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Executive Summary

•

The role of recovery coaching services in
community-based care and treatment for
patients suffering from opioid use disorder.

This week’s report highlights content collected from
March 5 to April 1, 2018 regarding the national opioid
crisis. The report features:

•

New medical and pharmacy school curricula
integrating the CDC’s guidelines on pain
management to better train and develop
appropriate practice habits in prospective
physicians and prescribers.

•

A 30 percent increase in the number of
emergency department visits for opioid
overdoses across 45 states as the national
opioid epidemic intensifies.

•

Policy and research recommendations
advocating for enhanced and integrated
treatment of blood-borne infections caused by
intravenous drug use.

•

Exparel, a new, long-acting local anesthetic
medicine that has been shown to successfully
reduce the number of opioid prescriptions.

•

New insights from Manatt Health supporting
that Medicaid expansion under the ACA is not
responsible for worsening the epidemic and
that Medicaid provides critical funding and
health coverage in combatting the opioid
crisis.

© 2018 Lumina Analytics, LLC. No claim to original U.S. Government Works or cited materials.

5

overdose to connect patients to a treatment
plan.5,6

Fast Facts
•

•

•

According to a recent report released by the
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention
(“CDC”), the number of opioid overdose
emergency department visits increased 30
percent from July 2016 to September 2017.1,2
The number of children hospitalized for opioid
overdose between 2012 and 2015 was nearly
double the number recorded between 2004 and
2007, increasing from 797 to 1,504 patients.3,4
In January, Bellin Health Emergency Medicine in
Wisconsin started offering recovery coaches to
emergency room patients who suffer from opioid

•

The unintentional drug poisoning mortality rate
among Native Americans and Native Alaskans is
nearly double the rate of the overall population
due to over-prescription of opioids in tribal
communities and on reservations.7

•

Between 1999 and 2015, overdose deaths among
Native Americans and Native Alaskans increased
five-fold.8

•

Rhode Island is the only state that provides jail
inmates full access to all three types of opioid
addiction
medication
–
buprenorphine,

Stein, R. (2018, March 6). Jump In Overdoses Shows Opioid Epidemic Has Worsened. Retrieved March 26, 2018, from http://nhpr.org/post/jump-overdoses-shows-opioidepidemic-has-worsened#stream/0
2
The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. (2018, March 9). Morbidity and Mortality Weekly Report (MMWR). Retrieved March 26, 2018, from
https://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/volumes/67/wr/mm6709e1.htm
3
Flynn, S. (2018, March 11). Opioid epidemic affecting children. Retrieved March 26, 2018, from http://spectrumlocalnews.com/nc/charlotte/news/2018/03/11/kids-and-opioids
4
Lieber, M. (2018, March 05). Opioid overdose among children nearly doubles. Retrieved April 03, 2018, from https://edition.cnn.com/2018/03/05/health/opioid-overdosechildren-doubles-study/index.html
5
Muir, J. (2018, March 8). Hospital Dealing with Opioid Crisis. Retrieved March 26, 2018, from http://wnflsports.com/news/articles/2018/mar/09/hospital-dealing-with-opioidcrisis/
6
Muir, J. (2018, January 30). New Way to Combat Drug Addiction. Retrieved March 26, 2018, from http://wtaq.com/news/articles/2018/jan/30/new-way-to-combat-drugaddiction/
7
Caiola, S. (2018, March 9). Tribal Lands To Get Funding Boost To Curb Opioid Crisis. Retrieved March 26, 2018, from http://www.capradio.org/articles/2018/03/09/tribal-landsto-get-funding-boost-to-curb-opioid-crisis/
8
The Roanoke Times. (2018, March 15). Native American overdose deaths surge since opioid epidemic. Retrieved March 29, 2018, from
http://www.roanoke.com/news/virginia/wire/feds-opioid-epidemic-s-full-impact-on-tribes-may-be/article_741ed7fa-ffbd-506c-aea0-b0a69d08835d.html
1
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methadone, and naltrexone – for treating opioid
use disorder.9
•

According to the official website of the White
House, there have been over 300,000 deaths
from overdoses involving opioids since 2000.10

•

The White House Council of Economic Advisers
estimated the economic burden from the
national opioid epidemic to be $504 billion in
2015 and $95 billion, a more narrowly
constructed estimate, in 2016.11

•

The CDC reports that, among new cases,
approximately 50 percent of hepatitis C
diagnoses, seven percent of HIV diagnoses, and
two percent of hepatitis A diagnoses are
associated with illicit intravenous drug use.12

•

Blue Cross Blue Shield reports that 21 percent of
its commercially-insured members across the

country filled at least one opioid prescription in
2015. Additionally, from 2010 through 2016, the
country witnessed a 493 percent increase in new
opioid use disorder cases.13,14

Lopez, G. (2018, March 13). How America's prisons are fueling the opioid epidemic. Retrieved March 26, 2018, from https://www.vox.com/policy-andpolitics/2018/3/13/17020002/prison-opioid-epidemic-medications-addiction
10
Seeberger, A. (2018, March 17). Drug Abuse in Local Areas. Retrieved March 29, 2018, from https://insiderupg.com/2018/03/17/drug-abuse-in-local-areas/
11
Brill, A., & Ganz, S. (2018). The Geographic Variation in the Cost of the Opioid Crisis. AEI Economics Working Paper Series. Retrieved March 29, 2018, from
http://www.aei.org/publication/the-geographic-variation-in-the-cost-of-the-opioid-crisis/
12
Ripon Advance News Service. (2018, March 23). Lance introduces bill to counter rise in infectious diseases fueled by opioid epidemic. Retrieved March 31, 2018, from
http://riponadvance.com/stories/lance-introduces-bill-counter-rise-infectious-diseases-fueled-opioid-epidemic/
13
Whitehurst, M. (2018, March 25). Federal funding to combat opioid crisis. Retrieved March 31, 2018, from http://abc3340.com/news/local/federal-funding-to-combat-opioidcrisis
14
The Blue Cross Blue Shield Association. (2017, June 29). America's opioid epidemic and its effect on the nation's commercially-insured population. Retrieved March 31, 2018,
from https://www.bcbs.com/the-health-of-america/reports/americas-opioid-epidemic-and-its-effect-on-the-nations-commercially-insured
9
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Current Events
•

On March 1, Pennsylvania Governor Tom Wolf
announced that Medicaid programs within the state
will remove authorization requirements for
medication-assisted treatment (“MAT”) to allow for
immediate access to opioid addiction treatment.15

•

On March 20, New Jersey Representative Leonard
Lance introduced the bill Eliminating Opioid-Related
Infectious Diseases Act of 2018 in an effort to
combat the rising incidence of infectious diseases
associated with injection drug use, such as HIV and
hepatitis C. The legislation would requires the
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (“CDC”)
to “improve education, surveillance and treatment”
of blood-borne diseases transmitted through
intravenous drug use.16

•

On March 22, Governor Tom Wolf announced that
all synthetic fentanyl-related substances will be
placed under Schedule I in Pennsylvania, following
similar steps by the Drug Enforcement
Administration on December 29, 2017. This action
classifies all synthetic fentanyl-related substances
as illicit, closing a loophole that required different
substances to be classified individually as illegal.17,18

•

On March 22, the Senate unanimously passed the
Supporting Grandparents Raising Grandchildren
Act, which would create a Federal Task Force to
“identify, promote, coordinate, and publicly
disseminate information and resources to help
grandparents or other relatives” who take the
responsibility of raising children as the opioid
epidemic continues to escalate. The bill has been

OPEN MINDS. (2018, March 18). Pennsylvania Governor To Remove Preauthorization Requirement For Some Opioid Addiction Treatment Medications. Retrieved March 29,
2018, from https://www.openminds.com/market-intelligence/news/pennsylvania-governor-to-remove-preauthorization-requirement-for-some-opioid-addiction-treatmentmedications/
16
Ripon Advance News Service. (2018, March 23). Lance introduces bill to counter rise in infectious diseases fueled by opioid epidemic. Retrieved March 31, 2018, from
http://riponadvance.com/stories/lance-introduces-bill-counter-rise-infectious-diseases-fueled-opioid-epidemic/
17
Signorini, R. (2018, March 23). Gov. Wolf makes synthetic fentanyl illegal to help cops fight opioid epidemic. Retrieved April 03, 2018, from
http://triblive.com/local/westmoreland/13456332-74/gov-wolf-makes-synthetic-fentanyl-illegal-to-help-cops-fight-opioid-epidemic
18
Wolf Admin. Takes Step to Help Law Enforcement Combat Fentanyl. (2018, March 22). Retrieved April 03, 2018, from https://www.governor.pa.gov/wolf-administration-takesstep-help-law-enforcement-combat-synthetic-fentanyl/
15
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passed to the U.S. House of Representatives for
consideration.19,20
•

On March 23, President Donald Trump signed into
law the Fiscal Year 2018 Government Funding bill,
allocating $4.6 billion for fighting the national opioid
crisis and curbing impact of opioid addiction
through
prevention,
treatment,
and
21,22
enforcement.

•

New Jersey state legislators are considering a bill
that requires all schools with grades nine through
12 to develop policies for training nurses on
administering naloxone and to keep the medication
in supply. The bill would also provide nurses and
school faculty liability immunity when administering
naloxone to reverse the effects of an opioid
overdose.23

•

Researchers at UMass Medical School have
identified a re-emergence of fungal infections
associated with illicit intravenous drug use in the
United States. An escalation in fungal infections
caused by Candida albicans was first observed in the
1970s through the 1990s in association with
intravenous use of brown heroin. A recent study
analyzing 198 cases of Candida infections occurring
between January 2010 and January 2017 showed
that 24 of the 198, or 12 percent, of the case
population had a history of illicit intravenous drug
use. Infections remain a serious cause of illness and
death for intravenous drug users.24

The Bradford Era. (2018, March 24). Casey bill for grandparents rights in opioid crisis passes Senate. Retrieved March 29, 2018, from http://www.bradfordera.com/news/caseybill-for-grandparents-rights-in-opioid-crisis-passes-senate/article_5a9d0c4c-2f05-11e8-bb06-73eb014368e2.html
20
Congress.gov. (n.d.). S.1091 - 115th Congress (2017-2018): Supporting Grandparents Raising Grandchildren Act. Retrieved March 29, 2018, from
https://www.congress.gov/bill/115th-congress/senate-bill/1091
21
Bereaonline.com. (2018, March 24). McConnell: Kentucky Benefits from Legislation Signed into Law by President Trump. Retrieved March 31, 2018, from
http://www.bereaonline.com/2018/03/mcconnell-kentucky-benefits-from-legislation-signed-into-law-by-president-trump/
22
The New York Times. (2018, March 25). States: Federal Money for Opioid Crisis a Small Step Forward. Retrieved March 31, 2018, from
https://www.nytimes.com/aponline/2018/03/25/us/ap-us-opioid-crisis-funding.html
23
Leonard, N. (2018, March 26). Opioid legislation focused on school, prison populations. Retrieved March 29, 2018, from http://www.pressofatlanticcity.com/news/opioidepidemic-efforts-focus-on-school-prison-populations/article_94fbd7e2-6e3f-5848-9d4f-d0ddd11c4aaa.html
24
Willey, S. (2018, March 20). Fungal Infections Re-Emerge with Surge in Opioid Crisis, Study Shows, Stuart Levitz Documents Increase in Emerging Infectious Diseases Journal.
Retrieved March 27, 2018, from https://www.umassmed.edu/news/news-archives/2018/03/fungal-infections-re-emerge-with-surge-in-opioid-crisis-study-shows/
19
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Mission LISA Partners
with Health In Justice to
Tackle Drug-Induced
Homicide Law and
Policy

Mission LISA is partnering with Health In Justice, a notfor-profit advocacy organization focused on translating
data into policy and action, to address drug-induced
homicide (“DIH”) law and policy nationally. Health In
Justice uses data to align public health and public safety

responses to the national opioid crisis.25 Through deep
web mining and data extraction, Health In Justice and
Mission LISA are building a comprehensive data
ecosystem surrounding news and media coverage of
DIH cases nationwide to support ongoing advocacy
against DIH statutes and in favor of 911 Samaritan Laws
and other legal policies that support public health harm
reduction strategies.
DIH law is the body of state-level statutes that hold
liable any individual engaged in the delivery or
distribution of an illicit substance, when the use of that
substance results in the end user’s death. Currently, 20
states throughout the nation have formal DIH laws,
while an additional 16 states without DIH laws charge
the offense of drug delivery resulting in death under
various felony-murder, depraved heart, or involuntary
or voluntary manslaughter laws.26
DIH laws pose significant challenges and barriers to
combatting the national opioid crisis. Available data
show that more than 50 percent of witnesses to an
overdose incident are reluctant to call 911 for fear of
legal consequences. Thus, DIH laws deter individuals
from seeking the emergency attention overdose

Drug-Induced Homicide. (n.d.). Retrieved April 02, 2018, from https://www.healthinjustice.org/dih/
26 An Overdose Death Is Not Murder: Why Drug-Induced Homicide Laws Are Counterproductive and Inhumane. (n.d.). Retrieved April 02, 2018, from
http://www.drugpolicy.org/resource/DIH
25
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victims need, fueling opioid-induced mortality.
Additionally, there is no evidence to support the longterm efficacy of these laws in reducing illicit opioid
supply.27
The vast majority of DIH defendants are family
members, partners, friends, or close acquaintances of
the victims named in DIH cases. These defendants
often suffer from opioid addiction themselves, dealing
drugs in small quantities as a means of financing their
own drug dependence. Close family and friends are
best positioned to call for life-saving help in the event
of an overdose, but may fail to do so for fear of legal
consequences. Thus, DIH laws risk lives and discourage
the pursuit of life-saving assistance.28
On the other hand, 911 Good Samaritan Laws, which
have been implemented in 32 states across the
country, protect those who report an overdose incident
from legal retribution, encouraging witnesses of an
overdose to seek immediate medical attention without
fear of legal repercussions.29
The Mission LISA Drug-Induced Homicide (“DIH”)
Ecosystem tracks trends in media coverage and

prosecution of DIH cases nationwide. Because these
cases are filed and prosecuted at the state level, it is
difficult to track DIH litigation trends on a national
scale. Mission LISA’s DIH Ecosystem uses deep web
mining and machine learning technology to capture
news and media coverage of DIH cases in real time
from public news and media outlets across the
Internet. Additionally, Mission LISA technology uses
advanced algorithmics to track DIH court filings across
several legal databases. Information is extracted
relevant to each case, including the state and court in
which the case has been filed, the nature of the charge,
plea, and conviction of each case, demographic
information related to defendants and decedents, and
the severity of outcomes across states and statutes.
Ultimately this data will be useful in understanding the
impact of DIH laws and related statutes on the national
crisis. Mission LISA and Health In Justice will use this
data to develop policy recommendations for
replacing DIH laws with Good Samaritan Laws and
other legal provisions that will incentivize seeking
medical assistance in the instance of an overdose and
will protect against unnecessary overdose death.

Ibid.
Ibid.
29
Which States Have 911 Good Samaritan Laws and/or Naloxone Access Laws? (n.d.). Retrieved April 02, 2018, from http://www.drugpolicy.org/resource/which-states-have-911good-samaritan-laws-andor-naloxone-access-laws
27
28
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Epidemic Tracking
Jump In Overdoses Shows Opioid Epidemic
Has Worsened
Recent data show that the fast-moving opioid crisis
continues to escalate across different parts of the
country, in all adult age groups, and in both men and
women. According to a report released by the Centers
for Disease Control and Prevention (“CDC”), emergency
department (“ED”) visits for opioid overdoses increased
by approximately 30 percent from July 2016 through
September 2017. Data show a total of 142,557 ED visits
for opioid-involved overdoses, or 15.7 per 10,000 visits,
across 52 jurisdictions in 45 states within the
period.30,31
Analysis using state- and county-level ED syndromic
and hospital billing data from 16 states shows all five
U.S. regions experienced substantial increases in
prevalence. The regional increases in ED visits were
69.7 percent in the Midwest, 40.3 percent in the West,

21.3 percent in the Northeast, 20.2 percent in the
Southwest, and 14 percent in the Southeast. The
substantial rise in deaths in the Midwest is partly
attributed to the 108.6 percent increase in ED visits for
opioid overdose in Wisconsin. Aside from Wisconsin,
nine other states also experienced significant increases
during the period, including Delaware (105%), Illinois
(65.5%), Indiana (35.1%), Maine (34%), Missouri (21.4%),
Nevada (17.9%), North Carolina (31.1%), Ohio (27.7%),
and Pennsylvania (80.6%). Of the 16 states, only
Kentucky showed a significant decrease in ED visits of
15 percent.32
Significant increases in ED opioid overdose visits
occurred among all urbanization levels during the
period and large central metropolitan areas displayed
the highest, linear increase of 54.1 percent.
Additionally, notable increases in ED visits occurred
within all demographic classifications – 30.2 percent
among males, 24 percent among females, 30.7 percent
among patients aged 25 to 34, 36.3 percent among

Stein, R. (2018, March 6). Jump In Overdoses Shows Opioid Epidemic Has Worsened. Retrieved March 31, 2018, from http://nhpr.org/post/jump-overdoses-shows-opioidepidemic-has-worsened#stream/0
31
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. (2018, March 09). Morbidity and Mortality Weekly Report (MMWR). Retrieved March 31, 2018, from
https://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/volumes/67/wr/mm6709e1.htm
32
Ibid.
30
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patients aged 35 to 54, and 31.9 percent among
patients aged 55 or older.33
CDC Acting Director Anne Schuchat attributed the
geographic variation in increases of opioid overdose ED
visits to the geographic availability of highly potent illicit
opioids, including fentanyl. Supply of such substances
is growing faster in certain areas of the country.
Additionally, due to an unreported group of opioid
overdose victims, who are not treated at the ED, the
recent data could underestimate the increase in opioid
overdoses, which may be much higher. The CDC is
looking for more timely information to track the
epidemic more closely.34

adequately
direct
policymakers
in allocating
appropriate resources across the country and to guide
public health officials in developing effective
prevention and treatment strategies for reducing the
rising incidence of opioid use disorder and opioid
overdose.

Although the opioid crisis hits certain regions and
states harder than others, most regions, age groups,
and gender groups show statistically significant
evidence that the epidemic continues to worsen.35
Future analyses using data indicating the type of
opioids involved in overdoses and the number of
deaths resulting from overdoses can provide further
insight into the current state of the crisis. More timely,
standardized, and relevant data is needed to
Ibid.
Stein, R. (2018, March 6). Jump In Overdoses Shows Opioid Epidemic Has Worsened. Retrieved March 31, 2018, from http://nhpr.org/post/jump-overdoses-shows-opioidepidemic-has-worsened#stream/0
35
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. (2018, March 09). Morbidity and Mortality Weekly Report (MMWR). Retrieved March 31, 2018, from
https://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/volumes/67/wr/mm6709e1.htm
33
34
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Treatment and Policy

resources available in hospital settings as a major
barrier to addressing blood-borne infections among
injection drug users.

Medical Associations Offer Infectious
Disease, Opioid Epidemic
Recommendations

To combat the correlated rise in blood-borne
infections, IDSA and HIVMA advocate for greater
funding “to increase surveillance of injection-related
infections, to expand evidence-based infection
prevention strategies, and build ID and substance use
treatment workforce capacities.” According to both
organizations, healthcare service providers must
implement a more integrated approach to substance
use disorder treatment to adequately address the
impact of infectious diseases and prevent additional
outbreaks.36

The Infectious Diseases Society of America (“IDSA”) and
the HIV Medical Association (“HIVMA”) have issued
policy and research recommendations advocating for
enhanced and integrated treatment of patients
suffering from both substance use disorder as well as
blood-borne infections, including HIV and hepatitis C.
As the opioid crisis intensifies, victims of substance use
disorder are also suffering from an uptick in the
incidence of blood-borne illness. Infectious disease
(“ID”) and HIV clinicians report that 25 to 50 percent of
inpatient consultations are related to infections caused
by injection drug use. In 2016, 220 counties were
flagged by the Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention (“CDC”) as at-risk for serious HIV and
hepatitis C outbreaks. In their recent policy
recommendation, the IDSA, in partnership with the
HIVMA, points to the lack of addiction care and

New Drug May Curb U.S. Opioid Crisis,
Doctors Say
A new drug called Exparel is showing promise in
reducing the number of opioid prescriptions at Omaha
Oral Surgery, located in Omaha, Nebraska. Dr. Chase
Pruitt’s team at Omaha Oral Surgery decreased their
annual narcotic prescriptions by 95 percent, from
prescribing 30,000 opioids per year to as low as 1,500.

Medical associations offer infectious disease, opioid epidemic recommendations. (2018, March
26).
https://homelandprepnews.com/stories/27502-medical-associations-offer-infectious-disease-opioid-epidemic-recommendations/
36
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Dr. Pruitt believes that these results are better than
expected, thanks to Exparel.37
Exparel is a long-acting local anesthetic medicine that is
injected around the surgical site and lasts
approximately three days. Exparel starts controlling
pain during a procedure, directly at the surgical site,
unlike opioids which affect the entire body. In clinical
trials, patients who received Exparel did not need to
take as many opioids and went a longer time before
opioids were needed. Exparel is advertised to provide
relief in many kinds of surgeries, such as general
surgery, including hernia and weight loss, orthopedic
surgery, oral surgery, such as wisdom teeth removal,
and ob-gyn/breast surgery, such as hysterectomy and
Cesarean section. The most common side effects are
nausea, constipation, and vomiting.38
Many people addicted to opioids are first introduced to
opioids through a prescription following a minor
surgery or procedure. Oral surgeons are the top
prescribers of opioids nationally. Dr. Pruitt believes that

within the next five to 10 years, new drugs like Exparel
could replace opioids entirely for certain procedures.39

Medicaid Is Essential To Addressing Opioid
Epidemic
In last month’s report, we discussed the debate related
to the relationship between the expansion of Medicaid
under the Affordable Care Act (“ACA”) and the national
opioid crisis. A recent report by Manatt Health reveals
four insights, supporting that “Medicaid provides
essential funding and health coverage for addiction
services” and has not contributed to the intensification
of the opioid epidemic. Research conducted by Manatt
Health assessed state and federal data on Medicaid
spending for opioid addiction treatment services in
states where the opioid epidemic has been particularly
severe as well as data on federal addiction treatment
spending and national opioid overdose rates.

Granese, D. (2018, February 24). Breaking the opioid addiction before it begins. Retrieved April 03, 2018, from http://www.wowt.com/content/news/Breaking-the-opioidaddiction-before-it-begins-475052063.html
38
“Pacira Pharmaceuticals, Inc. (n.d.). The Long-Lasting Opioid Alternative to Postsurgical Pain Relief. Retrieved April 03, 2018, from https://www.exparel.com//patient/exparelopioid-free
39
Granese, D. (2018, February 24). Breaking the opioid addiction before it begins. Retrieved April 03, 2018, from http://www.wowt.com/content/news/Breaking-the-opioidaddiction-before-it-begins-475052063.html
37
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Manatt Health reports that, over the last five years,
Medicaid spending on medication-assisted treatment
(“MAT”) for opioid addiction increased two-fold. The
highest spending growth rates were seen in states with
Medicaid expansion. Moreover, Medicaid paid for 24
percent of all buprenorphine prescriptions across the
nation and 50 percent within the state of Ohio in 2016.
The report also highlights Medicaid dedicated a
significantly higher amount of funding than other
federal funds have allocated for opioid addiction
treatment, including services related to prevention and
recovery. Prior to Medicaid expansion under the ACA,
Medicaid provided a total of $9.4 million for
beneficiaries with opioid addiction in 2013.
Furthermore, opioid addiction treatment spending in
2017 provided by Medicaid was 12 times high than
funding from non-Medicaid federal grants in Ohio, 10
times higher in West Virginia, and six times higher in
New Hampshire. Manatt Health Managing Director
Patricia Boozang said, out of the numerous programs
the federal government can use, Medicaid is the most
impactful method for responding to the opioid crisis.
She added, “Medicaid is providing access to prevention,
treatment and recovery services for those suffering

from opioid addiction, as well as comprehensive
coverage for the full array of physical and behavioral
health services that helps increase people's odds of
long-term recovery."
Lastly, the Manatt Health report refutes some
Republicans’ suggestion that expanding Medicaid
played a role in worsening the opioid epidemic by
increasing accessibility to opioid medication. The report
claims that the increase in fatal overdoses from
fentanyl, not opioid prescriptions distributed through
Medicaid, likely contributed to the rise in opioid
overdoses seen in states with Medicaid expansion.40
Evidence shows that Medicaid expansion under the
ACA is not responsible for intensifying the opioid crisis.
In fact, Medicaid plays a critical role in providing
funding and comprehensive health coverage for those
impacted by opioid addiction and is foundational in
fighting the opioid epidemic.

The Role of the Recovery Coach in
Supporting Patients with Addiction
Over the last year, we have witnessed an uptick in news
and media alerts surrounding the opioid crisis related

Zimmerman, B. (2018, March 19). Medicaid essential to addressing opioid epidemic: 4 report insights.
https://www.beckershospitalreview.com/opioids/medicaid-essential-to-addressing-opioid-epidemic-4-report-insights.html
40
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to the use of recovery coaching services to support
ongoing addiction prevention and treatment efforts.
Recovery coaches play an important role in communitybased care and treatment for those suffering from
opioid use disorder. Below is a brief description of the
role recovery coaches play in supporting patients with
substance addiction.
Recovery coaches, also known as peer navigators, are
individuals, typically recovering from opioid addiction
themselves, who provide overdose and addiction
patients with information and support to connect with
local recovery options and treatment resources. In her
article on recovery coaching throughout New England,
Felice J. Freyer describes recovery coaches as, “Peers
able to guide and mentor, encouraging people to enter
treatment or helping them keep on track in recovery.”41
For patients who are not interested in receiving
addiction treatment, peer navigators offer advice on
how to take drugs more safely to avoid overdose and

blood-borne illnesses.42 Hospitals, treatment centers,
municipalities, and courts rely on recovery coaches to
provide information and support to those in need of
information and assistance beyond emergency care.43
Recovery coaches follow up with a patient for up to 90
days after initial contact, typically calling the patient
once a week, to ensure he or she continues to progress
with treatment.44 Thus, they play an important role in
connecting victims of opioid addiction to local
resources and providing support beyond in-patient
attention provided in an Emergency Department or
healthcare facility. That being said, recovery coaches
cannot treat addiction and are not a replacement for a
physician.45
While several states have developed programs for
certifying recovery coaches, there is no national
standard or certification for recovery coaching.
Governor Charlie Baker of Massachusetts is leading the
charge to develop a standardized accreditation

Freyer, F. (2017, November 28). Questions arise over profession spawned by opioid crisis: Recovery coaches - The Boston Globe. Retrieved March 20, 2018, from
https://www.bostonglobe.com/metro/2017/11/28/questions-arise-over-profession-spawned-opioid-crisis-recovery-coaches/eZHhpDq6WYNppqcuaCQNeI/story.html
42
States turn to recovery coaches to curb opioid epidemic. (2017, June 05). Retrieved March 20, 2018, from https://www.fiercehealthcare.com/population-health/states-turn-torecovery-coaches-to-curb-opioid-epidemic
43
Freyer, F. (2017, November 28). Questions arise over profession spawned by opioid crisis: Recovery coaches - The Boston Globe. Retrieved March 20, 2018, from
https://www.bostonglobe.com/metro/2017/11/28/questions-arise-over-profession-spawned-opioid-crisis-recovery-coaches/eZHhpDq6WYNppqcuaCQNeI/story.html
44
States turn to recovery coaches to curb opioid epidemic. (2017, June 05). Retrieved March 20, 2018, from https://www.fiercehealthcare.com/population-health/states-turn-torecovery-coaches-to-curb-opioid-epidemic
45
Freyer, F. (2017, November 28). Questions arise over profession spawned by opioid crisis: Recovery coaches - The Boston Globe. Retrieved March 20, 2018, from
https://www.bostonglobe.com/metro/2017/11/28/questions-arise-over-profession-spawned-opioid-crisis-recovery-coaches/eZHhpDq6WYNppqcuaCQNeI/story.html
41

© 2018 Lumina Analytics, LLC. No claim to original U.S. Government Works or cited materials.

17

process. Insurance does not currently cover recovery
coaching services. Standardized accreditation could be
a pivotal step in obtaining insurance coverage for peer
navigators. While data is limited, a few studies
demonstrate that peer recovery services “make a
positive contribution to substance use outcomes,”
including longer terms of sobriety and fewer patient
admissions to hospitals or addiction treatment centers
for those who have received recovery coaching.46 As
additional states and municipalities implement
recovery
coaching
programs
and
initiatives,
stakeholders engaged in combatting the crisis will be
able to assess for overall impact and determine how
best to allocate funding and resources for continued
development of distributed healthcare models
involving recovery coaches in the fight against national
opioid addiction.

Medical schools respond to the opioid
epidemic
As the opioid epidemic escalates, many medical schools
are incorporating new pain medication training into
their curricula in an effort to help develop appropriate
practice habits before prospective physicians begin
prescribing. Until recent years, medical students
received little or no training in addiction medicine in
school.47 In response to a call from the White House in
2016 to expand medical school curricula following the
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (“CDC”)
guidelines on opioid prescription, many medical
schools and pharmacy schools have expressed
commitment to developing opioid-related education
and training. “Deans of medical and pharmacy schools
across the country pledged to incorporate the CDC’s
guideline on pain management into their curricula,”
Associate Professor of Clinical Sciences at Keck
Graduate Institute School of Pharmacy Talia Puzantian
says.48
Four medical schools in Massachusetts, where fatal
overdose rates more than doubled from 2012 to 2015,
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worked with the state health and the state medical
society in developing 10 “Core Competencies for the
Prevention and Management of Prescription Drug
Misuse.” The core competencies ensure that medical
students have the ability to “evaluate pain, addiction
risk, and pharmacologic and nonpharmacologic
options for pain management; recognize prescription
drug misuse; develop patient-centered addiction
treatment plans; identify a case of opioid overdose; and
correctly use naloxone rescue therapy.” To bring
awareness to potential practitioner bias and social
stigma against addicted patients, the training will
require students to identify “substance abuse disorders
within a chronic disease framework.”
Medical schools in Massachusetts are incorporating the
competencies into their curricula. For instance, the
University of Massachusetts included relevant case
work in its fourth-year final exams and integrated an
“Opioid Conscious Curriculum.” Tufts University School
of Medicine is training its first-year students in
examining chronic pain cases and requiring third-year
students to interview patients suffering from chronic

pain and showing risk factors for pain medication
misuse.49
Additionally, Keck Graduate Institute School of
Pharmacy’s four-year PharmD program also integrated
the CDC’s guidelines into its curriculum. “We also teach
students about the risks and benefits of prescribing
opioids and about opioid use disorder—including
addiction risk factors,” Puzantian says. The program’s
therapeutics module on pain control also trains
students in recognizing patients with opioid use
disorder, treating with or referring patients to
medication-assisted
treatment
(“MAT”),
using
prescription drug monitoring programs, using urine
toxicology screens to identify substance misuse,
monitoring patients’ medication and substance use,
assessing patients’ need for naloxone, and assessing
benefits and risks of prescribing opioids for patients.50
Rutgers New Jersey Medical School has also updated its
curriculum to address the opioid epidemic. The school
will become the first in the U.S. to provide graduating
students with the federal certification required to
prescribe buprenorphine, naloxone, and other
medications for opioid addiction. Its first class of 185
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fully trained students will graduate next spring.51 Given
the scope of the opioid epidemic, more medical schools
should adjust existing curricula or implement new
curricula to train students in properly prescribing and
managing pain medication. More medical programs
should include the eight-hour training and certification
process for prescribing MAT medications to help
increase the number of prescribers across the nation.
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BayMark Buys Windsor Addiction Treatment
Centres
Texas-based BayMark Health Services has acquired
Canadian Addiction Treatment Centres, a company
with two opioid addiction treatment facilities in
Windsor. BayMark’s purchase consists of 72 opioid
treatment centers, 19 pharmacies, and one residential
treatment center in Ontario. Following the purchase,
BayMark will become the largest provider of opioid
addiction treatment in North America with 167
locations in the United States and Canada. David White,
Chief Executive of BayMark, said that Canadian
Addiction Treatment Centres and BayMark have grown
alike in their particular markets by providing evidencebased, individualized treatment to address the
overwhelming need created by the opioid crisis.

U.S. Sen. Cassidy introduces two bills addressing
opioid epidemic
The United States Senator, Bill Cassidy, M.D., a member
of the Senate Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions
Committee (“HELP”), introduced two different pieces of
legislation aimed at curbing the growing opioid
epidemic, the Protection from Overprescribing Act and
the Comprehensive Addiction and Recovery Act
(“CARA”) 2.0. The Protection from Overprescribing Act
provides authorities with prescription drug monitoring
information to identify and prevent opioid overprescription. The bipartisan legislation, CARA 2.0,
increases funding authorization levels for CARA
programs enacted in 2016 and puts in place additional
reforms to combat the opioid epidemic. CARA,
originally passed in 2016 with bipartisan support, was
designed to ensure that federal resources are devoted
to evidence-based education, treatment, and recovery
programs.
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Manchin Introduces Bill to Empower the DEA to
Properly and Aggressively Fight the Opioid
Epidemic
U.S. Senator Joe Manchin (D-WV) introduced a bill to
empower the Drug Enforcement Administration (DEA)
to go after pharmaceutical companies that are violating
the law and flooding communities with opioids. Senator
Manchin said the DEA should be strong and have
authority in preventing pharmaceutical companies
from flooding the market with opioids to properly and
aggressively fight the opioid epidemic. He added that
the bill will ensure the DEA regains legal authority that
was wrongly stripped from the administration in 2016.
This bill amends the “substantial likelihood” standard to
a “probable cause” standard. It also strikes provisions
that slow down the DEA’s ability to suspend suspicious
opioid orders. Amending the Ensuring Patient Access
and Effective Drug Enforcement Act will restore the
DEA’s authority to go after wrongful parties and reduce
unnecessary bureaucracy.

MANCHIN INTRODUCES BILL TO EMPOWER THE DEA
TO PROPERLY AND AGGRESSIVELY FIGHT THE OPIOID
EPIDEMIC. (2018, March 5). Retrieved from
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Michigan opioid crisis contributes to increased
organ donors
According to reports from Gift of Life Michigan, the
state’s federally designated organ and tissue recovery
program, Michigan had 320 donors last year, which is a
26 percent increase from the 254 donors in 2014.
Organs from opioid overdose victims helped fuel an
increase in organ donations in Michigan last year. More
than 50 of last year’s donors died from drug overdose,
which is an increase from 20 in 2014. Overdose victims
are often younger than typical donors and can have
healthy organs despite their addictions.
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donors.
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NY to Host Largest Worldwide Gathering of Policy
Makers and Opioid Addiction Treatment Experts to
Present Updated Information in Response to Opioid
Use Epidemic in the US
The American Association for the Treatment of Opioid
Dependence (AATOD) is holding its major conference in
New York City at the Marriot Marquis Hotel, from March
10 through March 14, 2018. The five-day conference
features over 200 municipal, state, national, and
international presentations, concentrating on cutting-
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edge policy and new clinical findings relevant to opioid
use disorder (“OUD”) and OUD treatment. More than
1,800 treatment providers and opioid addiction policy
officials from every state in the country will attend to
create solutions for opioid addiction in the United
States. The New York State Office of Alcoholism and
Substance Abuse Services (OASAS), the Coalition of
Medication-Assisted
Treatment
Providers,
and
Advocates of New York State (COMPA) are hosting the
2018 AATOD meeting, "Advancing & Integrating
Specialized Addiction Treatment & Recovery.” AATOD
2018 is one of the most respected and content-rich
conferences in the United States.

NY to Host Largest Worldwide Gathering of Policy
Makers and Opioid Addiction Treatment Experts to
Present Updated Information in Response to Opioid
Use Epidemic in the US. (2018, March 5). Retrieved from
http://www.prweb.com/releases/2018/03/prweb15270
765
Overshadowed by the Opioid Crisis: A Comeback by
Cocaine
Opioids are not the only substance contributing to
America’s drug problem. Cocaine is the number two
killer among illicit drug users in the United States and
kills more African-Americans than heroin. Researchers
from the National Cancer Institute and the National
© 2018 Lumina Analytics, LLC. No claim to original U.S. Government Works or cited materials.

Institute on Drug Abuse found that drug-related deaths
have grown across all racial groups and among both
men and women. The analysis found that, between
1999 and 2015, drug overdose deaths of Americans
between 20 and 64 years old increased 5.5 percent per
year. A recent study published in The Archives of
Internal Medicine found that, between 2012 and 2015,
deaths of men from heroin exceeded those from any
other type of opioid, such as opioid medications.
Additionally, deaths related to opioid medications were
most prevalent among women. However, among nonHispanic black Americans, cocaine has been a greater
problem than heroin for nearly 20 years. From 2012 to
2015, cocaine overdoses claimed 7.6 per 100,000 black
men, while heroin overdoses claimed only 5.45 per
100,000 black men. Black women use both drugs at
lower rates than men, but cocaine overdoses exceed
those from heroin among black women as well.

Frakt, Austin. (2018, March 5). Overshadowed by the
Opioid Crisis: A Comeback by Cocaine. Retrieved from
https://www.nytimes.com/2018/03/05/upshot/oversha
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Brooklyn DA Announces New Approach To Fight
Opioid Epidemic
District Attorney Eric Gonzalez of Brooklyn, New York,
announced Brooklyn C.L.E.A.R., short for Collaborative
Legal Engagement Assistance, which is a program for
those arrested with small amounts of narcotics to
choose treatment and avoid criminal charges. An
eligible person will be given a seven-day window to be
assessed by a peer recovery coach. Further action in
the case will be postponed for 30 days. Attorney
Gonzalez said that his office will decline to prosecute
the case if participants are actively undergoing
treatment. Based on last year’s arrest numbers, the DA
said that over 700 people will be eligible for CLEAR.

Gonzalez, Eric. (2018, March 6). Brooklyn DA Announces
New Approach To Fight Opioid Epidemic. Retrieved
from
http://newyork.cbslocal.com/2018/03/06/brooklyn-dafights-opioid-epidemic/
Express Scripts Awarded National Recognition For
Fighting The Opioid Epidemic
Express Scripts in Illinois has been awarded the
Pharmacy Benefit Management Institute's (PBMI)
Excellence Award in the Opioid Management Strategy
Category. The award recognizes the innovative ways
Express Scripts helps sponsors fight the serious
© 2018 Lumina Analytics, LLC. No claim to original U.S. Government Works or cited materials.

dangers of opioid abuse. Snezana Mahon, PharmD,
Vice President of Product Development, said that
PBMI's recognition of their mission-driven work is
validation of their ability to make a real difference in
getting patients on a track toward safer use of opioid
medication. Mahon added that through Advanced
Opioid Management, they are working together with
clients to protect their members and their families.

Express Scripts Awarded National Recognition For
Fighting The Opioid Epidemic. (2018, March 6).
Retrieved
from
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Jump In Overdoses Shows Opioid Epidemic Has
Worsened
According to a report released recently by the Centers
for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), opioid
overdoses increased by about 30 percent in just one
year. The increase is seen in hospital emergency room
visits across the country between the third quarter of
2016 and the third quarter of 2017. The report shows
that some parts of the country experienced far greater
increases, while a few reported declines. The Acting
Director of the CDC Anne Schuchat, said the fastmoving opioid overdose epidemic continues and is
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accelerating. Analysis was based on about 91 million
emergency room visits that occurred between July 2016
and September 2017, including 142,557 visits that are
found to be suspected opioid overdoses. Schuchat said
that the latest analysis is an effort by the CDC to track
the opioid epidemic more closely.

Stein, Rob. (2018, March 6). Jump In Overdoses Shows
Opioid Epidemic Has Worsened. Retrieved from
http://nhpr.org/post/jump-overdoses-shows-opioidepidemic-has-worsened#stream/0
Minot receives $200K grant to fight opioid epidemic
Minot, North Dakota has been awarded more than
$200,000 to fight the city’s opioid epidemic and to make
a regional hub for treatment and family services. Mayor
Chuck Barney said the grant money will help organize
and obtain data and identify programs that will help
fight the epidemic. The Bush Foundation grant will
assist in implementing an action plan based on a report
drafted by the mayor's Committee on Addiction. The
grant money will be used to compile Minot-specific
data, conduct a comprehensive needs analysis, identify
gaps in services, increase community awareness of
opioid addiction, and create a hub for treatment. Mayor
Barney said the city will work with the North Dakota
Health Department to create a statewide policy for
disposing over-the-counter and prescription drugs.
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Opioid Epidemic Worsens In US With Overdoses In
ERs Up 30 Percent Last Year
Emergency rooms in the country saw an increase in the
number of opioid overdoses last year, according to a
recent report from the Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention (CDC). There was a 30 percent increase in
the number of overdoses between July 2016 and
September 2017. For the Midwest, this increase is as
high as 70 percent. About 40 percent of all opioid
overdose deaths in the country involve a prescription
opioid. The CDC’s analysis is based on two sets of data,
one includes 91 million emergency room visits across
45 states and the other includes 45 million emergency
visits across 16 states. The report, however, stated a
slight decrease in opioid overdoses in Massachusetts,
New Hampshire, Rhode Island, and West Virginia.
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Opioid epidemic: DOJ will share prescription
painkiller data for lawsuit talks
The U.S. Department of Justice has agreed to share data
on prescription painkiller sales to help in the settlement
talks between local governments and drug companies
in hundreds of lawsuits over the opioid epidemic. The
department has agreed to the release on the condition
that the judge require the data not be publicly
circulated and be returned or destroyed when the
litigation is over. The information will include a year-byyear, state-by-state breakdown of companies that
made and distributed most of the opioids in each state
between 2006 and 2014. It will also include the number
of pills that were sold annually in each state and each
drug company’s market share. The federal judge who
oversees the settlement talks has said that the
information could help track where each company's
pills were distributed.

Opioid epidemic: DOJ will share prescription painkiller
data for lawsuit talks. (2018, March 6). Retrieved from
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Bid to increase spending on opioid epidemic fails in
Florida Senate
Lawmakers’ plan for a last-minute bid to increase
funding to $53.5 million towards Florida’s opioid
problem failed in the Senate. Sen. Darryl Rouson
withdrew his proposal to add $25 million toward the
effort after Rules Chairwoman Lizbeth Benacquisto, RFort Myers, stated that there was not sufficient cash in
this year’s budget. Republican Attorney General Pam
Bondi said the opioid crisis is killing 16 Floridians each
day. The new legislation CS/HB 21, which returned to
the House for final approval, limits initial opioid
prescriptions to three days and mirrors what Gov. Rick
Scott proposed last fall after signing an executive order
in May, labeling opioid misuse as a public health
emergency. Manatee, Palm Beach, Duval, Bay, and
Volusia counties are those hardest hit by the crisis.

Kennedy, John. (2018, March 7). Bid to increase
spending on opioid epidemic fails in Florida Senate.
Retrieved
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Ousted White House drug-policy aide joins HUD
Taylor Weyeneth, former liaison of President Donald
Trump to the Office of National Drug Control Policy has
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joined the Department of Housing and Urban
Development. Weyeneth will serve as a mid-level
official in the office of Community Planning and
Development and will focus on opioid policy.

Woellert, Lorraine. (2018, March 7). Ousted White
House drug-policy aide joins HUD. Retrieved from
https://www.politico.com/story/2018/03/07/ousteddrug-policy-aide-445258
Southaven promotes awareness of opioid epidemic
Southaven, the third largest city in Mississippi, joined
the nation in the observance of the Black Balloon Day,
a new activity that began after a father of four died
from drug addiction in 2015. In 2016, 63,600 legal drug
overdoses were reported and more than 42,000 deaths
were related to prescription opioids and illicit opioids
such as heroin and fentanyl. The Black Balloon Day has
now gained both national and international attention.
According to Mayor Darren Musselwhite, support for
addiction awareness reached Southaven as the city
observed an overwhelming and terrifying increase in
the number of overdose deaths. DeSoto County in
Mississippi has the highest number of opioid and
heroin-related deaths in the state. The county has
increased availability of Narcan and has its Sheriff’s
Department deputies on patrol. Musselwhite hopes
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that the simple act of black balloons can make
residents aware of the drug problem.

Bakken, Bob. (2018, March 7). Southaven promotes
awareness of opioid epidemic. Retrieved from
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The Opioid Crisis Has Led to a Spike in the White
Incarceration Rate
A recent study by Vera Institute suggests a shift in
geographical and racial dynamics of jails over the past
two decades. The white population in jails has
increased over the last two decades and the black
population in jails has steadily decreased. The increase
among whites involved in the criminal justice system is
attributed to the opioid epidemic. Blacks are still jailed
approximately 3.6 times more than whites. However,
the increase in whites in jails clustered in once-stable
small towns is remarkable. The trend is worsened by a
lack of non-criminal justice alternatives for dealing with
opioid addiction issues, particularly joblessness, lack of
adequate treatment programs, a climate of systematic
social alienation, and instability plaguing blue-collar
communities. The study shows that while the reason
people are jailed might differ for blacks and whites,
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inequality issues and lack of social support that keep
people imprisoned are worldwide and cut across racial
lines.

Chen, Michelle. (2018, March 7). The Opioid Crisis Has
Led to a Spike in the White Incarceration Rate.
Retrieved from https://www.thenation.com/article/theopioid-crisis-has-led-to-a-spike-in-the-whiteincarceration-rate/
Bills to stop opioid epidemic progress
Three bills sponsored by Republican Rep. Steve Eliason
from Sandy, Utah, to prevent drug addiction and aid in
addiction recovery are progressing through the
Legislature. Bills HB399 and HB400 address the rising
issue of opioid addiction in the state. If passed, HB399
will mandate pharmacies label opioid prescription
bottles and require pamphlets to be made available to
patients with information showing risks, alternatives,
and resources for help with addiction. HB400 will
mandate that physicians prescribing opioids discuss
potential risks with patients. The third legislation,
HB435, aims to provide dental benefits through
Medicaid to the homeless and drug addicts. The goal is
to reduce homelessness and help maintain abstinence
from drug use. This bill, which has been passed, will not
add any additional cost to Medicaid as the University of
Utah has agreed to match the state 100 percent.
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Gov. Hogan Discusses Opioid Epidemic While
Testifying On Capitol Hill
Maryland Gov. Larry Hogan was at Capitol Hill to
discuss the opioid crisis across the nation. The
President and several leaders, including Gov. Hogan,
hope to move forward with various bills to fight the
opioid epidemic in the country. In Maryland,
pharmacies can dispense naloxone, a drug that stops
an opioid overdose. The state also has opioid command
centers to coordinate state and federal responses to
the crisis. The White House budget is requesting more
than $3 billion in new funding this fiscal year to battle
the opioid crisis. President Trump has also promised
implementing new measures to tackle the opioid crisis.

Kartalija, Jessica. (2018, March 8). Gov. Hogan Discusses
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Missouri medical school fights opioid crisis with
training
The University of Missouri’s Medical School is working
to ensure students are trained to be responsible
doctors. According to Lucas Buffaloe, an assistant
professor of clinical family and community medicine at
the MU School of Medicine, the new training involves
ensuring doctors prescribe responsibly and that all
students receive a formal education on how to properly
prescribe opioids and watch for signs of addiction. This
new training module stems from the rise in opioid
related deaths. The only previous training that medical
students received in opioid prescription came from
watching other doctors.
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Florida Legislature passes bill to combat opioid
epidemic
Florida will implement prescription limits on opioids
and raise funding for treatment through a bill passed
by the state Legislature recently. Gov. Rick Scott is
prioritizing legislation to fight the state’s opioid crisis
that claims the lives of at least 16 residents a day.
According to a 2017 report by the Florida Department
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of Law Enforcement, opioids were either the cause of
death or were present in the decedent’s system in 5,725
cases in 2016. The new legislation requires that most
initial prescriptions be limited to three days for
Schedule II painkillers like Fentanyl and Oxycontin.
Doctors can, however, prescribe up to seven days for
acute pain. No medication limits are placed for trauma
cases, cancer, chronic pain, and terminal illnesses.
Florida will be the 25th state to pass legislation that
imposes restrictions on opioid prescriptions since
2016. The bill also calls for $53.5 million in federal and
state grant funding for addiction treatment programs.

Reedy, Joe. (2018, March 9). Florida Legislature passes
bill to combat opioid epidemic. Retrieved from
https://www.seattletimes.com/nation-world/floridalegislature-passes-bill-to-combat-opioid-epidemic/
Hospital Dealing with Opioid Crisis
According to Bellin Health Emergency Medicine’s Dr.
Paul Casey, the hospital in Green Bay, Wisconsin sees
at least one patient with an opioid-related issue every
day. The Centers for Disease Control say Wisconsin has
witnessed a 109 percent increase in the number of
emergency room visits for opioid overdoses from July
2016 to September 2017. Bellin Health Emergency
Medicine, in January, started offering recovery coaches
for opioid overdose patients. According to Mandy
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Suthers, one of the coaches, their main goal is to find
out how a person is feeling and their thoughts on
getting sober.
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Opioid addiction help, more medical and dental
care coming to rural Perry County
Hamilton Health Center based in Harrisburg,
Pennsylvania, is planning to open a satellite center near
Newport in Perry County, Pennsylvania, in May 2018. It
will serve an area where most people have long lacked
access to dental and medical care. The center will also
provide access to medications for opioid addiction and
case managers to help them in recovery. The new
center will be staffed with a physician and a nurse
practitioner. The site will also provide dental care by
fall. Addiction services are an extension of those
offered by one of Pennsylvania's 45 "Centers for
Excellence."

Wenner, David. (2018, March 9). Opioid addiction help,
more medical and dental care coming to rural Perry
County.
Retrieved
from
http://www.pennlive.com/news/2018/03/opioid_addict
ion_help_more_med.html
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Rep. Davis Introduces Legislation To Fight Opioid
Epidemic
U.S. Rep. Rodney Davis from Illinois is joining the fight
against the opioid epidemic with help from
Bloomington-Normal police. Davis announced new
legislation that will help curb opioid misuse. The Opioid
Prescription Verification Act (H.R. 5219) will help law
enforcement slow down the movement of opioids into
illegal markets by mandating that pharmacists check
for an ID when someone picks up an opioid
prescription. Pharmacists will also be required to enter
the information of the person into the prescription
drug monitoring program of the state. The bill is a result
of a meeting between Davis and the Normal Police
Department, organized by Normal Town Council
member Jeff Fritzen. The Centers for Disease Control
released a report recently that suggests the opioid
crisis is worsening in the Midwest. McLean County in
Illinois saw a 70 percent increase in hospitalizations
due to opioid overdose from 2016. The state recorded
a 66 percent increase since 2016.

De La Hoya, Dania. (2018, March 9). Rep. Davis
Introduces Legislation To Fight Opioid Epidemic.
Retrieved
from
http://wglt.org/post/rep-davisintroduces-legislation-fight-opioid-epidemic#stream/0
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SALEM: U.S. Senate on Opioid Epidemic
Gov. Kate Brown of Salem, Oregon, testified before the
U.S. Senate Committee on Health, Education, Labor,
and Pensions to share information at the state level on
the opioid crisis and to provide recommendations
regarding how to address the crisis at the federal level.
Gov. Brown delivered her speech, sharing a personal
experience with drug misuse in her family. She also
highlighted the need to improve data sharing between
federal to state agencies. She also urged the federal
government to stop the punitive approach to addiction
in favor of prevention, treatment, and recovery.

SALEM: U.S. Senate on Opioid Epidemic. (2018, March
9).
Retrieved
from
http://www.myeasternoregon.com/2018/03/09/salemu-s-senate-on-opioid-epidemic/
Tribal Lands To Get Funding Boost To Curb Opioid
Crisis
American Indians and Native Alaskans across the
country are dying from unintentional drug poisoning at
twice the rate of the overall population. A new state
program in California is hoping to solve the problem
with addiction therapy. The program is built around
medication-assisted treatment. In 2017, California
received $90 million in federal funding to reduce
opioid-related addiction and overdose deaths.
© 2018 Lumina Analytics, LLC. No claim to original U.S. Government Works or cited materials.

According to Melissa Eidman with the California
Consortium for Urban Indian Health, the high death
rates have to do with both historic and modern
traumas which include over-prescription of opioids in
tribal communities and on reservations. The state
project also involves creating a family and youth
services hub in Humboldt County, California that offers
treatment for opioid addiction as well as prevention of
suicide, intensive case management, and other
resources for American Indian youth and their families.
The new state project starts with a tribal-needs
assessment, led by the University of California, Los
Angeles, to identify gaps in treatment and recovery
services.

Caiola, Sammy. (2018, March 9). Tribal Lands To Get
Funding Boost To Curb Opioid Crisis. Retrieved from
http://www.capradio.org/articles/2018/03/09/triballands-to-get-funding-boost-to-curb-opioid-crisis/
RI’s opioid crisis, addiction focus of community
forum
AdCare Medical Director Dr. Michael Coburn led a
detailed presentation focusing on opioid risks,
treatment, and recovery during the Community Night
in North Kingstown, Rhode Island. According to
Executive Director Tara Bogs, AdCare is trying to hold
Community Night once a month, or more frequently if
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public demand is high. Counselors Sarah Horgan and
Kyle Fisk helped organize the event. In his presentation,
Dr. Coburn said an alarming 60,000 Americans died of
an opioid overdose last year. Many of the deaths were
a result of drugs like heroin laced with fentanyl, a cheap
synthetic opiate. Rhode Island ranks fifth in the country
in per capita opioid deaths. Dr. Coburn’s discussion also
touched the issue of social stigmas attached to
addiction, and he said that addiction should not be
addressed as a moral failing. He also discussed what
families can do to aid in one's recovery.

Marrocco, Jacob. (2018, March 10). RI’s opioid crisis,
addiction focus of community forum. Retrieved from
http://www.independentri.com/independents/ind/nort
h_kingstown/article_0ee99fad-cb21-5e5f-8fe77f17f4609462.html
Chicago announces new funding to battle opioid
crisis
Chicago Mayor Rahm Emanuel’s office announced that
the city of Chicago, Illinois, is spending an additional
$225,000 to battle the opioid epidemic. The money will
be spent on a new partnership between the city’s health
department and the Chicago Recovery Alliance to
expand community interventions and opioid addiction
treatment on the city’s south and west sides. The
alliance is partnering with groups to hire and train
© 2018 Lumina Analytics, LLC. No claim to original U.S. Government Works or cited materials.

people who have experienced opioid addiction to work
as peer health workers. The workers will distribute the
opioid antidote naloxone, provide educational
material, and help people find treatment.

Chicago announces new funding to battle opioid crisis.
(2018,
March
11).
Retrieved
from
https://www.seattletimes.com/nation-world/chicagoannounces-new-funding-to-battle-opioid-crisis/
Missouri lawmakers address state’s opioid crisis
In the state of Missouri, Representative Jay Barnes of
Jefferson City sponsored House Bill 1618 to create a
take-back program in the state. The legislature will
allow drop-off boxes for un-used prescriptions at
pharmacies approved by the Drug Enforcement
Agency. Currently, there is no easy and safe way to
dispose of drugs. Barnes said that his law will help take
opioids off the streets, making them unavailable to
people who would misuse them. The House voted 1474 in favor of the proposal. The bill is now headed to the
Senate.

Corr, Justin. (2018, March 11). Missouri lawmakers
address state's opioid crisis. Retrieved from
http://www.ky3.com/content/news/Missourilawmakers-address-states-opioid-crisis476502513.html
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NY museum protesters target family for role in
opioid crisis
Activists staged their protest with pill bottles and
pamphlets in the Sackler Wing of the Metropolitan
Museum of Art, New York, to highlight the museum
donor’s role in the opioid crisis. The donors Arthur,
Mortimer, and Raymond Sackler owned Purdue
Pharma, the company that developed a highly addictive
pain-killing drug OxyContin. The protesters filled a
reflecting pool with pill bottles and handed out mock
museum maps. The mock maps said that the Sacklers
advertised and distributed their medication knowing all
the dangers. The protesters also said that the family
built their empire like every other drug dealer by
exploiting the physical and emotional pain of people.
The protest urged museums and cultural institutions to
reject money from the Sacklers and demanded the
family fund addiction treatment. The pamphlet
intended to hold the Sacklers accountable and put
social and political pressure on them to respond to the
opioid crisis. Photographer Nan Goldin, who led the
protest, started a group called Prescription Addiction
Intervention Now (“P.A.I.N.”) to pressure the Sackler
family.

Raymond, Jonathan. (2018, March 11). NY museum
protesters target family for role in opioid crisis.
Retrieved
from
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Opioid addiction treatment coming to Burlington
Alcohol and Drug Dependency Services (“ADDS”) of
Southeast Iowa will expand its services this spring. The
services include counseling, free naloxone training, and
a medication-assisted treatment (“MAT”) clinic. An
$80,000 grant was awarded to ADDS as part of a $5.5
million State Targeted Response to the Opioid Crisis.
The money will be paid to agencies across Iowa over
two years. A new MAT clinic will be located in the ADDS
building on Mount Pleasant Street in Burlington. United
Community Services Healthcare will operate the clinic
first before turning it over to ADDS. The clinic will also
have DEA-approved safes in which medications such as
buprenorphine, methadone, and naltrexone will be
stored, as well as numerous cameras. MAT works by
combining counseling with medications that work
either by binding to, or blocking, opioid receptors.
Buprenorphine and methadone, which have been
shown to reduce drug-seeking and criminal behaviors,
prevent withdrawal symptoms and stop cravings. Since
there are not enough physicians certified in
medication-assisted treatment to meet in-person with
every patient, the clinic will have an examination room
for patients to meet with a physician electronically.
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Further, ADDS is offering free opioid overdose training
using naloxone, also known as Narcan.

Niehaus, Michaele. (2018, March 11). Opioid addiction
treatment coming to Burlington. Retrieved from
http://www.thehawkeye.com/news/20180311/opioidaddiction-treatment-coming-to-burlington
Opioid epidemic: Lake County’s Quick Response
Team helping addicts find treatment
According to Concord Township Fire Chief Matt Sabo,
Lake County’s Quick Response Team (“QRT”) is making
progress. Lake County’s QRT, which was launched in
November, is a pilot program among the Lake County
Alcohol, Drug Addiction and Mental Health Services
Board (“ADAMHS”), Lake County Sheriff’s Office,
Concord Township Fire Department, and Perry Village
Police Department. The goal is to connect more people
struggling with addiction disorders with treatment
services. When a resident requires medical treatment
after a drug overdose, a Quick Response Team will visit
that person a few days after the incident. The response
teams are comprised of a combination of a law
enforcement officer, firefighter or EMT, and a
behavioral health professional. The team members will
not be in uniforms during visits, will arrive in unmarked
vehicles, and will prominently wear QRT IDs. If the
person is living with family members, the team may ask
© 2018 Lumina Analytics, LLC. No claim to original U.S. Government Works or cited materials.

permission to include them in the conversation. The
teams are equipped with brochures with information
on various treatment resources through the ADAMHS
network. Lake County Sheriff’s Captain Ron Walters,
who coordinates incoming data on overdose calls with
QRT team visits, said that if a person indicates they are
ready to accept help during the visit, the team will offer
to immediately transport them to treatment. Walters
added that if they are not ready, the team leaves the
person with the handouts.

Cass, Andrew. (2018, March 11). Opioid epidemic: Lake
County’s Quick Response Team helping addicts find
treatment.
Retrieved
from
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Opioid epidemic affecting children
According to the Centers for Disease Control (“CDC”),
the number of children admitted to hospitals for opioid
overdose has nearly doubled since 2004. Many of these
cases were likely caused by children's access to
prescription drugs at home. About half of the 700 calls
of pediatric opioid overdoses received by the Carolinas
Poison Control Center in 2015 involved teenagers, who
most likely took opioids intentionally. Carolinas Poison
Control Director Anna Dulaney said that the problem
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with that age group is that a very small dose of these
potent drugs can be deadly to a child.

Flynn, Shawn. (2018, March 11). Opioid Epidemic
Affecting
Children.
Retrieved
from
http://spectrumlocalnews.com/nc/charlotte/news/201
8/03/11/kids-and-opioids
Panel outlines woes of women, children in opioid
epidemic
The League of Women Voters of Central Delaware
County, a panel of social and medical groups in
Pennsylvania, stressed the importance of caring for
pregnant women and children who are affected by the
opioid epidemic that kills thousands every year in
Pennsylvania. Opioids contributed to 271 deaths in
Delaware County last year and 227 in the prior year.
The number may increase pending results in other
cases. Melissa Patti, the safe start director of Maternity
Care Coalition (“MCC”), stated that a lot of women have
been in systems. They try to empower women to be
vocal and to create goals for their families in order to
navigate their healthcare and recovery in a different
way. The safe start program works with health systems,
including Crozer-Keystone’s Center for Excellence, to
ensure that women get the care they need as they work
to break their addictions. They help these women
schedule appointments and find appropriate resources
© 2018 Lumina Analytics, LLC. No claim to original U.S. Government Works or cited materials.

and treatments. According to Rosemarie Halt from the
MCC, pregnant addicts cannot be taken off drugs
abruptly. She said that they need medication-assisted
treatment (“MAT”) to help through the duration of their
pregnancy. Methadone and naltrexone are two
medications used for MATs. Moreover, Governor Tom
Wolf recently waived Medicaid pre-authorization to
MATs.

Tustin, Kevin. (2018, March 11). Panel outlines woes of
women, children in opioid epidemic. Retrieved from
http://www.delcotimes.com/article/DC/20180310/NEW
S/180319973
Gov. Larry Hogan calls for more federal resources to
help fight opioid epidemic
Maryland Governor Larry Hogan is calling for more
federal resources to help fight the opioid epidemic.
Hogan said that Maryland has spent nearly $1 billion in
state and federal funding to combat opioid and
substance use disorders, but the funding is not
sufficient. Hogan has signed an executive order
declaring a state of emergency in response to the
opioid crisis. His administration also established the
Opioid Operational Command Center. Hogan said that
all levels of government need to work, and he urged
federal lawmakers to step up and partner with states to
stop the opioid crisis. He stated that fentanyl is killing
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people in Maryland every day, and the federal
government can help get the dangerous drug off the
streets. Of the 1,705 drug and alcohol-related deaths in
Maryland, fentanyl is connected to 1,173 deaths.
According to him, the fight against the opioid crisis
starts with stopping the flow of illicit synthetic drugs like
fentanyl.

Herring, Vanessa. (2018, March 12). Gov. Larry Hogan
calls for more federal resources to help fight opioid
epidemic.
Retrieved
from
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Manchester officials say more federal funds would
help fight opioid crisis
In a meeting held in New Hampshire, Manchester
officials opined that more federal funds would help
fight the opioid crisis. Mayor Joyce Craig proposed that
fire stations should have available resources for
connecting opioid users to treatment. Jon DeLena,
Assistant Special agent for the Drug Enforcement
Administration, also emphasized the need to work
collectively.

Cherry, Mike. (2018 March 12). Manchester officials say
more federal funds would help fight opioid crisis.
Retrieved
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Massachusetts Residents Believe the Opioid
Epidemic is the Most Serious Problem Facing the
State
According to a new opinion poll released by Blue Cross
Blue Shield of Massachusetts. Massachusetts residents
consider the opioid epidemic the most serious problem
in the state. The poll, conducted in January 2018 by
Anderson-Robbins Research, identifies significant
differences
in
how
residents
across
the
Commonwealth view this public health epidemic, its
causes, and potential solutions. For most adults
in Massachusetts, the crisis is personal. Only a very few
think that things are getting better.

Massachusetts Residents Believe the Opioid Epidemic
is the Most Serious Problem Facing the State, According
to New Poll Released by Blue Cross Blue Shield of
Massachusetts. (2018 March 12). Retrieved from
https://www.prnewswire.com/newsreleases/massachusetts-residents-be
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Opioid Addiction Treatment Clinic Opens In
Jacksonville's
Springfield
To
Treat
The
‘Underserved'
Since the number of opioid overdoses continues to
climb in Northeast Florida, a new clinic focused on
fighting addiction is opening in Springfield. This is the
fifth CleanSlate clinic to open in the Sunshine State.
There are clinics in Miami, Tampa, Orlando, and
Plantation. Also, the national health company has a
total of 39 clinics in eight states.

BENK, RYAN. (2018 March 12).Opioid Addiction
Treatment Clinic Opens In Jacksonville's Springfield To
Treat The ‘Underserved' | WJCT NEWS. Retrieved from
http://news.wjct.org/post/opioid-addiction-treatmentclinic-opens-jacksonvilles-springfield-treat-underse
U.S. Sen. Cantwell learns about opioid crisis in
Mason County
U.S. Sen. Maria Cantwell visited Shelton, Washington to
host a roundtable with Mason County first responders,
law enforcement, and public health officials about the
opioid epidemic. The Seattle Democrat led the
discussion at the Mason General Hospital. The
Comprehensive Addiction Reform, Education and
Safety Act, which was recently introduced, would hold
drug manufacturers accountable for aggressive and
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misleading advertising and negligent distribution
practices that help instigate the ongoing crisis.

Chew, Jeff. (2018 March 12).U.S. Sen. Cantwell learns
about opioid crisis in Mason County. Retrieved from
http://www.ifiberonenewsradio.com/news/local_news/
u-s-sen-cantwell-learns-about-opioid-crisis-inmason/article_ecfd7fee-2655-11e8-aecccf2bb296501f.html
US Surgeon General to speak at U-M on opioid
epidemic
Jerome Adams, the 20th Surgeon General of the United
States, will speak about the opioid epidemic at the
University of Michigan in a 90-minute public event titled
"Better Health Through Better Partnerships." Adams
served as the health commissioner of Indiana and a
faculty member at the Indiana University School of
Medicine. Adams, an anesthesiologist by training, will
speak with both personal and professional experience
on opioid addiction. He has spoken publicly of his
brother's struggle with substance use disorders and
addiction's impact on his life. Adams oversees
operations of the United States Public Health Service
Commissioned Corps, which has approximately 6,500
uniformed health officers serving in nearly 600
locations around the world. Members of the audience
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will have a chance to ask questions of Adams and the
panelists.

rs/all/DOJ-Signals-That-It-Will-Increase-FCAEnforcement-to-Curb-Opioid-C
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How America's prisons are fueling the opioid
epidemic
Rhode Island fights the opioid epidemic with a unique
approach of providing adequate addiction treatment to
inmates. When different state prison policies are
extensively reviewed, it is found that almost no state
prison system offers medications to inmates suffering
from opioid use disorder. This contributes to the opioid
epidemic. Rhode Island is the only state that offers
inmates all three kinds of medication for treating opioid
addiction. The great majority of states reported not
providing any medication at all or allowing only
naltrexone, the least effective medication out of the
three.

DOJ Signals That It Will Increase FCA Enforcement to
Curb Opioid Crisis in the Most Meritorious Cases
Addressing the Federal Bar Association’s Qui Tam
Conference conducted on February 28th, the
Department of Justice (DOJ) has signaled that it will
increase its use of the False Claims Act (FCA) to address
the opioid crisis. Deputy Associate Attorney General
Stephen Cox emphasized that the department would
only focus on the most meritorious cases. He reiterated
that the DOJ would not use agency guidance to create
legal obligations in FCA enforcement. Cox concluded
that the DOJ takes its responsibility seriously and will
move to dismiss when necessary to protect the longterm interests of the government and relators.

DOJ Signals That It Will Increase FCA Enforcement to
Curb Opioid Crisis in the Most Meritorious Cases. (2018
Mar
13).
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from
https://www.crowell.com/NewsEvents/AlertsNewslette
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Lopez, German. (2018 Mar 13). How America’s prisons
are fueling the opioid epidemic. Retrieved from
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Opioid-exposed babies at risk for developmental
delays, study shows
Ohio’s Cincinnati Children's Hospital Medical Center
released a study of 87 children who have been treated
at its long-term Neonatal Abstinence Syndrome Clinic.
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The study shows that newborns that require treatment
for opioid withdrawal are at higher risk than others for
delayed language, cognitive, and motor skills. The study
looked at neurodevelopment of 2-year-olds who had
been treated for the syndrome that can occur in
newborns who were exposed to opioids in utero. Some
of the mothers had taken heroin while pregnant while
others were prescribed opioid medication for their
addiction. According to Stephanie Merhar, a
neonatologist at Cincinnati Children's and the lead
author of the study, these children are at risk for
developmental delays. They also have higher rates of
strabismus, commonly known as crossed eyes, than the
general population. However, the study does not
suggest that the infants should be removed from their
biological families. Instead, it states that their families
should be provided support to raise them. Merhar said
that the study shows that babies who were exposed in
utero to opioids should be monitored closely and
provided with medical intervention as needed as they
grow. She added that few neurodevelopmental studies
have been undertaken in the United States on toddlers
who were treated for Neonatal Abstinence Syndrome
from opioids.
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Rescue Mission launches new program to fight
opioid epidemic
Rescue Mission has launched a new program, Track, to
fight against the growing opioid epidemic and to help
people ease into longer addiction recovery sessions.
Tracy Altizer says that people go knocking on doors and
there is nowhere to go to get the help they need. The
organization has a 12-month program – that is filled to
capacity every month – which includes counseling, Bible
study, academics, and job training.

Holman, Bianca. (2018, March 13). Rescue Mission
launches new program to fight opioid epidemic.
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From
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Albany doctors recommend alternatives to opioids
While many patients face the issue of finding pain
medications that are not as addictive, the doctors at an
urgent care facility in Albany, Georgia want residents to
know about alternative methods for treating pain that
are not deadly or habit-forming. Dr. Davis Kinney said
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that ever since the opioid crisis has been on the rise,
several patients who were once prescribed opioids are
now being forced to look for alternatives. Dr. Kinney
recommended non-pharmacological treatment for
back and chronic pain like diet, exercise, and massage
chiropractic therapy. According to Dr. Troy Alderman,
conservative care like massage therapy paired with
non-addictive pain medication, can have long-term
benefits.

Buckels, Re-Essa. (2018, March 14). Albany doctors
recommend alternatives to opioids. Retrieved from
http://www.walb.com/story/37719234/albany-doctorsrecommend-alternatives-to-opioids
Bipartisan-sponsored bills target Colorado opioid
epidemic
A bipartisan group of Colorado lawmakers recently
introduced five bills for the 2018 legislative session
aimed at addressing the growing opioid epidemic in
Colorado. Dr. Rob Valuck, Director of the Colorado
Consortium for Prescription Drug Abuse Prevention,
stated that 42 Coloradans per day died from opioid
overdoses in 2016.The five bills cover a range of issues
related to the opioid epidemic, including prevention
and
education, clinical
practice, workforce
development, payment reform, and Medicaid coverage
for inpatient substance misuse treatment. Three House
© 2018 Lumina Analytics, LLC. No claim to original U.S. Government Works or cited materials.

bills were introduced in the House Public Health Care
and Human Services Committee.

Thaxton, Zach.(2018, March 14). Bipartisan-sponsored
bills target Colorado opioid epidemic. Retrived From
http://www.koaa.com/story/37718708/bipartisansponsored-bills-target-colorado-opioid-epidemic
Chesterfield seeks to invest more into fight against
opioid epidemic
Jill Cichowicz, who lost her twin brother, Scott, to a
heroin overdose, held a fundraiser in Chesterfield
County, Virginia, aimed at raising awareness and
money to help fight the opioid epidemic. There were 39
heroin or opioid overdose deaths in Chesterfield in
2017. Five years ago, there were only 10. To combat the
issue, the county created a multi-department
committee with members ranging from public safety to
social services. They created public service
announcements and flyers to try and educate the
public and also handed out pouches to help people
safely dispose of their medication. According to Sarah
Snead, Deputy County Administrator for Human
Services, education is needed to stop addiction before
it ever starts. The county is also working with other
localities in the region on the ways to share resources
so each city or county is not tackling the problem alone.
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Feds: Opioid epidemic's full impact on tribes may be
unknown
Federal officials explained the vast impact of the opioid
epidemic on Native American communities. Citing
federal statistics, the Indian Health Services' Chief
Medical Officer Dr. Michael Toedt told the United States
Senate Committee on Indian Affairs that Native
Americans and Alaska Natives had a five-fold
percentage increase in overdose deaths between 1999
and 2015. The Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention (“CDC”) figures indicate that the increase in
that period was higher for Native Americans than any
other group. Toedt added that there may be an
undercount of overdose deaths among Native
Americans and Alaska Natives by as much as 35 percent
as death certificates often list these individuals as
belonging to another race.

Feds: Opioid epidemic's full impact on tribes may be
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(2018,
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TC leaders brainstorm ways to stem opioid crisis
Opioid addiction has caused thousands of deaths
nationwide and dozens in Grand Traverse County,
Michigan. Many addictions start with pain pills after
injury or surgery according to Grand Traverse County
Assistant Prosecutor Christopher Forsyth. Studies show
the risk for addiction ramps up after five days of taking
opiate medications. People hooked on these
medications turn to doctor-shopping, then the black
market once their prescriptions run out, which often
leads to heroin use, petty crime, and overdose.

Travis, Jordan. ( 2018, March 14.). TC leaders brainstorm
ways to stem opioid crisis. Retrived From
http://www.record-eagle.com/news/local_news/tcleaders-brainstorm-ways-to-stem-opioidcrisis/article_3d6d364d-5dd2-54b8-99e0f72074649634.html
Barletta Introduces Workforce Development Bill To
Help Fight Opioid Epidemic
Congressman Lou Barletta introduced legislation H.R.
5294, the Treating Barriers to Prosperity Act of 2018,
which will help communities in Pennsylvania by making
it clear that funds provided through the Appalachian
Regional Commission (ARC) can be used to address the
effects of opioid addiction on economic growth and
workforce development. The bill permits funding to be
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used to promote best practices to address the opioid
epidemic. According to Barletta, the legislation will aid
in attacking the epidemic head on and will help in
finding solutions for people suffering from addiction
and their families. In December 2017, Barletta chaired
a hearing in the House Committee on Transportation
and Infrastructure’s Subcommittee on Economic
Development, Public Buildings, and Emergency
Management titled, “The Opioid Epidemic in
Appalachia: Addressing Hurdles to Economic
Development in the Region.” It examined the
epidemic’s impact on efforts in Appalachia to increase
economic growth and development in distressed
communities.

Barletta Introduces Workforce Development Bill To
Help Fight Opioid Epidemic. (2018, March 15). Retrieved
from https://barletta.house.gov/media-center/pressreleases/barletta-introduces-workforce-developmentbill-to-help-fight-opioid
New drug may curb US opioid crisis, doctors say
Dr. Chase Pruitt's team at Omaha Oral Surgery,
Nebraska, significantly reduced opioid prescriptions at
their practice. Their "Nopioid" initiatives are better than
expected. Dr. Pruitt said that using a new drug called
Exparel, they were able to cut down the narcotic
prescriptions in their office by about 95 percent.
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Further, it helped Dr. Pruitt go from prescribing about
30,000 opioids a year to only 1,500. According to Dr.
Pruitt, new drugs like Exparel could replace opioids for
pain management following certain procedures within
the next five to ten years.

McCormick, Bryan. (2018, March 15). New drug may
curb US opioid crisis, doctors say. Retrieved from
http://www.kait8.com/story/37724059/new-drug-maycurb-us-opioid-crisis-doctors-say
Amid Opioid Epidemic, Louisville Releases 2-Year
Plan To Address Substance Abuse
The Louisville Metro Department of Public Health and
Wellness, Louisville, Kentucky, released a two-year plan
recently to tackle the issue of substance misuse. The
overdose death rate in Louisville is more than double
the national rate. According to Sarah Moyer, director of
the Department of Public Health and Wellness, the plan
will use a public health approach to address opioid
addiction. The highlights of the plan include creating
new syringe exchange sites, providing opioid antidote
training to first responders, obtaining more funding for
a syringe exchange mobile unit and naloxone training,
providing more peer support specialists in emergency
rooms, developing methods of measuring if a
treatment program is effective, developing public
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health social media campaigns, and expanding the
treatment program ‘The Living Room.’

Gillespie, Lisa. (2018, March 16). Amid Opioid Epidemic,
Louisville Releases 2-Year Plan To Address Substance
Abuse. Retrieved from http://wfpl.org/amid-opioidepidemic-louisville-releases-2-year-plan-addresssubstance-abuse/
ICE pledges resources to fight opioid epidemic
Federal officials recently announced more resources
for Ohio’s fight against the opioid crisis. The U.S.
Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE) pledged
more agents and more money in Dayton. More than
300 law enforcement officers in Ohio were trained by
ICE agents recently on the Dark Net and Virtual
Currency. According to Senator Rob Portman, a
number of people are relying on the Internet to sell and
buy drugs.

Smith, Dana. (2018, March 16). ICE pledges resources to
fight
opioid
epidemic.
Retrieved
from
http://www.wdtn.com/news/local-news/ice-pledgesresources-to-fight-opioid-epidemic/1053460418
Pennsylvania Launches New Initiative To Help
Combat Opioid Epidemic
Pennsylvania launched a new online tool called the
Opioid Data Dashboard which displays opioid overdose
© 2018 Lumina Analytics, LLC. No claim to original U.S. Government Works or cited materials.

data of each county in the state, pointing out areas
where opioid misuse has the greatest impact.
According to Dr. Rachel Levine, acting Pennsylvania
Health Secretary, good data is necessary to target
resources. The database will provide other information
like the number of babies born to addicted mothers.

Iannotti, Ralph. (2018, March 16). Pennsylvania
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To
Help
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Opioid Epidemic.
Retrieved
from
http://pittsburgh.cbslocal.com/2018/03/16/pennsylvan
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Wyoming County fights back against opioid crisis
Waterville Police Department in Maine has taken steps
toward curbing opioid overdose deaths in the area.
Operation HOPE was launched last year to prevent the
crisis from escalating. According to Dean of Students
Hanna Gladstone, the opioid epidemic has impacted
the United States and the State of Maine in huge
numbers. College students are particularly at risk when
considering both the average age of teens using opioids
as well as substance misuse on college campuses.

Parker, Chase. (2018, March 16). Wyoming County
fights back against opioid crisis. Retrieved from
http://www.wvva.com/story/37738323/2018/03/Thurs
day/wyoming-county-fights-back-against-opioid-crisis
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Drug Abuse in Local Areas
In the last 10 years, over 800 people in Pennsylvania’s
Westmoreland County died from opioid overdoses. The
White House website also reported that since the year
2000, over 300,000 Americans have died from
overdoses involving opioids. Naloxone, an antidote for
opiates most commonly known as Narcan, has saved
countless lives of people affected by opioid addiction. It
can revive a person who has overdosed on heroin or
prescription pain medications like Morphine,
Oxycodone, Codeine, Vicodin, or Methadone. Most
Police Officers, EMTs, and some Fire Fighters carry
Narcan.

Seeberger, Alexandra. (2018, March 17). Drug Abuse in
Local
Areas.
Retrieved
from
https://insiderupg.com/2018/03/17/drug-abuse-inlocal-areas/
Lancaster-based treatment group hosts town hall
about opioid epidemic
Blueprints for Addiction Recovery, a treatment center
based in Lancaster County, Pennsylvania, is continuing
its efforts to fight the opioid epidemic across the
commonwealth. Blueprints will hold an opioid town hall
in Harrisburg, which is the eighth of 15 town halls held
across the state. Organizers said that community
education is one of the first steps in combating the
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epidemic. The organization will also host another town
hall in Erie.

Lancaster-based treatment group hosts town hall
about opioid epidemic. (2018, March 17). Retrieved
from
http://www.wgal.com/article/lancaster-basedtreatment-group-hosts-town-hall-about-opioidepidemic/19470044
Albany group's opioid-crisis project focuses on
Sullivan
Rockefeller Institute of Government’s Deputy Director
for Research Patricia Strach and Assistant Director for
Policy and Research Katie Zuber are taking a deep dive
into New York’s Sullivan County to study how rural New
York communities are experiencing and dealing with
the nationwide opioid crisis. Zuber and her colleagues
are compiling the study through interviews with
stakeholders throughout the county. According to
Zuber, the eye-popping rates of opioid overdose
deaths, as well as other statistics, attracted the institute
to Sullivan County. According to New York Department
of Health data, between 2013 and 2015, there were 56
deaths involving opioids in the county, which amounts
to a rate of 26.7 per 100,000. According to Todora, the
two factors that make Sullivan unique is its proximity to
drug distribution channels and severe poverty, which
leads to exploitation of the community by gangs and
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drug dealers. Todora is hoping to gather new
information from the institute’s study that can help
improve the county’s efforts in dealing with the opioid
crisis.

Nanci, Matthew. (2018, March 18). Albany group’s
opioid-crisis project focuses on Sullivan. Retrieved from
http://www.recordonline.com/news/20180318/albanygroups-opioid-crisis-project-focuses-on-sullivan
Baltimore Church Working To Fight Opioid Epidemic
Brown Memorial Presbyterian Church, Baltimore,
Maryland, is teaching parishioners about the opioid
epidemic as part of its service to curb the drug crisis in
the region. The church used part of its service to spread
the word about reducing overdose deaths. After
service, the church handed out pouches for safe
disposal of old prescription medications. The Baltimore
health commissioner said that 700 people died from
overdoses in Baltimore in 2017. The commissioner also
demonstrated how to use naloxone to reverse a
potentially deadly overdose. According to officials,
reducing the drug crisis could also have a direct impact
on crime in the city. The church has organized events
throughout the month as an attempt to reduce effects
of the opioid crisis. Pastor Andrew Foster Connors said
that his congregation will also put pressure on city
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leaders if they do not provide enough resources to fight
the drug epidemic.

Burnett, Ava-joye. (2018, March 18). Baltimore Church
Working To Fight Opioid Epidemic. Retrieved from
http://baltimore.cbslocal.com/2018/03/18/baltimorechurch-opioid-epidemic-service/
Legislature still at work combating opioid crisis
Members of the State House of Representatives Opioid
Abuse Prevention Study Committee, which was tasked
with opioid misuse prevention, suggested supporting
10 existing bills in the legislature, as well as introducing
six new bills. State Representative Chip Huggins of
Lexington, one of the 16 representatives on the
committee, said that though legislation can help battle
addiction, a more holistic approach would be required.
Four of the 10 existing bills passed the State House and
are pending Senate approval. One of the two bills that
have made it out of the Senate committees would
establish new rules for informed consent for
prescribing opioids to minors. Another bill would allow
for updating controlled substance schedules to reflect
changes made by the State Department of Health and
Environmental Control. The other bills would work to
improve
opioid
education,
standardize
drug
definitions, and hold drug dealers accountable for
overdose deaths. State Representative John McCravy of
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Greenwood said that the Legislature should make
changes to help combat addiction-related deaths with
more funding.

Dominguez, Damian, (2018, March 18). Legislature still
at work combating opioid crisis. Retrieved from
http://www.indexjournal.com/news/legislature-still-atwork-combating-opioid-crisis/article_e9dccb58-f28656d0-85c2-56d72706cd7c.html
Pennsylvania
Governor
To
Remove
Preauthorization Requirement For Some Opioid
Addiction Treatment Medications
Pennsylvania governor Tom Wolf announced that the
state Medicaid program would remove the
preauthorization requirement for medication-assisted
opioid addiction treatment (“MAT”). Removing the
preauthorization requirement will allow for more
immediate access to treatment. The announcement is
part of the state’s larger efforts to fight the heroin and
opioid misuse epidemic. Governor Wolf also declared a
public health emergency via a 90-day disaster
declaration in Pennsylvania to bring together resources
and focus efforts on the state's growing opioid
epidemic.

Pennsylvania Governor To Remove Preauthorization
Requirement For Some Opioid Addiction Treatment
Medications. (2018, March 18). Retrieved from
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Gov. Scott Signs Legislation and Highlights $65
Million in Funding to Fight National Opioid
Epidemic in Florida
Florida Governor Rick Scott signed the bill HB 21, a
legislation to combat opioid misuse. The governor
highlighted the $65 million in funding to fight the
national opioid epidemic in Florida. The fund includes
$14.6 million for enhancements to the substance abuse
system of care, $5 million for naloxone for first
responders, $27 million in federal funding from the
Opioid State Targeted Response Grant, $1.2 million to
enhance the Prescription Drug Monitoring System, and
$16.5 million for the Department of Children and
Families, state courts, and the Department of
Corrections for medication-assisted treatment related
to opioid addiction. More than $885,000 is allocated to
handheld narcotic analyzers for the Florida Highway
Patrol to keep officers in the field safe. The bill will help
limit the chance of drug addiction, reduce the ability for
dangerous drugs to spread in Florida’s communities,
and give vulnerable Floridians the support they need.
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Opioid Epidemic Still Affecting Southern Oregon
Despite First Responders Carrying Naloxone
Oregon’s Medford Police Department (“MPD”) stated
that the overdose reversing medication, naloxone, also
known as Narcan, helped officers save dozens of lives
since 2015. Naloxone blocks or reverses the effects of
opioids like heroin, hydrocodone, or oxycodone. Julia
Pinsky, co-founder of Max’s Mission, a non-profit
organization, said that naloxone goes into opioid
receptors in the brain and pushes the opioids off,
taking its place. She added that it restores breathing in
people who have overdosed and dramatically increases
the chances of saving lives. Max's Mission holds
overdose education and naloxone distribution
meetings across southern Oregon, hoping to help save
lives. Medford Police officers have used Narcan 39
times and saved 37 lives since they started carrying it
back in 2015. MPD said that officers have already used
Narcan eight times this year, while in the previous year
it was used only three times. Max's Mission wants to get
Narcan in the hands of ordinary citizens who feel
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comfortable using it. The MPD said that recent changes
in laws have put more Narcan out in the community to
save lives.

Sheppard, Andryanna. (2018, March 19). Opioid
Epidemic Still Affecting Southern Oregon Despite First
Responders Carrying Naloxone. Retrieved from
http://www.kdrv.com/content/news/Opioid-EpidemicStill-Affecting-Southern-Oregon-Despite-FirstResponders-Carrying-Naloxone-477220363.html
Opioid crisis 'has to be stopped,' de Blasio says
while announcing $22M in new funding to fight
addiction
While speaking at Richmond University Medical Center
on Staten Island, New York City Mayor Bill de Blasio said
that the city will provide $22 million annually over the
next several years in an effort to combat opioid
addiction. De Blasio said that the money will go to
HealingNYC, which was launched by the Mayor last
year, to fund several efforts including expanding peer
intervention programs to all 11 of the city’s emergency
departments by the end of the year and increasing the
distribution of naloxone, a drug that can reverse an
overdose. He added that the money will save at least
400 lives by 2022. The new funds will also bring the total
amount that the city spends to reduce opioid overdose
deaths down to $60 million annually. Further, De Blasio
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said that the city is committed to taking away the stigma
of addiction. Since HealingNYC’s launch in March 2017,
the city has distributed nearly 100,000 naloxone kits.
The city further plans to have the FDNY distribute 5,000
more naloxone kits annually, starting this summer.

Fox, Alison. (2018, March 19). Opioid crisis ‘has to be
stopped,’ de Blasio says while announcing $22M in new
funding to fight addiction. Retrieved from
https://www.amny.com/news/opioid-crisis-de-blasio1.17505174
Documentary about local opioid crisis set for March
24
A documentary produced by the FBI, Chasing the
Dragon: The Life of an Opiate Addict, featuring Virginia’s
Prince William County residents’ struggling with opioid
addiction, will be presented at the Bungalow Ale House
in Woodbridge, Virginia. The event is sponsored by the
League of Women Voters of the Prince William Area.
The event will include a discussion held after the
screening, led by Heather Martinsen, supervisor of
behavioral health wellness for the Prince William
County Community Services – New Horizons, and
Chrissy Fauls, founder of “It Takes a Village to Raise a
Child, We’re Bringing that Village Back” and “WHY? Our
Kids are WHY!.” The screening and discussion are open
to the public.
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Medicaid essential to addressing opioid epidemic: 4
report insights
According to a report conducted by Manatt Health,
Medicaid provides essential funding and health
coverage for addiction services in large areas that are
suffering from the opioid overdose crisis. The crisis
resulted in more than 42,000 deaths nationwide in
2016. Researchers examined data on state and federal
Medicaid spending for services related to opioid
addiction treatment for New Hampshire, Ohio, and
West Virginia; these states have been hit particularly
hard by the crisis. Researchers also assessed data on
other federal spending for opioid addiction treatment
as well as information on rates of opioid overdoses
nationwide. The four insights from the report are:
Medicaid spending on medication-assisted treatment
for opioid addiction more than doubled over the last
five years with growth rates highest in states that
expanded Medicaid under the ACA; Medicaid spending
on treatment for opioid addiction, which includes
prevention and recovery services, is significantly higher
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than other federal funds dedicated to addiction
treatment; in 2017, the Substance Abuse and Mental
Health Services Administration allocated $2.9 billion for
substance use disorder treatment and prevention, with
at least $549 million of this funding devoted to opioid
addiction, and; the rise in opioid overdoses in states is
not attributable to Medicaid expansion.

Zimmerman, Brian. (2018, March 19). Medicaid
essential to addressing opioid epidemic: 4 report
insights.
Retrieved
from
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caid-essential-to-addressing-opioid-epidemic-4-reportinsights.html
As US opioid crisis grows, Trump calls for death
penalty for dealers
At an event in Manchester, New Hampshire, President
Donald Trump unveiled an anti-opioid misuse plan,
which includes his death penalty recommendation, to
combat the opioid epidemic. Trump’s plan includes
new funding for initiatives and execution of drug
dealers, a proposal that has gained little support from
drug misuse and judicial experts. However, neither
Trump nor the White House gave further details as to
when it would be appropriate to seek the death
penalty. Trump also said that he was working with
Congress to find $6 billion in new funding for 2018 and
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2019 to fight the opioid crisis. Trump’s plan will also
seek to cut opioid prescriptions by a third over three
years by changing federal programs. In October 2017,
he declared the crisis a public health emergency, but
did not at that time increase funding.

As US opioid crisis grows, Trump calls for death penalty
for dealers. (2018, March 20). Retrieved from
https://www.geo.tv/latest/187181-as-us-opioid-crisisgrows-trump-calls-for-death-penalty-for-dealers
Forum on opioid epidemic held Monday in Penfield
Penfield High School, Penfield, New York, hosted a
panel discussion on combatting the opioid epidemic
with the Monroe County Opiate Task Force. The
speakers at the forum included Monroe County
Commissioner of Public Health Dr. Michael Mendoza
and representatives from the Monroe County Sheriff’s
and District Attorney’s Offices. Dr. Thomas Putnam of
the Penfield School District said that the opioid
epidemic can hit any community, whether it is rural,
urban, or suburban. This is the second time the
Penfield School District held a community meeting on
opioids.
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Fungal infections re-emerge with surge in opioid
crisis, study shows
An article published in the online issue of Emerging
Infectious Diseases, and distributed by the Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention (“CDC”), reports that
infectious disease researchers at UMass Medical School
have identified a re-emergence of fungal infections
associated with illicit intravenous drug use as the
United States struggles with the opioid crisis. According
to Stuart Levitz, MD, Professor of Medicine,
Microbiology & Physiological Systems, from the 1970s
through the 1990s, fungal infections related to Candida
Albicans were associated with injections of
contaminated impure brown heroin shared by illicit
intravenous drug users. Dr. Levitz said that during that
time period, the heroin supply was relatively impure
and people would use lemon juice to dissolve it. Levitz
and his colleagues analyzed 198 cases of Candida
infections from January 2010 to January 2017 in
patients 14 or older and found that 24 of them had a
history of illicit intravenous drug use. These cases
emphasize that in addition to overdoses, infections
remain a serious cause of illness and death for
intravenous drug users.

Willey, Sarah. (2018, March 20). Fungal infections reemerge with surge in opioid crisis, study shows.
Retrieved
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Geisinger to community leaders: We are attacking
opioid crisis
Geisinger Health System is working to control opioid
addiction and has seen tangible results. Dr. Jaewon Ryu,
Executive Vice President and Chief Medical Officer of
Geisinger, said that they are first looking at their
physicians' prescribing behaviors. He said that the
patients to whom opiates are prescribed have a clear
clinical need and that they are not prescribing dosages
above the clinical need. Since 2016, they have seen over
a 50 percent decrease in prescription opioids. They
have also launched several medication-assisted
therapy clinics and are planning to launch more. He
noted that the opioid crisis is urgent, and it is a
multifaceted problem that requires a multifaceted
solution. Ryu said that the crisis is bigger than
healthcare and involves many community aspects like
employment and socioeconomic factors.

Geisinger to community leaders: We are attacking
opioid crisis. (2018, March 20). Retrieved from
http://wkok.com/geisinger-is-attacking-the-opioidcrisis-on-several-fronts/
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Healthcare providers on the front line of the opioid
crisis in Iowa
Ohio’s Northwestern College and Compass Pointe
Behavioral Health Services teamed up to address the
opioid crisis and to provide access for treatment and
recovery. The team met John Martini, a Siouxland
resident who overcame his addiction of 15 years.
Martini shared his personal story to help others in their
journey to recovery. Martini said that he was prescribed
hydrocodone when he got bruised ribs. He refilled his
prescription for a couple of years. He is now sober and
is helping others overcome this addiction, which
claimed more than 200 lives in Iowa last year alone.
Moreover, in an effort to tackle the issue, Compass
Pointe Behavioral Health Services hosted a seminar at
Northwestern College. The seminar featured experts,
including doctors, law enforcement officials, faculty,
and students, in order to provide a better
understanding of the epidemic as well as effective
treatments.

Wauran, Jetske. (2018, March 20). Healthcare providers
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from
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SAMHSA directing supplemental funding to three
states hit hard by opioid crisis
As part of President Donald Trump’s far-reaching,
multifaceted approach to combatting the opioid
epidemic, the Substance Abuse and Mental Health
Services Administration (“SAMHSA”) will award
additional grant funding to three states that have been
hit especially hard by the national opioid crisis. SAMHSA
funds provide technical assistance to connect
Americans with effective treatment and prevention
resources. Dr. Elinore F. McCance-Katz, Assistant
Secretary for Mental Health and Substance Use and the
head of SAMHSA, said that SAMHSA is releasing funding
of $333,000 to Massachusetts, New Hampshire, and
West Virginia, for the period of one year. This additional
funding will bolster treatment and prevention work
under way through the Opioid State Targeted Response
(“STR”) grants previously awarded to states. The
purposes of these supplements are to expand or
enhance prevention, treatment, and recovery-support
efforts in the states hardest hit by the nation’s opioid
epidemic.

SAMHSA directing supplemental funding to three states
hit hard by opioid crisis. (2018, March 20). Retrieved
from
https://www.samhsa.gov/newsroom/pressannouncements/201803200300

51

The Geographic Variation in the Cost of the Opioid
Crisis
The White House Council of Economic Advisers recently
estimated the economic burden caused by the United
States opioid epidemic, including the value of statistical
lives lost, to be $504 billion in 2015. It also estimated
the same to be as high as $95 billion for the year 2016.
Further, the findings indicated that among the lower 48
states in 2015, per-capita non-mortality costs were the
highest in the District of Columbia, which was $493, and
$360 in New Hampshire. Also, the average per-capita
non-mortality costs were $205 in Kentucky and
Pennsylvania. Further, the per-capita total costs,
including mortality costs, were highest in West Virginia,
which was $4,378, and $3,657 in the District of
Columbia. The median per-capita total costs were
$1,672 in Nevada.

Brill, Alex. (2018, March 20). The Geographic Variation
in the Cost of the Opioid Crisis. Retrieved from
http://www.aei.org/publication/the-geographicvariation-in-the-cost-of-the-opioid-crisis/
Zinke Addresses Opioid Crisis With Tribal Leaders
The United States Secretary of the Interior, Ryan Zinke,
is creating a task force to combat the opioid crisis in
Indian Country. The Interior Department oversees the
Bureau of Land Management, United States park
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police, Bureau of Indian Affairs, and tribal police
departments. After a roundtable discussion with tribal
leaders on the Salt River Reservation, Zinke said that all
federally employed providers would adopt best
practices for pain medication prescriptions. Zinke is
seeking input from tribal leaders as well as state
attorney generals as one policy will not work for all 573
Indian tribes across the country. Zinke said that each
nation has a unique set of cultures and a unique way to
address the issues. He highlighted that drugs certainly
are an issue in Arizona. According to him, opioid deaths
are increasing among Native Americans at a rate higher
than rates among any other group. He said that the
Interior Department will help coordinate with state and
local law enforcement agencies to more aggressively
pursue and prosecute drug dealers. Zinke added that
the Interior Department can provide assistance and
coordination with the tribes to go after the people who
willingly sell drugs to children and profit from the
destruction of the people.
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Congress is hyping up its opioid bills, but there’s not
much to hype
Congress is considering a number of bills to address
the opioid crisis. The bills mostly take a public health
approach to fight the opioid crisis. Some of the bills aim
to improve access to treatment, including highly
effective medications for opioid addiction such as
methadone and buprenorphine, while other bills push
federal agencies to better regulate opioid painkillers
and seek out non-opioid alternatives to pain treatment.
Most of the bills intend to improve education and
awareness for opioid-related problems. However,
critics say that the bills are tinkering around the edges
instead of fully addressing the problem.

Lopez, German. (2018, March 21). Congress is hyping
up its opioid bills. But there’s not much to hype.
Retrieved
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New Hampshire awarded more than $300k to battle
opioid crisis
The state of New Hampshire has been awarded
$333,000 in federal grant money by the Substance
Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration
("SAMHSA") from the New Hampshire Department of
Health and Human Services ("DHHS") to expand access
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to treatment services, provide enhanced supports for
people in recovery, and provide wraparound services.
The grant will be used by DHHS to enhance Safe Station
programs in Manchester and Nashua and expand
statewide Regional Access Point services ("RAPs"). The
new grant is an addition to SAMHSA’s original award of
$3.1 million per year for the next two years for targeted
substance use disorder ("SUD") treatment and recovery
services in the state.

Feely, Paul. (2018, Mar 21). New Hampshire awarded
more than $300k to battle opioid crisis. Retrieved from:
http://www.unionleader.com/social-issues-NewHampshire-awarded-more-than-%24300k-to-battleopioid-crisis
State, Cities, and Counties File Lawsuit to Fight
Opioid Epidemic
According to the Arkansas State Crime Lab, there has
been a 22 percent increase in drug cases from 2015 to
2017. New data show the growing problem of drug
misuse involves opioids as well as other illicit drugs.
According to new data, the Arkansas State Crime Lab
received 211 drug cases from Pope County in recent
years, one of the highest number of cases in the state.

Sharp, Stephanie. (2018, March 21). State, Cities, and
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Retrieved
From
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Bill includes money for Ohio opioid treatment, Lake
Erie clean-up
The U.S. House recently approved a bill that will provide
$3 billion for reducing opioid addiction. Of the $3
billion, $1 billion will be provided directly to states.
Fifteen percent of the state grants has been designated
for states hit hardest by the epidemic, such as Ohio.
Sen. Sherrod Brown, D-Ohio, believes funding resulting
from the bill will be a meaningful step to move Ohio's
fight against the epidemic forward.

Torry, Jack (2018, Mar 22), Bill includes money for Ohio
opioid treatment, Lake Erie clean-up, Retrieved from:
http://www.dispatch.com/news/20180322/billincludes-money-for-ohio-opioid-treatment-lake-erieclean-up
Florida continues to fight opioid epidemic as
Attorney General visits capital city
U.S. Attorney General Jeff Sessions urged prosecutors
to seek death sentences in the fight against opioids.
Attorney General Sessions stated that career drug
traffickers can take more lives than a mass murderer.
He said that due to the upsurge in overdose deaths and
gang violence incidents, the President has ordered to
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seek the death penalty in these cases. The estimated
cost of the epidemic is $115 billion to the national
economy. Sessions also encouraged the federal
government to increase funding to as much as $6
billion over the next two years for fighting the opioid
crisis.
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Retrieved
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MONROE COUNTY NARCAN TRAINING AMID FIGHT
AGAINST OPIOID EPIDEMIC
Monroe County, New York, has teamed up with local
towns and villages to help fight the opioid crisis in the
area. County Executive Cheryl Dinolfo has showcased a
video on both YouTube and the county website to teach
people how to use Narcan nasal spray, which can be
used to revive someone who overdoses. This is one of
the new tools offered by the county's heroin task force
formed in January. Additionally, a number of towns
have accepted Monroe County’s offer to take part in an
Opioid Prevention Training Session, with Greece being
the first to join. Moreover, a database has been
implemented to track overdose cases and where they
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take place, as part of Monroe County's response to the
opioid epidemic.

to-solve-opioid-crisis/article_2004366e-3d86-50b8beb0-6dd9e2333b07.html

Monroe County Narcan Training Amid Fight Against
Opioid Epidemic. (2018, March 22) . Retrieved From
http://spectrumlocalnews.com/nys/rochester/crimesafety/2018/03/22/monroe-county-narcan-trainingamid-fight-against-opioid-epidemic

Gov. Wolf makes synthetic fentanyl illegal to help
cops fight opioid epidemic
Pennsylvania Governor Tom Wolf has made a change
in the law by classifying all new forms of synthetic
fentanyl, which can be created with a tweak of the
molecular structure, as highly addictive drugs. The state
Department of Health has listed all man-made
substances sold on the streets as a Schedule I drug.
Police and prosecutors consider the scheduling of
drugs when making arrests and determining
sentencing. This change is intended to last one year.
Nate Wardle, Health Department Press Secretary, said
that synthetic-fentanyl derivatives are used to cut
heroin and often result in death. Westmoreland
County Assistant District Attorney Pete Flanigan said
that Schedule I drugs are those that have the highest
risk for addiction and no legitimate medical use. County
Detective Tony Marcocci said the new scheduling does
not change much for police, but it could make an
impact on sentencing.

Community approach needed to solve opioid crisis
The national opioid crisis continues to escalate,
bringing together public safety professionals in McLean
County to work as a group in fighting the crisis. Director
of the McLean County Health Department, Camille
Rodriguez, said that it requires a multi-stakeholder
commitment to address the crisis and that working
together can address this complex problem from
multiple perspectives. The Governor's Opioid Overdose
Prevention and Intervention Task Force Chair, Lt. Gov.
Evelyn Sanguinetti, said that approximately 17,000
healthcare providers have signed up to use the Illinois
Prescription Monitoring Program to avoid overprescribing opioid painkillers.

Swiech, Paul. (2018, Mar 23). Community approach
needed to solve opioid crisis. Retrieved from:
http://www.pantagraph.com/specialsection/annualreport/community-approach-needed© 2018 Lumina Analytics, LLC. No claim to original U.S. Government Works or cited materials.

Signorini, Renatta. (2018, March 23). Gov. Wolf makes
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Retrieved
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Lance introduces bill to counter rise in infectious
diseases fueled by opioid epidemic
U.S. Rep. Leonard Lance (R-NJ) introduced a bipartisan
legislation, Eliminating Opioid-Related Infectious
Diseases Act of 2018, H.R. 5353. The legislation would
direct the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention
("CDC") to lead an initiative to end the rising incidence
of HIV, Hepatitis C, and other infectious diseases
related to intravenous drug use. Rep. Lance, a member
of the U.S. House Energy and Commerce
Subcommittee on Health, said that more efforts should
be made to stop the spread of infectious diseases that
stem from the opioid crisis. He added that families and
children are being exposed to such infections at an
alarming rate. The act would also require the CDC to
work with states to improve education, surveillance,
and treatment of infectious diseases associated with
drug injection.

Lance introduces bill to counter rise in infectious
diseases fueled by opioid epidemic. (2018, March 23).
Retrieved from http://riponadvance.com/stories/lanceintroduces-bill-counter-rise-infectious-diseases-fueledopioid-epidemic/
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Penny-per-pill fee to combat opioid crisis pulled
from House bill
State Rep. Dave Baker, the sponsor of a House bill
aimed to support Minnesota’s fight against opioid
misuse, has pulled a penny-per-pill fee from the plan,
hoping to move the legislation forward. Rep. Baker, a
Republican from Wilmar, who lost his son Dan to a drug
overdose, has been a strong advocate for such a fee on
prescription opioids to curb overdoses. The fee would
have raised nearly $20 million annually in Minnesota to
pay for addiction prevention and treatment programs.
Other states are also considering similar fees. Drug
companies and some Republicans opposed the socalled “stewardship fee.”

Magan, Christopher. (2018, March 23). Penny-per-pill
fee to combat opioid crisis pulled from House bill.
Retrieved
from
https://www.twincities.com/2018/03/23/mn-pennyper-pill-fee-to-combat-opioid-crisis-pulled-from-housebill/
Casey bill for grandparents rights in opioid crisis
passes Senate
The U.S. Senate has unanimously passed the bipartisan
Supporting Grandparents Raising Grandchildren Act (S.
1091) recently. This act creates a federal task force to
support grandparents who take the responsibility of
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raising grandchildren as the opioid epidemic worsens.
The legislation is now under consideration in the U.S.
House of Representatives. More than 100,000 children
are raised by grandparents or other relatives in
Pennsylvania alone. Experts say this number will
continue to rise as the opioid epidemic escalates. The
U.S. Senate Special Committee on Aging Ranking
Member Bob Casey authored the bill last year after
witnesses testified on why grandparents need easy
access to information and resources to assist them.

Casey bill for grandparents rights in opioid crisis passes
Senate. (2018, March 24). Retrieved from
http://www.bradfordera.com/news/casey-bill-forgrandparents-rights-in-opioid-crisis-passessenate/article_5a9d0c4c-2f05-11e8-bb0673eb014368e2.html
Federal funding to combat opioid crisis
United States President Donald J. Trump signed a $1.3
trillion budget appropriation, which includes $4.6
billion that will be allocated to states gripped by the
nation's growing opioid epidemic. In 2015, the Centers
for Disease Control (“CDC”) ranked Alabama as the
state with the highest number of opioid prescriptions.
Alabama had more prescriptions written than the
number of people in the state. Further, Blue Cross Blue
Shield of Alabama reported that 26 percent of Blue
© 2018 Lumina Analytics, LLC. No claim to original U.S. Government Works or cited materials.

Cross Blue Shield of Alabama’s commercially insured
members filled at least one opioid prescription in 2015,
compared to 21 percent nationally. In 2016, 16.4 per
1,000 members were diagnosed with opioid use
disorder in Alabama, double the national average of 8.3
per 1,000. Moreover, $1 billion of congressional
funding will be distributed to states' coffers. The larger
shares will go to states with the highest overdose
mortality rates. However, every state will receive at
least $4 million. The plan also includes $500 million for
opioid-related research and hundreds of millions more
to expand treatment availability, support law
enforcement, and provide equipment to help identify
and intercept opioids before they reach the streets.

Whitehurst, Matthew. (2018, March 25). Federal
funding to combat opioid crisis. Retrieved from
http://abc3340.com/news/local/federal-funding-tocombat-opioid-crisis
McConnell: Kentucky Benefits from Legislation
Signed into Law by President Trump
U.S. Senate Majority Leader Mitch McConnell
proclaimed that the Fiscal Year 2018 Government
Funding bill President Trump signed into law contains
resources to support several important Kentucky
institutions and programs. Senator McConnell
advocated for these important programs in the
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legislation and marshalled the bill to Senate passage
recently. He prioritized $4.6 billion to fight the
devastating impact of opioid addiction and to help save
lives through comprehensive prevention, treatment,
and enforcement efforts. The bill also ensures $100
million for a new program that supports treatment and
prevention of substance use disorders in rural
communities with the highest risk for addiction.

McConnell: Kentucky Benefits from Legislation Signed
into Law by President Trump. (2018, March 25).
Retrieved
from:
http://www.bereaonline.com/2018/03/mcconnellkentucky-benefits-from-legislation-signed-into-law-bypresident-trump/
Opioid epidemic efforts focus on school, prison
populations
In New Jersey, state legislators are focusing on opioid
addiction treatment and prevention within schools and
prisons, while reviewing bills that promote the use of
medications in both preventing overdoses and
assisting recovery. One bill requires all schools with
grades nine to 12 to have policies for training nurses on
administering naloxone. The bill also requires the
school to keep the medication in supply. If passed, the
law would also provide liability immunity for school
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nurses and faculties when using naloxone to reverse
the effects of an opioid overdose.

Leonard, Nicole. (2018, Mar 25). Opioid legislation
focused on school, prison populations. Retrieved from:
http://www.pressofatlanticcity.com/news/opioidepidemic-efforts-focus-on-school-prisonpopulations/article_94fbd7e2-6e3f-5848-9d4fd0ddd11c4aaa.html
States: Federal money for opioid crisis a small step
forward
The federal government is estimated to spend $4.6
billion this year to fight the national opioid crisis. Some
advocates believe the amount of funding the President
signed into law is not sufficient to establish the specific
treatment system needed to reverse the crisis. A White
House report last fall estimated the cost of the crisis at
more than $500 billion a year. According to the former
U.S. Rep. Patrick Kennedy, a Democrat who served on
President Donald Trump's opioid commission last year,
there are clear solutions to the crisis, but Congress
needs to devote more money for the solutions.

Mulvihil, Geoff. (2018, March 25). States: Federal money
for opioid crisis a small step forward. Retrieved from:
http://abcnews.go.com/US/wireStory/states-federalmoney-opioid-crisis-small-step-forward-54000311
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Texas A&M launches opioid task force to aid
affected communities
Texas A&M University Health Science Center is tackling
the national opioid epidemic by establishing a task
force aimed at using multi-disciplinary resources to
make an impact on communities across the state. The
task force will include representatives from each of the
Health Science Center's five components, medicine,
dentistry, pharmacy, public health and nursing, and the
Coastal Bend Health Education Center. According to the
task force chair Marcia G. Ory, the group's goal is to
serve as a focal point for research and resources
related to the national crisis.

Kuhlmann, Steve. (2018, March 25). Texas A&M
launches opioid task force to aid affected communities.
Retrieved
from:
http://www.theeagle.com/news/local/texas-a-mlaunches-opioid-task-force-to-aidaffected/article_68811465-19c7-5c84-9e4d73853bcad488.html
The opioid epidemic in Washington State
The state of Washington has been engaged in an
ongoing fight against the national opioid epidemic. In
2016, Gov. Jay Inslee issued an executive order to tackle
this problem, and since, has proposed a multi-pronged
bill that will fight the opioid crisis in Washington State.
© 2018 Lumina Analytics, LLC. No claim to original U.S. Government Works or cited materials.

Currently, the bill has cleared the House of
Representatives and was sent for a second review.
Nevertheless, the Senate placed the bill in the “X” files
and it can be picked up anytime over the next two
years. According to Washington State Attorney General
Bob Ferguson, an average of two people die of an
opioid overdose per day in Washington and
approximately 10,000 more suffer from addiction.
According to Washington State's Department of Health,
nearly 57 percent of heroin users started with using
prescription opioids.

Reichert, Kristen. (2018, March 25). The opioid epidemic
in Washington state. Retrieved from: http://www.unionbulletin.com/opinion/letters_to_editor/the-opioidepidemic-in-washington-state/article_9427e2e0-2e0411e8-9d43-0760e180f07c.html
Kaptur announces funding to help fight opioid crisis
Congresswoman Marcy Kaptur, the United States
Representative for Ohio's 9th congressional district,
announced millions in new funding to combat the
opioid crisis. Kaptur, a senior member of the
Appropriations Committee, has helped secure Ohio as
a state eligible for grants. She said that Ohio will be
given priority access to millions in state-level grants
distributed by federal agencies for fighting against
opioids and their devastating effects. She added that
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these funds and resources are a boost from the federal
government to help address the crisis and provide
communities with much needed relief.

Conner, Keith. (2018, March 26). Kaptur announces
funding to help fight opioid crisis. Retrieved from
http://nbc24.com/news/local/kaptur-announcesfunding-to-help-fight-opioid-crisis
Medical associations offer infectious disease,
opioid epidemic recommendations
The Infectious Diseases Society of America (“IDSA”) and
HIV Medical Association (“HIVMA”) released policy and
research recommendations in an effort to encourage
Congress and the Trump Administration to pursue
dedicated responses to the opioid epidemic and
infectious diseases caused by intravenous drug use.
According to the organizations, new funding is needed
to increase surveillance of injection-related infections,
expand evidence-based infection prevention strategies,
and build infectious disease (“ID”) and substance use
treatment workforce capacities. IDSA and HIVMA
members also said that there is a need to access
effective care models for treating both infectious
diseases and substance use disorders in an integrated
way. The models would facilitate research to better
prevent and treat drug-injection-related infections.
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Opioid Crisis Event Held In Lexington, Hoping To
Find Solution
Recovering addicts all came together in Lexington,
Kentucky for an opioid crisis event "March in the Midst
of Madness", aiming to find a solution through
discussion. The event was held at Arlington Christian
Church, designed to be a safe space for the discussion.
Tanya Meeks, the founder of Stop Heroid Lexington,
who lost her 19-year-old son to a heroin overdose in
2014, served as a speaker at the first event. She said
that her son’s loss prompted her to do something.
Speakers from all over shared their personal stories.

Opioid Crisis Event Held In Lexington, Hoping To Find
Solution To Growing Problem. (2018, March 26).
Retrieved
from
http://www.lex18.com/story/37805219/opioid-crisisevent-held-in-lexington-hoping-to-find-solution-togrowing-problem
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U.S. Sen. Dick Durbin Hosts Opioid Talk at Rockford
Hospital With Treatment Providers
U.S. Senator Dick Durbin hosted a roundtable
discussion on the opioid crisis at Rockford Hospital in
Winnebago County, Illinois. The county experienced a
rise in opioid overdose deaths from 118 to 124 last
year. Durbin sought inputs during a roundtable
discussion in his office, organized by Mercyhealth
Hospital-Rockton Avenue Campus. The discussion was
part of a series of similar discussions across Illinois.
Durbin elaborated on a new federal spending program
signed into law last week that grants $3.3 billion to
prevent opioid addiction, expand access to antidotes
and medication-based treatment, and improve drug
monitoring programs as well as research on nonaddictive pain treatment. The discussion covered
infants suffering from neonatal abstinence syndrome,
providing patients with medication to treat opioid
addiction while still in the ER, and improving policies for
treatment facilities.

Braun, Georgette. (2018, Mar 28). U.S. Sen. Dick Durbin
hosts opioid talk at Rockford hospital with treatment
providers.
Retrieved
from
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Colorado's Opioid Crisis Fuels Alamosa's Jail
Overcrowding
More than 90 percent of the Alamosa County Jail
inmates in San Luis Valley, Colorado either are charged
for drug-related crimes or are drug addicts. According
to Bob Jackson, Alamosa County Sheriff, the jail is facing
a population crisis and has become unsafe and
overcrowded. The number of female inmates is so high
that they are stacked three on top of each other. Nurses
often have to work overtime to administer withdrawal
medication. The county jail will be expanded. However,
according to Christie Donner, Director of the Colorado
Criminal Justice Reform Coalition, it does not address
the underlying problem of rampant opioid addiction
among inmates. Felony drug related lawsuits in the
State have doubled in the span of five years, from 2012
to 2017. According to Robert Valuck, Clinical Pharmacy
Professor at the University of Colorado Anschutz
Medical Campus, jails are the default detox centers in
the country, and placing drug users in jail is rarely
effective in keeping people off drugs.

Sherry, Allison. (2018, Mar 29). Colorado's Opioid Crisis
Fuels Alamosa's Jail Overcrowding. Retrieved from
http://www.cpr.org/news/story/colorados-opioidcrisis-fuels-alamosas-jail-overcrowding
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Drug Overdoses Rising as Opioid Crisis Gets Worse
The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention ("CDC")
recently reported that the number of overdose deaths
due to opioids have risen by nearly 28 percent between
2015 and 2016. In 2016 alone, 63,632 people died due
to drug overdoses, of which two-thirds were caused by
opioids. The numbers show that the crisis is worsening,
and suggest that the epidemic has grown from
affecting rural and ex-urban areas, to more densely
populated urban areas. Overdose deaths in the
metropolitan areas have risen by more than 33
percent. The study also reveals that all areas can be
affected by the epidemic. The number of people 15 or
older suffering from addiction has increased regardless
of geography, race, or gender.

Wilson, Reid. (2018, Mar 29). Drug overdoses rising as
opioid
crisis
gets
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Retrieved
from
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HHS Appoints 2 New Advisers to Tackle the Opioid
Epidemic and Drug Pricing Reform
The Department of Health and Human Services ("HHS")
has created two new positions to address the opioid
epidemic. The former Corporate Vice President of
Industry Relations for CVS Health’s Medicare Part D
Business, Daniel M. Best, will serve as the Senior
© 2018 Lumina Analytics, LLC. No claim to original U.S. Government Works or cited materials.

Adviser to the Secretary for Drug Pricing Reform.
Despite his duties as Assistant Secretary for Health,
Brett Giroir, M.D., will serve the role of Senior Adviser
to the Secretary for Mental Health and Opioid Policy.
The Trump administration has pursued a number of
policy changes that it believes will reduce drug prices.

Kuhrt, Matt. (2018, Mar 29). HHS appoints 2 new
advisers to tackle the opioid epidemic and drug pricing
reform.
Retrieved
from
https://www.fiercehealthcare.com/hospitals-healthsystems/hhs-announces-appointments-for-priorityinitiatives
Hancock County Gets Help Fighing the Opioid Crisis
from the State
Hancock Public Health has received funds to fight the
opioid crisis from the state of Ohio. The money will be
used to purchase naloxone kits, which will be given to
people free of charge to prevent fatal opioid overdoses.
Hancock County will receive hundreds of naloxone kits
in addition to over $14,000 in funding. The county
suffered several dozens of opioid overdose deaths in
the last year. According to Barb Wilhelm, the Deputy
Health Commissioner for Hancock Public Health, nearly
300 naloxone kits have already been handed out
through Project Deaths Avoided With Naloxone
("DAWN").
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Hancock County gets help fighing the opioid crisis from
the state. (2018, Mar 29). Retrieved from
http://www.13abc.com/content/news/HancockCounty-gets-help-from-the-state-in-the-opiod-crisis478335983.html

grounds for incurring civil penalty. Four states mandate
drug testing in mothers and eighteen states require
healthcare practitioners to report suspected drug
misuse. Nineteen states have funded drug treatment
programs targeting pregnant women.

Opioid Epidemic Causing Collateral Damage to
America’s Babies
According to the Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention ("CDC"), the number of infants suffering
from neonatal abstinence syndrome due to addicted
mothers is on the rise. CDC reports that approximately
6 out of every 1,000 newborns are affected by drug
withdrawal. The syndrome has spiked 300 percent in 28
states and the figures are expected to rise when the
rest of the states publish their statistics. Pediatricians
suggest that providing real-time information enables
newborns to receive better care and helps with
addressing and identifying the hidden causes of the
epidemic. Symptoms of the neonatal abstinence
syndrome affect the central nervous system and
include feeding difficulties, tremors, seizures, sweats,
gastrointestinal dysfunction, vomiting, and screaming.
Tennessee is the only state in the country that has
recognized substance misuse during pregnancy as
aggravated assault, punishable by a 15-year prison
sentence. Eighteen other states consider it to be a form
of child abuse and three have recognized it as a

Barnhart, Greg. (2018, Mar 29). Opioid Epidemic
Causing Collateral Damage to America’s Babies.
Retrieved from https://www.searcylaw.com/opioidepidemic-causing-collateral-damage-to-americasbabies/
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Tlingit & Haida Forms Committee to Address Local
Opioid Addiction
The Central Council of Tlingit & Haida Indian Tribes of
Alaska (CCTHITA), a tribal government headquartered
in Juneau, Alaska, has formed an Addiction Action
Committee aimed at fighting the local opioid crisis. The
council has 19 CCTHITA delegates working on
increasing easy access to addiction treatment,
prevention, and recovery services. The council will also
examine methods for addressing public safety
problems associated with addiction. One of CCTHITA’s
Vice Presidents, Jackie Peta, who is also the Executive
Director of the National Congress of American Indians,
will serve as the chair of the committee. According to
the Department of Health and Social Services, deaths
related to heroin use in Alaska have quadrupled in the
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span of 7 years, from 2009 to 2016. A 2017 Alaska
Opioid Policy Task Force report states the rate of
hospitalization due to heroin poisoning has doubled
from 2008 to 2012.

Tlingit & Haida forms committee to address local opioid
addiction. (2018, Mar 29). Retrieved from
http://juneauempire.com/local/news/2018-0329/tlingit-haida-forms-committee-address-localopioid-addiction
Bucks County Blitz takes aim at addiction, opioid
crisis throughout April
The Bucks County Blitz, a countywide campaign
combatting the opioid crisis, has scheduled more than
50 events throughout April. Most of the events are free
and open to the public. The campaign aims at
promoting freedom from addiction, sharing resources,
and showing people what they can do to combat the
crisis. A free naloxone training session will be held
during the event.

Wagner, Jenny. (2018, March 30). Bucks County Blitz
takes aim at addiction, opioid crisis throughout April.
Retrieved
from
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EG forms opioid task force
Rhode Island’s East Greenwich formed the Ad Hoc
Opioid Task Force, which aims to lessen the impact of
local opioid addiction. The task force consists of 15
members from various backgrounds, including town
manager Gayle Corrigan, East Greenwich High School
Vice Principal Jeff Heath, Steve Branch from the East
Greenwich Police Department, Kristen Henrikson from
the East Greenwich Fire Department, Marsha Sullivan
from the housing authority, medical professionals, two
students, and two parents. The task force is seeking
solutions surrounding prevention, treatment, and
recovery for people struggling with opioid misuse. The
task force will be responsible for developing a
comprehensive and coordinated plan to reduce opioid
misuse, opioid dependence, and opioid overdose and
drafting recommendations for action to the East
Greenwich town council.

Falletta, Gabrielle. (2018, March 31). EG forms opioid
task
force.
Retrieved
from
http://www.ricentral.com/east_greenwich_pendulum/
news/local_news/eg-forms-opioid-taskforce/article_d7089366-34fd-11e8-a4f0dfc22e0e24af.html
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LHU Professor Presents at Forum on Combating
Opioid Crisis
The U.S. Chamber of Commerce recently hosted a
forum called “Combating the Opioid Crisis: From
Communities to the Capital.” The forum featured state
and federal government delegates as well as
stakeholders from the business community. The forum
intended to highlight the work that the public sector,
the business community, and local communities are
doing to curb the opioid crisis. Dr. Beth McMahon,
Health Science Professor at LHU and Project Bald Eagle
Board Member, presented on the public health model
used in developing Project Bald Eagle and the
community-based participatory research done with the
Youth Development Task Force ("YDTF").

LHU professor presents at forum on combating opioid
crisis.
(2018,
Mar
31).
Retrieved
from
http://www.lockhaven.com/news/localnews/2018/03/lhu-professor-presents-at-forum-oncombating-opioid-crisis/
Schumer Urging to Get Federal Funds to Fight
Opioid Crisis to the Southern Tier
Congress calls to have more than $3.3 billion to the
fight against opioid addiction in the recently passed
spending bill. New York Senator Chuck Schumer said he
will work to transfer money into the hands of those
© 2018 Lumina Analytics, LLC. No claim to original U.S. Government Works or cited materials.

fighting the epidemic. Schumer outlined the amount of
money that is allotted to various services, including $2.8
billion to the Department of Health and Human
Services, $1.4 billion to the Substance Abuse and
Mental Health Services Administration, $300 million to
the Department of Justice, $350 million to the Centers
for Disease Control and Prevention, and $415 million to
community health centers.

Schwartz, Michael. (2018, Mar 31). Schumer urging to
get federal funds to fight opioid crisis to the Southern
Tier.
Retrieved
from
http://www.wbng.com/story/37849982/cuomo-urgingto-get-federal-funds-to-fight-opioid-crisis-to-thesouthern-tier
Trump Ties Combating Opioid Crisis to 'Sanctuary
Cities' Debate
President Trump claims efforts to repeal sanctuary laws
for illegal immigrants are contributing toward his fight
against the opioid crisis. Trump claimed that sanctuary
cities release thousands of immigrant criminals into the
country, including drug traffickers, drug dealers, and
vicious gang members. He further suggested that
Congress needs to cut funds to sanctuary cities since
they shield criminals and turn big cities into drug
distribution centers. Trump said that more than 40
percent of the heroin supply coming across the
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southern border is transported through California, a
sanctuary state. The Trump administration had earlier
sued the state for its sanctuary laws. He also attacked
several Massachusetts sanctuary cities and encouraged
Congress to block funds for the state.

Sanchez, Luis. (2018, Mar 31). Trump ties combating
opioid crisis to 'sanctuary cities' debate. Retrieved from
http://thehill.com/homenews/administration/381105trump-ties-combating-opioid-crisis-to-sanctuary-citiesdebate
Missouri House advancing bill on opioid crisis
The Missouri House introduced a bill aimed at
combating the opioid crisis by implementing drug takeback programs and limiting opioid prescriptions. The
bill limits initial painkiller prescriptions to a seven-day
supply for patients suffering from acute pain. However,
the limit will not apply for cancer and hospice patients.
Moreover, the bill supports drug take-back programs in
the state. Currently, local pharmacies are prohibited
from taking prescriptions distributed by other
pharmacies. The measure, if passed, will allow for dropoff boxes for unused prescriptions at pharmacies
approved by the Drug Enforcement Agency.

Missouri House advancing bill on opioid crisis. (2018,
April
1).
Retrieved
from
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Appendix A: Mission
LISA Overview
Mission LISA is a data aggregation project surrounding
the opioid crisis in America. The objective of the project
is to leverage publicly available data to fill knowledge
gaps relevant to opioid addiction prevention,
treatment, and interdiction. Intelligence developed
through Mission LISA is used to publish
recommendations for policy changes, addiction
treatment pathways, and prescription protocols based
on the most timely and relevant predictive indicators of
addiction and mortality risk.
Early stage outcomes on addiction and mortality
caused by prescription and illicit opioids are beginning
to reveal the power laws, or distributions, of addiction
and overdose — a defined set of variables and
conditions that drive the crisis. These insights are used
to direct policy and treatment recommendations
published by the Mission LISA team and its advisory
board. Analytics on nationwide treatment efficacy is
another critical area of our research. More relevant and
timely
data
increases
transparency
around
government-funded treatment programs and is useful
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for directing the allocation of funding and resources to
programs with the highest historical rates of success.
Our research illuminates contradictions in policy and
prescription protocols across physicians, hospitals, and
insurers. Insights gained through this analysis yield
data-driven policy recommendations and opportunities
to enhance and streamline opioid addiction care and
pain treatment. Through Mission LISA, we seek to
alleviate the crisis nationally by lessening instances of
opioid-induced overdose and addiction.
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Appendix B: How to
Read This Report
The Mission LISA Opioid Crisis Intelligence Report
provides discussion and analysis of key data, events,
and trends surrounding the national opioid epidemic.
Analysis draws on data observed in Lumina’s
proprietary Mission LISA data systems and published
across news media platforms over the past month. Our
analysts capture data relevant to crisis prevention,
addiction treatment, policy, and ongoing interdiction
efforts from across the Internet to pinpoint critical
developments in the national discussion.
Each report begins with an executive summary of its
contents. The executive summary is followed by a
commentary that describes current trends and analysis
drawn from ongoing Mission LISA data aggregation and
development. Finally, the report includes a collection of
relevant news articles, which have been curated for
readers by the Mission LISA staff.
The report is broken down by content category for
expedited navigation. We summarize relevant articles
to highlight important findings and insights and
underline action items derived from new intelligence.
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The purpose of this report is to inform understanding
of the national crisis and provide recommendations for
data-driven solutions to curb opioid-induced mortality
and addiction.

