drug by the end of the year. Each dose of Narcan costs
about $70.

McGuire, Mary. (2018, April 2). MPD To Begin Carrying
Narcan In Fight Against Opioid Epidemic. Retrieved
from http://minnesota.cbslocal.com/2018/04/02/mpdnarcan-opioid-crisis/
Monroe County Sherriff Discusses Opioid Crisis
New York’s Monroe County Sheriff, Todd Baxter,
discussed his office's role in combating the opioid crisis
at Trillium Health. ROC Families In Recovery hosts
events featuring guest speakers every first and third
Monday of the month at Trillium Health. Baxter talked
about the importance of law enforcement's role in the
opioid crisis. He said that law enforcement needs to
stabilize the situation. The Monroe County Heroin Task
Force reported 10 opioid overdose deaths in March.
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According to S.O.A.R.S. Human Services Specialist
Becky Baker, many families are dealing with addiction
in Monroe County.

designed to bring together concerned residents,
advocates, treatment professionals, first responders,
and others to talk about addiction in their communities.

Monroe County Sherriff discusses opioid crisis. (2018,
April
2).
Retrieved
from
http://spectrumlocalnews.com/nys/rochester/news/20
18/04/03/monroe-county-sheriff-todd-baxter-opioidcrisis

Leonard, Nicole. (2018, April 2). South Jersey counties
hold opioid epidemic awareness events. Retrieved from
http://www.pressofatlanticcity.com/news/southjersey-counties-hold-opioid-epidemic-awarenessevents/article_65a32637-3179-5baa-b8c4cb9feba74bf1.html

South Jersey Counties Hold Opioid Epidemic Awareness
Events
Addiction Prevention and Treatment Advocates is
bringing together South Jersey communities by holding
expert panels and town hall meetings to discuss the
national opioid epidemic. Over April and May, residents
in New Jersey’s Atlantic, Cape May, and Ocean counties
will be invited to discuss how opioid addiction is
affecting their communities, as well as possible
solutions to those issues. Stockton University in
Galloway Township will hold an expert panel event on
how the community can address the opioid crisis.
University officials said that the panel discussion will
examine the current opioid crisis through four
educational perspectives, Biology, Social Science,
Health Science, and Wellness Studies. The panelist
speakers at the event include Nathaniel Hartman, Jack
Lewis, Michele Previti, and Luanne Anton. The event is
© 2018 Lumina Analytics, LLC. No claim to original U.S. Government Works or cited materials.

Floyd County Health Department Offering Free Narcan
to Residents
Indiana’s Floyd County Health Department has begun
issuing intranasal naloxone antidote kits through a
grant from the state. The kits will be distributed free of
charge to the public one at a time. The program is part
of the local government's response to the increasing
overdose death rate. Anyone who is interested in
obtaining this medication can go to the health
department and receive instructions on its use.
Moreover, people will receive referrals for opioid
addiction treatment, as well as instructions on how to
notify emergency services once the kit is used on an
overdose victim. Dr. Tom Harris, Floyd County Health
Officer, said that the kit does not replace the need for
addiction treatment. However, it does provide an acute
life-saving intervention.
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Floyd County Health Department offering free Narcan
to residents. (2018, April 3). Retrieved from
http://www.newsandtribune.com/news/floyd-countyhealth-department-offering-free-narcan-toresidents/article_f5d2499e-377e-11e8-a6bbcf1cb22d4182.html
Gov. Murphy Proposes Extra $100 Million to Fight
Opioid Crisis
Phil Murphy, New Jersey Governor, said that he wants
$100 million more to be spent to address New Jersey's
opioid crisis. Murphy outlined the budget proposal at
Rescue Mission of Trenton, a recovery house for
residents in poverty and those with drug addiction.
Murphy said that out of the $100 million, $56 million
would go toward expanding access to services,
including outpatient treatment. He also said that $31
million would go toward addressing "social risk
factors", including money to enable housing for highrisk families. Further, $13 million would go toward
supporting technology and data-sharing infrastructure.
The infrastructure would promote treatment centers'
transition to electronic health records.

Gov. Murphy proposes extra $100 million to fight
opioid crisis. (2018, April 3). Retrieved from
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App in Development to Help Indiana Doctors Fight
Opioid Crisis
Indiana doctors and medical professionals will soon be
able to find better practices for prescribing pain
medication through a cellphone app. The Richard M.
Fairbanks Foundation will provide a $230,000 grant to
medical leaders for creating the app and other learning
tools. The app is intended to help control Indiana's
opioid epidemic. Dr. John McGoff, President of the
Indiana State Medical Association, said that the
association is working on designing the app and plans
to launch the app in the next six months. The app will
offer opioid-prescribing courses to doctors, nurses, and
physician assistants. The Indiana Hospital Association,
specialty societies, and health systems will develop
content and learning materials will be tailored to suit
different medical specialty groups.

Spieth, Randy. (2018, April 4). App in development to
help Indiana doctors fight opioid crisis. Retrieved from
http://fox59.com/2018/04/04/app-in-development-tohelp-doctors-fight-opioid-crisis/
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Henderson County Commissioners to Look at Task
Force to Combat Opioid Crisis
North Carolina’s Henderson County Commissioners
want to create a task force that includes police officers,
paramedics, drug counselors, or anyone directly
involved with the crisis. The purpose of the task force is
to provide immediate relief from the crisis. According
to Executive Director of First Contact Addiction
Ministries in Hendersonville, Craig Halfor, it is not a
solution involving just the government, but the whole
community. He added that all people need to get
involved in ending the opioid crisis. Henderson County
Manager Steve Wyatt said that the crisis is an
emergency and should be treated as such by the
proposed task force. According to Wyatt and Halford,
addressing addiction among jail inmates will be a good
start. Halford said that 80 percent to 90 percent of all
jail inmates suffer from drug-related issues. He added
that quick action is needed to cater to people suffering
from addiction before they get involved in the criminal
justice system. Commissioners are expected to vote on
the task force during their meeting on April 18.

Botelho, Darren. (2018, April 4). Henderson County
commissioners to look at task force to combat opioid
crisis.
Retrieved
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Investments to Address Opioid Crisis in Rural U.S.
Assistant to the Secretary for Rural Development at the
United States Department of Agriculture (“USDA”) Anne
Hazlett announced that the USDA is giving priority to
funding through two key grant programs to address
opioid misuse in rural communities. The USDA is
reserving $5 million in the Community Facilities Grant
Program and is giving priority to the Distance Learning
and Telemedicine Grant (“DLT”) Program. The DLT
Program accepts applications proposing innovative
projects to address the opioid epidemic in rural
communities. The Community Facilities Grant Program
allows rural communities, non-profit organizations,
and federally recognized tribes to apply for grants of up
to $150,000 for innovative projects such as mobile
treatment clinics. Community Facilities' grants may
fund up to 75 percent of an eligible project. DLT
applicants will receive priority for telemedicine projects
that provide opioid prevention, treatment, or recovery
services. Eligible proposals can receive 10 priority
points for their applications. Funding for both
programs was made available through the FY 2018
Omnibus Spending Bill.
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Ambrosia Treatment Center Expands in Burlington
County in Response to Opioid Epidemic
Ambrosia Treatment Center will open a new residential
treatment facility at its Medford campus in an effort to
improve its response to the region’s growing opioid
epidemic. Construction of the 19,000-square-foot
facility at 287 Old Marlton Pike, New Jersey, was
completed recently. The new facility creates space for
30 beds, as well as medical, dining, and clinical services.
Ambrosia has employed additional staff for the new
facility, including therapists, case managers, a medical
director, full-time nurses, and several full and part-time
resident managers.

Wagner, Jenny. (2018, April 5). Ambrosia Treatment
Center expands in Burlington County in response to
opioid
epidemic.
Retrieved
from
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Bill Clinton on the Opioid Crisis: 'Nobody Gets Out of
This for Free'
According to former President Bill Clinton, the opioid
epidemic has affected every part of the country. The
former president believes the crisis needs to be
addressed as both a huge national crisis as well as a
community-by-community tragedy. He stated that the
opioid crisis may rob the country of its future. The
former president also mentioned the work of the
Clinton Foundation. The foundation provides training
and resources to communities fighting addiction and
makes naloxone available to the public at a low cost.
Clinton spoke recently at the National Rx Drug Abuse &
Heroin Summit where he shared his personal
experiences as well as thoughts about strategies
against the opioid crisis.

Ungar, Laura. (2018, April 5). Bill Clinton on the opioid
crisis: 'Nobody gets out of this for free'. Retrieved from
http://www.kagstv.com/article/news/nation-now/billclinton-on-the-opioid-crisis-nobody-gets-out-of-thisfor-free/465-8582c54e-9e88-4953-a0b8-ec5e60fb4591
Legislature Votes to Spend $6.6 Million More a Year to
Help Uninsured in Opioid Struggle
Maine lawmakers have approved spending $6.6 million
a year to combat the opioid crisis by helping uninsured
Mainers obtain treatment. Recently, the Senate voted
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unanimously in favor of the legislation. The House also
approved it the next day by a voice vote. The bill still
confronts a significant hurdle, in that lawmakers have
to appropriate money for it. However, the large number
of votes is an indicator that the bill has been deemed
as a high priority. The money would help in providing
medication-assisted treatment, such as methadone
and suboxone, for the uninsured. The bill is envisioned
to help 400 to 500 uninsured patients who lack access
to treatment annually.

Lawlor, Joe. (2018, April 5). Legislature votes to spend
$6.6 million more a year to help uninsured in opioid
struggle.
Retrieved
from
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As Opioid Crisis Worsens, Overdose Antidotes Get More
Pricey
Sales of overdose-reversing naloxone increased from
about $21 million in 2011 to $274 million in 2016. State
and local governments passed rules to make the
antidote more widely available. Some of the companies
increased their prices in response to the new
regulations. The increase in naloxone's price has
caused difficulties for local governments that want to
distribute the medication to more first responders. In
© 2018 Lumina Analytics, LLC. No claim to original U.S. Government Works or cited materials.

2010, the Washington, D.C. Fire Department could get
naloxone for $6 a syringe. Now, the same drug costs
five times as much. In cities hit hardest, such as
Philadelphia, the budget is running thin, facilitating a
steady supply of naloxone. In 2016, the city budgeted a
purchase of 5,000 naloxone kits for the year. However,
the city needed a private organization to donate
another 1,500 kits to keep naloxone stocked for first
responders.

Adkisson, Tyler. (2018, April 6). Overdose-Reversing
Naloxone Is Getting Too Expensive For Some Cities.
Retrieved from https://www.newsy.com/stories/asopioid-crisis-worsens-overdose-antidotes-get-morepricey/
Indiana Gov. Holcomb Signs Bills to Fight Opioid Crisis
Indiana Governor Eric Holcomb signed three drug
prevention and treatment bills to fight the opioid crisis.
One of his goals this session was to add nine additional
addiction treatment centers in the state. This ensures
that people would not have to drive more than an hour
to get help. The House Act 1007 signed by Holcomb
authorizes creating more treatment centers. The bill
also expands flexibility for mental health worker
licensing.
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Kaiser Family Foundation Analysis Shows Spending on
Opioid Treatment is Up
According to a new study by the Kaiser Family
Foundation ("KFF"), the cost of treating opioid addiction
and overdoses among people with employer-based
health coverage has increased sharply in recent years.
The estimated annual cost of treating opioid addiction
and overdose jumped from $0.3 billion in 2004 to $2.6
billion in 2016. Although costs of treatment are
increasing, use of prescription opioids among people in
employer health plans has declined. Opioid use
increased in 2009, according to the KFF study, when
17.3 percent of large employer plan enrollees had at
least one opioid prescription during the year. The
number has decreased down to 13.6 percent in 2016.

Kovaleski, Dave. (2018, April 6). Kaiser Family
Foundation analysis shows spending on opioid
treatment
is
up.
Retrieved
from
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Warren Calls for New Federal Approach to Opioid Crisis
United States Senator Elizabeth Warren of
Massachusetts is urging the federal government to
confront the opioid addiction crisis as it did the AIDS
epidemic in the 1980s. Warren introduced legislation
with United States Representative Elijah Cummings of
Maryland to provide $100 billion in federal funding over
the next 10 years for fighting the opioid crisis. Warren
wants to ensure that the funds go directly to the
counties hit hardest by the crisis and areas with the
highest drug overdose mortality. Warren’s bill would
also delegate a portion of the funds to clinics and
nonprofits pioneering new models of treatment. These
funds are proposed to be dispersed directly from the
federal government. Her bill is modeled after the Ryan
White CARE Act, which released federal funds to areas
most impacted by the HIV virus. According to Warren,
there are parallels between the early years of the AIDS
epidemic and the opioid crisis. She said that in both
instances, people were stigmatized and blamed for
their disease.
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Facebook Shuts Down Drug Hashtags on Instagram
Facebook, the parent company of Instagram, took
action against hashtags containing names of drugs
such as fentanyl, OxyContin, opioids, etc. This was
implemented after Scott Gottlieb, the Food and Drug
Administration (“FDA”) Commissioner, criticized social
media companies for not preventing their platforms
from being used to sell opioids. Gottlieb said that the
FDA will be inviting CEOs of major internet companies
to a summit to discuss the technology industry's role in
the opioid crisis. Gottlieb added that the agency found
offers to purchase opioids on a number of social media
sites, including Instagram, Facebook, Twitter, and
Reddit. An Instagram spokesperson said that buying or
selling prescription drugs is not allowed on Instagram,
as per their community guidelines. The spokesperson
further added that they will have zero tolerance when
it comes to content that puts community safety at risk.

Facebook shuts down drug hashtags on Instagram.
(2018,
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Retrieved
from
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Gov. Walker to Sign Bills Addressing Opioid Crisis
Wisconsin Governor Scott Walker is planning to sign
two bills, Assembly Bill 906 and Assembly Bill 907.
These bills aim to prevent opioid misuse. Walker
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intends to sign the bills at Bellin Hospital in Green Bay.
Assembly Bill 906 will create grant programs targeting
drug trafficking, evidence-based substance abuse
prevention, juvenile and family treatment courts, and
drug treatment for inmates of county jails. The bill also
creates two attorney positions in the Department of
Justice. The attorneys will assist in criminal investigation
and in prosecuting drug-related offenses in Wausau
and Appleton. Assembly Bill 907 will support education
for the prescribing of controlled substances for health
care practitioners and support maintenance and
detoxification treatment provided by physician
assistants and advanced practice nurses. The bill
requires school boards to provide instructions on drug
misuse awareness and prevention. The bill will also
provide $50,000 of funding to the Department of
Children and Families to develop and maintain online
training resources for social services workers who work
with substance misuse cases.

Gov. Walker to sign bills addressing opioid crisis. (2018,
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27

Health Officials Urge More People to Carry Drug That
Reverses Opioid Overdoses
Washington health officials joined the United States
Surgeon General Jerome M. Adams in urging more
Americans to carry naloxone, a life-saving medication
that can reverse opioid overdoses. Many first
responders, such as EMTs and police officers, carry
naloxone. State health officials are urging family,
friends, and individuals at risk of an opioid overdose to
keep the drug on hand. Because 77 percent of opioid
overdose deaths are occurring outside of a medical
setting and more than half are occurring at home, more
people need to have access to this lifesaving
medication. According to the Washington State
Department of Health (“DOH”), one of the priorities in
Washington’s opioid response plan is to increase
naloxone distribution in affected areas. The DOH stated
that naloxone has helped Washington make notable
progress in its battle against opioid addiction. The DOH
also noted that Washington has a Good Samaritan Law
to protect people who intervene in an overdose.

Hale, Zack. (2018, April 8). Health officials urge more
people to carry drug that reverses opioid overdoses.
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VA. Attorney General Cracks Down on Drug Dealers in
Fight Against Drug Crisis
Virginia Attorney General Mark Herring is taking severe
action against drug dealers in his fight against the
opioid crisis, focusing on fentanyl dealers, as they are
responsible for the rise in overdose deaths. Herring
said that fentanyl is deadly even in very small doses and
that a fatal dose is equivalent to a few grains of salt.
Herring said that they are going to target those involved
in heroin and fentanyl dealing and trafficking,
condemning their profiteering from addiction.
Herring’s prosecution team has worked on more than
110 cases against dealers. These involved more than
665 pounds of heroin that had a street value of $37
million. Further, Herring’s office is helping lead a
nationwide investigation into the role pharmaceutical
manufacturers and distributors may have played in
creating, or prolonging, the epidemic.

Stewart, Kathy. (2018, April 8). Va. attorney general
cracks down on drug dealers in fight against drug crisis.
Retrieved from https://wtop.com/virginia/2018/04/vaattorney-general-cracks-down-on-drug-dealers-infight-against-drug-crisis/
Brunswick County Leaders to Discuss Opioid Crisis
Leaders and members of North Carolina’s Brunswick
County gathered to discuss the ongoing opioid crisis.
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Jon David, District Attorney for Bladen, Brunswick, and
Columbus counties, along with Oak Island, Mayor Cin
Brochure, and Chris Harrelson, Director of Brunswick
County Health Services, spoke about the opioid crisis.
According to David, the entire community needs to be
engaged in fighting this problem. Members of the
Chamber and other stakeholders, including church
leaders, discussed what has been done and what needs
to be done to fight the opioid crisis. Chris Harrelson,
Director of Brunswick County Health Services, stated
that about 90 pills per person were distributed in 2016
in the county. Comparatively, about 66 pills per person
were distributed at the state level. According to data
from 2016, the opioid crisis is estimated to have cost
around $51.7 million, which is approximately $407 per
person in the county. Community members stated that
the problem has not only affected family and friends,
but the entire community.

Tracy, Kailey. (2018, April 9). Brunswick County leaders
discuss
opioid
crisis.
Retrieved
from
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Know the 'O' Facts Aims to Slow the Opioid Crisis
Efforts to end the recent opioid crisis are spreading
across Indiana. Know the "O" Facts is one of the latest
movements to end the opioid crisis. The movement is
© 2018 Lumina Analytics, LLC. No claim to original U.S. Government Works or cited materials.

focused on three facts in particular – opioid addiction is
a disease, there is treatment, and recovery is possible.
According to Indiana Family and Social Services
spokesman Jim Gavin, knowing even the basic signs of
opioid addiction is extremely important in the
prevention process. Gavin added that the opioid crisis
is a real public health emergency and that there is
treatment available, making recovery possible.

Simon, Dakota. (2018, April 9). Know the 'O' Facts aims
to slow the opioid crisis. Retrieved from
http://www.wlfi.com/content/news/Know-the-O-Factsaim-to-slow-the-opioid-crisis--479102093.html
Ohio State Chiropractic Association Meets With Opioid
Task Force
Ohio healthcare professionals are under a mandate to
stop the over-prescription of opioids. Ohio's Attorney
General Mike DeWine invited the state Chiropractic
Association to a meeting with the Opioid Task Force to
discuss solutions, as well as non-addictive alternatives
to treat pain. Dr. Patrick Ensminger said that there is no
magic pill that alleviates pain, but there are nonaddictive options such as chiropractic care to help
relieve pain from sports injuries, accidents, and chronic
or persistent conditions. Dr. Ensminger said that neck
pain, back pain, headaches, conditions related to nerve
pinch pain, sciatica, shoulder pain, tendonitis, tingling,
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and numbness are all conditions that can be treated
effectively. Hospitals in the region and across the state
have joined the discussion about treating pain without
opioids. The Joint Commission has given hospitals the
mandate to provide non-drug care first.

Collins, Caroline. (2018, April 9). Ohio State Chiropractic
Association meets with Opioid Task Force. Retrieved
from
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Opioid Crisis: Top Doctor Urges Access to Overdose
Antidote
The U.S. Surgeon General, Dr. Jerome Adams, wants
every American to start carrying the overdose antidote,
naloxone. Dr. Adams stated that it would help combat
the opioid crisis and save lives. He made his
recommendation at the National Rx Drug Abuse &
Heroin Summit, which was recently held in Atlanta. He
further stated that addicts, as well as their friends and
family, should keep the antidote and learn how to use
it. Naloxone can restore a person’s ability to breathe
after it is injected or sprayed into the nostrils. It helps
bring overdose victims back from near-death. The drug,
which is referred to by its brand name Narcan, is
available without a prescription in most states. It is
routinely used by first responders across the country.
© 2018 Lumina Analytics, LLC. No claim to original U.S. Government Works or cited materials.
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Wood County Anti-Opioid Rally Monday
Ohio’s Wood County officials are conducting an antiopioid rally. Officials are acknowledging the efforts of
workers who save lives by delivering Narcan to
overdose victims. Local and state representatives took
time to recognize the rapid shift in the opioid crisis.
When law enforcement responds to a possible
overdose, every second the victim spends without
oxygen reaching their brain greatly risks the victim’s
quality of life. The Wood County prosecutor said that it
is tough to fight something as deadly as the opioid
epidemic. Wood County Sheriff Mark Wasylyshyn said
that his department has made many changes to
address the crisis.

Caruso, Malena. (2018, April 9). Wood County antiopioid
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Retrieved
from
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Brown Calls For Health Campaign To Fight Opioid
Epidemic
Ohio Senator Sherrod Brown delivered a speech at the
City Club of Cleveland where he called for a major
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public health campaign to combat opioid addiction. The
senator compared the campaign to anti-smoking
programs of the past. Senator Brown stated that, like
the campaign against tobacco, the campaign against
opioids could take years of sustained effort to beat the
opioid crisis. He suggested that the campaign must be
centered on education, prevention, treatment, and
recovery. Furthermore, more research surrounding
non-addictive pain treatment should be conducted.

Richmond, Matt. (2018, April 10). Brown Calls For Health
Campaign To Fight Opioid Epidemic, Retrieved from
http://radio.wosu.org/post/brown-calls-healthcampaign-fight-opioid-epidemic#stream/0
California Lawmakers Advance Measures to Curb
Opioid Crisis
California lawmakers advanced 10 bills to combat the
opioid crisis in the state. Further, a proposal was put
forth that would let California share prescription
records with other states. Half of the bills passed by the
legislative committee would increase monitoring of
opioid prescriptions to assist doctors and the police.
Other bills would place limits on doctors prescribing
addictive drugs to children and would also increase
access to addiction treatments. Assemblyman Evan
Low said that the opioid crisis has been devastating in
the state. Low's AB1751 would allow California's Justice
© 2018 Lumina Analytics, LLC. No claim to original U.S. Government Works or cited materials.

Department to share prescription records with other
states. The bill is aimed at making it easier to spot
patients who cross state lines to get more prescriptions
for opioids. Another bill, AB2741, authored by Autumn
Burke and passed by the committee, would limit
doctors from prescribing more than five days’ worth of
opioids to minors, unless medically necessary. The bill
also requires doctors to discuss risks posed by the
addictive drugs with children and their caretakers and
requires a guardian to sign a consent form. Megan
Allred from the California Medical Association said that
the association is opposing the legislation because it
does not give doctors enough discretion. Further,
lawmakers also passed a bill to let police purchase
overdose treatments without a prescription. Another
bill would require doctors to use electronic
prescriptions, which can be tracked more easily when
authorizing opioids. The proposal was passed by the
committee unanimously. The bills still require approval
by the full Assembly and Senate before they advance to
Governor Jerry Brown.

Bollag, Sophia. (2018, April 10). California lawmakers
advance measures to curb opioid crisis. Retrieved from
http://www.kcra.com/article/california-lawmakersadvance-measures-to-curb-opioid-crisis/19736309
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Panel Will Discuss Opioid Epidemic
A town hall meeting will be held to raise awareness on
prescription drug misuse and the opioid epidemic at
the Mississippi Bend Area Education Agency,
Bettendorf, Iowa. The event is free and will feature a
panel of experts from law enforcement, medical
professionals, and substance misuse experts. The
meeting will begin with an overview by Strategic
Prevention Framework Rx Coordinator Zandra
Rodriguez, followed by a call to action and a panel
discussion. The panelists will include Heather Olson,
Center Director of Substance Abuse Services Robert
Young, Medical Director of Genesis Emergency
Department Dr. David Dierks, MEDIC EMS first
responder Linda Frederiksen, Bettendorf Chief of Police
Captain Keith Kimball, UFC Hall of Famer Pat Miletich,
and Davenport Police Department Lieutenant Kevin
Smull. The meeting will be in conjunction with the Scott
County Prescription Drugs Advisory Council. Funding
will be provided by the Iowa Department of Public
Health – Strategic Prevention Framework for
Prescription Drugs grant and the State Targeted
Response grant.

Panel will discuss opioid epidemic. (2018, April 10).
Retrieved from http://qctimes.com/news/panel-willdiscuss-opioid-epidemic/article_7fc0b447-1163-51708599-e2da9dc40fb7.html
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Rex Chapman Talks About Growing Opioid Crisis at USI
Former basketball star Rex Chapman will talk about the
growing opioid crisis at an event hosted by an opioid
awareness group, The Seven Sisters. Chapman, a star
player who played in the NBA for 12 years, became
addicted to prescription painkillers after numerous
injuries. Chapman said that although it is
uncomfortable to discuss, it is important to raise
awareness, as well as education, regarding the growing
epidemic.
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Around Linthicum: North County High Students Help
Fight Opioid Epidemic
Students in North County, Maryland, are making an
effort to train and educate the community about the
opioid epidemic. Caroline Hammer and Bruce Harris,
junior STEM students from North County, provided free
naloxone training to the community. Naloxone,
commonly referred to as Narcan, rapidly reverses the
effects of opioid overdose by blocking the opioid
receptors in the brain to restore normal breathing.
Recently, Americans were urged to carry naloxone with
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them in case they encounter someone who needs aid.
Carol Boyer, the Community Relations Director for
Maryland House Detox, was impressed by the training
event’s success. The students will organize a program
titled “A Day in Someone Else’s Shoes,” where they will
present their efforts to the community. According to
Boyer, the biggest hurdle in tackling the opioid
epidemic is treating addiction as a moral failure. She
said that reducing stigma entails creating awareness
about available resources to those struggling with
addiction and mental health. Jessica Hulsey-Nickel, CEO
of the Addiction Policy Forum, will serve as the keynote
speaker at the program.

Vecchioni, Heather. (2018, Apr 11). Around Linthicum:
North County High students help fight opioid epidemic.
Retrieved
from
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Congressman MacArthur Cosponsors Bipartisan Bills to
Combat Opioid Crisis
Congressman MacArthur, Co-Chair of the Bipartisan
Heroin Task Force, recently announced that he has
cosponsored four bipartisan bills. These bills will assist
South Jersey in fighting the opioid crisis. The Examining
Opioid Treatment Infrastructure Act, 2017, requires the
U.S. Government Accountability Office (GAO) to report
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on outpatient and inpatient treatment facilities.
Further, it requires the GAO to report on patient needs,
including treatment programs for adolescents and
pregnant women. The Mental Health and Substance
Abuse Treatment Accessibility Act, 2017, allows the
Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) to
issue loans, as well as loan guarantees. These loans
would be for the renovation and construction of
psychiatric treatment facilities and/or substance
misuse treatment facilities. The Prescriber Support Act,
2017, authorizes HHS to award grants to states for
systems that assist prescribers. The assistance would
go toward treatment, patient pain management,
prevention, identification, as well as responding to
substance misuse disorders. The Service Members and
Veterans Prescription Drug Safety Act directs the U.S.
Department of Defense and Department of Justice to
provide a prescription drug take-back program. The
program would be for members of the Armed Forces
and veterans. Congressman MacArthur historically
sponsored six other bipartisan bills to fight the opioid
epidemic.

Congressman MacArthur Cosponsors Bipartisan Bills to
Combat Opioid Crisis. (2018, Apr 11). Retrieved from
https://macarthur.house.gov/media-center/pressreleases/congressman-macarthur-cosponsorsbipartisan-bills-combat-opioid-crisis
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First Responders of Opioid Epidemic Get Appreciation
From City and State Officials
First responders in Ohio’s Allen County are recognized
for their hard work. Allen County Commissioners and
the Mental Health and Recovery Services Board of
Allen, Auglaize, and Hardin counties are showing their
gratitude toward first responders from various
departments. Moreover, proclamations from the
commissioners, governor, and attorney general
displayed their appreciation. The first responders were
joined by members of Coleman Professional Services,
as well as a few individuals recovering from drug
addiction. According to Fire Chief for Bath Township
Joseph Kitchen, just treating patients with Narcan is not
enough. He said that patients are to be brought into
programs. He added that they have collaborated with
law enforcement and local services. One of the
programs mentioned in the meeting was a quick
response team consisting of certified recovery
specialists and people who have overcome addiction.
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NC Offering Grants Of Up To $150K To Support Opioid
Crisis
The North Carolina Department of Health and Human
Services is offering grants of up to $150,000. The grants
have been offered to support community projects to
fight the opioid crisis. Grants will be distributed to as
many as 20 community projects. According to Dr. Susan
Kansagra, the North Carolina Opioid Action Plan seeks
to prevent and treat opioid addiction and limit
overdoses. The plan also aims to reduce the spread of
diseases like HIV and Hepatitis C. Kansagra said that
needle exchanges limit the harm done to people who
use intravenous drugs. Organizations, municipalities,
and businesses can all apply for the grant. Kansagra
added that the projects should align with the goals of
the state's Opioid Action Plan. These can include efforts
to prevent or treat opioid addiction, limit overdoses, or
reduce the spread of communicable diseases.
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Drug Executives to Testify Before Congress About Their
Role in U.S. Opioid Crisis
Former and current executives of drug distributors
have been summoned to testify before Congress on
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their role in the opioid crisis. The hearing is scheduled
before a House Energy and Commerce Committee
oversight panel on May 8. The executives are expected
to answer tough questions under oath as to why their
companies pushed addictive painkillers into West
Virginia and other states, causing the deadliest drug
crisis in the history of the country. Executives from
distributors Cardinal Health, McKesson Corp., MiamiLuken, AmerisourceBergen, and H.D. Smith are
scheduled to testify at the hearing in May.
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How OxyContin Kicked Off the Heroin Epidemic
According to a new working paper, Purdue Pharma’s
attempt to curb the mushrooming opioid crisis is what
has caused the crisis to explode into a full-blown
epidemic. Purdue’s attempt to reformulate OxyContin
is causing heroin to become a substitute drug.
According to economists William N. Evans and Ethan
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Lieber from the University of Notre Dame and Patrick
Power from Boston University, OxyContin became too
expensive to misuse once OxyContin’s formula was
changed. This change made heroin its replacement.
The paper states that instead of a reduction in heroin
and opioid mortality, reformulation substituted each
prescription opioid death with a heroin death. Lieber
and his colleagues also found evidence supporting this
claim.
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Pop-up' Memorial Near White House Highlights Opioid
Crisis
A pop-up memorial event called "Stop Everyday Killers"
will be conducted in Washington to highlight the
severity of the opioid crisis. The first thing to be
presented at the event is a locker-sized memorial. One
of the memorials was created for Louis. A high school
football injury led to Louis’s prescription, kick-starting
his addiction. It will be followed by several other
memorials and, at the end, there will be a pick-up bag
where people can safely dispose any unneeded
prescriptions. The intention behind the event is to jolt
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people into action and to create awareness for the
opioid epidemic.

Domen, John. (2018, April 12). ‘Pop-up’ memorial near
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Senate Republicans’ New Plan For the Opioid Crisis: the
Same Old War on Drugs
Republicans in the Senate are ready to escalate the war
on drugs in order to deal with the nation’s opioid crisis.
The Senate Subcommittee on Crime and Terrorism
discussed a bill that will reduce the threshold needed
to impose mandatory minimum sentences on people
trafficking or distributing fentanyl. Fentanyl is an opioid
that accounts for many overdose deaths. Sens. John
Kennedy (R-LA), Tom Cotton (R-AR), Lindsey Graham (RSC), Bill Cassidy (R-LA), Dean Heller (R-NV), Ben Sasse (RNE), and Orrin Hatch (R-UT), have backed the bill.
However, it is not clear if the bill will receive the
bipartisan support needed to pass the full Senate.
During the hearing, Senators argued that at present it
is possible to possess a lot of fentanyl without receiving
the mandatory minimum. Senators are seeking a tough
approach to deal with the opioid crisis.
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The Dark Web: How the Internet Propels the Opioid
Epidemic
The dark web is a part of the internet that is accessible
to those who can find it. Most people on the dark web
maintain anonymity. It allows criminals to buy credit
cards, social security numbers, and drugs without being
identified. According to Justin King, Assistant Special
Agent in Charge at the Drug Enforcement
Administration ("DEA"), Little Rock, Arkansas, people
will enter the dark web to buy the same drugs that were
previously prescribed to them. One such site,
commonly known as Silk Road, was shut down by
Federal Law Enforcement in 2013. King said that
websites on the dark web openly advertise drugs for
sale through anonymous markets. The DEA is fighting
the opioid crisis on the dark web by intercepting
communications related to drugs from across borders
and ports. According to King, the best way to combat
the sale of drugs via the dark web is to educate children
early and to immediately report anything unusual.
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Wright, Winnie. (2018, Apr 12). The Dark Web: How the
internet propels the opioid epidemic. Retrieved from
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Why Doctors Don't Use Alternatives to Opioids
Numerous bills have been introduced to support the
development of a non-opioid pain medication as
Congress deliberates how to respond to the surging
opioid epidemic. The problem is the lack of utilization
of many existing non-opioid treatments for pain. There
are more than 200 medications, which can substitute
opioids in pain treatment. There are many
psychological and behavioral interventions that are
considered to be effective in curtailing pain and
improving function. With Congress supporting
development of new, non-opioid, pain treatment, the
current opioid epidemic can be curbed to a great
degree.

Humphreys, Keith. (2018, April 12). Why doctors don’t
use alternatives to opioids. Retrieved from
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/wonk/wp/201
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Children in Georgia See Direct Effects of Opioid
Epidemic
Thousands of children in Georgia are directly affected
by the opioid epidemic as the crisis continues. In recent
months, 41 percent of children in state care were taken
from their parents due to parental drug misuse.

Children in Georgia see direct effects of opioid
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City, Hospital Opioid Pilot Programs Set To Expand In
Jacksonville
Leaders of Jacksonville, Florida, are considering the
expansion of an opioid pilot program for those who are
addicted. St. Vincent’s HealthCare is expanding another
opioid pilot program, designed to reduce painkiller
prescriptions. The program helps patients stop using
opioids and directs them to other methods of post-op
pain treatment.

Benk, Ryan. (2018, April 13). City, Hospital Opioid Pilot
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Governor Cooper Discusses Opioid Epidemic in Wilson
Roy Cooper, Governor of North Carolina, was in Wilson
County recently to speak with local leaders on how they
are combating the opioid crisis in the community.
Cooper spoke on the significance of rehabilitation
during his visit to the Recovery Community Concepts
Center in Wilson. At a roundtable discussion with
healthcare providers, law enforcement, and recovery
coaches, the governor discussed possible solutions to
curb the opioid epidemic in the state. The governor also
toured the Recovery Community Concepts Center (R-C
Three) in Wilson. The Center provides for patients at all
stages of addiction, including treatment, prevention,
and recovery.
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CajunCodeFest Working to Solve Opioid Epidemic
Government officials, health officials, and students in
Lafayette, Louisiana, united toward finding a solution
for the opioid crisis. CajunCodeFest was recently held
in Lafayette to allow community members to
participate in talks, presentations, and a roundtable
session. These events focused on opioid addiction
prevention, treatment, and recovery. Bill Cassidy,
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Senator of Louisiana, discussed ways to overcome the
challenges the state faces. According to the senator, if
federal resources can be used by state and local entities
to stop the supply of drugs and decrease the demand
for drugs, the epidemic can be mitigated. Dr. Carrie
Castille, USDA Rural Development State Director,
facilitated a USDA Opioid Roundtable Discussion to
help address the growing opioid crisis in the country.
Key points of discussion included challenges associated
with substance misuse, treatment and recovery, and
strategies for prevention. Officials further discussed
how these measures can be implemented to effectively
address the epidemic in other rural communities.

CajunCodeFest working to solve opioid epidemic.
(2018,
April
14).
Retrieved
from
http://www.katc.com/story/37954553/cajuncodefestworking-to-solve-opioid-epidemic
Opioid Epidemic: Mentor Schools to Host Town Hall
The Superintendent of Mentor Schools, Lake County,
Ohio, Bill Porter, said that one of the biggest crises
affecting the community today is the opioid epidemic.
The school district’s Paradigm Center is hosting a town
hall meeting titled “A Crisis We Can’t Ignore: The Opiate
Epidemic In Our Community." The event will explore
different
perspectives
on
the
crisis,
with
representatives from the Lake County Alcohol, Drug
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Addiction, and Mental Health Services Board, Lake
County General Health District, Lake County Jobs and
Family Services, Crossroads, Lake-Geauga Recovery
Centers, Lake Health, the Mentor Police, and the Fire
Department. The major speakers for the town hall are
Kim Fraser, ADAMHS Board Executive Director, and
Steve Trivisonno, a Mentor High School football coach.
Trivisonno will share his story about losing one of his
former players and the devastation the family has
endured due to addiction. Further, there will be
breakout sessions, where participants can discuss the
crisis in further detail. Discussion topics include
treatment options, grief and loss, lessons of hope and
recovery, and warning signs for parents. Moreover, a
youth session with Crossroads will also be held. The
district stated that everyone is welcome to attend,
including students.

Cass, Andrew. (2018, April 14). Opioid epidemic: Mentor
Schools to host town hall. Retrieved from
http://www.news-herald.com/generalnews/20180414/opioid-epidemic-mentor-schools-tohost-town-hall
Chris Christie to Discuss Opioid Crisis at Harvard Panel
Former New Jersey Governor, Chris Christie, will visit
Harvard University, Massachusetts, to talk about
solutions for the nation's opioid crisis. Christie made
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addiction services a priority in his final year in office.
Christie will appear with former Republican National
Committee Chairman Ed Gillespie for a panel titled
"Policies to Address the Opioid Crisis," hosted by the
Harvard Kennedy School's Institute of Politics. Christie
is also the Chairman of President Donald Trump's
commission on opioids. Gillespie crafted a plan to fight
opioids in Virginia as a candidate to be the state's
governor last year.
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Opioid Epidemic, 340B Drug Discount Program
Substantially Impacts Patients, Community Oncology
Practices
Dr. Debra Patt, MD, MPH, MBA, Vice President, Texas
Oncology, noted policy trends that will impact cancer
care. She spoke at the Community Oncology Alliance
(“COA”) Conference at National Harbor, Maryland,
regarding major issues that affect cancer patients and
about community practices for cancer patients in the
United States. She listed trends in provider shortages,
opioid addiction, population age, drug payment reform,
340B, molecular phenotyping, and healthcare
distribution. Dr. Patt said that the growing trend of
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increased opioid prescriptions for cancer-related pain
management has resulted in higher rates of addiction.

a-half minutes across the United States and that states
have to do everything they can to stop that trajectory.
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Patients, Doctors Concerned About New Indiana Opioid
Limits
Indiana Governor Eric Holcomb signed three bills into
law. One of the new laws requires doctors to check the
state's drug monitoring system before prescribing
opioids
or
benzodiazepines,
an
anti-anxiety
medication. Some patients and doctors in Indiana are
worried that the increased restrictions may reduce
access to necessary medication. According to Dr. James
Murphy, a pain specialist practicing in New Albany, the
increased focus on prescribing drugs is leading to a
chilling effect in doctors' offices. He said that if a doctor
gets in trouble for prescribing in a manner violating a
regulation, the doctor could lose his or her license and
could even go to jail. Governor Holcomb said that
someone dies from the opioid epidemic every 12-and-
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US. Rep Talks Opioid Crisis
During a visit to the Hickey Metal Fabrication Plant,
Ohio, U. S. Representative, Bill Johnson, addressed the
national opioid crisis. Before taking a plant tour,
Johnson discussed issues regarding the opioid crisis
with company officials and employees. According to
Johnson, Ohio has been hit hard by the opioid crisis. He
advised that all Americans must work together against
the opioid crisis. He said that he has met countless
volunteers dedicated to turning the tide locally. He
added that addiction does not discriminate by age,
race, social class, economic status, or political
affiliation. He further stated that it is time to extinguish
this scourge from American communities.

Shieldsus, Larry. (2018, April 15). US. rep talks opioid
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#SubHealth Announces Roundtable Discussion Sharing
Personal Stories from the Opioid Crisis - Energy and
Commerce Committee
The Health Subcommittee, chaired by Representative
Michael C. Burgess, M.D. of Texas, announced a
roundtable discussion named “Personal Stories from
the Opioid Crisis,” which will follow three legislative
hearings to examine the opioid crisis and possible
legislative solutions. SubHealth reviewed eight bills
relating to the Controlled Substances Act that will
improve patient safety and bolster enforcement tools.
SubHealth also held a two-day hearing, examining 25
prevention and public health solutions. Recently,
SubHealth reviewed coverage and payment issues
within Medicare and Medicaid. The roundtable
discussion will feature a first-hand look at many issues
within the opioid crisis, including the rise of fentanyl
and other synthetic drugs and patient brokering. Both
issues have been the subject of hearings and
investigations by SubOversight. Burgess stated that
they look forward to the coming roundtable and to
listening and learning from these critical partners in the
fight against the opioid epidemic.

#SubHealth Announces Roundtable Discussion Sharing
Personal Stories from the Opioid Crisis. (2018, April 16).
Retrieved
from
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AmerisourceBergen Foundation Donates 55,000 Drug
Deactivation Resources to Communities Nationwide to
Combat Opioid Epidemic
The AmerisourceBergen Foundation, an independent
not-for-profit charity, donated 55,000 drug deactivation
resources to communities nationwide through its
AmerisourceBergen Foundation Municipal Support
Program to combat the opioid epidemic. The municipal
support program is a core component of the
AmerisourceBergen
Foundation’s
multi-pronged
approach to combatting opioid misuse. The program
attempts to enable and encourage the safe disposal of
unused prescription medications. The disposable
resources have ingredients which, when combined with
water, permanently deactivate opioids, making them
ineffective and providing a safe and environmentally
friendly solution for disposal. Since the launch of the
Municipal Support Program in December 2017, the
AmerisourceBergen
Foundation
donated
drug
deactivation resources at no cost to 17 counties,
municipalities, and organizations. The distribution took
place across Missouri, North Carolina, Ohio,
Pennsylvania, New Mexico, and Texas. Additionally,
AmerisourceBergen sent resources to Americares, a
health-focused relief and development organization
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that responds to people affected by poverty or disaster.
Further,
AmerisourceBergen
recently
joined
Congressman Patrick McHenry of North Carolina, as
well as local law enforcement officials, to introduce free
drug deactivation resources to the towns of Stanley,
Belmont, Rutherfordton, and Shelby, North Carolina.

AmerisourceBergen Foundation Donates 55,000 Drug
Deactivation Resources to Communities Nationwide to
Combat Opioid Epidemic. (2018, April 16). Retrieved
from
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Lack of Health Funding Led to Opioid Crisis on
Reservations
According to Sioux-St. Marie Member Stacy Bohlen of
the Chippewa Tribe, Director of the National Indian
Health Board, the opioid crisis has hit Native American
communities harder than any other racial group in the
country. Overdose deaths in Indian Country are 519
percent of the national average. She said that Indian
Health Services is only funded at 50 percent of its
financial needs and only 30 percent of its staffing
needs. Bohlen said that tribes are paying a high cost for
opioid addiction.
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Retrieved
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Local Scientists Discover New Link between Substance
Abuse and Addiction
The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention ("CDC")
reported that more than 42,000 people died due to
opioid use in 2016 alone and that 40 percent of these
deaths involved at least one prescription opioid. While
the United States is in the midst of an opioid misuse
crisis with no clear end in sight, scientists at Indiana
University School of Medicine are working to change
the trajectory of the epidemic. Under the direction of
Brady Atwood, PhD, researchers identified a link
between opioid receptors and a recently identified
brain circuit, which may produce addictive behaviors.
Atwood and his team are the first to identify a specific
function of this connection. Further, there is definitive
understanding that these two parts of the brain do
communicate. Their goal is to eventually predict the
changes in the brain caused by drug and alcohol use to
be able to treat or undo those changes before an
individual has an addiction or to reverse addiction
itself.
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Scientists respond to opioid crisis through innovative
research. (2018, April 16). Retrieved from
http://news.medicine.iu.edu/releases/2018/04/scientis
ts-respond-to-opioid-crisis.shtml
Siena Poll: 83% of New Yorkers Say Opioid Crisis is
Worsening
A recent poll by Siena College, an independent Roman
Catholic liberal arts college in Loudonville, Albany
County, New York, suggests that opioid misuse in New
York is only getting worse. A total of 83 percent of
responses state that opioid misuse has gotten worse in
the past few years in the state of New York. According
to the poll, 54 percent of New Yorkers say that they
have been personally affected by opioid misuse.
Further, one in four people know someone who has
died of an opioid overdose. The President of the Family
and Children's Association, Jeff Reynolds, says that the
numbers reflect exactly what they are seeing on Long
Island. Reynolds adds that misunderstanding of
addiction fosters silence and secrecy, which keeps
people away from treatment.

Siena poll: 83% of New Yorkers say opioid crisis is
worsening. (2018, April 16). Retrieved from
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Walt Maddox unveils plan to tackle Alabama's growing
opioid crisis
Walt Maddox, Tuscaloosa mayor and Democratic
gubernatorial candidate, unveiled his plan to tackle
Alabama’s opioid epidemic. Maddox explained that
Alabama has been hit hard with opioid misuse and
addiction. The state has the highest rate of prescription
opioid use in the nation. In an effort to get to the root
of the problem, Maddox will remove substance abuse
from the Department of Mental Health and create a
cabinet-level officer who answers directly to the
governor. He also reiterated the need to expand
Medicaid to tackle the opioid epidemic. He said that the
expansion will increase availability of and access to
treatment and counseling that is so desperately
needed. Maddox said that prescription drug
monitoring also needs to be improved and medical
treatments should be made more widely available. He
further stated that the war on drugs was never an
effective strategy to treat substance abuse.

Lauten, Elizabeth. (2018, April 16). Walt Maddox unveils
plan to tackle Alabama’s growing opioid crisis.
Retrieved from http://altoday.com/archives/22808walt-maddox-unveils-plan-to-tackle-alabamasgrowing-opioid-crisis
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Attorney General Sessions addresses opioid epidemic
in Raleigh
The United States Attorney General Jeff Sessions
traveled to Raleigh, North Carolina, to discuss the
ongoing opioid epidemic in front of selected law
enforcement officials in the United States Attorney’s
Office for the Eastern District of North Carolina.
Attorney General Sessions said that he was blown away
by the increasing rates of hospital visits due to opioid
overdoses in the state. He blamed a select group of
physicians and pharmacists for the crisis. He claimed
that they are overprescribing to make money without
considering the effect on patients. Attorney General
Sessions introduced a new plan to hold opioid
distributors accountable. He said that the Drug
Enforcement Agency (“DEA”) may soon be able to set
limits on the amount of opioids distributors can
prescribe. Sessions said that the DEA and the DOJ have
figured out a way to use computer data and analytics to
identify outlying physicians, pharmacies, and other
groups who are distributing large amounts of drugs.
Further, a new agreement was reached between the
DEA and 48 attorneys general, including North Carolina
AG Josh Stein, to share prescription information. He
said this collaboration will help both parties gather
evidence of a crime. He also raised concerns about
fentanyl, a dangerous and deadly opioid.
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Citing opioid crisis, feds seek rule change for
drugmakers
The Drug Enforcement Administration (“DEA”)
announced that drug makers would be required to
identify a legitimate need for controlled substances to
justify their production under a proposed rule change
intended to rein in the diversion of drugs for illicit
purposes. According to the DEA, the current
regulations, which were issued in 1971, need to be
updated to reflect the nation's opioid crisis and
changes in the manufacture of controlled substances.
The United States Attorney General, Jeff Sessions, said
that the proposed rule will give the DEA more
information to help the agency protect law-abiding
Americans from the threat of drugs. The proposed rule
seeks input from states and federal agencies. The DEA
will consider the extent that a drug is diverted for abuse
when deciding annual production limit. The new limits
will encourage manufacturers to be vigilant and help
the DEA respond to the changing drug threat
environment.
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Ra, John. (2018, April 17). Citing opioid crisis, feds seek
rule change for drugmakers. Retrieved from
http://abcnews.go.com/Health/wireStory/citing-opioidcrisis-feds-seek-rule-change-drugmakers-54537742
Sanders unveils bill targeting drug companies over
opioid crisis
Senator Bernie Sanders announced legislation
targeting drug companies over their role in the opioid
crisis. The bill will prohibit companies from marketing
opioids to consumers as non-addictive and will fine
them 25 percent of profits from opioid products if they
are found in violation. The bill will also prevent
companies from distributing medically unreasonable
amounts of opioids, seeking to stop distributors from
flooding small towns with pills. Senator Sanders cited
the guilty plea in 2007 from Purdue Pharma, the maker
of OxyContin, as evidence of drug companies at fault in
the crisis.

Sullivan, Peter. (2018, April 17). Sanders unill targeting
drug companies over opioid crisis. Retrieved from
http://thehill.com/policy/healthcare/383506-sandersunveils-bill-targeting-drug-companies-over-opioidcrisis
'It's killing people;' opioid crisis inspires new legislation
Louisiana’s East Baton Rouge Parish Coroner Beau
Clark believes that stiffer punishments could dissuade
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people from selling heroin. Currently, the mandatory
minimum is five years in jail. A House committee
supported a bill that increases the minimum sentence
to 10 years. The bill made it to the House floor with a
vote of 10-6. Clark said that since punishments have
been relaxed, the number of opioid- and heroin-related
deaths have gone up. However, those who are against
the legislation argue that the bill is a rollback of the
action they took last year to reduce the prison
population.

Frey, Kevin. (2018, April 18). 'It's killing people;' opioid
crisis inspires new legislation. Retrieved from
http://www.wafb.com/story/37980128/its-killingpeople-opioid-crisis-inspires-new-legislation
A local call to action over a nationwide opioid crisis
A panel of professionals from the health, education,
faith, and law enforcement communities gathered
before the Wesley Grant Center in Asheville, North
Carolina, to speak about opioid misuse and addiction.
The consensus is that no one group or field of expertise
can battle opioid misuse and addiction alone. Each
presenter spoke about their experiences and
approaches to prevent the spread of experimentation
with opiates and other illegal substances.

A local call to action over a nationwide opioid crisis.
(2018,
April
18).
Retrieved
from

45
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AMA-Led Alternative Payment Model Aims to Improve
Opioid Use Disorder
The American Society of Addiction Medicine (“ASAM”)
and the American Medical Association (“AMA”) jointly
released a concept paper detailing an alternative
payment model (“APM”) called Patient-Centered Opioid
Addiction Treatment (“P-COAT”). The P-COAT APM is
based on the claim that medications combined with
psychological support are effective in treating
individuals with opioid use disorder. P-COAT specifically
seeks to increase utilization of and access to
medications for treating opioid use disorder by
providing appropriate financial support to successfully
treat patients and broaden the coordinated delivery of
medical, psychological, and social support services. PCOAT is also designed to support office-based opioid
treatment in order to facilitate coordination between
multiple treatment providers. The ASAM and the AMA
are now seeking physician practices and insurers
interested in pilot testing the new payment model.
Shawn Ryan, M.D., chair of the AMA-ASAM APM
Working Group and the ASAM’s Payer Relations
Committee, noted that the current physician
reimbursement structure does not account for all the
services that patients need to progress to successful
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treatment and recovery. He added that P-COAT APM
will begin a national conversation with insurers and
policymakers about what it takes for successful
treatment and recovery.
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E&C Leaders Comment on DEA Action to Help Combat
the Opioid Crisis - Energy and Commerce Committee
The Drug Enforcement Agency (“DEA”) issued a
proposed rule to help reduce the oversupply of opioids,
specifically in West Virginia, after reports of pill
dumping. House Energy and Commerce Committee
Chairman Greg Walden and Oversight and
Investigations Subcommittee Chairman Gregg Harper
stated that they look forward to fully reviewing the
DEA’s proposed rule. For nearly a year, the Energy and
Commerce Committee has been engaged in a
bipartisan investigation into alleged pill dumping in
West Virginia. Walden and Harper said that the
committee’s own bipartisan investigation has shown an
overwhelming presence of prescription opioids in some
of West Virginia’s smallest communities, which should
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have never been allowed to happen. They also said that
data sharing is an important step to combat the opioid
crisis as it has seen through the use of ARCOS data
during the year-long bipartisan investigation. Walden
and Harper added that they are looking forward to
working with the DEA as these actions are finalized.
Earlier, Attorney General Jeff Sessions announced an
agreement between the DEA and 48 attorneys general
related to sharing critical prescription drug information
that could help investigations into pill dumping or
suspicious orders.

E&C Leaders Comment on DEA Action to Help Combat
the Opioid Crisis. (2018, April 18). Retrieved from
https://energycommerce.house.gov/news/pressrelease/ec-leaders-comment-on-dea-action-to-helpcombat-the-opioid-crisis/
Fulton fighting opioid crisis with drug drop boxes
Fulton County, Atlanta, has installed drug drop boxes at
22 locations in the county. According to District 2 and
Fulton County Commission Vice Chairman Bob Ellis, the
drug drop boxes provide a place for safe disposal of
over-the-counter and prescription drugs. Drug drop
boxes are a significant tool in fighting against the opioid
crisis, as many individuals become addicted to opioids
from first trying pills prescribed to a family member or
a friend. Installation of the drop boxes began in 2015.
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Ellis said that Fulton County has worked with other
cities to place drop boxes in places with secure
monitoring, collection, and disposal in accordance with
the present federal regulations. In addition to
prescription and over-the-counter medications,
medication samples, controlled substances, vitamins
and supplements, pet medications, medicated
ointments, lotions, creams and oils, liquid medications,
and homeopathic remedies can also be disposed in the
drug drop boxes. However, needles, syringes with
needles, thermometers, sharps, IV bags, personal care
products or empty containers, and bloody or infectious
waste are prohibited from being put in the box.

Baldowski, Bill. (2018, April 18). Fulton fighting opioid
crisis with drug drop boxes. Retrieved from
http://www.mdjonline.com/neighbor_newspapers/fult
on-fighting-opioid-crisis-with-drug-dropboxes/article_e98a9cd8-435c-11e8-948517d7eed7f889.html
Senate passes Gov. Bill Haslam's two signature bills to
address the opioid epidemic
After months of considerations and negotiations, the
Senate passed Governor Bill Haslam’s two signature
bills that aim at curbing the opioid crisis in Tennessee.
The first bill restricts the supply and dosage of opioid
prescriptions for new patients. The second bill creates
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incentives for incarcerated offenders to complete
intensive substance use treatment programs and
increases measures on tracking criminal distribution of
opioids. The bills are part of a $30 million effort, TN
Together Plan, outlined by Haslam to address the
opioid crisis in the state. Limiting prescriptions for
patients deemed “opioid naïve” is a key focus of
Haslam’s plan. However, the new measures, sponsored
by Representative David Hawk and Senate Majority
Leader Mark Norris, do not cut prescriptions for current
patients or patients suffering from chronic pain.
Senator Joey Hensley also sponsored an amendment
that would allow physicians to write "medical necessity"
for some prescriptions.

Buie, Jordan. (2018, April 18). Senate passes Gov. Bill
Haslam's two signature bills to address the opioid
epidemic.
Retrieved
from
https://www.wbir.com/article/news/local/senatepasses-gov-bill-haslams-two-signature-bills-toaddress-the-opioid-epidemic/51-542944888
$10 Million Grant Given to Missouri to Fight the Opioid
Epidemic
The state of Missouri will receive a federal grant of $10
million to fight the opioid crisis. The grant comes from
the Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services
Administration (“SAMHSA”) and has bipartisan support
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from United States senators. The money will be used
on treatment and prevention resources for
Missourians, including reducing access to prescription
pills and increasing access to treatment. According to
U.S. Senator Roy Blunt, nearly three Missourians died
every day from opioid overdose in 2016. U.S. Senator
Claire McCaskill stated that the new resources will aid
in the fight against the crisis and will expand treatment
access for families in need. Missouri is receiving this
grant from the federal government for the second year
in a row.

Mohs, Marielle. (2018, April 19). $10 million grant given
to Missouri to fight the opioid epidemic. Retrieved from
http://www.kmov.com/story/37993904/10-milliongrant-given-to-missouri-to-fight-the-opioid-epidemic
Feds Give Florida Another $27M for Opioid Crisis
Florida will receive an additional $27 million this year
from the federal government to fight the opioid crisis.
The funding is part of a two-year, $54 million grant,
which the state began spending after Governor Rick
Scott declared a state emergency for the epidemic. The
grant will pay for counseling services, opioid addiction
treatment using methadone, and medications for
reversing overdoses. Alex Azar, Secretary of the
Department of Health and Human Services, said that
the funds will support evidence-based efforts to
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prevent opioid misuse, expand access to effective
treatment options, and help patients in their recovery.
Last year, the state spent more than $17.7 million of the
grant on buprenorphine and methadone treatment,
more than $3.7 million on Vivitrol, and $1.7 million to
pay for naloxone kits. The grant for this year is included
in the $65 million set aside by the legislature to support
Florida's fight against opioids. More than $14
million will be used to fund residential treatment beds,
emergency room treatment, outpatient treatment, and
outreach for pregnant women with substance
use problems.
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Indiana to Receive $10.9M in Federal Funding for
Opioid Epidemic Fight
Indiana will receive $10.9 million from the 21st Century
Cures Act to address the opioid crisis in the state. Last
year, the state directed funding toward enhancing the
state’s prescription monitoring program, increasing
anti-stigma campaigns, and expanding residential
treatment centers. The new grants will come from the
Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services
Administration. Alex Azar, Health and Human Services
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Secretary, said the funding will be used to support
prevention, treatment, and recovery programs.

Sheridan, Jill. (2018, April 19). Indiana To Receive
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Retrieved
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Maine to Receive $2 Million in Grants to Fight Opioid
Crisis
Maine will receive $2 million in federal funding to
combat the opioid crisis. Last year, the state saw an 11
percent increase in opioid-related deaths compared to
2016. The Department of Health and Human Services is
awarding $485 million to states fighting the opioid
crisis. The department released $500 million in its first
round of funding last year. A recent bill provides
another $1 billion in federal funding for states
responding to the opioid crisis.
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Minnesota Officials Detail Extent of Opioid Crisis,
Highlight Treatment Programs
Minnesota's law enforcement officials announced that
a counterfeit prescription containing the powerful
synthetic opioid fentanyl killed the rock-star Prince in
2016. According to the authorities, there was not
enough evidence to pursue criminal charges. Jack
Serier, Sheriff of Ramsey County, acknowledged that
fentanyl and other opioids have had a devastating
impact on state communities. Ramsey County is
working with the Minnesota Adult and Teen Challenge,
a drug and alcohol treatment organization, on
enhancing community awareness to curb the increase
in opioid overdose deaths. The effort includes
community meetings and advertisements on the
dangers of opioids.

Magan, Christopher. (2018, April 19). Minnesota
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Upton: Second Round of Grants to Fight Opioid
Epidemic on The Way
The United States Department of Health and Human
Services (“HHS”) announced the second round of grants
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to aid states and territories in fighting the opioid crisis.
The state of Michigan will receive $16.3 million in this
round of funding. The grants, known as the Opioid
State Targeted Response Grants, are made available as
part of Representative Fred Upton’s 21st Century Cures
Act. The grants will be administered by the Substance
Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration
(“SAMHSA”) within HHS. The grants will help increase
access to treatment, prevention, and recovery. In
March 2018, the president signed into law a bill that
provided $4 billion to address treatment, prevention,
and enforcement issues as part of the opioid epidemic.

Wilbur, Tom. (2018, April 19). Upton: Second Round of
Grants to Fight Opioid Epidemic on The Way. Retrieved
from
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ocumentid=399016
A Surprising Victim of the Opioid Crisis
The newest victims of the opioid crisis are police dogs.
They are overdosing on narcotics that they sniff out
while on duty. Fentanyl, 50 to 100 times stronger than
morphine, and carfentanil, a tranquilizer used on
elephants that can be 10,000 times more powerful than
morphine, are mixed with illegal heroin by opioid users
for a deadly high. Studies reveal that ingesting fentanyl
and carfentanil in amounts as tiny as a poppy seed can
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be fatal to dogs. The exact number of police dogs
affected by opioids is not available since there is no
national database that records such incidents.
Nevertheless, according to the data from Working Dog
HQ run by Dr. Maureen McMichael, 36 police dogs have
died in 2015 from being in contact with heroin. Dr.
McMichael and Dr. Ashley Mitek developed the
"Working Dog Treat and Transport Protocol", which is a
guide to combat overdose in dogs. They are also
training emergency medical professionals and first
responders to help dogs that overdose. However,
putting the whole process into motion will require
passing the 2017 Illinois law legalizing the use of
ambulances to transport police dogs.
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Illinois Awarded $16 Million Grant to Fight Opioid Crisis
The Illinois Department of Human Services (“IDHS”) will
receive $16 million in federal funding to fight the opioid
crisis. Illinois is receiving the funding for the second
year in a row. The funding is awarded through the 21st
Century Cures Act and administered by the Substance
Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration. Over
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2,000 opioid-related deaths were reported in Illinois in
2017. According to Illinois Governor Bruce Rauner, the
state is doing its best to get people the help they need
to overcome substance misuse. More than 2,500
people have used the 24-Hour helpline in the state.
There is also significantly increased participation in the
state’s Prescription Monitoring Program (“PMP”). The
grant will support expanded medication-assisted
treatment for individuals with opioid use disorder, new
treatment and recovery services, connecting victims of
opioid
overdoses
from
hospital
emergency
departments to services in the community, opioidrelated enhancements to the Illinois PMP, continued
training for first responders, and pre-release and postrelease services for individuals incarcerated in county
jails.
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Medication-Assisted Treatment Program Opens at York
Hospital
York Hospital, Maine, opened a new medicationassisted treatment (“MAT”) program to treat substance
use disorders. The hospital has clinics in Kittery, Wells,
Berwick, South Berwick, and Sanford, in addition to
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York. York Hospital’s Recovery Center is the first of its
kind in southern York County. MAT pairs intensive
counseling and therapy with an FDA-approved
medication to treat opioid use disorder. The recovery
center offers its patients buprenorphine, a prescription
medication that curbs cravings and lowers the potential
for misuse. It has adopted a “hub and spoke” model in
providing services. The center is the hub, where
patients come to participate in a 24-week, intensive
outpatient program. The spokes are primary care
physicians who have gone through federally mandated
training to prescribe buprenorphine and provide
maintenance help after the program is completed. The
Recovery Center Medical Director, Argilla George, said
that the program is open to anyone, including New
Hampshire residents. York Police Chief Douglas Bracy
said that he intends to seek permission to use drug
forfeiture money to facilitate operation at the center.

McDermott, Deborah. (2018, April 21). Medicationassisted treatment program opens at York Hospital.
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New Legislation Takes Comprehensive Approach to
Tackle Opioid Crisis
While the opioid epidemic continues to sweep the
nation, a new bipartisan legislation called The Opioid
Crisis Response Act of 2018 has been introduced in the
Senate. This Act is composed of 40 different proposals
to help multiple agencies address the crisis. West
Virginia Senator Shelley Moore Capito said the Act is
important not only for those battling opioid addiction,
but also for law enforcement, healthcare providers,
families, children, and communities. If passed, the
legislation will increase access to mental health services
in schools and community organizations, strengthen
FDA and Customs Border Protection coordination to
improve detection of illegal drugs, and provide support
for state Prescriptions Drug Monitoring Programs.

Madden, Paige. (2018, April 21). New legislation takes
comprehensive approach to tackle opioid crisis.
Retrieved
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Virginia to Receive Nearly $10M to Fight Opioid Crisis
The Department of Health and Human Services
announced its second round of funding through the
Opioid State Targeted Response program. Virginia will
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receive $9.76 million in federal funding to combat the
opioid crisis. Recipients used first year's funding to
implement medication-assisted treatment, promote
prevention strategies, promote use of the antidote
naloxone, and build sustainable recovery support
services. In November 2016, Virginia's health
commissioner declared the state's growing opioid
addiction a public health emergency.
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Minnesota Gets Funding to Combat Opioid Crisis
The Department of Health and Human Services
awarded $485 million in grants to all 50 states to treat
and prevent addiction. The state of Minnesota will
receive more than $5.3 million in federal grants to
combat the opioid epidemic. Senator Amy Klobuchar
stated that the opioid epidemic is hurting communities
across Minnesota. Klobuchar said that the funding will
be used to increase access to treatment, reduce unmet
treatment needs, and prevent addiction through
prevention programs.
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Rep. Bustos: More Federal Dollars for Rural Opioid
Crisis
According to the Illinois Public Health department,
there were more than 2,000 fatal overdoses in 2016,
which is a 44 percent increase from 2013. Additionally,
more than 80 percent of those fatalities were opioidrelated. The department also indicated that the highest
rates are recorded in rural counties statewide. Illinois
Congresswoman Cheri Bustos said that rural
communities need more help in fighting the opioid
epidemic. Bustos proposed setting aside more money
for rural America to combat the opioid crisis. According
to Bustos, small towns are often hit hardest, and this
funding is long overdue. The number of opioid
overdoses is 45 percent higher in smaller towns than it
is in urban areas. She further stated that rural areas
have unique challenges such as greater distances from
hospitals and fewer clinics. Bustos’s proposal has been
adopted and, as a result, $5 million will be set aside to
help tackle this epidemic throughout the country.
Bustos said the next step is getting the word out so that
small towns can apply for the grant.

Rahman, Tahera. (2018, April 22). Rep. Bustos: More
federal dollars for rural opioid crisis. Retrieved from

53

http://www.ourquadcities.com/news/rep-bustosmore-federal-dollars-for-rural-opioidcrisis/1133121922
Siena Poll: Many Blame Doctors for Opioid Crisis
According to part two of a four-part poll by Siena
College, an independent Roman Catholic liberal arts
college in Loudonville, New York, many New Yorkers
consider doctors who over-prescribe opioids as most
responsible for the opioid crisis. The poll shows that
two-thirds of the people believe government agencies
are not doing enough to address opioid misuse. Nearly
1,400 New Yorkers were surveyed as part of a
community effort by a group called Prescription for
Progress: United Against Opioid Addiction, a newly
formed coalition of healthcare, media, law
enforcement, education, and business leaders in the
Albany area. The group aims to raise awareness and
take positive steps to address the problem. Participants
of the survey also indicated that they want to see 25
percent of the available money used for treatment and
rehabilitation, 22 percent for addressing root causes of
addiction and drug misuse, 19 percent for public
education and awareness, 18 percent to hold people
responsible through litigation and regulation, and the
remaining 16 percent to go to the criminal justice
system to address the issue.
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Brown, Capito Secure Opioid Workforce Provision in
Key Committee Bill
U.S. Senators Sherrod Brown of Ohio and Shelley
Moore Capito of West Virginia are advancing the Opioid
Crisis Response Act. The Act is a bipartisan Senate
package to address the workforce shortage created by
the opioid crisis. The Act is based on an earlier
legislation called the Collectively Achieving Recovery
and Employment (“CARE”) Act. The CARE Act targets
federal workforce training grants in order to address
workforce shortages and skill gaps caused by the opioid
epidemic. The Opioid Crisis Response Act aims at
stemming the tide of the nationwide opioid crisis. It
includes measures which combine addiction treatment
and workforce training. The package is expected to
pass out of the Senate Health, Education, Labor, and
Pensions (“HELP”) Committee.

Brown, Capito Secure Opioid Workforce Provision in
Key Committee Bill. (2018, April 23). Retrieved from
https://www.brown.senate.gov/newsroom/press/relea
se/brown-capito-secure-opioid-workforce-provision-inkey-committee-bill-
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Congressman Buddy Carter Holds Round Table
Meeting to Discuss Opioid Epidemic
Congressman Buddy Carter discussed how to fight the
opioid crisis with local law enforcement officers in
Richmond Hill, Georgia. Several officers showed up to
share their first-hand experiences. The officers also
gave input on how to fight the crisis. According to
Assistant Police Chief Robert Gavin, it is easy to lose
focus being far away from the problem and the
epidemic will continue to worsen unless a change is
made. Carter said that he will take information from
this productive meeting with him back to Washington.
Carter, who is the only pharmacist serving in Congress,
considers the opioid epidemic to be his expertise given
his experience in the field.

Moody, Stephen. (2018, April 23). Congressman Buddy
Carter holds round table meeting to discuss opioid
epidemic.
Retrieved
from
http://www.wjcl.com/article/congressman-buddycarter-holds-round-table-meeting-to-discuss-opioidepidemic/19979414
Connelly: Opioid Crisis Cost Washington More Than $9
Billion
A report by the Washington Senator Patty Murray
shows that the largest economic impact of the opioid
crisis are opioid-related deaths. According to the
© 2018 Lumina Analytics, LLC. No claim to original U.S. Government Works or cited materials.

report, the economic cost of the crisis in Washington
amounted to more than $9 billion in 2016. The costs
were incurred in combined fatalities, spending on
health care, treatment for addiction, criminal justice,
and lost productivity. The report shows that fatalities
from the epidemic in Washington ranged from 640 to
718 annually, between 2006 and 2016. Between 425
and 583 annual deaths have resulted from overdosing
on prescription drugs, far greater than deaths from
heroin overdoses. Murray stated that new analysis
indicates how much communities are losing
economically.

Connelly, Joel. (2018, April 23). Connelly: Opioid crisis
cost Washington more than $9 billion – report.
Retrieved
from
https://www.seattlepi.com/local/politics/article/Connel
ly-Opioid-crisis-cost-Washington-more-than12858754.php
Deaths Continue To Increase, While Opioid
Prescriptions Decrease
IQVIA, a global provider of information, innovative
technology solutions, and contract research services
focused on helping healthcare clients find better
solutions for patients, stated in a recent report that
drug overdose deaths continue to increase while opioid
prescriptions decrease. Connecticut has one of the
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most significant reductions in opioid prescriptions. The
state experienced a 27.3 percent reduction over the last
four years and an 11 percent reduction between 2016
and 2017. According to Dr. Patrice A. Harris, Chair of the
American Medical Society (“AMA”) Opioid Task Force, a
22 percent decrease in opioid prescriptions nationally
between 2013 and 2017 reflects the fact that
physicians, and other healthcare professionals, are
increasingly judicious when prescribing opioids. Harris
said that the statistics prove that simply decreasing
prescription opioid supplies will not end the epidemic.
Dr. Harris added that the state needs well-designed
initiatives that bring together public and private
insurers, policymakers, public health infrastructure,
and communities. The parties must act with a shared
objective to improve access and coverage for
comprehensive pain management and treatment for
substance use disorders. Deaths due to drug overdose
have continued to spike despite continued efforts by
Connecticut legislators to decrease opioid misuse,
primarily through limiting the length of prescriptions.
The number of drug-related overdose deaths in
Connecticut topped 1,000 in 2017, the highest number
since the opioid epidemic began.

Kramer, Jack. (2018, April 23). Deaths Continue To
Increase, While Opioid Prescriptions Decrease.
Retrieved
from
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Dem. Congressional Candidate Unveils Plan for
Combating Opioid Crisis
Ralph Baxter, a Democratic Congressional Candidate,
unveiled his plan for combating the opioid crisis.
According to Baxter, the opioid epidemic is the greatest
domestic crisis of our lifetime, and it needs to be
treated as a national emergency. He outlined a ten-year
comprehensive plan that focuses on four main topics,
including a Declaration of National Emergency under
the National Emergencies Act. He also called for the
creation of a federal position of leadership dedicated to
the issue, as well as adequate federal funding for
prevention, law enforcement, and treatment programs.
Baxter said that it is an issue that deserves to be treated
with the highest authority. He added that the epidemic
is killing 175 Americans each day. Further, he called for
volunteers to provide the necessary human resources
for opioid programs.

Dem. Congressional Candidate unveils plan for
combating opioid crisis. (2018, April 23). Retrieved from
http://www.wtrf.com/community/dem-congressionalcandidate-unveils-plan-for-combating-opioidcrisis/1136018342
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Federal Funding Awarded to Missouri to Address the
Opioid Crisis
The Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services
Administration awarded a $10 million opioid crisis
grant to the state of Missouri. Senator Claire McCaskill,
who spearheaded efforts to combat the opioid
epidemic in the state, applauded the move. According
to the Senator Roy Blunt, who helped secure the
funding for the opioid crisis grant program, the grant
will provide additional resources to expand and
improve treatment and prevention services. The
program was authorized under the 21st Century Cures
Act, which McCaskill also supported. Blunt’s bill also
provided an additional $1 billion for a new state opioid
response grant program, which the Department of
Health and Human Services is expected to announce in
the coming months. McCaskill is currently engaged in
the most comprehensive Congressional investigation
into the opioid crisis to date, requesting documents
from opioid manufacturers and distributors. McCaskill
announced the first round of findings, detailing
systemic manipulation of the prior authorization
process by Insys Therapeutics. Her latest report
highlighted how opioid manufacturers have made
significant financial investments into third party
organizations.
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Skalicky, Michele. (2018, April 23). Federal Funding
Awarded to Missouri to Address the Opioid Crisis.
Retrieved from http://ksmu.org/post/federal-fundingawarded-missouri-address-opioid-crisis#stream/0
Opioid Epidemic Resources
Alex Azar, Secretary of Health and Human Services
(“HHS”), announced the second year of funding totaling
$485 million to continue the nation’s efforts to combat
the opioid crisis. Congressman Larry Bucshon, M.D., the
United States Representative for Indiana's 8th
congressional district, stated that the funding will allow
Indiana to build upon the important work that has been
done throughout the state in increasing access to
evidence-based
medication-assisted
treatment
programs and other addiction treatment services. He
said that the funding will provide continued support for
those who have overcome their addiction and to focus
on addiction prevention programs.

Opioid Epidemic Resources. (2018, April 23). Retrieved
from
https://bucshon.house.gov/news/documentsingle.asp
x?documentid=826
Students Raise Awareness on Campus About Opioid
Crisis
In connection with nationwide Drug Take Back Day,
Arkansas University students declared Opioid and

57

Substance Abuse Awareness Week on campus. The
Associated Student Government (“ASG”) is kicking off
events at Arkansas Union South Terrace. Lieutenant
Governor Tim Griffin will make the keynote address.
Additionally, Fayetteville Mayor Lioneld Jordan and
Washington County Judge Joseph Wood will be signing
proclamations to make the week official. Gina Allgaier,
of a local group, Speakup About Drugs, lost her son to
fentanyl. Allgaier formed this group to teach people
about the dangers of opioid and drug use. Allgaier will
also be speaking during the kickoff event. The ASG will
also have a panel discussion on the opioid and
substance misuse crisis and possible solutions.
Students will participate in the nationwide Drug Take
Back Day at the University of Arkansas Police
Department (“UAPD”).

Kee, Meghan. (2018, April 23). Students raise awareness
on campus about opioid crisis. Retrieved from
http://www.4029tv.com/article/students-raiseawareness-on-campus-about-opioid-crisis/19889035
Walden Applauds New Federal Grants to Fight Opioid
Epidemic in Oregon
U.S. Representative Greg Walden of Oregon, Chairman
of the United States House Energy and Commerce
Committee, praised the Department of Health and
Human Services’ (“HHS”) announcement on the second
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round of grant funding to fight the opioid crisis. HHS
stated that the first round of Opioid State Targeted
Response (“STR”) grants helped states advance
medication-assisted treatment, promote the use of
overdose-reversing naloxone, and build recovery and
support services across the country. The STR grants
were established under the 21st Century Cures Act and
signed into law in 2016. The grants are administered by
the Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services
Administration (“SAMHSA”) within HHS. Oregon
received $6.5 million in the first round of grants. HHS
said that it would release $485 million to help combat
opioid misuse. In addition to the 21st Century Cures Act,
the House Energy and Commerce Committee also
advanced the Comprehensive Addiction and Recovery
Act (“CARA”) to address the opioid epidemic. Walden
has also convened a series of hearings on opioid
misuse, and his committee is currently considering
dozens of bills to attack the issue.

Walden applauds new federal grants to fight opioid
epidemic in Oregon. (2018, April 23). Retrieved from
http://riponadvance.com/stories/walden-applaudsnew-federal-grants-fight-opioid-epidemic-oregon/
Booker, Menendez Unveil New Bill to Fight Opioid Crisis
Two New Jersey Senators, Cory Booker and Bob
Menendez, announced a new bill, Alternative to Opioids
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in the Emergency Department Act, to fight the ongoing
opioid crisis. The senators unveiled the legislation at St.
Joseph’s Medical Center in Paterson, New Jersey. St.
Joseph's Medical Center saw an 82 percent reduction in
opioid use over the past two years. The bill, created
based on a program started at the hospital in 2016, will
test other pain management protocols to limit the use
of opioids at hospitals nationwide.

Booker, Menendez unveil new bill to fight opioid crisis.
(2018,
April
24).
Retrieved
from
http://newjersey.news12.com/story/38023638/bookermenendez-unveil-new-bill-to-fight-opioid-crisis
Dr. Ruiz Introduces Bill to Tackle Opioid Epidemic and
Expand Treatment Options for Seniors
United States Representative of California, Raul Ruiz,
M.D., introduced the bill, Advancing High Quality
Treatment for Opioid Use Disorders in Medicare Act.
The bill increases access for seniors on Medicare to
comprehensive addiction treatment services such as
care management, treatment planning, and support
services. The bill will also reward and support
treatment programs with the best outcomes, fostering
innovations in care to successfully help patients.
Further, it requires HHS to develop guidelines for
comprehensive addiction treatment programs for
mental health providers serving Medicare patients. The
© 2018 Lumina Analytics, LLC. No claim to original U.S. Government Works or cited materials.

legislation is supported by the American Medical
Association and the American Society of Addiction
Medicine. The bill will make it easier for Medicare
patients to find appropriate care and coordinate health
needs.

Dr. Ruiz Introduces Bill to Tackle Opioid Epidemic and
Expand Treatment Options for Seniors. (2018, April 24).
Retrieved
from
https://ruiz.house.gov/mediacenter/press-releases/dr-ruiz-introduces-bill-tackleopioid-epidemic-and-expand-treatment
How Adapt Pharma tackled the opioid crisis head on
Thom Duddy, Executive Director of Communications at
Adapt Pharma, maker of Narcan, said that Adapt
Pharma is raising awareness about opioid use through
its media relations and partnerships. Duddy said that
many misconceptions surrounding opioids need to be
corrected. The first hurdle is eliminating stigma around
opioid use by showing that people become addicted to
opioids every day. The company also released a series
of videos from people affected by opioids on Narcan's
patient website. Duddy's team is also targeting doctors,
pharmacists, and those who treat substance use
disorder. The company encourages prescribers to talk
about risks of addiction and overdose with their
patients. Further, Adapt Pharma is encouraging doctors
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and pharmacists to prescribe Narcan when prescribing
an opioid.

Kanski, Alison. (2018, April 24). How Adapt Pharma
tackled the opioid crisis head on. Retrieved from
http://www.mmm-online.com/agencies/how-adaptpharma-tackled-the-opioid-crisis-headon/article/760840/
McConnell bill targets problems with opioid epidemic
on workforce
United States Senate Majority Leader Mitch McConnell
introduced the Comprehensive Addiction Recovery
through Effective Employment and Re-entry (“CAREER”)
Act, a legislation to help combat the opioid crisis in
Kentucky and the rest of the country. According to
McConnell, the CAREER Act will form partnerships
consisting of local businesses and treatment groups to
help those in recovery find and maintain employment.
McConnell said that substance use is a major hurdle to
finding and hiring suitable employees. McConnell
added that the bill will expand housing block grants to
encourage more transitional housing options for
recovering addicts. The bill also gives states more
flexibility to spend federal career services and training
funds for transitioning individuals from treatment to
the workforce.
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Latek, Tom. (2018, April 24). McConnell bill targets
problems with opioid epidemic on workforce. Retrieved
from http://kentuckytoday.com/stories/mcconnell-billtargets-problems-with-opioid-epidemic-onworkforce,13001
DEA Cracking Down On Opioid Crisis In Maryland
The Drug Enforcement Administration ("DEA") has
issued a call to action as Maryland’s opioid crisis causes
increasing concern throughout the state. Chairman of
the DEA Education Foundation, Bill Alden, stated that
the opioid crisis is a distinct epidemic. The DEA
Education Foundation aims to educate people on the
consequences of misusing opioids. Gary Tuggle,
Baltimore Police Deputy Commissioner, said that
prescription opioid addiction can easily lead to heroin
addiction.

Warren, Pat. (2018, April 25). DEA Cracking Down On
Opioid Crisis In Maryland. Retrieved from
http://baltimore.cbslocal.com/2018/04/25/marylandopioid-crisis/
Officials persistent in battle against opioid epidemic
Wisconsin Attorney General Brad Schimel is promoting
his 'Dose of Reality' campaign to combat the growing
opioid epidemic in the state. Schimel said that he met
over 500 parents who have buried their children due to
opioids. The 7th Drug Take Back Day will be held on April
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28. Everest Metro Police Chief Clay Schulz said that the
goal of this event is to provide a safe, convenient, and
responsible means of disposal while educating the
public about medication misuse. More than two tons of
opioids in central Wisconsin have been collected at this
event.

Pacholke, Neena. (2018, April 25). Officials persistent in
battle against opioid epidemic. Retrieved from
http://www.waow.com/story/38031288/2018/04/Tues
day/officials-persistent-in-battle-against-opioidepidemic
Opioid Crisis – And Related Crime – Top Priority for U.S.
Attorney of Vermont
United States Attorney for the District of Vermont,
Christina Nolan, stated that the opioid crisis, which
includes related violence and human trafficking, is a top
priority for her office. According to Nolan, prosecution
is important because it is a means of reducing opioid
supply in the state. She will also work to increase drug
prevention measures. Nolan added that her office is
working to establish a drug court in Burlington. She
hopes that the court will consider defendants’ efforts to
enter treatment and achieve long-term recovery when
working with drug-related offenses.

Lindholm, Jane., Massey, Lydia., & Cengeri, Ric. (2018,
April 25). Opioid Crisis—And Related Crime—Top
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Priority For U.S. Attorney Of Vermont. Retrieved from
http://digital.vpr.net/post/opioid-crisis-and-relatedcrime-top-priority-us-attorney-vermont#stream/0
Attorney General Jeff Sessions Visits ND to Address
Opioid Crisis
U.S. Attorney General Jeff Sessions announced recently
that new court documents have been unsealed,
revealing numerous charges against those involved in
the opioid crisis. Sessions said that 10 more people
have been charged for illegally transporting deadly
drugs into the U.S. The case now has a total of 32
defendants. Chinese nationals are also involved in the
case. Many dealers buy drugs online from China and
have them shipped to their front door.

Attorney General Jeff Sessions visits ND to address
opioid crisis, (2018, April 27). Retrieved from
http://www.kfyrtv.com/content/news/AttorneyGeneral-Jeff-Sessions-visits-ND-to-address-opioidcrisis-481073611.html
Bangor Leaders Hold Event for Healing from Opioid
Crisis
Leaders of Bangor, Maine held an interfaith healing
event responding to the opioid crisis. Leaders in law
enforcement, health care, substance abuse recovery,
and government also joined in the event.
Approximately 500 people attended the service, which
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was organized by leaders from local Catholic,
Protestant, and Jewish communities for individuals
directly affected by opioid addiction. Sprague called for
attendees to come together as a community to respond
to the ongoing crisis. Further, houses of worship in the
Bangor area have been asked to devote weekend
services to discuss the topic of addiction and to provide
addiction recovery resources.

Bangor leaders hold event for healing from opioid
crisis.
(2018,
April
27).
Retrieved
from
https://www.seattletimes.com/nation-world/bangorleaders-hold-event-for-healing-from-opioid-crisis/
Brandywine Counseling Milford Location Offering
Opioid Addiction Treatment
Brandywine Counseling and Community Services
(“BCCS”) in Milford, Delaware, expanded its program to
include medication-assisted treatment for opioid
addiction as well as more prevention services geared
toward teens and young adults. BCCS Milford offers
medication-assisted treatment including methadone,
Suboxone, and Vivitrol. Further, it provides prevention
programs for schools, youth, and young adults, as well
as behavioral health assessments for adults and
adolescents. It also offers outpatient counseling, an
intensive outpatient program, psychotherapy services,
case management, and reentry services.
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Brandywine Counseling Milford location offering opioid
addiction treatment. (2018, April 27). Retrieved from
http://www.milfordbeacon.com/news/20180427/bran
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High Schoolers Look to Help Fight the Opioid Crisis
A group of high school students in Albuquerque, New
Mexico is trying to solve problems surrounding the
opioid crisis. Youth Against Drug Abuse (“YADA”)
recently organized an event on National Drug TakeBack Day. President of YADA, Stephanie Colmenero,
said that they are aware of the various social problems
in the community and drug abuse is a concerning
problem among them. With the help of the New Mexico
Joint Counter Drug Task Force and the Drug
Enforcement Administration, YADA organized an
educational event to raise awareness regarding drug
misuse and addiction.

Aguilar, Morgan. (2018, April 27). High schoolers look to
help fight the opioid crisis. Retrieved from
http://www.kob.com/albuquerque-news/nationaldrug-take-back-day-youth-symposium/4883669/
Minnesota Governor and Hospitals Try New Approach
to Opioid Epidemic
The Minnesota legislature is spearheading an initiative
to curb the opioid epidemic by informing doctors on
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how to reduce opioid prescriptions. Governor of
Minnesota, Mark Dayton, is asking doctors to decrease
the dosage and the number of pills prescribed for pain
treatment. Part of the proposal includes grant money
to create a substance control team for eight Minnesota
communities, including Alexandria and Fergus Falls.

McCall, Angeline. (2018, April 27). Minnesota governor
and hospitals try new approach to opioid epidemic.
Retrieved from http://www.wday.com/news/4438270minnesota-governor-and-hospitals-try-new-approachopioid-epidemic
U.S. Senate Candidate Chele Farley Visits the Southern
Tier
U.S. Senate Candidate, Chele Farley, met with Senator
Fred Akshar and County Sheriff David Harder to tour
the New York Broome County Jail. The meeting was
intended to address substance abuse in correctional
facilities. Farley discussed the need for more federal
funding allocated to opioid addiction prevention and
treatment. Farley said that New York taxpayers send
$48 billion more to Washington than what the state
gets back every year. According to the Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention, nearly 64,000 people
across the country and 2,000 people across New York
died of drug overdose in 2016. Ninety-five overdose
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deaths in 2016 and 66 overdose deaths in 2017
occurred in Broome County

Supardi, Briana. (2018, April 27). U.S. Senate Candidate
Chele Farley Visits The Southern Tier. Retrieved from
http://www.wicz.com/story/38054772/us-senatecandidate-chele-farley-visits-the-southern-tier
Chicagoans Help Battle Opioid Crisis at National Take
Back Day
The Drug Enforcement Administration (“DEA”)
presented a nationwide effort to allow people to turn in
expired, unused, or unwanted drugs anonymously.
According to the DEA, Chicago has the highest rate of
emergency room visits for drug overdose in the United
States. In Cook County, overdose deaths rose by 69
percent in 2017. According to Dr. Jonah Stulberg,
Associate Professor of Surgery at Northwestern
Memorial Hospital, there are over 100 drug overdose
deaths a day. The program allowed Chicagoans to drop
off their prescription drugs at Northwestern Memorial
Hospital. Officials said that the program was one small
step toward curbing opioid misuse.

Lowe, Mike. (2018, April 28). Chicagoans help battle
opioid crisis at National Take Back Day. Retrieved from
http://wgntv.com/2018/04/28/chicagoans-help-battleopioid-crisis-with-drug-take-back-day/
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Drug Take Back Day Helps Fight Growing Opioid
Epidemic
In Virginia, local police agencies are fighting the growing
opioid epidemic by collecting old drugs from medicine
cabinets on National Drug Take Back Day. This provides
a safe way for people to dispose of unwanted or
expired drugs without being questioned. Virginia’s
Albemarle County Police Department collected 768
pounds of drugs and 428 pounds of sharps at Sentara
Martha Jefferson Hospital. The drugs were taken to
Appomattox and were destroyed. According to
Albemarle County Police Department First Sergeant,
Dale Johnson, the county has experienced an increased
number of drug overdoses.

Hawn, Tyler. (2018, April 28). Drug Take Back Day helps
fight growing opioid epidemic. Retrieved from
http://www.newsplex.com/content/news/Drug-TakeBack-Day-helps-fight-growing-opioid-epidemic481151511.html
Battling an Opioid Crisis
Law enforcement agencies of Wyoming’s Albany
County are training and deploying specialized officers
to combat the increasing number of opioid-related
criminal cases. Laramie Police Department (“LPD”)
Lieutenant, Gwen Smith, said that an individual can be
charged for possessing opioid medications without a
© 2018 Lumina Analytics, LLC. No claim to original U.S. Government Works or cited materials.

prescription bottle if the prescription cannot be
confirmed through a doctor. According to Albany
County Undersheriff, Josh DeBree, deputies are
working on opioid-related cases specifically to control
the increasing workload. DeBree said that in addition to
receiving more resources and training, officers are
using new technologies to help counteract the effects
of opioids. He added that the sheriff’s office used an
opioid neutralizer, Narcan, five times in 2017. Albany
County Attorney Peggy Trent said that a special drug
unit was created to provide Albany County attorneys
and law enforcement extra training on investigating
and prosecuting drug-related cases.

Walker, Cameron. (2018, April 29). Battling an opioid
crisis.
Retrieved
from
http://www.laramieboomerang.com/news/local_news/
battling-an-opioid-crisis/article_68799006-4b66-11e89b70-8ff00e6518d7.html
DEA Proposes Rule to Fight Opioid Epidemic in West
Virginia
The Drug Enforcement Administration (“DEA”)
announced a proposed rule to reduce the oversupply
of opioid painkillers and end pill dumping in West
Virginia. The proposed rule is the result of a lawsuit filed
by West Virginia Attorney General Patrick Morrisey
seeking to minimize the number of opioids
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manufactured each year. The The proposed rule aims
to strengthen the DEA’s control over diversion of
controlled substances and to make further
improvements to the quota management regulatory
system for the production, manufacture, and
procurement of controlled substances. Morrisey said
that the proposed rule change is crucial to ending pill
dumping in West Virginia. If enacted, the rule would
require drug manufacturers to identify a need for
controlled substances to justify their production.

Lerose, Kelsie. (2018, April 29). DEA proposes rule to
fight opioid epidemic in West Virginia. Retrieved from
http://www.journal-news.net/news/localnews/2018/04/dea-proposes-rule-to-fight-opioidepidemic-in-west-virginia/
DHHR Awards Funds for Fast Response Opioid Project
The West Virginia Department of Health and Human
Resources (“DHHR”) is providing funding for a new
opioid addiction treatment program that provides
immediate hands-on counseling services to addicts
seeking emergency room treatment. DHHR awarded
$332,601 to Marshall Research Corporation for a pilot
program that aims to provide assisted counseling and
long-term recovery services to opioid victims in Cabell
and Kanawha counties. The DHHR grant money is also
part of Governor Jim Justice’s goal to develop a new
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approach for tackling the state’s opioid crisis. Opioids
accounted for an estimated 900 overdose deaths in the
state last year. Bob Hansen, Director of Addiction
Services at Marshall University, said that the program is
meant to provide addiction medical treatment at a
moment’s notice. He further explained that addicts will
often change their mind and leave the emergency room
if immediate treatment is not available. The program
will also feature two multi-agency outpatient centers
where substance misuse victims can be seen
immediately without an appointment. Further, the
program will offer patients the option to get
medication-assisted treatment and refer patients to
community-based treatment and recovery services.

Mcconville, Jim. (2018, April 29). DHHR awards funds for
fast response opioid project. Retrieved from
http://www.journal-news.net/news/localnews/2018/04/dhhr-awards-funds-for-fast-responseopioid-project/
Baltimore hospitals to play a bigger role in opioid
epidemic under city initiative
Eleven hospitals in Baltimore, Maryland have
committed to a new city initiative to increase their role
in fighting the opioid epidemic. Executives from each
hospital joined Mayor Catherine E. Pugh and Health
Commissioner Dr. Leana S. Wen in announcing the
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efforts to screen patients for addiction, connect them
to rehabilitation services, and distribute naloxone to
better help patients suffering from substance misuse.
According to city officials, hospitals are the best places
to address the problem since substance addiction is a
medical issue. City officials said that many people who
end up in the hospital are not in addiction treatment.
Under the initiative, the city and hospitals have
developed potential standards of care that hospitals
must follow when treating people with substance use
disorder. The Maryland Hospital Association said that
funding has been an obstacle as the opioid epidemic
grows, and hospitals would like to see this problem
addressed.

McDaniels, Andrea K. (2018, April 30). Baltimore
hospitals to play a bigger role in opioid epidemic under
city
initiative.
Retrieved
from
http://www.baltimoresun.com/health/bs-hs-opioidhospital-initiative-20180430-story.html
Casey Introduces Bills Aimed at Opioid Crisis
U.S. Senator Bob Casey announced that three bills he
created to address the ongoing opioid crisis have been
passed in the Senate Health, Education, Labor, and
Pensions (“HELP”) Committee as part of the Opioid
Crisis Response Act. The legislation aims to improve the
nation’s ability to prevent and treat opioid use
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disorders across the country. Casey said that these bills
will do a great deal to strengthen the country’s defenses
in the continuing fight against the opioid epidemic.
Casey added that the Protecting Moms and Infants Act
builds on the Protecting Our Infants Act, which he and
Senate Majority Leader, Mitch McConnell, created in
2015, as the first federal law that addresses prenatal
opioid exposure. The Supporting Infant Plans of Safe
Care Implementation Act aims to save vulnerable
infants whose mothers used opioids during pregnancy.
The Restricting Entrance and Strengthening the
Requirements on Import Controls for Trafficking
(“RESTRICT”) Illicit Drugs Act modernizes the Food and
Drug Administration’s authority to address the
importation of illegal drugs like opioids. Casey also
introduced the Medicare Beneficiary Opioid Addiction
Treatment Act, which would break down existing
barriers to treatment by providing coverage for
methadone under Medicare Part B. Further, it would
allow senior citizens and people with disabilities to
receive medication in their doctor’s office.

Casey introduces bills aimed at opioid crisis. (2018, April
30).
Retrieved
from
http://citizensvoice.com/news/casey-introduces-billsaimed-at-opioid-crisis-1.2331525
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Markey Addresses Opioid Crisis
U.S. Senator Ed Markey spoke about the opioid crisis
and his plan to combat the problem in the Gloucester
City Hall Auditorium, Massachusetts. He said that 80
percent of the 2,000 people who died from overdoses
in the state last year had fentanyl in their bodies.
Markey said that the recent federal budget included
$3.5 billion in treatment for this coming year and an
additional $3.5 billion for the following year. However,
only 20 percent of the people who need treatment can
access treatment. Markey further explained that total
funding must be increased 10-fold over the next
generation.

increasing the number of needle exchange programs
and improving health care for people struggling with
substance use disorder. The program enlisted 16 teams
to study various aspects of addiction over the next five
years. According to Nicholas Terry, a law professor at
the university and the report's lead author, the state
can do more to prevent opioid-induced deaths. Terry
said that arresting people is not the sole solution and
that more treatment is needed. In Indiana, carrying
Naloxone would grant individuals immunity for having
drug paraphernalia. The report suggested encouraging
more people to seek help by extending immunity to
bystanders and to victims of overdose.
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Report: Law Changes Could Help Combat Indiana
Opioid Crisis
Indiana University experts released a report on
addressing the crisis after assessing the state's opioid
epidemic. The report, which is the first result of the
university's $50 million Grand Challenges program,
recommended changing state laws and policies to
combat the epidemic. The recommendations include
© 2018 Lumina Analytics, LLC. No claim to original U.S. Government Works or cited materials.

State Leaders Offer Progress Report Opioid Epidemic
Vermont Health Commissioner, Mark Levine, said that
Vermonters disposed approximately three tons of
unwanted pills and medications during a Drug TakeBack Day event. Levine joined Senator Patrick Leahy
and other state leaders for a progress report on efforts
to tackle Vermont's continuing opioid epidemic. Leahy
said that he had successfully pushed to include $3.3
billion in new funding in the new federal budget for

67

states to fight addiction. He also said there was
bipartisan agreement in Congress to continue funding
over the next two fiscal years. The money will be used
to expand treatment of substance use disorder, hire
additional law enforcement to find narcotics dealers,
and prevent more Vermonters from being exposed to
opioids. Levine estimated that between 20,000 and
30,000 Vermonters are now suffering from opioid use
disorder and that between 8,000 and 9,000 residents
are now in treatment. Leahy added that new funding to
help states will continue.

Ledbetter, Stewart. (2018, April 30). State leaders offer
progress report opioid epidemic. Retrieved from
http://www.mynbc5.com/article/state-leaders-offerprogress-report-opioid-epidemic/20108268
Carter in Richmond Hill to Talk Opioid Epidemic in
Coastal Empire's Most At-Risk County
Georgia Representative, Buddy Carter, stated that the
national opioid epidemic claims around 115 lives every
day. Carter is planning to talk about how to combat the
problem in Bryan County, Georgia. According to the
Bryan County Prevention Project, one out of every 20
high school students in the county has misused a
prescription drug in the last month. The county has a
higher rate of prescribing opioids than any surrounding
county, including Chatham County, the most populous
© 2018 Lumina Analytics, LLC. No claim to original U.S. Government Works or cited materials.

county in the Coastal Empire. Carter said that work is
being done to try to combat the opioid crisis.
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HHS disperses funding to fight opioid epidemic for
second straight year
The United States Department of Health and Human
Services (“HHS”) dispersed its second year of funding to
all 50 states, four territories, Palau, and Micronesia to
combat the ongoing opioid crisis. The department has
spent nearly $500 million to curb problematic usage of
opioids. In the first year, states utilized the funding to
connect opioid users to evidence-based treatment
programs and practices proven to curb or stop opioid
use. HHS Secretary, Alex Azar, said that these funds will
help support evidence-based efforts at the state level
to prevent opioid misuse, expand access to effective
treatment options, and support recovery for patients.
Moreover, within the next few months, the Substance
Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration
(“SAMHSA”) will release details of a separate $1 billion
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grant funding opportunity for states, territories, and
tribes hit hardest by the crisis.

medical marijuana and one that would create a needle
exchange program to combat the spread of Hepatitis C.

Senior, Rob. (2018, May 1). HHS disperses funding to
fight opioid epidemic for second straight year.
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Iowa Senate Gives Approval to Bill Combating Opioid
Crisis
Opioid-related deaths in Iowa have been on the rise in
recent years. Last year, there were nearly 100 opioid
overdose deaths and over 200 opioid-related deaths in
Iowa. The Iowa Senate approved a bill designed to
battle the opioid epidemic. Senators unanimously
passed House File 2377, which enacts several changes
to prescribing and tracking of opioids in the state. The
bill requires all healthcare providers to enroll in a
prescription monitoring program, requires use of
electronic prescriptions, and plans to phase out paper
prescriptions by 2020. The bill also requires pharmacies
and providers to report when they dispense controlled
substances within 24 hours. State Senator, Dan
Dawson, said that the bill promotes a better
understanding of patients' prescription history. During
the debate, several amendments to the bill were
removed, including one that would expand access to
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Community Events Raise Opioid Crisis Awareness and
Action
While the incidence of opioid addiction, overdose, and
death has risen dramatically across the nation, the
Opioid Work Group hosted two events to raise
awareness of the epidemic and explore ways to
address local effects of the national opioid crisis. The
Opioid Work Group is comprised of representatives
from a range of city programs and partners including
social services, law enforcement, schools, health
providers, and a local coalition. Recently, the group
hosted “A Community Conversation: Heroin and Other
Opioids” at T.C. Williams Minnie Howard Campus,
Alexandria, Virginia. About 75 people attended the
town hall. The panel of representatives answered
questions from the audience and online viewers at the
event. The group followed up the town hall with a
Community Action Planning Meeting at T.C. Williams.
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Approximately
60
Alexandria
residents
and
representatives from various organizations, including
representatives from all Opioid Working Group partner
agencies, community residents, and family members of
persons affected by the crisis attended the meeting.
Participants broke into discussion groups based on the
Work Group’s multidimensional approach to discuss
ideas for fighting the local crisis. Feedback generated
from the event will be used by the Opioid Work Group
to set priorities and expand focus as resources allow.
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May
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Retrieved
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New Indiana program addresses maternal opioid crisis
Indiana Governor, Eric Holcomb, joined health officials
in announcing a new program that targets opioid
addiction among mothers and newborns at Community
Hospital East in Indianapolis. The program screens and
provides health care to support all expectant mothers
and newborns. The program will provide nearly
$600,000 to curb the number of female addicts during
and after pregnancy, as opioid exposure leads to
addiction in newborns. State legislation addressing
maternal opioid use disorder last year created the
grant from the Indiana Family and Social Services
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Administration. Holcomb said that his administration
will try to expand the program across Indiana and
allocate more funding when a new state budget is
developed next year.
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OK Lawmakers Lead Charge to Find Solution for Opioid
Epidemic
Senator Jim Inhofe and Congressman Markwayne
Mullin talked at Roger's State University, Claremore,
Oklahoma, on preventing opioid addiction among
veterans. According to Inhofe and Mullin, the
Department of Veteran's Affairs is one of the nation's
biggest prescribers of painkillers. Inhofe and Mullin
said that twice as many veterans are addicted to pain
pills compared to the general public and that the
number of dosages prescribed is the problem. The
lawmakers also talked about a new bill that will be
introduced this month to curb painkiller addictions.
Mullin said that the measure is designed to bring
attention to the amount of prescription painkillers the
Department of Veteran's Affairs distributes. Inhofe
added that prescribers and physicians need additional
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training on drug tolerance and prescribing the correct
dosages of opioids.
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Opioid Crisis in Natick: More Staff Needed
An opioid task force is tackling the epidemic in Natick,
Massachusetts. Cheryle Lucenta, a member of the task
force, said that the town needs more resources and
staff to fight the opioid crisis. According to Natick police,
the town recorded three to five opioid-related deaths
and about 23 to 27 opioid overdoses annually over the
past several years. Katie Sugarman, Natick’s prevention
and outreach program manager, said that the task
force is working with Boston-based Health Resources in
Action to develop a strategic plan for tackling the
problem. Sugarman said that the plan will identify
resources the town needs to adequately fight the
opioid crisis.
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Opioid Epidemic: Kasich Announces New Rules for
Prescribing Painkillers
Ohio Governor, John Kasich, announced new rules for
tracking painkiller prescribing patterns for patients
suffering chronic pain. The rules establish methods for
evaluating the use of medication based on its strength.
Patients who are dying or being treated in hospitals are
excluded from this rule. The governor has been
pushing prescribing limits in recent years to battle
Ohio’s addiction epidemic, which resulted in 4,050
overdose deaths in 2016. Restrictions enacted last year
set limits for prescribing narcotic pain pills for acute
pain, typically caused by an injury or illness.
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Senator Hassan Statement on Report Confirming
Fentanyl as Number One Killer in Opioid Epidemic
New Hampshire Senator, Maggie Hassan, recently
released a statement in light of a report published in
the
Journal
of
the
American
Medical
Association (“JAMA”). The report confirmed that
synthetic opioids, such as fentanyl, have surpassed
prescription opioids as the top killer in the opioid
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epidemic. Senator Hassan said that the report confirms
the trend seen in New Hampshire. She added that
fentanyl is the deadliest opioid and is killing people
quickly with small amounts. According to Hassan, the
spread of synthetic opioids, like fentanyl, is
exacerbating the epidemic and taking a massive toll on
the economy in New Hampshire. She will continue to
work to ensure that victims struggling with addiction
receive necessary support and resources through
federal funding.

Senator Hassan Statement on Report Confirming
Fentanyl as Number One Killer in Opioid Epidemic.
(2018,
May
2).
Retrieved
from
https://www.hassan.senate.gov/news/pressreleases/senator-hassan-statement-on-reportconfirming-fentanyl-as-number-one-killer-in-opioidepidemic
Surgeon General says Local Opioid Crisis Efforts are
Working
U.S. Surgeon General, Dr. Jerome Adams, spoke on the
opioid crisis at Waubonsee Community College, saying
that local efforts are effective in reducing overdose
deaths. Adams said that naloxone is a vital first step in
curbing overdose deaths even though the medication
does not end addiction and is not a long-term
treatment. He encouraged everyone in the audience to
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get a dose of the overdose reversal medication. He
added that since opioid addiction affects 2.1 million
people nationwide, anyone could witness an overdose.
He concluded that public safety, health, justice, drug
enforcement, treatment, and policy officials should
continue working together to fix gaps that lead users to
relapse, prison, or death.
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How Can U.S. Fight the Opioid Crisis? Try Antidote
Patents
In a letter to the White House, Baltimore’s health
department and Public Citizen, a nonprofit advocate
organization, indicated that the Trump administration
should fight the opioid epidemic with a new approach.
The suggestion is that by overriding patents for
naloxone medication such as Kaleo Inc.’s injectable
Evzio and Adapt Pharma Inc.’s Narcan nasal spray, the
government could lower cost and increase availability
of the overdose antidote. Robert Weissman, President
of Public Citizen, said at a press conference that the
administration can choose to lower prices and make
these products available and accessible to save more
lives. Weissman added that the administration can also
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choose not to upset Big Pharma, allowing more people
die. According to the Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention, opioid overdoses kill 115 Americans daily.
The U.S. Surgeon General has also advised more
Americans to carry naloxone.
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Allscripts' 5 Promises to Fight the Opioid Epidemic
Allscripts, an Electronic Health Record vendor,
suggested five ways to combat the opioid crisis in 2018.
Allscripts’ CEO, Paul Black, said that Allscripts is
committed to improving its solutions to help clinicians
curb opioid misuse. The five ways Allscripts plans to
fight the opioid epidemic are establishing a baseline,
securing prescribing practices, providing clinical
decision support, simplifying access to prescription
drug monitoring programs, and predicting risk.
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Analysis: Opioid Crisis Cost State More Than $8 billion
in 2016
According to new analysis, the opioid crisis cost West
Virginia more than $8.72 billion in 2016. The analysis
includes costs related to fatalities, health care
spending, addiction treatment, criminal justice, and lost
productivity. The largest economic impact of the crisis
in West Virginia came from opioid-related fatalities,
which cost the state $8.149 billion in 2016. The number
of opioid-related deaths in West Virginia have doubled
over the past 10 years and quadrupled over the past 16
years. Senator Joe Manchin said that the opioid
epidemic is taking countless lives and bankrupting
families, communities, and the state. He also said the
Senate HELP Committee passed a comprehensive bill
recently that aims to mitigate the damage by funding
substance use disorder treatment centers. It also seeks
to fund other efforts to stop illicit opioid use, reduce
overdose deaths, and help recovering addicts re-enter
society. This new analysis was released as the Senate
Health Committee voted recently to pass the Opioid
Crisis Response Act of 2018. The legislation now heads
to the full Senate for consideration.
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Baltimore Facility Using Comprehensive Approach to
Fight Opioid Crisis
Concerted Care Group, a Baltimore-based facility, is
using scientific-based treatment to address the opioid
epidemic and lead recovery efforts. The group said that
the organization works to treat not only addiction but
also patients’ overall health. The group expanded their
treatment services to reach more people suffering from
addiction. Concerted Care Group founder, Noah
Nordheimer, said that he is using his personal
experience to fight the opioid crisis. The group
currently serves more than 1,000 patients across three
facilities every day. However, they could serve more
than 7,000 a day if more patients were aware of the
treatment facilities.
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Fairbanksans Fight Back Against the Opioid Epidemic
The opioid epidemic is spreading throughout the
nation, affecting people of all ages. Fairbanksans in
Alaska are fighting the epidemic through local efforts.
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There are six prescription drop-off locations
throughout both Fairbanks and North Pole. Residents
have been taking advantage of disposal services and
events like the National Prescription Drug Take-Back
Day. According to the Alaska Division of Public Health,
less than eight people died from opioid overdose in the
Interior this year. In addition to these local efforts,
lawmakers are working on fighting the epidemic. The
Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions Committee
recently passed legislation aimed at ending the opioid
epidemic in Alaska.
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Illinois Bill Would Use Medical Marijuana to Fight
Opioids
Illinois lawmakers are considering a bill that expands
the use of medical marijuana to fight the state's opioid
crisis. The Senate bill will create a pilot program that
allows patients to obtain medical marijuana at a
dispensary with a prescription. Individuals who qualify
for opioid prescriptions can apply for the state's
medical cannabis program. The bill requires the
dispensaries to verify medical certifications and check
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the amount prescribed before providing the
medication. The bill's sponsor, Democratic Senator Don
Harmon of Oak Park, said that medical marijuana could
help patients transition away from opioids or even treat
pain without using opioids. Harmon added that the
legislation aims to prevent opioid dependence by
providing an alternative. The bill overwhelmingly
passed in the Illinois Senate. The Illinois House Rules
Committee will now review the legislation.
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Nebraska DHHS Receives $2 Million Grant for Opioid
Awareness
Nebraska Department of Health and Human Services
(“DHHS”) is getting more tools to promote awareness
surrounding opioid misuse and the use of naloxone to
reverse overdoses. DHHS received an award of $2
million from the Substance Abuse and Mental Health
Services Administration. States and territories are
awarded funds based on the rates of overdose deaths
and the need for opioid addiction treatment. Nebraska
received its first $2 million grant for this program in
2017. Governor of Nebraska, Pete Ricketts, said that
even though Nebraska’s rates of opioid overdose are
© 2018 Lumina Analytics, LLC. No claim to original U.S. Government Works or cited materials.

very low compared to other states, prevention efforts
are important and cannot be neglected. He said that
the grant will support the state’s efforts to promote
awareness of opioid misuse and to ensure Nebraskans
have access to treatment.
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Efforts to Fight Opioid Epidemic Bolstered by $2 Million
Grant
Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services
Administration funding from the 21st Century Cures Act
will be helpful in fighting the opioid epidemic in
Delaware. The Delaware Department of Health and
Social Services (“DHSS”) selected three treatment
providers to add services in Kent, Sussex, and New
Castle counties with the grants. According to the DHSS,
the first-year goal is to enable all three treatment
providers to assist 300 patients with opioid use
disorder through access to medical and mental health
care, housing, vocational opportunities, education, and
other services as part of a Centers for Excellence Model.
They plan to offer high quality care that is
comprehensive, coordinated, evidence-based, and
patient-centered. Treatment hubs will provide care for
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individuals’ treatment needs, as well as address social
determinants that impact patients’ overall health and
treatment outcomes. A peer program is planned to
enlist certified recovery specialists to assist in
treatment and social service. Support provided will be
available 24 hours a day, seven days a week.

Anderson, Craig. (2018, May 5). Efforts to fight opioid
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Three Indian American Doctors Face 10-Year Jail Term
for Alleged Healthcare Fraud
Dr. Krishan Kumar Aggarwal, Dr. Madhu Aggarwal, and
Dr. Parth Bharill, three Indian-American physicians
from Pennsylvania, are facing a 10-year jail term for
alleged healthcare fraud. The physicians have been
charged with healthcare fraud after prescribing an
opioid addiction treatment drug unlawfully and trying
to get federal insurance agencies to cover the cost
through fraudulent claims. The three doctors work for
Redirections Treatment Advocates, an opioid addiction
treatment practice with offices in Pennsylvania and
West Virginia. Dr. Cherian John and Dr. Michael
Bummer were also indicted for similar charges. The
physicians, who worked as contractors at various
locations, allegedly tried to get Medicare and Medicaid
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to cover costs of unlawfully prescribed buprenorphine,
a medication for opioid addiction treatment. They have
been charged with healthcare fraud for submitting
fraudulent claims to Medicare and Medicaid. In
addition to the jail sentence, the five would have to pay
a fine of $250,000 for each of the counts of dispensing
Schedule III controlled substances illegally.
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Appendix A: Mission
LISA Overview
Mission LISA is a data aggregation project surrounding
the opioid crisis in America. The objective of the project
is to leverage publicly available data to fill knowledge
gaps relevant to opioid addiction prevention,
treatment, and interdiction. Intelligence developed
through Mission LISA is used to publish
recommendations for policy changes, addiction
treatment pathways, and prescription protocols based
on the most timely and relevant predictive indicators of
addiction and mortality risk.
Early stage outcomes on addiction and mortality
caused by prescription and illicit opioids are beginning
to reveal the power laws, or distributions, of addiction
and overdose—a defined set of variables and
conditions that drive the crisis. These insights are used
to direct policy and treatment recommendations
published by the Mission LISA team and its advisory
board. Analytics on nationwide treatment efficacy is
another critical area of our research. More relevant and
timely
data
increases
transparency
around
government-funded treatment programs and is useful
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for directing the allocation of funding and resources to
programs with the highest historical rates of success.
Our research illuminates contradictions in policy and
prescription protocols across physicians, hospitals, and
insurers. Insights gained through this analysis yield
data-driven policy recommendations and opportunities
to enhance and streamline opioid addiction care and
pain treatment. Through Mission LISA, we seek to
alleviate the crisis nationally by lessening instances of
opioid-induced overdose and addiction.
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Appendix B: How to
Read This Report
The Mission LISA Opioid Crisis Intelligence Report
provides discussion and analysis of key data, events,
and trends surrounding the national opioid epidemic.
Analysis draws on data observed in Lumina’s
proprietary Mission LISA data systems and published
across news media platforms over the past month. Our
analysts capture data relevant to crisis prevention,
addiction treatment, policy, and ongoing interdiction
efforts from across the Internet to pinpoint critical
developments in the national discussion.
Each report begins with an executive summary of its
contents. The executive summary is followed by a
commentary that describes current trends and analysis
drawn from ongoing Mission LISA data aggregation and
development. Finally, the report includes a collection of
relevant news articles, which have been curated for
readers by the Mission LISA staff.
The report is broken down by content category for
expedited navigation. We summarize relevant articles
to highlight important findings and insights and
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underline action items derived from new intelligence.
The purpose of this report is to inform understanding
of the national crisis and provide recommendations for
data-driven solutions to curb opioid-induced mortality
and addiction.

