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Executive Summary
This week’s report highlights content collected from February
5 to March 4, 2018 regarding the national opioid crisis. The
report features:
•

An Iowa bill that mandates the use of the state’s
Prescription Monitoring Program (“PMP”) to curb
opioid overprescribing and to prevent “doctor
shopping.”

•

An inmate opioid treatment program that resulted in
a significantly lower number of post-incarceration
opioid-induced deaths among released inmates in
Rhode Island.

•

A recommended change in insurance policies and
procedures urged by a group of senators to provide
enhanced access to safe and effective treatments
for patients.

•

The ongoing debate regarding the legal status and
the use of kratom, a plant-based substance that is
considered to be a safe alternative to opioids for pain
treatment by some, but disapproved as having no
medical value by the Food and Drug Administration.

•

The ongoing debate regarding whether the
Affordable
Care
Act
Medicaid
expansion
contributed to intensifying the national opioid crisis.
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Fast Facts
•

According to the Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention (“CDC”), opioids were involved in more than
three out of five drug overdose deaths. In 2016, there
were more than 64,000 fatal drug overdoses involving
both illicit and prescription drugs. Among the estimated
42,000 opioid-induced overdose deaths in the same year,
40 percent were attributed to prescription opioids.1

•

A 2017 CDC report shows that, although the percentage
of people reporting illicit drug use is lower in rural areas,
the rates of drug overdose deaths in rural areas have
surpassed overdose mortality rates in urban areas.2

•

A 2017 Kaiser Family Foundation survey reports that 20
percent of Americans know a family member, a close
friend, or an acquaintance who has died from a
prescription opioid overdose.3

•

According to Altarum, a non-profit group that analyzes
health economy, the opioid epidemic has cost the
United States more than a trillion dollars since 2001, mostly
due to losses in earnings and productivity. Researchers
claim the growth rate in costs between 2011 and 2016
was double the growth rate of the previous five years.
Moreover, the financial burden may exceed an
additional $500 billion in the next three years.4

•

According to a report published by the Council of
Economic Advisers (“CEA”) on February 21, the estimated
economic cost of the opioid crisis in 2015 is $504 billion,
which is 2.8 percent of gross domestic product.5

•

According to the National Institute on Drug Abuse
(“NIDA”), Medication-Assisted Therapy (“MAT”) has been
shown to be 50 to 62 percent more effective for treating
addiction compared to abstinence-based addiction
treatment programs.6

•

According to a report issued by the Senate in January,
Americans obtained over $800 million in fentanyl through
online sales from China alone in the past two years.7

Misa, V. O. (2018, February 25). As opioid crisis spreads, locals rally to battle. Retrieved March 02, 2018, from http://www.news-star.com/news/20180225/as-opioid-crisis-spreads-locals-rally-to-battle
Kirkham, B. (2018, February 25). Deaths from opioid overdoses continue to increase. Retrieved March 02, 2018, from http://www.commercial-news.com/news/local_news/deaths-from-opioid-overdoses-continue-toincrease/article_655dcc0e-fab1-5d5f-b36d-265356c1312b.html
3 Henry J Kaiser Family Foundation. (2017, November 20). Public Opinion on the Use and Abuse of Prescription Opioids. Retrieved March 06, 2018, from https://www.kff.org/slideshow/public-opinion-on-the-use-and-abuse-ofprescription-opioids/
4 Allen, G. (2018, February 13). Cost Of U.S. Opioid Epidemic Since 2001 Is $1 Trillion And Climbing. Retrieved February 20, 2018, from http://kaxe.org/post/cost-us-opioid-epidemic-2001-1-trillion-and-climbing#stream/0
5 The White House. (2018, February 21). Innovative Policies to Improve All Americans' Health. Retrieved March 06, 2018, from https://www.whitehouse.gov/articles/innovative-policies-to-improve-all-americans-health/
6 Cision PRWeb. (2018, February 13). Addiction Resource Company Suggests New Methods For Opioid Addiction T. Retrieved February 20, 2018, from http://www.prweb.com/releases/2018/02/prweb15193202.htm
7 Maloney Announces Stop Online Opioid Sales Act. (2018, February 12). Retrieved February 21, 2018, from https://seanmaloney.house.gov/media-center/press-releases/maloney-announces-stop-online-opioid-sales-act
1
2
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require a comprehensive review of internet opioid sales in
order to better inform action plans. Under this Act, the Drug
Enforcement Agency (“DEA”) would be required to gather
information on online drug sales and publish an annual
report to demonstrate the extent of the problem and inform
federal resources and law enforcement tactics. The annual
reports would include types and amounts of drugs sold
online, names of the sellers, and an estimated value of the
drugs transported illicitly.12

Current Events
•

•

•

•

Vermont Governor Phil Scott met with members of the House
Ways and Means committee on Tuesday, February 6 to
advocate for the removal of barriers to addiction treatment
coverage within the Medicare program. Additionally,
Governor Scott urged Congress to consider a number of
policy changes that would increase access to addiction
treatment including, adjusting billing practices to allow for
more widespread use of addiction screening, eliminating
regulations under Medicaid that cap beds in residential
treatment facilities to 16, and funding more research at the
national level for pain management alternatives to opioids.8
On February 9, President Donald Trump signed into law a $6
billion increase in funding for addiction treatment, law
enforcement, and public education in an effort to curb the
opioid crisis.9
On February 9, Purdue Pharma, maker of the opioid
painkiller OxyContin, announced that the company has
significantly reduced its commercial operation of the drug
and that its sales representatives will stop marketing opioid
drugs to prescribers.10,11
On February 12, New York Representative Sean Patrick
Maloney announced the Stop Online Opioid Sales Act to

•

Health and Human Services Secretary Alex Azar announced
on February 24 that the Food and Drug Administration
(“FDA”) plans to expand access to medication-assisted
treatment. The FDA has approved methadone,
buprenorphine, known for the brand name Suboxone, and
naltrexone, known for the brand name Vivitrol, as safe
medications for opioid addiction treatment.13

•

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (“USDA”) launched a
new website to assist rural communities in fighting the opioid
epidemic. The website highlights resources and programs
such as The Community Facilities Loan and Grant Program,
The Distance Learning and Telemedicine Grants Program,
and The Rural Health and Safety Education Competitive
Grants Program.14

•

On February 27, a group of bipartisan senators introduced
the Comprehensive Addiction and Recovery Act (CARA)
2.0. The legislation increases funding for CARA programs
implemented in 2016. It also limits initial opioid prescriptions

Hewitt, E. (2018, February 6). Scott urges Congress to expand opioid addiction treatment under Medicare. Retrieved February 13, 2018, from https://vtdigger.org/2018/02/06/scott-urges-congress-expand-opioid-addictiontreatment-medicare/
9 Watkins, E. (2018, February 11). Conway touts new funding targeting opioid crisis. Retrieved February 20, 2018, from https://www.cnn.com/2018/02/11/politics/kellyanne-conway-opioid-cnntv/index.html
10 CBS News. (2018, February 10). OxyContin maker to stop promoting drug to doctors amid opioid epidemic. Retrieved February 20, 2018, from https://www.wcbi.com/oxycontin-maker-to-stop-promoting-drug-to-doctorsamid-opioid-epidemic/
11 Purdue Pharma L.P. (2018, February 9). Purdue Pharma L.P. Issues Statement on Opioid Promotion. Retrieved February 20, 2018, from http://www.purduepharma.com/news-media/2018/02/purdue-pharma-l-p-issuesstatement-on-opioid-promotion/
12 Maloney Announces Stop Online Opioid Sales Act. (2018, February 12). Retrieved February 21, 2018, from https://seanmaloney.house.gov/media-center/press-releases/maloney-announces-stop-online-opioid-sales-act
13 Kaplan, S. (2018, February 25). F.D.A. to Expand Medication-Assisted Therapy for Opioid Addicts. Retrieved March 02, 2018, from https://www.nytimes.com/2018/02/25/science/fda-medication-assisted-therapy.html
14 ADVISORY: USDA LAUNCHES RESOURCES WEBSITE TO HELP RURAL COMMUNITIES ADDRESS OPIOID CRISIS. (2018, February 26). Retrieved March 02, 2018, from https://bishop.house.gov/media-center/press-releases/advisoryusda-launches-resources-website-to-help-rural-communities
8
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for acute pain to three days, makes permanent Section 303
of CARA, which permits physician assistants and nurse
practitioners to prescribe buprenorphine, allows states to
waive the cap on the number of patients that physicians
can treat with buprenorphine, mandates prescribers to use
state prescription drug monitoring programs when
prescribing opioids, increases penalties for opioid
manufacturers that fail to report suspicious orders or to
maintain effective controls over opioid diversion, and
develops a national standard for recovery residence.15
•

On February 27, a group of bipartisan senators introduced
the Every Prescription Conveyed Securely (EPCS) Act to
require electronic prescriptions for controlled substances
under Medicare.16

Capito Introduces Bipartisan CARA 2.0 Act to Bolster Fight Against Opioid Epidemic | U.S. Senator Shelley Moore Capito of West Virginia. (2018, February 27). Retrieved March 05, 2018, from
https://www.capito.senate.gov/news/press-releases/capito-introduces-bipartisan-cara-20-act-to-bolster-fight-against-opioid-epidemic
16 Warren, Bennet, Heller, Toomey Introduce Bill to Combat Opioid Crisis with E-Prescriptions | U.S. Senator Elizabeth Warren of Massachusetts. (2018, February 27). Retrieved March 05, 2018, from
https://www.warren.senate.gov/newsroom/press-releases/warren-bennet-heller-toomey-introduce-bill-to-combat-opioid-crisis-with-e-prescriptions
15
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Real-Time Surveillance of
the Movement and
Escalation of the Opioid
Crisis
In last month’s report, we introduced the Opioid Mortality
Ecosystem (“OME”), a proprietary platform that uses deep web
mining and machine learning algorithms to continuously
capture data relevant to opioid-induced overdose. The OME is
built to provide answers to knowledge gaps relevant to
nationwide opioid-induced overdose trends and the annual
prevalence and incidence of addiction.
In addition to real-time analytics surrounding opioid-induced
overdose and addiction, more timely data is needed to answer
questions relevant to the movement and escalation of the crisis
nationwide. Opioid crisis surveillance systems currently in place
rely on reporting of overdoses from emergency departments
and emergency medical services data,17 first responder
reporting, and arrest records. These sources provide visibility into
the epidemic only after it has taken hold in a given community,
leaving stakeholders engaged in fighting the crisis ill-prepared.
Predictive indicators that show opioid addiction and mortality
are spreading to a given community or region are needed to
endow healthcare service providers and law enforcement
officers with the opportunity to address the growing threat
before it takes hold in their area.

To improve opioid crisis surveillance, Mission LISA is developing a
behavioral analytics platform, known as the Treatment-Seeking
Mesh (“TSM”) to track the movement and escalation of the
epidemic across the nation. The TSM measures engagement
with online content relevant to opioid addiction treatment
facilities, programs, and services. Specifically, our systems survey
the number of individuals researching treatment options for
opioid addiction and for health issues associated with opioid
use, including MAT programs, opioid-induced constipation
medication, clean needle dispensaries, etc., across
geographies. Between 2009 and 1999, there was a six-fold
increase in the number of individuals seeking opioid addiction
treatment.18 As the prevalence of opioid addiction increases,
treatment-seeking behavior also increases. Thus, the TSM is an
effective tool for monitoring and detecting increases in
treatment-seeking behavior within a given zip code or region as
a predictive indicator that the epidemic is intensifying in that
area.
The TSM relies on treatment-seeking behavior as a means of
tracking epidemic movement and escalation before
communities begin to suffer the negative consequences of the
crisis—overdoses and overdose deaths, increased emergency
room visits, and opioid-related arrests. By monitoring for
increases in treatment-seeking behavior, stakeholders will be
given advanced warning that the epidemic is beginning to take
hold within their area, enabling a proactive response to curbing
the crisis before these negative impacts are fully realized.
Additionally, TSM data can be correlated with other indicators
that the crisis is intensifying in a given region, such as increases
in the incidence of blood-borne illness, in child welfare cases, or
in the incidence of suicide, to solidify our understanding of what
communities are most at risk. In monitoring changes in these
correlated factors, the TSM will pinpoint crisis hotspots. This data

Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. (2017, October 03). Enhanced State Opioid Overdose Surveillance. Retrieved February 02, 2018, from https://www.cdc.gov/drugoverdose/foa/state-opioid-mm.html
Ashwood Recovery at Northpoint. (n.d.). Prescription opioid addiction has been an ongoing problem in the United States for years. Retrieved February 02, 2018, from https://www.ashwoodrecovery.com/addictioninformation/prescription-opioid-addiction.php
17
18
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will assist federal, state, and local governments in allocating
increased funding and preventative resources to communities
in need. Additionally, identifying regions where the epidemic is
in decline will provide public health officials and policymakers
with opportunities to investigate and learn from successful
prevention and treatment programs.
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Treatment and Policy
Iowa Bill Aims to Mandate State PMP Use for Doctors and
Pharmacists
House Republicans in the state of Iowa have passed a bill
mandating the use of the state’s Prescription Monitoring
Program (“PMP”) by doctors and pharmacists.19 State PMPs
digitally store controlled substance dispensing information and
make these data available to prescribers, pharmacies, and law
enforcement officials. The purpose of PMPs is to curb opioid
overprescribing and prevent “doctor shopping” among
patients addicted to painkillers.20
Additionally, the bill
implements a Good Samaritan Law, providing legal immunity to
any person who calls 911 to report a drug overdose.21
The bill faced significant backlash from the Iowa Board of
Pharmacy, which claimed that prescribers would view
mandated PMP use as a hassle. Heated debate surrounding the
mandated use of PMP systems continues across the nation as
other states consider similar legislative measures. Forty-nine
states have a state PMP.22 Thirty-seven of the 49 have
mandated PMP use.23
Today, only 45 percent of Iowa
prescribers are registered to utilize the state PMP.24

PMP mandates face significant pushback from prescribers
across the country. Authors Rebecca Haffajee, JD, MPH,
Anupam B. Jena, MD, PhD, and Scott G. Weiner, MD, MPH,
summarize these challenges as follows: “Prescribers often have
difficulty obtaining logins, systems can be ‘down,’ information is
not integrated into clinical workflow, and data are often
incomplete. Moreover, minimal guidance exists to assist users in
interpreting query results.” Additionally, opponents argue that
PMP use takes away time spent with patients and can
discourage doctors from prescribing opioids to patients who are
truly in need. Finally, mandates can lead to significant legal
consequences for prescribers, ranging from increased liability
risk to loss of licensure or even imprisonment.25
Proponents of mandated PMP use on the other hand point to
early evidence of reduced opioid overprescribing and doctor
shopping. Early adopters of comprehensive use mandates,
including Kentucky, Tennessee, New York, and Ohio, have seen
significant increases in queries and reductions in opioid
prescribing as well as decreased doctor shopping since their
implementation. Although these results must be rigorously
validated, they suggest the possible positive impact of
mandates on curbing harmful prescription practices.26
The Iowa Board of Pharmacy has encouraged state legislators
to work towards garnering greater voluntary buy-in to PMP use
by enhancing ease of access and the program’s overall user
experience.27 While attention must be given to maximizing

Cummings, C. (n.d.). Expansive bill to curb opioid crisis passes, amid emotional testimony from lawmakers. Retrieved March 07, 2018, from http://cbs2iowa.com/news/local/expansive-bill-to-curb-opioid-crisis-passes-amidemotional-testimony-from-lawmakers
20 Haffajee, R. L., Jena, A. B., & Weiner, S. G. (2015). Mandatory Use of Prescription Drug Monitoring Programs. JAMA, 313(9), 891–892. http://doi.org/10.1001/jama.2014.18514
21 Diekneite, Max. (2018, February 11). Pharmacy board weighs in on plan aimed at curbing opioid crisis. Retrieved from http://www.kcrg.com/content/news/Pharmacy-board-weighs-in-on-plan-aimed-at-curbing-opioid-crisis473727923.html
22 Haffajee, R. L., Jena, A. B., & Weiner, S. G. (2015). Mandatory Use of Prescription Drug Monitoring Programs. JAMA, 313(9), 891–892. http://doi.org/10.1001/jama.2014.18514
23 The National Alliance for Model State Drug Laws. (n.d.). Mandated Use of Prescription Drug Monitoring Programs (PMPs) – Map [PDF].
24 Diekneite, Max. (2018, February 11). Pharmacy board weighs in on plan aimed at curbing opioid crisis. Retrieved from http://www.kcrg.com/content/news/Pharmacy-board-weighs-in-on-plan-aimed-at-curbing-opioid-crisis473727923.html
25 Haffajee, R. L., Jena, A. B., & Weiner, S. G. (2015). Mandatory Use of Prescription Drug Monitoring Programs. JAMA, 313(9), 891–892. http://doi.org/10.1001/jama.2014.18514
26 Ibid.
27 Diekneite, Max. (2018, February 11). Pharmacy board weighs in on plan aimed at curbing opioid crisis. Retrieved from http://www.kcrg.com/content/news/Pharmacy-board-weighs-in-on-plan-aimed-at-curbing-opioid-crisis473727923.html
19
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program efficiency and ease of use for doctors and
pharmacists, early evidence supports to the use of PMP
mandates in curbing harmful practices that continue to fuel the
national crisis.

Fatal Opioid ODs Drop for People Treated While in Jail
A new study shows treating jail inmates for opioid addiction
resulted in a significant reduction in post-incarceration opioid
overdose deaths among released inmates. The opioid
addiction treatment program, launched in 2016 by the Rhode
Island Department of Corrections (“RIDOC”), screens all Rhode
Island inmates for opioid addiction and provides medicationassisted treatment (“MAT”) for inmates suffering from opioid use
disorder. Incarcerated populations are especially vulnerable to
opioid overdose because inmates’ tolerance quickly decrease
during incarceration. Study co-author, Dr. Josiah Rich, points out
that “when they get out, people are likely to relapse, and with
their tolerance gone, they’re at high risk for overdose.”28,29
According to the RIDOC, the program is one-of-a-kind in the
nation. Although there are MAT programs across the country
that offer treatment for certain incarcerated groups, this
program is unique because it makes three different drug
therapies available to every individual in the correctional
system. Methadone and buprenorphine are used to lessen
withdrawal symptoms, while naltrexone is used to block the high
from opioid intake.30

implementation of the program, from January 1 to June 30,
2017. Researchers found a 61 percent decrease in postincarceration overdose deaths among inmates released after
implementation. This decrease was associated with a 12percent decline in fatal overdoses in Rhode Island’s general
population during the same period. A number of fatal
overdoses in the general population is attributed to postincarceration overdoses. Therefore, treatment programs
targeting this vulnerable population are a promising approach
for addressing overdose deaths in the general population.
Despite elevated overdose risk caused by the availability of illicit
fentanyl, the program effectively facilitated a decline in
overdose deaths between 2016 and 2017. Researchers suggest
that implementing comprehensive MAT programs in jails and
prisons, coupled with ensuring access to treatment after
release, is a favorable strategy for targeting this vulnerable
population. The study’s lead author, Dr. Traci Green, claims this
program can serve as a model for addressing the national
opioid crisis, noting that it is “absolutely replicable in other
places.” Similar treatment programs should be implemented in
correctional facilities across the country to effectively reduce
opioid overdose deaths nationwide.31,32

To evaluate the treatment program, researchers from Brown
University compared fatal overdoses among former inmates
prior to the program, from January 1 to June 30, 2016, and after
Preidt, R. (2018, February 20). Fatal Opioid ODs Drop for People Treated While Jailed. Retrieved February 26, 2018, from https://consumer.healthday.com/bone-and-joint-information-4/opioids-990/fatal-opioid-ods-drop-forpeople-treated-while-jailed-731100.html
29 Brown University. (2018, February 14). Opioid addiction treatment behind bars reduced post-incarceration overdose deaths in Rhode Island. Retrieved February 26, 2018, from https://news.brown.edu/articles/2018/02/opioids
30 Ibid.
31 Preidt, R. (2018, February 20). Fatal Opioid ODs Drop for People Treated While Jailed. Retrieved February 26, 2018, from https://consumer.healthday.com/bone-and-joint-information-4/opioids-990/fatal-opioid-ods-drop-forpeople-treated-while-jailed-731100.html
32 Brown University. (2018, February 14). Opioid addiction treatment behind bars reduced post-incarceration overdose deaths in Rhode Island. Retrieved February 26, 2018, from https://news.brown.edu/articles/2018/02/opioids
28
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Senators Urge Health Insurers to Step Up Response to
Opioid Epidemic

of opioid addiction nationwide by reconfiguring how pain and
opioid addiction are treated and covered.33

A coalition of senators, led by Sherrod Brown (D-OH) and Ed
Markey (D-MA), recently wrote letters to 10 of the nation’s top
insurance companies, urging them to play a more proactive
role in combatting the national opioid crisis. Specifically, letters
were sent to Aetna, AHIP, Anthem, BCBS, CareSource, Centene,
Cigna, Humana, Kaiser, Molina, and UnitedHealth.

FDA’s Recommendation to Bar Kratom Could Worsen
Opioid Crisis

The senators asked each firm to reconsider policies and
procedures that block patient access to alternative pain
treatments beyond opioids. For example, prior authorization
policies require a patient’s doctor to obtain preapproval from
an insurer before prescribing a more expensive or non-formulary
medication. This practice increases the difficulty of obtaining
alternative pain treatments, which can be harmful to patients
at risk of addiction. Insurance algorithms that automatically
default to the cheapest opioid treatment option, while effective
in keeping costs low, play a role in fueling opioid prescription
and ultimately opioid addiction. Revisiting these algorithms to
identify opportunities for enhancing access to safe and
effective treatments, like physical therapy or medicationassisted treatment (“MAT”), is critical to combatting the crisis
from an insurance perspective.
Additionally, senators asked the insurance firms how they utilize
internal controls to identify patients who may be struggling with
addiction and to prevent opioid prescription to at-risk patients.
Insurance companies can leverage advanced algorithmics to
flag addiction risk and prevent opioid dependence. The
insurance industry can play a powerful role in stemming the tide

The FDA issued a report on February 6 regarding the dangers
associated with the use of kratom, a plant-based substance
that some believe is a safe alternative to opioids. In its report,
the FDA claimed that 44 deaths have been associated with
kratom over the last several years.34 However, advocates of
kratom disagree with the FDA’s findings and argue that the
deaths cannot be conclusively attributed to kratom. Most of the
people who died had many other drugs in their system, from
alcohol to morphine. Furthermore, the FDA admitted that its
study of kratom-related deaths is neither conclusive nor valid
proof of causality.35
The FDA’s report is based on findings that kratom has similarities
to traditional opioids like morphine and heroin. FDA
Commissioner Scott Gottlieb stated that “Kratom should not be
used to treat medical conditions, nor should it be used as an
alternative to prescription opioids. There is no evidence that
Kratom is safe or effective for any medical use.”
A group of scientists in favor of kratom rebutted the FDA’s report,
stating that the substance, which is derived out of a coffee tree,
not the poppy plant, is safer than opioids. This group of scientists,
from Johns Hopkins University, Columbia University, and the
University of Rochester, wrote to Gottlieb and White House
advisor Kellyanne Conway, stating that kratom is distinct from
classical opioids in its chemistry, biological effects, and origin.

BROWN, MARKEY ASK HEALTH INSURERS TO STEP UP RESPONSE TO OPIOID EPIDEMIC. (2018, March 02). Retrieved March 06, 2018, from https://www.markey.senate.gov/news/press-releases/brown-markey-ask-health-insurersto-step-up-response-to-opioid-epidemic
34 Herman, D. (2018, February 23). As opioid crisis worsens, FDA attacks safe alternative used by millions. Retrieved March 06, 2018, from http://www.washingtonexaminer.com/as-opioid-crisis-worsens-fda-attacks-safe-alternativeused-by-millions/article/2649760
35 Herman, D. (2018, February 23). As opioid crisis worsens, FDA attacks safe alternative used by millions. Retrieved March 06, 2018, from http://www.washingtonexaminer.com/as-opioid-crisis-worsens-fda-attacks-safe-alternativeused-by-millions/article/2649760
33
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These scientists question the FDA’s analysis and its warning,
noting that it does not add much to the body of knowledge
surrounding kratom. The scientists acknowledge that kratom has
effects on opioid receptors, but emphasize in their letter that it
does not produce the highly addictive euphoria or lethal
respiratory depressing effects of classical opioids. They also
question the FDA’s method of analysis, pointing out that the
technique used was performed virtually in a computer and is
non-scientific. The process, known as molecular modeling or
molecular docking, attempts to match a computer model of a
compound with its receptors in the body, and tends to be used
in the early stages of drug development.
Andrew Kruegel, a Columbia University pharmacologist,
disputes the FDA’s classification of kratom as an opioid. “The
problem with saying it’s an opioid without qualification is that it
just paints everything with this broad brush, and obviously carries
a negative connotation given what’s going on in the country
right now,” Kruegel says.36 In their letter, the scientists wrote, “We
believe strongly that the current body of credible research on
the actual effects of kratom demonstrates that it is not
dangerously addictive, nor is it similar to ‘narcotics like opioids’
with respect to ‘addiction’ and ‘death.’ Equally important, four
surveys indicate that kratom is presently serving as a lifeline
away from strong, often dangerous opioids for many of the
several million Americans who use kratom.”37

abuse and will determine whether to restrict it. Currently, kratom
is widely available and is sold as a dietary supplement in
convenience stores, head shops, kratom specialty shops, and
online.
Advocates of kratom believe that banning the substance could
worsen the opioid crisis because it is a safer alternative to pain
management therapy than classical opioids. The American
Kratom Association is asking the public to sign a petition
protecting access to kratom. The petition asks President Trump
to direct the FDA and National Institute of Drug Abuse to
research how kratom can be used as both an alternative to
pain management and as a treatment to opioid addiction. This
science-based approach would benefit stakeholders by using
evidence-based research to inform lawmakers before banning
a potentially beneficial substance that could be used to
combat the opioid crisis.38,39

FDA officials recommend kratom be categorized as a Schedule
I drug, which would preclude scientists from studying its effects.
The DEA declined to ban kratom in 2016, noting that it would
wait for input from the FDA and the public before regulating the
drug. The DEA is currently evaluating kratom’s potential for

Ibid.
Herman, D. (2018, February 23). As opioid crisis worsens, FDA attacks safe alternative used by millions. Retrieved March 06, 2018, from http://www.washingtonexaminer.com/as-opioid-crisis-worsens-fda-attacks-safe-alternativeused-by-millions/article/2649760
38 Ibid.
39 Melendez, S. (2018, February 09). Scientists Warn Trump: FDA's War On A Plant Could Worsen Opioid Crisis. Retrieved March 06, 2018, from https://www.fastcompany.com/40529201/scientists-warn-trump-fdas-war-on-kratomplant-could-worsen-opioid-crisis
36
37
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Trump Administration Says It Is 'Concerned' About
Opioid Crisis That 'Exploded' Under Obamacare
On February 21, President Trump’s Council of Economic Advisers
(“CEA”) released a report on the administration’s plan to
downsize the Affordable Care Act (“ACA”). The report criticizes
the health policy for its focus on expanding insurance coverage
and notes that the approach was ineffective in preventing
further decline in life expectancy. According to the CEA, “This
Administration is focused on reversing the harm caused by the
ACA by fostering competition, choice, and innovation while
also addressing the many factors beyond insurance that
influence health.”
The CEA report also associates the escalation of the opioid crisis
to the law’s passage, stating “The Administration is particularly
concerned about the opioid crisis that exploded during the
ACA expansion.” Republicans have expressed their views on the
possible link between increased opioid-related deaths and the
implementation of ACA.40 In a January report titled “Drugs for
Dollars: How Medicaid Helps Fuel the Opioid Epidemic”
released by Senator Ron Johnson, Chair of the Homeland
Security and Governmental Affairs Committee, the senator
highlights Medicaid’s role in worsening the opioid crisis.
Johnson’s report details cases of Medicaid fraud which involve
activities ranging from selling opioids obtained through
Medicaid to fraudulent Medicaid reimbursement. It notes that
Medicaid has contributed to the opioid crisis by creating
profitable incentives to “abuse and sell dangerous drugs”. This
report also finds that the number of criminal defendants
charged for inappropriately obtaining prescription opioids by
misusing Medicaid increased 18 percent in the four years after
Medicaid expansion. Johnson’s report further suggests that

Medicaid is connected to opioid misuse, stating “Drug overdose
deaths per one million people are rising nearly twice as fast in
expansion states as non-expansion states, while opioid-related
hospital stays paid for by Medicaid massively spiked after
expansion.”41
On the other hand, health policy researchers Andrew
Goodman-Bacon and Emma Sandoe report there is little
evidence that expanding Medicaid caused or exacerbated
the opioid crisis and argue such claims are not credible. The
authors note that some politicians use the increase in opioidrelated deaths in Medicaid expansion states to justify plans to
cut federal Medicaid despite the fact that Medicaid provides
significant resources for opioid use disorder treatment.
Goodman-Bacon and Sandoe reject the view that Medicaid
worsened the opioid epidemic by allowing Medicaid recipients
more opioid prescriptions compared to non-recipients. They
argue that this fact only demonstrates the scale of disability and
chronic illness among Medicaid recipients, who are more likely
to suffer from conditions that require pain treatment, and state
that “a cross-sectional relationship between Medicaid
coverage and opioid use does not mean there is necessarily a
causal connection”. Additionally, Goodman-Bacon and
Sandoe claim the opioid epidemic broke out decades before
Medicaid expansion, refuting any claim that “Medicaid
expansion is largely responsible for starting the epidemic.”
Opioids have been used for acute pain treatment since before
the 20th century. Opioid use and death rates increased rapidly
after the development of OxyContin in 1996. Drug-related
death rates also increased two fold between 1999 and 2013,
prior to Medicaid expansion in most states. Furthermore, the
authors note that the upward trend from 2010 to 2015 in drugrelated mortality rates in expansion states compared to non-

Bryan, B. (2018, February 22). Trump administration says its concerned about opioid crisis that exploded under Obamacare. Retrieved March 06, 2018, from https://www.businessinsider.in/Trump-administration-says-itsconcerned-about-opioid-crisis-that-exploded-under-Obamacare/articleshow/63021730.cms
41 U.S. Senate Committee on Homeland Security & Governmental Affairs. (2018, January 17). Chairman Johnson Releases Report on How Medicaid Has Helped to Fuel the Opioid Epidemic. Retrieved March 06, 2018, from
https://www.hsgac.senate.gov/media/majority-media/chairman-johnson-releases-report-on-how-medicaid-has-helped-to-fuel-the-opioid-epidemic40

© 2018 Lumina Analytics, LLC. No claim to original U.S. Government Works or cited materials.

15

expansion states started in 2010, four years before Medicaid
expansion.42
As the debate continues, the ACA’s role in the opioid crisis
should be analyzed using credible data, interpreted and
presented without bias, while taking into account the fact that
correlation does not necessarily indicate causation.
Policymakers need to consider potential, serious consequences
of cutting Medicaid such as limiting access to medication for
patients suffering from severe pain. Policymakers should
continue to work with public health experts to create practical
solutions surrounding prevention, treatment, and interdiction for
curbing the opioid epidemic.

42

Goodman-Bacon, A., & Sandoe, E. (2017). Did Medicaid Expansion Cause The Opioid Epidemic? There’s Little Evidence That It Did. Health Affairs. doi:10.1377/hblog20170823.061640
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Alerts Log
February 5, 2018 – March 4, 2018
Dems Discuss: The opioid crisis is tearing Ohio apart, and
medical marijuana could bring it back together | The Post
While the opioid crisis has had great impact in Ohio, the state
has already taken a step in the right direction. Prescription
painkillers, such as Percocet and Vicodin, have left many
Ohioans addicted to powerful opioids. In 2016, the Ohio state
legislature legalized marijuana for medical purposes. Medical
marijuana is an effective tool for pain management and does
not cause addiction. The law allows marijuana dispensaries,
where patients can fill their prescriptions, to be set up across the
state. The state permits edibles, oils, vaporization, and patches,
but does not allow for smokable marijuana. This offers an
additional method for Ohioans to get the pain medicine they
need. Moreover, the Ohio legislature has added strict
regulations to prevent the average Ohioan from obtaining
medical marijuana for non-medical purposes. There are only 21
qualifying conditions for medical marijuana; the most common
qualifying condition listed is “chronic pain.”
Williams, Bailey. (2018, February 4). Dems Discuss: The opioid crisis
is tearing Ohio apart, and medical marijuana could bring it
back
together.
Retrieved
from
http://www.thepostathens.com/article/2018/02/opioidepidemic-ohio-marijuana
New act concerning opioid crisis brings the issue into focus for
ASU students - The State Press
Arizona Governor Doug Ducey signed the legislation Arizona
Opioid Epidemic Act aimed at addressing the opioid epidemic
in Arizona. The Act focuses on young people struggling with
opioid addiction. The law, which reforms several aspects of drug
© 2018 Lumina Analytics, LLC. No claim to original U.S. Government Works or cited materials.

enforcement and treatment in Arizona, will limit opioid
prescriptions, increase training and access to naloxone, and
introduce a Good Samaritan law that protects those who report
overdoses to authorities. The National Center on Addiction and
Substance Abuse reported that nine out of 10 people with
substance issues started using by the age of 18. A portion of the
Arizona Opioid Epidemic Act is addressing young adults who
use drugs and battle addiction.
Giuliano, Tina. (2018, February 4). New act concerning opioid
crisis brings the issue into focus for ASU students. Retrieved from
http://www.statepress.com/article/2018/02/sppolitics-opioidcrisis-reaches-asu
Data: Opioid epidemic driving more children into foster care San Francisco Chronicle
According to the 2018 Kids Count Data Book released by the
Indiana Youth Institute, the number of children removed from
homes and placed in foster care due to parental drug use is
rising in Indiana. A recent report from the Department of Health
and Human Services showed a spike in fatalities resulting from
child maltreatment. According to the report, Indiana's child
maltreatment death toll more than doubled from 34 in 2015 to
70 in 2016. The Indiana Youth Institute found that, in 2016, more
than 50 percent of children removed from homes by the state
Department of Child Services (DCS) was due to parental drug
or alcohol abuse. The institute officials further stated that the
number increased to nearly 60 percent for 2017. The institute's
president and CEO Tami Silverman said that DCS workers
confirmed the link between opioid use and removing children
from homes.
Data: Opioid epidemic driving more children into foster care.
(2018,
February
5).
Retrieved
from
http://www.sfchronicle.com/news/article/Data-Opioidepidemic-driving-more-children-into-12552422.php
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Jeff Sessions to visit Tampa to talk about opioid epidemic |
Tampa Bay Times
The United States Attorney General Jeff Sessions is visiting
Tampa, Florida to talk about the opioid epidemic while
lawmakers consider ways to address the crisis. Sessions will
address drug trafficking and the opioid epidemic during a
midday appearance at the United States Attorney's Office in
Tampa. The visit comes as Florida lawmakers and Governor Rick
Scott consider steps to try to reduce opioid addiction and
overdoses that have plagued the state in recent years. The state
Senate Rules Committee is scheduled to take up SB 8, a bill, filed
by Rules Chairwoman Lizbeth Benacquisto, that would make a
series of changes aimed at ending the epidemic.
Jeff Sessions to visit Tampa to talk about opioid epidemic. (2018,
February
05).
Retrieved
from
http://www.tampabay.com/floridapolitics/buzz/2018/02/06/jeff-sessions-to-visit-tampa-to-talkabout-opioid-epidemic/
West Virginia governor taking new approach to opioid epidemic
| Local News | times-news.com
West Virginia Governor Jim Justice announced a pilot program
that will help the state address the opioid epidemic. Justice
introduced Michael Brumage as West Virginia’s new director of
the Department of Health and Human Resource's (“DHHR”)
Office of Drug Control Policy, which fights substance abuse.
Brumage currently serves as the executive director and health
officer for the Kanawha-Charleston Health Department and
health officer for Kanawha and Putnam counties. Justice
announced a partnership between the DHHR and West Virginia
University (“WVU”) to implement the pilot program. He said that
Brumage will orchestrate a coordinated effort with WVU to help
address the drug problem. Two counties will also be part of the
pilot program. He said that one will likely be Wyoming County
and the second will be a more populated county, either in the
Eastern Panhandle or in the northern part of the state. Justice
© 2018 Lumina Analytics, LLC. No claim to original U.S. Government Works or cited materials.

further said that WVU and the DHHR will work with the
Department of Military Affairs and Public Safety as part of initial
steps to stop the flow of drugs into the state.
Lannom, Andrea. (2018, February 5). West Virginia governor
taking new approach to opioid epidemic. Retrieved from
http://www.times-news.com/news/local_news/west-virginiagovernor-taking-new-approach-to-opioidepidemic/article_c7839263-f771-5c9a-b34e-49beb9815fc0.html
Kuster Introduces the Respond NOW Act to Provide Resources to
Tackle the Opioid Epidemic | Congresswoman Ann McLane
Kuster
Congresswoman Annie Kuster, the founder and co-chair of the
Bipartisan Heroin Task Force, introduced the Respond NOW Act
to provide resources to tackle the opioid crisis. Kuster’s
legislation would provide critical resources to those on the
frontlines of the opioid epidemic. The legislation created a $25
billion Opioid Epidemic Response Fund to provide $5 billion
annually over five years for numerous key activities involving the
Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration
(“SAMHSA”), the Centers for Disease Control (“CDC”), and the
National Institutes of Health (“NIH”). The funding includes $18.5
billion for SAMHSA grants to states, particularly targeted at
expanding Medication-Assisted Treatment; $2.5 billion for
critical CDC initiatives such as Expanding and Strengthening
Evidence-Based Prevention and Education Strategies; and $250
million to support the Child Abuse Prevention and Treatment
Act. Further, the force successfully pushed for the inclusion of $1
billion in funding as part of the 21st Century Cures Act to address
the opioid epidemic. The force also helped pass 14 bills which
were signed into law as part of the Comprehensive Addiction
and Recovery Act (“CARA”).
Kuster Introduces the Respond NOW Act to Provide Resources
to Tackle the Opioid Epidemic. (2018, February 6). Retrieved
from
https://kuster.house.gov/media-center/press-

18

releases/kuster-introduces-the-respond-now-act-to-provideresources-to-tackle-the

funding for research at the national level for pain management
alternatives to opioids.

Ocala: Police announce amnesty, opioid epidemic | WFTV
Florida’s Ocala city police announced an amnesty program to
fight the opioid epidemic. Through the new amnesty program,
addicts will be offered help instead of being arrested. Ocala
Police Chief Greg Graham said that if addicts bring drugs to the
department, the police will take and destroy the drugs and
addicts will not be arrested or charged. Graham explained that
the department hopes the initiative will help stop the opioid
problem.

Hewitt, Elizabeth. (2018, February 6). Scott urges Congress to
expand opioid addiction treatment under Medicare. Retrieved
from
https://vtdigger.org/2018/02/06/scott-urges-congressexpand-opioid-addiction-treatment-medicare/

Price, Myrt. (2018, February 6). Ocala police announce amnesty
program to fight opioid epidemic. Retrieved from
http://www.wftv.com/news/local/ocala-police-announceamnesty-program-to-fight-opioid-epidemic/695121323
Scott urges Congress to expand opioid addiction treatment
under Medicare - VTDigger
Vermont Governor Phil Scott and members of his administration
encouraged lawmakers in Congress to consider expanding
Medicare to cover opioid addiction services. According to the
Vermont Department of Health, there were 106 opioid-related
deaths in 2016 in the state. Preliminary data suggests a similar
number of deaths in 2017. Vermont is seeking to expand
Medicare’s coverage of opioid addiction treatment in the
state. Governor Scott and Human Services Secretary Al Gobeille
appeared before a subcommittee of House Ways and Means
to testify on Vermont’s experience fighting the opioid crisis. They
told the committee loosening restrictions that currently bar the
Medicare program from covering substance abuse services, like
those offered through Vermont’s hub and spoke system, could
help fight the opioid crisis. Governor Scott also said that there
are other changes Vermont would like to see, including
adjusting billing practices to allow addiction screening to be
used more widely, eliminating a Medicaid regulation that caps
beds in some residential treatment facilities at 16, and more
© 2018 Lumina Analytics, LLC. No claim to original U.S. Government Works or cited materials.

State denies application for methadone clinic to open in St. Cha
- KMOV.com
The state of Missouri denied the application for New Season, a
planned opioid addiction treatment center. The methadone
clinic was supposed to be opened in a strip mall in St. Charles
County. For months, neighbors voiced concerns about the
location as it was across the street from a daycare and next to
homes. The neighbors are not against the clinic, but the
location. They gathered a petition with more than 200
signatures. St. Charles County and St. Charles City penned
resolutions requesting relocation and asked the Department of
Mental Health to deny the application. The Department of
Mental Health denied the application for certification.
Zotos, Alexis. (2018, February 06). State denies application for
methadone clinic to open in St. Charles County. Retrieved from
http://www.kmov.com/story/37434273/state-deniesapplication-for-methadone-clinic-to-open-in-st-charles-county
Poll: America divided on Trump administration's response to
opioid crisis
According to a poll conducted by Politico and Morning Consult,
voters are split on whether federal efforts addressing the opioid
crisis have been successful. The poll held from February 1 to 4
involved 1,985 registered voters. Thirty-eight percent of the
voters said the Trump administration's response to the public
health emergency declaration for the opioid crisis was sufficient,
thirty-six percent said it was not, and twenty-six percent had no
opinion on the subject. Forty percent of Republican voters and
thirty-nine percent of Democrat voters found the response to be
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sufficient. Hogan Gidley, White House deputy press secretary,
said the declaration of a public health emergency signifies
President Donald Trump's prioritization of the issue.
Zimmerman, Brian. (2018, February 7). Poll: America divided on
Trump administration's response to opioid crisis. Retrieved from
https://www.beckershospitalreview.com/opioids/poll-americadivided-on-trump-administration-s-response-to-opioid-crisis.html
UI takes action against opioid epidemic
The University of Iowa (“UI”) started an initiative to raise
awareness about opioid-related deaths. According to the UI
College of Public Health, prescription opioid deaths in Iowa
have quadrupled in the past 20 years. In order to spread
awareness for and improve the initiative, the university is
searching for ideas to minimize the effects of the opioid
epidemic through a brainstorming session called “Ideas Lab.”
The Office of the Vice President for Research and Economic
Development is partnering with the College of Public Health, the
Human Resources Office of Organizational Effectiveness, and
the Institute for Clinical and Translational Science to organize
the initiative at the university to fight the epidemic. Aaron Kline,
a research development coordinator in the UI Research Office,
said that Ideas Lab will include a variety of staff members and
faculty who will discuss potential solutions to the epidemic.
According to Chris Buresh, a UI Clinical Professor of Emergency
Medicine, the goal is to get people across the university aware
and involved in the initiative.
Rakofsky, Hannah. (2018, February 7). UI takes action against
opioid
epidemic.
Retrieved
from
http://dailyiowan.com/2018/02/07/ui-takes-action-against-opioidepidemic/
W.Va. AG calls for more troopers to help fight opioid crisis
West Virginia Attorney General Patrick Morrisey called for more
troopers to help fight the opioid epidemic. Morrisey said that a
full overnight shift on the state's highways is important to law
© 2018 Lumina Analytics, LLC. No claim to original U.S. Government Works or cited materials.

enforcement’s efforts against the opioid epidemic. Morrisey
called for 150 more state troopers and 50 more investigators to
help stem the flow of illegal drugs fueling the state's addiction
crisis. Morrisey is also urging a three-day limit on initial painkiller
prescriptions. Several state lawmakers and Governor Jim Justice
are also advocating limits. Further, Morrisey is calling for a drug
investigation unit within the attorney general's office, requiring
doctors to check the state's drug-monitoring database with
every opioid prescription, and legal protections for doctors who
decline requests for pain medications.
W.Va. AG calls for more troopers to help fight opioid. (2018,
February 7). Retrieved from https://www.policeone.com/druginterdiction-narcotics/articles/470687006-W-Va-AG-calls-formore-troopers-to-help-fight-opioid-crisis/
Whitehouse Applauds Opioid Addiction Treatment Funding in
Budget Deal
U.S. Senator Sheldon Whitehouse applauded the significant
federal investment to fight the opioid crisis included in a
tentative federal budget. The recently announced budget
proposal includes an agreement to provide $6 billion in federal
funding for programs to curb addiction.
Whitehouse Applauds Opioid Addiction Treatment Funding in
Budget
Deal.
(2018,
February
7).
Retrieved
from
https://www.whitehouse.senate.gov/news/release/whitehouse
-applauds-opioid-addiction-treatment-funding-in-budget-deal
Amid opioid crisis, VA hospital moves from medication to
meditation
The Veterans Integrated Pain Center at McGuire Veterans
Medical Center in Richmond, Virginia, is moving from
medication to meditation to fight opioid addiction. McGuire is
in its fourth year of the program that provides veterans an
alternative to painkillers. The program includes techniques
varying from acupuncture to biofeedback and focuses on
breathing techniques and stress management. According to
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physical therapist Elmer Leigh, these techniques change a
person’s brain and nervous system and help them manage
stress and pain much better. Doctor Tim Hudson, Medical
Director of the Veteran Integrative Pain Center said the success
of the program is in teaching veterans to address their stress.
Norwood, Jasmine. (2018, February 8). Amid opioid crisis, VA
hospital moves from medication to meditation. Retrieved from
http://wtvr.com/2018/02/08/amid-opioid-crisis-va-hospitalmoves-from-medication-to-meditation/
City 'Safe Stations' open for opioid addiction treatment
Officials of Providence, RI report that one person has sought
treatment since the city launched a program to connect
people suffering from opioid addiction to recovery centers. On
January 2, Providence became the first city in the state to offer
Safe Stations at all 12 firehouses. A similar program was
launched in Nashua and Manchester, New Hampshire. Under
the program, people seeking to recover from opioid addiction
can go to a fire station at any time for firefighters to conduct a
medical evaluation before sending them to The Providence
Center's Anchor Recovery program. The officials estimate the
city will witness up to four people a day seeking treatment. The
programs received $300,000 through state and federal grants.
City 'Safe Stations' open for opioid addiction treatment. (2018,
February
8).
Retrieved
from
http://www.newsobserver.com/news/article199018544.html
Fighting opioid crisis: Milwaukee Fire Departments offering prepaid envelopes for leftover pills
Local firefighters of the Milwaukee Fire Department, Milwaukee,
Wisconsin are working to fight opioid addiction in their
neighborhoods. The department announced its involvement in
a drug take-back program. The department will help get rid of
old or unused prescription drugs in a confidential manner. The
thirty fire stations in the city will keep pre-paid and preaddressed envelopes ready for drug disposal. The public can
© 2018 Lumina Analytics, LLC. No claim to original U.S. Government Works or cited materials.

put the medications in the envelopes in the privacy of their
homes, drop them at a mailbox, and send them. The
medications are collected, sorted, and disposed safely.
Chronis, Kasey. (2018, February 8). Fighting opioid crisis:
Milwaukee Fire Departments offering pre-paid envelopes for
leftover
pills.
Retrieved
from
http://fox6now.com/2018/02/08/fighting-opioid-crisismilwaukee-fire-departments-offering-pre-paid-envelopes-forleftover-pills/
Opioid Crisis Forum Held In Shreveport
A public forum on the opioid crisis was held by the Community
Foundation of North Louisiana and the Council on Alcoholism
and Drug Abuse. Four experts discussed various aspects of
addiction before a large audience at the Robinson Film Center,
in Shreveport, Louisiana. Topics for the discussion included
pharmacological issues, history of addiction, family and social
dynamics influencing addictive behaviors, and the current
resources available to addicted persons. According to Bill Rose,
executive director for the Council on Alcohol and Drug Abuse,
the purpose of the event was to raise awareness of local
problems of opioid abuse to a larger crowd. The expert panel
stressed that opioid abuse affects all strata of society. Around
70,000 people die from opioid abuse each year in the country,
which is more than auto fatalities or homicides.
Smith, Chuck. (2018, February 8). Opioid Crisis Forum Held In
Shreveport. Retrieved from http://redriverradio.org/post/opioidcrisis-forum-held-shreveport
Opinion | Hopefully Trump’s Cincy visit brings more attention to
opioid epidemic
President Trump and the First Lady visited the Cincinnati area in
Ohio. The President’s visit focused on the opioid epidemic.
Cincinnati is a city in dire need of assistance and action at the
federal level. While President Trump spoke of his tax bill, Melania
Trump visited the Cincinnati Children’s Hospital Medical Center
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to shed light on the issues of dependent newborns, the unseen
victims of the opioid crisis. Every year, hundreds of infants are
born with Neonatal Abstinence Syndrome (NAS). NAS is
diagnosed in newborns who were exposed to opioids while in
the womb. President Trump has made many promises to help
stem the epidemic.
Lynch, Mounir. (2018, February 9). Opinion | Hopefully Trump’s
Cincy visit brings more attention to opioid epidemic. Retrieved
from
http://www.newsrecord.org/opinion/opinion-hopefullytrump-s-cincy-visit-brings-more-attention-to/article_2696ee680d95-11e8-98a3-e33219b79440.html
Scientists Warn Trump: FDA’s War On A Plant Could Worsen
Opioid Crisis
An FDA report released this week is challenged by a group of
scientists. The report warns against the use of kratom, based in
part on an FDA analysis that emphasized the similarity of kratom
to traditional opioids like heroin and morphine. The FDA
recommends categorizing kratom as a Schedule I drug, which
would prevent scientists from studying its effects. Kratom is
considered by many to be a safe alternative to opioids. Federal
officials say it is a new, untested dietary ingredient. Scientists
have questioned the molecular modeling technique the FDA
used to compare kratom to opioids. In 2014, the FDA issued an
important alert that allowed officials to detain imported dietary
supplements that contained kratom.
Melendez, Steven, (2018, February 9). Scientists Warn Trump:
FDA’s War On A Plant Could Worsen Opioid Crisis. Retrieved from
https://www.fastcompany.com/40529201/scientists-warntrump-fdas-war-on-kratom-plant-could-worsen-opioid-crisis
Summit for employers on opioid crisis to be held Feb. 22
The Haywood County Human Resource Association will host an
Employer’s Summit to address opioid abuse in the workplace in
the county on February 22, 2018. The Association aims to provide
employers in the county with information on resources available
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to combat the opioid epidemic. Speakers from public services,
law enforcement, and medical providers will discuss topics like
screening and prevention, accountability, and improving
employee retention.
Summit for employers on opioid crisis to be held Feb. 22. (2018,
February
9).
Retrieved
from
http://www.themountaineer.com/life/health/summit-foremployers-on-opioid-crisis-to-be-held-feb/article_d65044c20a88-11e8-a0be-b71afe801a03.html
BP Oddo 'accelerating' effort to battle opioid epidemic
Borough President James Oddo of Staten Island, New York,
assembled a panel of experts to explore the borough’s opioid
crisis and find ways to tackle it. The panel of five professors and
specialists will examine public data, comments, and proven
effective practices to fight the opioid epidemic. The group will
produce a report of 10 to 15 high-priority procedures in three
months. Rhode Island Gov. Gina M. Raimondo's initiative to
improve actions of rescue, treatment, recovery, and prevention
of opioid addiction prompted the creation of the panel. Rhode
Island witnessed an eight percent decrease in opioid overdoses
in 2017. The panel Opioid Data Working Group will consult with
the Health Department of the city, the District Attorney Michel
McMahon’s office, the NYPD, the Staten Island Partnership for
Community Wellness, and the Staten Island Performing Provider
System. The Bloomberg American Health Initiative will provide
technical assistance to the panel. The draft report prepared by
the panel will be available to the public for thirty days for
comments. The public can submit their comments
anonymously.
Michel, Clifford. (2018, February 10). BP Oddo 'accelerating'
effort
to
battle
opioid
epidemic.
Retrieved
from
http://www.silive.com/news/2018/02/borough_president_oddo
_wants_b.html
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Lawmaker plans college initiative to combat opioid epidemic
House Speaker Cliff Rosenberger of Ohio has proposed an
initiative to help high school students affected by parental drug
misuse to get to college. The partial plan was presented by
Rosenberger during a news conference in Columbus, Ohio
recently. The students can earn scholarships by volunteering in
their communities. The plan also proposes permitting college
students to earn course credits for mentoring younger students
at risk. The plan is supported by 14 public universities in the state.
Lawmaker plans college initiative to combat opioid epidemic.
(2018,
February
10).
Retrieved
from
http://am1070theanswer.com/news/politics/lawmaker-planscollege-initiative-to-combat-opioid-epidemic
OxyContin maker to stop promoting drug to doctors amid opioid
epidemic - WCBI TV | News Leader - Columbus, Tupelo,
Starkville, North Mississippi
Purdue Pharma, the maker of the world’s top-selling opioid
painkiller OxyContin, said that it will stop marketing opioid drugs
to doctors. The decision came after a demand of lawsuits that
blame the company for helping trigger the current drug abuse
epidemic. Purdue stated that it eliminated more than half of its
sales staff this week and will no longer send sales representatives
to doctors’ offices to discuss opioid drugs. The remaining sales
staff of about 200 will focus on other medications. According to
Dr. Andrew Kolodny, director of opioid policy research at
Brandeis University and an advocate for stronger regulation of
opioid drug companies, Purdue’s decision is helpful, but it will
not make a major difference unless other opioid drug
companies do the same.
Oxycontin Maker To Stop Promoting Drug To Doctors Amid
Opioid Epidemic. (2018, February 10). Retrieved from
https://www.wcbi.com/oxycontin-maker-to-stop-promotingdrug-to-doctors-amid-opioid-epidemic/
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West Virginia calls in National Guard to tackle opioid crisis
West Virginia Gov. Jim Justice described the opioid crisis as a
disaster and called in the National Guard to help tackle the
epidemic in Huntington, West Virginia. Huntington, with double
the national average of overdoses, is known as the overdose
capital of America. Increased overdose in the area is attributed,
in part, to the decline of the coal industry, lack of employment,
and the availability of drugs. Guards will fly Lakota helicopters
on reconnaissance missions, coordinating with local police and
will provide eyes in the sky during busts while serving warrants.
However, the primary role of the guards is to provide technical
and analytical support. U.S. Rep. Evan Jenkins, R-W.V., said this
was a much-needed step to make a dent in the increasing
opioid epidemic.
Leventhal, Rick. (2018, February 10). West Virginia calls in
National Guard to tackle opioid crisis. Retrieved from
http://www.foxnews.com/health/2018/02/09/west-virginiacalls-in-national-guard-to-tackle-opioid-crisis.html
Conway touts new funding targeting opioid crisis - CNNPolitics
White House counselor Kellyanne Conway touted a recently
passed $6 billion boost in funding for prevention and law
enforcement in the fight against opioid misuse. Six billion dollars
were included in the budget agreement President Donald
Trump signed into law. Conway, who has included the opioid
crisis in her policy portfolio, said that the funding will be used for
treatment for opioid addiction, law enforcement, and public
education. Conway said that the funding will help cut down the
supply of drugs and extend help to opioid users.
Watkins, Eli. (2018, February 11). Conway touts new funding
targeting
opioid
crisis.
Retrieved
from
http://edition.cnn.com/2018/02/11/politics/kellyanne-conwayopioid-cnntv/index.html
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FBI encourages use of opioid outreach program - News Burlington County Times - Willingboro, NJ
While the opioid epidemic continues to affect communities
across the country, the Federal Bureau of Investigation (“FBI”) is
reaching out to local communities and schools to offer its
awareness program. Arnold Adams, community outreach
specialist for the agency’s Newark division, said that the agency
put together a film, “Chasing the Dragon: The Life of an Opiate
Addict,” about two years ago. The film has become part of an
outreach effort that includes a curriculum for instructors and
presentations from FBI agents. Adams presented the program
last week at the Herman T. Costello Lyceum Hall to show how
the community could implement it at local schools and
organizations. The documentary, which is the main part of the
presentation, centers on seven individuals who have been
impacted by the epidemic in some way. It includes people
living in jail because of their addiction, those in recovery, and
family members who have lost someone from an overdose. The
documentary has two parts. The first part focuses on how
people get addicted, and the second part focuses on the
consequences of addiction. In the middle, the agents pause to
answer questions and provide additional information. Adams
said that the film can also help parents start a difficult
conversation with their children about addiction.
Kultys, Kelly. (2018, February 11). FBI encourages use of opioid
outreach
program.
Retrieved
from
http://www.burlingtoncountytimes.com/news/20180211/fbiencourages-use-of-opioid-outreach-program
Fairfax County takes unusual approach to fighting opioid crisis
| WTOP
Virginia’s Fairfax County is taking an unusual approach to fight
the opioid crisis. Inmates at the Fairfax County jail are taught to
administer naloxone, the fast-acting opioid overdose reversal
drug. Marissa Farina-Morse from the Fairfax-Falls Church
Community Services Board (“CSB”) claimed that, for the past
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two months, they have been offering training to inmates at the
county’s Adult Detention Center. The CSB provides services to
individuals with mental health, substance abuse, and
intellectual disability needs in Fairfax County. The jail program is
part of the county’s effort to train more people to recognize
opioid overdoses and to expand access to naloxone. FarinaMorse said that the program allows the inmates to start
relationships with treatment providers which may provide them
with resources to get help in the future. Further, Fairfax County
Sheriff’s Office has made it possible for the inmates to receive a
single dose of naloxone in a nasal spray form as they leave the
jail. According to Farina-Morse, the idea is to save more lives by
getting naloxone into as many hands as possible. Farina-Morse
hopes that the training and education could provide a path to
treatment for a person battling addiction.
Stewart, Kathy. (2018, February 11). Fairfax County takes
unusual approach to fighting opioid crisis. Retrieved from
http://wtop.com/fairfax-county/2018/02/fairfax-county-takesunusual-approach-fighting-opioid-crisis/
Maryland Creating Telehealth Service For Treatment Of Opioid
Addiction | OPEN MINDS
During the first week of January, the Maryland Health Care
Commission (MHCC) released a request for proposals (RFP
MHCC 18-012), looking for applicants to implement and test
innovative telehealth service delivery for opioid addiction
treatment. The aim is to optimize medication assisted treatment
(MAT) with buprenorphine and to expand treatment services in
underserved areas of Maryland. Maximum state funding
allocated for the project is $150,000 and applicants must be
prepared to provide a 1:1 match. The MHCC plans to select a
single applicant for a grant of up to $150,000, but reserves the
option to award smaller grants.
Maryland Creating Telehealth Service For Treatment Of Opioid
Addiction.
(2018,
February
11).
Retrieved
from
https://www.openminds.com/market-
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Opioid epidemic is an ongoing crisis and lawmakers are
pushing f - WTVM.com-Columbus, GA News Weather & Sports
While the opioid epidemic is an ongoing crisis in many states
across the nation, opioids caused more than 300,000 deaths
since 2000 in Georgia alone. The Center for Disease Control
(“CDC”) reported that opioids were involved in more than
42,000 overdose deaths in 2016 nationwide. Many officials
pointed to overprescribing as the cause of the opioid crisis.
Georgia's political leaders are working on an effort to save lives
by improving the state's prescription drug monitoring programs.

Two Indiana initiatives aimed at fighting opioid epidemic - The
Argus-Press: State News
Indiana’s Division of Mental Health and Addiction has started
two dependency recovery initiatives to fight the opioid
epidemic. The newly developed Next Level Recovery website
allows patients to find certified addiction treatment providers
throughout the state. It allows individuals to search for inpatient,
outpatient, residential, and opioid treatment providers by
location, treatment options, and the age and gender of
patients served. The division also expects to open a 22-bed
addiction residential treatment unit at Richmond State Hospital
that specializes in opioid use disorder by the end of March.
These initiatives were announced by the division's parent
agency, the Family and Social Services Administration.

Johnson, Mya. (2018, February 11). Opioid epidemic is an
ongoing crisis and lawmakers are pushing for change. Retrieved
from http://www.wtvm.com/story/37475643/opioid-epidemicis-an-ongoing-crisis-and-lawmakers-are-pushing-for-change
Pharmacy board weighs in on plan aimed at curbing opioid
crisis
The Iowa Pharmacy Board claimed that requiring doctors and
pharmacists to use the state's electronic opioid prescription
tracking system will not help curb the opioid addiction
epidemic. A bill introduced by House Republicans would make
it mandatory for doctors and pharmacists to use the Prescription
Monitoring Program (“PMP”), which tracks virtually every time an
opioid painkiller is prescribed. Now, twenty-six states mandate
prescribers use the PMP. The bill would also implement a Good
Samaritan law that would give legal immunity to a person who
calls 911 to report an overdose. Only 45 percent of Iowa
prescribers are registered to use the PMP. The Board of
Pharmacy opposes the mandate and fears prescribers would
view it as a hassle. The board floated new ideas to make the
PMP easier to use and more accessible for prescribers.
Diekneite, Max. (2018, February 11). Pharmacy board weighs in
on plan aimed at curbing opioid crisis. Retrieved from
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2 Indiana initiatives aimed at fighting opioid epidemic. (2018,
February
12).
Retrieved
from
http://www.arguspress.com/news/state_news/article_53701b91-05b1-5519be2e-97cc043cf796.html
Maine awaits new federal funds for opioid crisis | WGME
The House and Senate agreed on a budget deal that ended
the brief government shutdown. Many health initiatives will get
a boost from the deal, including a $6 billion budget targeted to
fight the opioid epidemic. Organizations like the Portland
Recovery Center in Maine could benefit from this fund.
Executive Director Leslie Clark is looking at the details of what
the fund would do for the greater Portland community and for
all of Maine. However, it is unclear how much of the $6 billion will
go to each state and what programs it will fund.
Maslowski, Alexa. (2018, February 12). Maine awaits new federal
funds
for
opioid
crisis.
Retrieved
from
http://wgme.com/news/local/maine-awaits-new-federalfunds-for-opioid-crisis
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Maloney Announces Stop Online Opioid Sales Act |
Congressman Sean Maloney
Representative Sean Patrick Maloney, the United States
Representative for New York's 18th congressional district,
announced the Stop Online Opioid Sales Act to require the Drug
Enforcement Agency (“DEA”) to collect information on online
drug sales and issue an annual report to inform a solution for
combatting the epidemic. Maloney is a leader in the fight on
the heroin and opioid epidemic and also a sponsor of the
Lifesaving Librarians Act and the Keeping Communities Safe
Through Treatment Act. Understanding the extent of the
problem of online drug sales is necessary to provide guidance
on federal resources and law enforcement techniques for
fighting the crisis. Since there is no comprehensive reporting on
the sale of drugs through the internet, the Senate investigated
the issue and prepared a report last month indicating that
Americans acquired $800 million in fentanyl from China alone
over the past two years. Maloney said that his bill will get the
information needed to tackle this problem. The Stop Online
Opioid Sales Act would require the DEA to compile a
comprehensive report on the sale of drugs online within a year
and to continue issuing the annual report. Further, the reports
must include the types and amounts of controlled substances
sold online, the name of each entity or person selling them, and
an estimate of the revenue being generated through these
illegal channels.
Maloney Announces Stop Online Opioid Sales Act. (2018,
February
12).
Retrieved
from
https://seanmaloney.house.gov/media-center/pressreleases/maloney-announces-stop-online-opioid-sales-act
Opioid Manufacturers Paid Millions to Groups That Lobbied for
More Opioid Usage, Senate Investigation Claims
A Senate investigation claimed that major opioid
manufacturers paid millions of dollars to groups that lobbied for
increased opioid usage in the last five years. The Senate
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investigation explored the financial ties between major opioid
manufacturers and advocacy groups working in opioid policy.
The investigation found that many of the advocacy groups may
have played a significant role in the United States opioid
epidemic. Purdue Pharma, Janssen Pharmaceuticals, Mylan,
Insys Therapeutics, and Depomed, the five companies that
produce top opioid products, together paid $8.8 million to 14
organizations that promoted opioid prescription, attempted to
downplay the risk of addiction to opioids, and lobbied against
restrictions on overprescribing. Senator Claire McCaskill (D-Mo.),
who led the Senate investigation, requested information from
the companies on their payments to 14 advocacy groups,
including the American Academy of Pain Medicine, the United
States Pain Foundation, the American Pain Society, and the
Academy of Integrative Pain Management, as well as the sales
and marketing strategies the organizations used to promote
opioid use. Purdue, the maker of OxyContin and the largest
contributor of the five paid $4.1 million over five years. Janssen
paid $465,152 and Mylan made limited payments of $20,250 to
the American Pain Society, solely for its annual conferences.
Delkic, Melina. (2018, February 12). Opioid Manufacturers Paid
Millions To Groups That Lobbied For More Opioid Usage, Senate
Investigation
Claims.
Retrieved
from
http://www.newsweek.com/senate-investigation-opioidmanufacturers-paid-lobby-803850
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The other opioid epidemic: chronic pain patients in need of care
- Philly
Opioid misuse resulted in two epidemics in America. The first is
the increase in instances of addiction and early death from
opioid misuse. The second epidemic causes people, who have
suffered from chronic pain for years, to lose access to needed
medicine. The second epidemic is devastating, but gets far less
attention than opioid abuse. People who are losing access to
needed medicine are in more pain and are unnecessarily
experiencing lowered quality of life. Opioids are double-edged
swords, with possibility for great harm and great benefit. Opioids
are usually very helpful when prescribed carefully to
appropriate patients. There are often no replacements when
the goal is to effectively reduce pain and suffering. It is unlikely
that denying opioids to chronic-pain patients who have no
other options will solve the opioid epidemic.
Cantor, Ira. (2018, February 12). The other opioid epidemic:
Chronic pain patients in need of care. Retrieved from
http://www.philly.com/philly/health/the-other-opioidepidemic-chronic-pain-patients-in-need-of-care-20180212.html
Addiction Resource Company Suggests New Methods For
Opioid Addiction Treatment
According to the National Institute on Drug Abuse ("NIDA"),
Medication-Assisted Therapy (“MAT”) has been proven to be 5062 percent more effective than abstinence-based addiction
treatment programs. Addiction resource company, Stepping
Sober, suggests new methods for opioid addiction treatment. In
order to fight opioid misuse and save lives of those suffering from
addiction, more information must be provided to the public.
Stepping Sober wants to educate the public specifically on the
newer forms of medication-assisted treatment that have been
proven more successful than previously implemented rehab
programs. Stepping Sober is focusing on providing educational
content and treatment advising resources for addiction
patients. Their focus is specifically opioid-pain medications and
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heroin resources. Further, Stepping Sober believes that each
rehabilitation option should offer specialized programs focusing
on the unique needs of clients.
Addiction Resource Company Suggests New Methods For
Opioid Addiction Treatment. (2018, February 13). Retrieved from
http://www.prweb.com/releases/2018/02/prweb15193202.htm
Aptar and Adapt Pharma Donate 5,000 Doses of NARCAN® to
Opioid Crisis Coalitions in Illinois | Aptar Newsroom
Opioid overdoses killed nearly 11,000 people in Illinois over the
past decade and the opioid epidemic continues to take a toll
on the community. Moreover, nearly 2,000 people died of
opioid overdoses in Illinois in 2016 alone, an 82 percent increase
in three years. Aptar and Adapt Pharma donated 5,000 doses
of Narcan Nasal Spray, which can reverse effects of an opioid
overdose, to the State of Illinois and McHenry County to support
community leaders spearheading the fight against the opioid
epidemic. The goal of this initiative is to raise awareness of
substance abuse and to provide life-saving solutions to those
who need it most. A total of 4,000 doses of Narcan were
donated to Illinois Governor Bruce Rauner’s Opioid Overdose
Prevention and Intervention Task Force. One thousand doses
were donated to the McHenry County Substance Abuse
Coalition. The donations were presented to Governor Rauner’s
Task Force in a ceremony at the Chicago Recovery Alliance.
Narcan, the FDA-approved, needle-free nasal spray device,
does not require assembly or specialized training. It can be
easily and quickly administered by anyone, anywhere.
However, Narcan Nasal Spray is not a substitute for emergency
medical care and repeated applications may be necessary.
Aptar and Adapt Pharma Donate 5,000 Doses of NARCAN® to
Opioid Crisis Coalitions in Illinois. (2018, February 13). Retrieved
from http://news.aptar.com/uncategorized/aptar-and-adaptpharma-donate-5000-doses-of-narcan-to-opioid-crisiscoalitions-in-illinois/
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City of Alexandria to Host Community Conversation on Local
Impact of National Opioid Crisis | The Zebra
The consequences of opioid misuse and addiction in
Alexandria, Virginia, are affecting not only those who are
addicted, but also their families, local schools, and
neighborhoods.
Alexandria will host
“A Community
Conversation: Heroin and Other Opioids,” a town hall meeting
focusing on the local impact of the national opioid crisis and
how city programs and services are responding to the
epidemic. The meeting is coordinated by the Opioid Work
Group, which is comprised of representatives from various city
programs and partners including social services, law
enforcement, schools, health providers, and a local coalition.
The group is taking a multidimensional approach to confront the
crisis by focusing on opioid addiction prevention and treatment,
overdose response and recovery, diversion of addicted persons
into treatment, supply reduction, and law enforcement
strategies. The event will also feature a panel of representatives
from city programs and partners to describe the crisis and the
approaches offered to tackle it locally.
City of Alexandria to Host Community Conversation on Local
Impact of National Opioid Crisis. (2018, February 13). Retrieved
from http://thezebra.org/2018/02/13/city-of-alexandria-to-hostcommunity-conversation-on-local-impact-of-national-opioidcrisis/
Cost of U.S. Opioid Epidemic Since 2001 Is $1 Trillion And
Climbing | KAXE
According to a report by Altarum, a nonprofit group that
studied health economy and examined CDC mortality data
through June 2017, the opioid epidemic has cost the United
States more than a trillion dollars since 2001 and may cost
another $500 billion over the next three years. The report states
that the greatest financial cost of the opioid epidemic is the loss
of earnings and productivity. Further, early deaths and
substance misuse disorders also took a toll on local, state, and
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federal government through lost tax revenue. Corey Rhyan, a
senior research analyst with Altarum's Center for Value and
Health Care, claimed that more young people are being
affected as the epidemic moves from prescription opioids to
illicit opioids like heroin and fentanyl. Altarum researchers further
stated that the growth rate in costs between 2011 and 2016 was
double the growth rate of the previous five years and is
projected to keep rising steeply. Congress is considering
spending $6 billion over the next two years to address the
national crisis.
Allen, Greg. (2018, February 13). Cost Of U.S. Opioid Epidemic
Since 2001 Is $1 Trillion And Climbing. Retrieved from
http://kaxe.org/post/cost-us-opioid-epidemic-2001-1-trillionand-climbing#stream/0
Cox Health Foundation Fights Opioid Crisis | OzarksFirst
The Cox Health Foundation is fighting against the opioid crisis in
Branson, Missouri. The foundation, which began an initiative
against the opioid crisis last year, stated that the opioid crisis is
worsening in Taney and Stone counties and the counties are
now treating opioid-related issues on an almost daily basis. This
year, the foundation is offering eligible businesses and those with
business income to receive a 50 percent tax credit in exchange
for their donations. The Project Coordinator for the Substance
Abuse Initiative in Taney and Stone counties, Marietta Hagan,
stated that they will use part of the funds to train doctors in a
specific kind of drug therapy. Cox Health Foundation President,
Lisa Alexander, said that corporations or people with business
income can benefit greatly by donating and receiving a tax
break. Last month, Cox donated Narcan, a popular opioid
antidote, to the Branson Police Department. Their next initiative
is to launch a website where people who have an addiction, or
know someone who does, can visit to get help.
Blair, Chrystal. (2018, February 13). Cox Health Foundation Fights
Opioid
Crisis.
Retrieved
from

28

http://www.ozarksfirst.com/news/cox-health-foundation-fightsopioid-crisis/972306032
Facebook joins effort to fight opioid crisis in New Mexico |
Bradenton Herald
Facebook is launching an effort to help fight the opioid crisis in
New Mexico, a state that has battled heroin addiction for
decades. New Mexico's drug overdose death rate is 25.2 per
100,000 residents while the United States national average is 19.8
per 100,000 residents. Facebook will work with New Mexico
Attorney General Hector Balderas to show Facebook users the
use of its digital tools in combatting addiction. The head of
Facebook's community engagement for the U.S. Southwest,
Ana Martinez, claimed the company's online groups offer
families support and information on fighting addiction. Martinez
said that members of the page started a more intimate forum,
where those impacted by addiction can find comfort and
support. The initiative develops as Facebook prepares to open
a data center in central New Mexico.
Contreras, Russell. (2018, February 13). Facebook joins effort to
fight opioid crisis in New Mexico. Retrieved from
http://www.bradenton.com/news/business/article199841099.ht
ml
Aetna gives $1M grant to N.C. coalition to combat opioid
epidemic - Triangle Business Journal
Aetna Foundation will give a one million dollar grant to the North
Carolina Harm Reduction Coalition (“NCHRC”) for its Rural
Opioid Overdose Prevention Project over two years as part of a
$6 million national program. NCHRC is the first recipient of the
new funding from Aetna to combat the ongoing opioid
epidemic in the United States. The new funding from Aetna was
announced at an event with North Carolina Attorney General
Josh Stein at Addiction Professionals of North Carolina in
downtown Raleigh. NCHRC's Rural Opioid Overdose Prevention
Project provides risk education in Brunswick, Cumberland,
Haywood, Johnston, and Vance counties. It also distributes
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naloxone overdose-reversal kits and works on overdose
prevention policies with law enforcement and health
professionals. According to the North Carolina Department of
Health and Human Services, North Carolina is one of the hardest
hit states by the opioid epidemic, with more than 12,000 North
Carolinians dying from opioid-related overdoses since 1999.
Henderson, Jennifer. (2018, February 14). Aetna gives $1M grant
to N.C. coalition to combat opioid epidemic. Retrieved from
https://www.bizjournals.com/triangle/news/2018/02/14/aetnagives-1m-grant-to-n-c-coalition-to-combat.html
Gov. Dayton, Lawmakers Detail Plan To Combat Opioid
Epidemic
Mark Dayton, Governor of Minnesota, proposed new laws and
major changes to fight the opioid crisis. According to Dayton,
administrators have started taking steps to curb the flow of illicit
opioids and improve treatment options. There has been an 18
percent increase in the number of opioid deaths from 2015 to
2016. Governor Dayton’s action plan would invest $12 million
every year to address opioid misuse, specifically in communities
where addiction is most prevalent. Dave Baker, a Republican
representative, who lost his son to opioid addiction, supported
the governor’s action plan. One of the programs in the action
plan is the Penny-A-Pill stewardship program, which would
require opioid producers to pay a stewardship fee to fund
prevention and treatment initiatives. The program would start in
2021 and is expected to raise $20 million a year.
Gov. Dayton, Lawmakers Detail Plan To Combat Opioid
Epidemic.
(2018,
February
14).
Retrieved
from
http://minnesota.cbslocal.com/2018/02/14/gov-daytonlawmakers-detail-plan-to-combat-opioid-epidemic/
Lawmakers Still Baffled By Opioid Crisis As They Try To Tackle
Addiction
On February 14, lawmakers met at Washington D.C.’s Newseum
at an event sponsored by “The Hill” to discuss the opioid crisis.

29

However, they offered few real solutions to solve the ongoing
epidemic. Democratic Senator Sheldon Whitehouse of Rhode
Island proposed changing Health Insurance Portability and
Accountability Act (HIPPA) laws to weaken privacy provisions to
alert family members of a relative's overdose. Republican
Representative Dave Joyce of Ohio was asked if Congress
discussed the issue of sleeping pill and benzodiazepine misuse.
He claimed lawmakers focused only on pain medications.
Joyce slammed drug companies for advertising opioid products
on television. Surgeon General Jerome Adams said it is
important for healthcare providers to strike a balance between
neglecting their patients and prescribing drugs. He also stressed
the importance of local community leaders’ involvement in
fighting addiction.
Givas,Nick. (2018, February 14). Lawmakers Still Baffled By Opioid
Crisis As They Try To Tackle Addiction. Retrieved from
http://dailycaller.com/2018/02/14/lawmakers-still-baffled-byopioid-crisis-newseum/
Coroners put under pressure by opioid epidemic
The Arkansas Coroner's Association claims the opioid epidemic
is putting a strain on the criminal justice system. The high number
of cases causes a backlog at the Arkansas State Crime Lab.
Nearly 300 people died in Arkansas last year due to an opioid
overdose. Coroners are responsible for determining the cause
of death and reporting to state officials. However, many
coroners are either inundated by the crisis or are uneducated
and are likely maintaining inaccurate records. Incorrect or
improper recording affects funding needed to combat the
opioid crisis. The National Medical Examiner's Association and
the State Coroner's Association recommend that all bodies of
people presumed to have died of a drug overdose be brought
to the State Crime Lab for an autopsy. Kevin Cleghorn, President
of the Arkansas Coroner's Association, said the public can help
the state by checking whether the county coroners are
attending training and sending bodies to the crime lab.
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Retrieved
from
http://www.thv11.com/news/health/coroners-put-underpressure-by-opioid-epidemic/519501077
Dingell, Upton Introduce Bipartisan Bill to Address Opioid
Epidemic, Spur Development of Non-Addictive Pain Medication
U.S. Representatives Debbie Dingell and Fred Upton recently
introduced legislation to address the opioid crisis by spurring
needed research on new, non-addictive pain medications.
According to Dingell, the new legislation ensures that persons
with real medical needs get access to necessary medication.
During Congressional hearings, Dr. Francis Collins, Director of the
National Institutes of Health, suggested the agency be given
more flexibility to partner with companies doing research on
addressing the opioid crisis and other public health threats.
Companion legislation was introduced in the U.S. Senate by
Senators Lamar Alexander and Patty Murray, the Chairman and
Ranking Member of the Senate Committee on Health,
Education, Labor, and Pensions.
Dingell, Upton Introduce Bipartisan Bill to Address Opioid
Epidemic, Spur Development of Non-Addictive Pain
Medication.
(2018,
February
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Retrieved
from
https://debbiedingell.house.gov/media-center/pressreleases/dingell-upton-introduce-bipartisan-bill-address-opioidepidemic-spur
Fulton DA: opioid crisis getting worse
According to the latest statistics presented by the District
Attorney, the opioid crisis continues to plague Fulton County,
Georgia. The high number of opioid-related deaths poses a
major threat to police officers who are often the first to arrive at
the scene. The Office of the District Attorney along with the
Georgia Bureau of Investigation compiled a protective supplies
kit, named “Isaiah’s bag,” to help keep police officers safe. The
entire Johns Creek Police Department is expected to receive
the kit within the next 30 days. The District Attorney hopes to get
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enough funding to provide the kits to all law enforcement
officers in Fulton County.
Simms, Claire. (2018, February 15). Fulton DA: opioid crisis getting
worse.
Retrieved
from
http://www.fox5atlanta.com/news/fulton-da-opioid-crisisgetting-worse
Now Republicans Are Blaming Sanctuary Cities for the Opioid
Epidemic
Republicans in Congress are now blaming undocumented
immigrants for the country’s opioid crisis. GOP lawmakers at a
hearing on Capitol Hill claimed that so-called sanctuary-city
policies are instigating the drug epidemic. Sanctuary cities are
places that restrict local law enforcement’s involvement with
federal Immigration and Customs Enforcement officials in
deporting undocumented immigrants. Many Republicans are
against sanctuary city policies. Republicans in a hearing held in
January argued that the expansion of Medicaid under
Obamacare was worsening the opioid epidemic. Democrats at
the hearing criticized the premise of the hearing, stating there is
no factual basis for connecting sanctuary city policies with the
opioid crisis.
Laurie, Julia. (2018, February 15). Now Republicans Are Blaming
Sanctuary Cities for the Opioid Epidemic. Retrieved from
https://www.motherjones.com/politics/2018/02/nowrepublicans-are-blaming-sanctuary-cities-for-the-opioidepidemic/
State of State: Sununu spotlights schools, opioid crisis, more
An optimistic State of the State address was delivered by New
Hampshire Governor Chris Sununu, calling on lawmakers to build
upon the progress made in education, regulatory reform,
fighting the opioid epidemic, and other areas. Sununu cited
fewer regulations, lower taxes, and increased opportunities for
education as the highlight of his first year of tenure. Latest data
shows New Hampshire ranked third in the country in opioid
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overdose death rates. Sununu urged businesses to take a better
role in curbing opioid misuse and connecting workers to
treatment. He also urged lawmakers to add victims’ rights to the
state constitution, expand services for neglected and abused
children, and pass a bill for regulatory reform. A regulatory
reform steering committee was also appointed to conduct indepth reviews of state regulations and recommend changes.
Rammer, Holly. (2018, February 15). State of State: Sununu
spotlights schools, opioid crisis, more. Retrieved from
http://www.fosters.com/news/20180215/state-of-state-sununuspotlights-schools-opioid-crisis-more
TBI director: More resources needed to tackle opioid crisis
According to the Tennessee Bureau of Investigation (TBI)
Director Mark Gwyn, fighting the opioid crisis in Tennessee will
require more agents. Gwyn said on February 14 that Governor
Bill Haslam’s proposed plan to counter the state’s opioid
problem calls for more law enforcement officials. Governor
Haslam had earlier proposed a multi-million-dollar plan to cut off
access to prescription pills and crack down on drug traffickers.
According to Gwyn, TBI has made major cuts in his 14 years as
director, but an audit from the Tennessee Comptroller’s office in
January found TBI has been overspending on its budget since
2014. Gwyn said TBI is working towards rectifying the problems
found in the audit.
Arradondo, Briona. (2018, February 15). TBI director: More
resources needed to tackle opioid crisis. Retrieved from
http://www.wsmv.com/story/37509224/tbi-director-moreresources-needed-to-tackle-opioid-crisis
Use as directed: Multiple organizations are fighting Utah
County's opioid epidemic
MountainStar Healthcare, Intermountain Healthcare, Wasatch
Mental Health, and the Utah County Department of Drug and
Alcohol Prevention and Treatment jointly announced at a press
conference their partnership for promoting Use Only as
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Directed, the opioid prevention program of Utah, to help
eliminate opioid-related deaths in the community. According to
the Utah Department of Health, Utah County is one of the top
five in the state for emergency department visits for opioid
misuse or overdose. Under the program, messages will be
posted in Mental Health Clinics with questions the patients
should ask doctors about opioids, encouraging patients to look
for alternative pain relief methods and safely dispose of unused
medications. The partnership program also includes changing
the perception of pain treatment and informing patients that
they should not expect to be pain free following a surgery.

Dangers of Illegal Fentanyl: Opioid Epidemic Growing Statewide
Attorney General Marty Jackley of South Dakota presented a
bill that would strengthen drug laws, after four overdose deaths
occurred in the state. Two inmates at the Minnehaha County
Jail nearly died from an opioid overdose earlier this month.
Presently, there is no legal limit on prescribing fentanyl, which is
100 times more powerful than morphine. Officials say fentanyl is
prescribed based on the patient’s tolerance and the lowest
possible dose is to be prescribed. South Dakota averages 40
opioid overdose deaths every year. There was a spike in 2016
with 51 deaths.

Dodson, Braley. (2018, February 15). Use as directed: Multiple
organizations are fighting Utah County's opioid epidemic.
Retrieved
from
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Griffith, Nicole. (2018, February 16). Dangers of Illegal Fentanyl:
Opioid Epidemic Growing Statewide. Retrieved from
http://www.kdlt.com/2018/02/16/dangers-illegal-fentanylopioid-epidemic-growing-statewide/

Correction: Opioid Crisis-New Mexico story
New Mexico joins several states in studying whether addiction
and opioid overdose deaths can be curbed by establishing
clinics where addicts can gain access to pharmaceuticalgrade heroin and other opioids under medical supervision. The
legislature cleared the way for an interim panel of lawmakers to
take testimony on the possibility of using clinics that would
administer the drugs for long-term heroin users who have been
unresponsive to other treatments. Similar treatment programs
have been implemented in Canada, Australia, and around
Europe. Philadelphia, Seattle, and San Francisco also plan to
establish such safe injection sites later this year. According to
Representative Deborah Armstrong, who proposed the
measure, New Mexico could serve as a model if a state program
were to be formulated.
Correction: Opioid Crisis-New Mexico story. (2018, February 16).
Retrieved
from
http://www.kansas.com/news/article200214249.html
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Gov. Raimondo announces new effort to combat opioid
epidemic
Rhode Island Governor Gina Raimondo announced on
February 16 that she is planning a new effort to expand and
improve support for babies born with opioid dependence and
new parents in recovery. A 61 percent decrease in postincarceration overdose deaths was revealed in a new study
published in the Journal of the American Medical Association.
The National Governors Association has chosen Rhode Island as
one of five “learning lab” states to develop a method for
reducing neonatal abstinence syndrome (NAS). The rate of
babies born with NAS in the state has doubled from 2005 to 2016.
The new plan will help Rhode Island learn from successful efforts
implemented in Ohio.
Doiron, Sarah. (2018, February 16). Gov. Raimondo announces
new effort to combat opioid epidemic. Retrieved from
http://wpri.com/2018/02/16/gov-raimondo-announces-neweffort-to-combat-opioid-epidemic/
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In the Opioid Crisis, Military Research May Protect Citizens and
Warfighters
According to researcher Michael Feasel, Ph.D., of the United
States Army’s Edgewood Chemical Biological Center, the drug
carfentanil, which is 10,000 times more potent than morphine,
poses a risk to both civilians and warfighters. Carfentanil, a
powerful opioid developed as a tranquilizer for use on large
animals, is now part of the illicit drug trade. Feasel, with support
from the Defense Threat Reduction Agency’s Chemical and
Biological Technologies Department, is doing research on
treating exposure to this easily obtained drug. Feasel is working
to understand the effects of carfentanil at cellular and systemic
levels. His work will help determine the dosage of naloxone
needed to resuscitate casualties from carfentanil exposure.
Feasel was named one of the “Talented 12” by Chemical &
Engineering News because of his research. Feasel’s
groundbreaking research not only helps the Department of
Defense in protecting the nation and warfighters from emerging
chemical weapons but also has broader applicability to the
White House initiative for the war on opioids.
In the Opioid Crisis, Military Research May Protect Citizens and
Warfighters.
(2018,
February
16).
Retrieved
from
http://science.dodlive.mil/2018/02/16/in-the-opioid-crisismilitary-research-may-protect-citizens-and-warfighters/
Opioid epidemic creates need for foster families in Manatee
and Sarasota
The Safe Children Coalition in Sarasota and Manatee counties,
Florida, needs to recruit 100 foster families for kids who have
opioid-addicted parents. The coalition has launched a
campaign to recruit foster families for child victims of opioid
misuse. According to the agency, 75 percent of its foster kids are
children removed from their homes due to their parents’ drug
misuse. Kids stay with foster families for up to 12 months. The
majority of these children move back to their own families. The
rest find a new family. Foster families are given training to work
© 2018 Lumina Analytics, LLC. No claim to original U.S. Government Works or cited materials.

with foster children showing opioid withdrawal symptoms. They
are also provided with a monthly stipend, and each child
receives medical insurance through Medicaid.
Mascareñas, Isabel. (2018, February 16). Opioid epidemic
creates need for foster families in Manatee and Sarasota.
Retrieved from http://www.wtsp.com/article/news/opioidepidemic-creates-need-for-foster-families-in-manatee-andsarasota/67-518897796
Taylor offers bond initiative to fix opioid crisis
According to the Ohio Lieutenant Governor Mary Taylor, the
best way to fix Ohio’s opioid crisis is to push for market solutions.
Taylor claimed private investment will be able to provide a
variety of services like treatment facilities, detox centers, and
transitional assistance for those suffering from opioid addiction.
Taylor also proposed a direct care approach as a potential
private solution. The approach works by having patients pay a
flat monthly rate directly to a healthcare provider to gain
access to medical treatment when necessary. This approach
could help solve a wide range of medical problems like mental
health, addiction, and chronic illness.
Ellerbrock, Josh. (2018, February 16). Taylor offers bond initiative
to
fix
opioid
crisis.
Retrieved
from
http://www.limaohio.com/news/286056/taylor-offers-bondinitiative-to-fix-opioid-crisis
Chico police begin carrying opioid overdose reversal kits
California’s Chico police started carrying opioid overdose
reversal kits in their patrol cars. The Chico Police Department
received 41 kits of nasal naloxone, an overdose reversal
medication, through Butte County Public Health, which
received funds through a non-competitive state grant to
establish a naloxone program. Public health officials said that
they received 269 kits of naloxone. The department plans to
team with other county health departments and law
enforcement agencies to further address the opioid epidemic.
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Overdose medication will be used by patrol officers, detectives,
park rangers, community service officers, and members of the
county’s drug task force. The kits will also be available in the
Police Department’s intake area, holding area, and evidence
department. Further, the Police Department will track the use of
its naloxone kits and evaluate the effectiveness of the program.

addiction treatment organization based in New York, is looking
to expand into northern Ohio, including Ravenna. The
organization plans to help individuals with evidence-based
opioid addiction disorders by combining the use of Suboxone
with an 18- to 24-month behavioral therapy regimen. It also aims
to serve rural areas that have limited treatment options.

Byik, Andre. (2018, February 17). Chico police begin carrying
opioid
overdose
reversal
kits.
Retrieved
from
http://www.chicoer.com/health/20180217/chico-police-begincarrying-opioid-overdose-reversal-kits

Merchant, Matthew. (2018, February 17). Opioid treatment
center eyes Ravenna. Retrieved from http://www.recordcourier.com/news/20180217/opioid-treatment-center-eyesravenna

Opioid Epidemic | Editorials | emissourian.com
First responders in a three-county region in Missouri used the
drug Narcan to reverse 159 opioid overdoses from April through
the end of 2017. While the actual use of Narcan in treating
overdoses is probably much higher, the opioid antidote is saving
more lives now that it is being administered by various first
responders, including police officers, sheriff’s deputies, and
firefighters. In the past, ambulance personnel were the only first
responders who carried Narcan. The overall number of
overdoses and deaths in the same three-county region
declined in 2017 compared to 2016. Law enforcement officials
investigated 39 overdoses in 2017, including 13 that were fatal,
in the same region. Despite the improved statistics, the number
of people addicted to heroin and prescription painkillers and
those dying from overdose continue to be a major public health
issue in this area, the state, and the country.

Poster contest aims to raise awareness of opioid epidemic News - The Repository - Canton, OH
The Cleveland Division of the FBI, along with the Cleveland
Division of the DEA, the Northern District of Ohio United States
Attorney’s Office, Robby’s Voice, Westshore Enforcement
Bureau, FBI Cleveland Citizens Academy Foundation, and the
FBI Future Agents in Training are offering a poster contest to raise
awareness of the opioid epidemic. The second annual
“Chasing the Dragon” poster contest focuses on consequences
of using heroin and misuse of prescription opioids. The contest,
along with the documentary entitled, “Chasing the Dragon: the
Life of an Opiate Addict,” are two ways to help raise awareness
of the epidemic. Teens in 7th grade through 12th grade are
invited to create and submit a poster for the contest. The FBI
Cleveland Citizens Academy Foundation will provide prize
money to four winners in each grade category. Further, the
winning posters will likely be displayed in public venues.

Opioid Epidemic. (2018, February 17). Retrieved
http://www.emissourian.com/opinion/editorials/opioidepidemic/article_53757582-1351-11e8-95d3536cc3a32d07.html

from

Opioid treatment center eyes Ravenna
Citizens suffering from opioid addiction in Portage County, Ohio
may soon have an affordable and easy-access resource center
for treatment in Ravenna. Groups, Recover Together, an opioid
© 2018 Lumina Analytics, LLC. No claim to original U.S. Government Works or cited materials.
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CCU student works to bring awareness to opioid epidemic |
WBTW
Sydney Brown, a student at Coastal Carolina University (“CCU”),
South Carolina, wants to bring awareness about the opioid
epidemic in Horry County and help provide resources for those
struggling with addiction. Brown has been researching the
opioid epidemic for the past one and a half years as part of the
Swain Scholars program and has been working with the Horry
County Heroin Coalition. Brown and fellow Swain Scholar Ashley
Lynch are organizing a community awareness event called
Horry Hope. In addition to inviting treatment centers, recovery
organizations, and law enforcement, they plan to unveil a
memorial wall that will display the names and photos of people
who have died due to addiction. She also wants to honor
community members who have worked to overcome their
addiction.
Gebre-Ab, Sina. (2018, February 18). CCU student works to bring
awareness
to
opioid
epidemic.
Retrieved
from
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Five ways Minnesota is tackling the opioid crisis | Duluth News
Tribune
Minnesota has committed nearly $25 million in state and federal
resources to combat the opioid epidemic. Local and state
leaders across Minnesota are pushing for new oversight of
dangerous prescription painkillers that often lead to opioid
addiction. Lawmakers are also pushing for new funding and
allocation of more resources for prevention and treatment
efforts. Due to the increase in opioid deaths, Minnesota initiated
five ways to tackle the opioid crisis. The initiatives include making
new rules and laws to tighten the oversight of prescription and
illegal drugs, limiting prescriptions for the drugs, expanding
successful treatment programs across the state, and providing
more information to parents and young people about the
dangers of prescription opioids.
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Lehigh Valley to join new effort to combat opioid crisis |
lehighvalleylive.com
Pennsylvania’s Lehigh Valley law enforcement is participating in
the Opioid Law Enforcement Task Force, a new federal initiative
to combat the opioid crisis in eastern Pennsylvania. Lehigh
County District Attorney Jim Martin and Northampton County
District Attorney John Morganelli joined prosecutors in
neighboring counties to announce the formation of the force.
The United States Attorney's Office for the Eastern District of
Pennsylvania is spearheading the task force. In addition, the
United States Attorney's Office said that it intends to use
resources from the FBI, the Drug Enforcement Administration, the
IRS, and other federal agencies. The task force will target
transnational smugglers of opioids, medical professional who
unlawfully prescribe drugs, cyber criminals who distribute
opioids through the so-called dark web, and drug traffickers
who are criminally responsible for overdose deaths.
Falsone, Nick. (2018, February 18). Lehigh Valley to join new
effort
to
combat
opioid
crisis.
Retrieved
from
http://www.lehighvalleylive.com/news/index.ssf/2018/02/lehig
h_valley_to_partake_in_ne.html
Opioid crisis carries local societal costs as well | News, Sports,
Jobs - Journal News
According to the Berkeley County community recovery services
coordinator Kevin Knowles, the estimated $8.8 billion West
Virginia spent on fighting opioid addiction can also be
calculated into regional dollars and cents. Knowles made the
statement before the Berkeley County Council. A study by the
Washington, D.C-based American Enterprise Institute (“AEI”)
also states that West Virginia faces the highest per-capita fiscal
burden of $4,793 per resident due to the opioid crisis. Maryland
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ranked the second highest burden of $3,366 per person and
Nebraska had the lowest of $465 per resident. In calculating its
state-by-state opioid cost figures, the AEI study takes into
account the primary and secondary societal costs associated
with opioid addiction. According to the AEI study, West Virginia
earmarks the largest share of its gross domestic product to costs
related to the epidemic. At the county level, Berkeley County’s
estimated population of 113,000 roughly translates into a $5.4
million cost to the state.
Mcconville, Jim. (2018, February 18). Opioid crisis carries local
societal costs as well. Retrieved from http://www.journalnews.net/news/local-news/2018/02/opioid-crisis-carries-localsocietal-costs-as-well/
What's being done to help prevent the opioid epidemic in Utah
More than 20 residents in Utah die every month from opioid
overdose. Dennis Checchini, who lost his son to an overdose, is
now a committed advocate on Utah's Capitol Hill. He shares his
son's story and is speaking about what is done to address the
opioid epidemic. He discussed House Bill 286, the Essential
Treatment and Interaction Act, a groundbreaking bill that gives
all relatives an opportunity to gain legal status in court to help
their adult children with this disease. He also talked about House
Bill 127, the Controlled Substance Database Amendments Act,
and House Bill 366, the Substance Use Disorder Treatment
amendment, both of which he supports.
Mills, Glen. (2018, February 18). What's being done to help
prevent the opioid epidemic in Utah. Retrieved from
http://www.good4utah.com/news/inside-utah-politics/whatsbeing-done-to-help-prevent-the-opioid-epidemic-inutah/974314654
Clinton discussion highlights opioid epidemic impact
A roundtable discussion hosted by Congressman Dave
Loebsack in Clinton, Iowa, highlighted the opioid epidemic’s
impact on the community. Loebsack hosted a discussion of
© 2018 Lumina Analytics, LLC. No claim to original U.S. Government Works or cited materials.

medical and substance misuse professionals with law
enforcement officials and community leaders. Loebsack also
highlighted his proposed legislation that would provide more
funding to states. His bill would provide $4.4 billion a year to
substance misuse programs throughout the country. The
legislation would also provide funding for research and expand
state monitoring. According to Area Substance Abuse Council
(“ASAC”) Prevention Director Leslie Mussmann, treatment is very
important, and they are looking for funding for medicationassisted treatment to treat opioid addiction. The organization is
also looking to distribute Narcan to family members of victims of
opioid use disorder. Mussmann added that a crucial part of their
prevention approach is education.
Loging, Shawn. (2018, February 19). Clinton discussion highlights
opioid
epidemic
impact.
Retrieved
from
http://www.ourquadcities.com/news/clinton-discussionhighlights-opioid-epidemic-impact/982061474
CRUSH THE CRISIS: Community discusses opioid epidemic KWWL - Eastern Iowa Breaking News, Weather, Closings
A group in Iowa is trying to find a solution to stop the opioid crisis.
Experts say at least 144 people die daily in the United States from
an overdose. The event, 'CRUSH the Crisis: A Community
Discussion on the Opioid Epidemic,' was held at Hawkeye
Community College to start a conversation about how the
community can help eastern Iowans affected by addiction. The
event provided information and options for people suffering
from addiction and also provided support for families. The event
also offered Narcan training and an open discussion about how
to stop the opioid epidemic.
Bailey, Taylor. (2018, February 19). CRUSH THE CRISIS: Community
discusses
opioid
epidemic.
Retrieved
from
http://www.kwwl.com/story/37535005/crush-the-crisiscommunity-discusses-opioid-epidemic
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Donnelly pushes for action to address opioid crisis | News |
flyergroup.com
Joe Donnelly, an Indiana Senator, called for Congress to
continue its work to help combat the opioid epidemic after the
Centers for Disease Control (“CDC”) found that Indiana’s
overdose rate rose significantly. Recently released data from
the CDC show that Indiana’s overdose death rate increased by
28 percent between 2016 and 2017. Indiana had the seventh
largest increase in death rate in the United States. The CDC data
also show between July 2015 and July 2016, 1,383 Iowa residents
died from an overdose. The number increased to 1,767 between
July 2016 and July 2017. Over the last several years, Donnelly led
the fight in the Senate for increased federal resources to
combat the opioid epidemic through prevention, treatment,
and recovery services. Recently, Donnelly helped pass a
bipartisan budget agreement, which allows for $6 billion over
two years toward programs combatting the opioid epidemic.
Also, last month, Donnelly welcomed the United States
Department of Health and Human Services (“HHS”) approval of
Indiana’s Medicaid waiver extension application, which will
allow Indiana to enhance HIP 2.0 with up to $80 million in annual
federal funding to support efforts addressing the opioid crisis.
Donnelly pushes for action to address opioid crisis. (February 19,
2018).
Retrieved
from
http://www.flyergroup.com/news/donnelly-pushes-for-actionto-address-opioid-crisis/article_a2e846b7-1aed-597a-a3023a9493ff9fe3.html
Elizabethtown College to host opioid crisis symposium | ABC27
Pennsylvania’s Elizabethtown College will host a symposium to
discuss the growing opioid crisis in Lancaster County and the
Midstate. The symposium will discuss issues including the science
of addictive drugs, how the crisis is being handled, paths to help
people struggling with addiction, and impacts opioid addiction
has on families. The symposium is free and open to the public.
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Opioid Response Enhancement Act introduced in U.S. Senate |
Health | register-herald.com
Fifteen United States senators have introduced the Opioid
Response Enhancement Act to help states better combat the
opioid epidemic. The bill would expand a grant program
created under the 21st Century Cures Act of 2017 to ensure
states have access to continued and additional funding for the
next five years. In 2017, Congress provided $1 billion over two
years of additional funding for state efforts to combat the opioid
epidemic under the bipartisan 21st Century Cures Act. The
senators argued that this program needs to be funded beyond
2019 so states, localities, and tribal communities have adequate
resources to help prevent and treat substance use disorder and
addiction. The Opioid Response Enhancement Act would
provide an additional investment of $12 billion over five years for
the State Targeted Opioid Response (“STR”) Grant, which
includes a new Enhancement Grant for states that have been
especially hard hit by the epidemic, including those states with
high opioid mortality rates. The Act would also provide an
additional $1.5 billion for the remainder of Fiscal Year 2018 under
new resources made available in the Bipartisan Budget Act of
2018.
Holdren, Wendy. (2018, February 19). Opioid Response
Enhancement Act introduced in U.S. Senate. Retrieved from
http://www.register-herald.com/health/opioid-responseenhancement-act-introduced-in-u-s-senate/article_ff0dfe917afc-5bf3-a117-e38efd525110.html
Recovery specialists talk about solutions to opioid crisis - WAFB
9 News Baton Rouge, Louisiana News, Weather, Sports
Addiction recovery specialists gathered at the First United
Methodist Church (“FUMC”) in Baton Rouge, Louisiana, for the
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"Break Every Chain" event. FUMC wanted to hold the event to
reach out to community members and discuss solutions for the
opioid crisis. Madison Nyquist, a counselor at The Journey Home,
a female recovery center in Denham Springs, said that at the
end of the treatment, they will try to get patients into college
and try to get them a job. She wants patients to be self-sufficient.
Doctor Terry Ellis, a guest speaker who overcame alcohol
addiction and now works as a recovery specialist, said that
when it comes to the opioid crisis the spiritual approach is the
best. He added that the problem is severe and the country
needs to address a number of areas to reach a solution.
Reynold, Robbie. Recovery specialists talk about solutions to
opioid
crisis.
(2018,
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Retrieved
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The opioid epidemic is taking its toll on our legal system
The opioid epidemic has a direct impact on the nation’s justice
system. According to Rob Broussard, the district attorney of
Madison County, Alabama, many cases that go before a judge
are drug-related. In 2016, 11.5 million people misused
prescription opioids and 42,249 people died from overdosing.
Moreover, the economic impact in 2016 was more than 500
billion dollars. Broussard said that his office will continue to press
down on opioid misuse, despite some flaws in the system.
Gallimore, Chase. (2018, Feb 19). The opioid epidemic is taking
its
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Retrieved
from
http://www.rocketcitynow.com/news/the-opioid-epidemic-istaking-its-toll-on-our-legal-system/981847084
Auburn's pharmacy school looking to train community to
combat opioid epidemic
A group within Auburn University’s Harrison School of Pharmacy,
led by Dr. Kimberly Braxton-Lloyd, Assistant Dean in the
Department of Pharmacy Health Services, is working to combat
the opioid epidemic through education and preparation.
© 2018 Lumina Analytics, LLC. No claim to original U.S. Government Works or cited materials.

Braxton-Lloyd and her team are establishing the Naloxone
Rapid Response Program. The program focuses on training and
education in the use of Naloxone, an opioid overdose reversal
medication also known as Narcan, as well as general awareness
of the perils of opioid use. Braxton-Lloyd and her team of
pharmacists and residents provided training seminars for first
responders. The Alabama Department of Public Health also
assisted in providing a limited supply of naloxone for the initial
training of the first responders. In order to grow and expand the
program, Braxton-Lloyd is using Auburn University’s Tiger Giving
Day on Feb. 21 to raise money for more training and education
opportunities. The money will be used to conduct more training
sessions and to produce educational materials, such as posters
and brochures, for communities and areas in need.
Crouch, Matt. (2018, February 20). Auburn’s pharmacy school
looking to train community to combat opioid epidemic.
Retrieved
from
http://ocm.auburn.edu/newsroom/news_articles/2018/02/aub
urns-pharmacy-school-looking-to-train-community-to-combatopioid-epidemic.htm
City Council takes steps to fight opioid epidemic
Indiana’s Bartholomew County passed its first official steps to
create and fund an advisory board to help tackle the opioid
epidemic. The board would be comprised of officials from the
city, county, Columbus Regional Health, and other stakeholders
in determining what projects and programs would benefit from
public funding. Ferdon said that the council also created a nonreverting fund from which money can be drawn for future
projects related to the opioid fight. Mayor Jim Lienhoop also
noted that the city agreed to set aside $250,000 for this
endeavor during last year’s budget negotiations.
City Council takes steps to fight opioid epidemic. (2018,
February 20). Retrieved from http://1061theriver.com/citycouncil-takes-steps-to-fight-opioid-epidemic/
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County legislators eye law declaring opioid epidemic a public
nuisance
Donna Vickman, Joseph Snyder, and John Padlo, three
lawmakers at Cattaraugus County, New York, are proposing a
local law, declaring the opioid epidemic a public nuisance. The
proposal was referred to the Human Services and Finance
committees. Its title is: “A local law declaring the opioid
epidemic and its effects on Cattaraugus County a public
nuisance and further establishing a cost recovery procedure for
the county’s expenses incurred in providing services related to
the opioid epidemic.”
Miller, Rick. (2018, February 20). County legislators eye law
declaring opioid epidemic a public nuisance. Retrieved from
http://www.salamancapress.com/news/county-legislators-eyelaw-declaring-opioid-epidemic-a-publicnuisance/article_38655cb0-1641-11e8-9c7e-87785f1acb2f.html
Eastern to Host Opioid Crisis Seminar | Press Releases | Eastern
Connecticut State University
The Eastern Connecticut State University Health Sciences
Department will host a seminar on the opioid epidemic. In an
effort to build a solid coalition in the Windham region, the event
aims to provide educational opportunities, invoke thoughtful
conversations, and create links between community members
and professionals. The discussion panel, composed of
physicians, law enforcement, and public health professionals,
will consider strategies that can be executed with local partners
to combat the epidemic. There will be a Question and Answer
session with attendees.
Corey, Jordan. (2018, February 20). Eastern to Host Opioid Crisis
Seminar
and
Panel.
Retrieved
from
http://www.easternct.edu/pressreleases/2018/02/20/easternto-host-opioid-crisis-seminar/
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Fatal Opioid ODs Drop for People Treated While Jailed
According to researchers from Brown University, the opioid
addiction treatment program for Rhode Island prison inmates
appears to have significantly reduced overdose deaths among
those who are released. The Rhode Island Department of
Corrections stated that the program, which was launched in
2016 and is the only program of its kind in the United States,
screens all inmates for opioid addiction and provides
medications to treat their addiction. To evaluate the program,
researchers compared overdose deaths among former inmates
during the six-month period prior to the program and the same
period a year later and found a 61 percent decrease in
overdose deaths among former inmates. Moreover, there was
also a 12 percent decrease in overdose deaths statewide. The
study findings suggest that this type of program, combined with
access to treatment after inmates are released, can help
reduce the opioid epidemic across the United States.
According to study co-author, Dr. Josiah Rich, a professor of
medicine and epidemiology at Brown University and Director of
the Center for Prisoner Health and Human Rights at The Miriam
Hospital in Providence, the program reaches an extremely
vulnerable population at an extremely vulnerable time with the
best treatment available for opioid use disorder.
Fatal Opioid ODs Drop for People Treated While Jailed. (2018,
February
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Independence Blue Cross removing cost-sharing requirement
for opioid addiction treatment naloxone
Independence Blue Cross, a health insurer based in
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, announced that the company will
remove member cost sharing for injectable and nasal spray
formulations of naloxone in its move to address the ongoing
opioid epidemic. Naloxone, the drug known by the brand
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name, Narcan, blocks the effects of opioids and reverses an
overdose when administered in time. Naloxone is available in
Pennsylvania without a written prescription. Dr. Richard Snyder,
chief medical officer for Independence Blue Cross and a
member of the mayor's task force, said that by removing a
financial barrier to accessing naloxone, the drug can be made
more readily available and save more lives. He added that
anyone struggling with opioid addiction can get appropriate
treatment, but they have to be alive to take that step.
Independence is one of the first Blue plans in the country to
implement the cost-sharing change. The cost-sharing change
applies only to members who are purchasing Narcan for
themselves or for a covered member. However, the change
does not apply to Evzio, a naloxone auto-injection system.
George, John. (2018, February 20). Independence Blue Cross to
remove cost sharing for opioid addiction treatment Narcan.
Retrieved
from
https://www.bizjournals.com/philadelphia/news/2018/02/20/ib
x-blue-cross-narcam-cost-sharing-opioid-addictio.html

Marylanders weigh in on opioids, state spending, general
assembly
A recent political poll asked Maryland residents about their
views on opioid addiction, state expenditure, ban on youth
tackle football, and the Maryland General Assembly. Eighty-two
percent of those surveyed classified opioid addiction as a major
issue faced by the state. Five percent of those surveyed believe
people can overcome addiction on their own and eighty-one
percent believe those addicted require medical treatment.
Fifty-two percent of survey responders also said they personally
knew someone who was addicted to opioids.
Amara, Kate. (2018, February 21). Marylanders weigh in on
opioids, state spending, general assembly. Retrieved from
http://www.wbaltv.com/article/marylanders-weigh-in-onopioids-state-spending-general-assembly/18439633

$2.7M grant to help pregnant women with opioid use disorders
The 21st Century Cures Act that was signed into law in 2016 by
then-President Barack Obama authorizes giving the states $1
billion over two years to prevent and treat drug abuse. As part
of the federal grant, Dartmouth-Hitchcock Medical Center,
Lebanon, New Hampshire, is getting $2.7 million to provide
screening and treatment for pregnant women with opioid use
disorder. Dartmouth-Hitchcock stated that the grant, which
continues through June 2019, will assist seven maternity care
practices around the state in developing programs to help
pregnant and newly postpartum women.

Saranac Lake treatment center nets $450K
St. Joseph’s Addiction Recovery Center, a Saranac Lake-based
substance abuse treatment facility in New York, received
$450,000 from the state Office of Alcoholism and Substance
Abuse Services. The fund will allow the center to expand their
facility by adding inpatient services, 10-bed detox, and 24/7
access to treatment. Gov. Andrew Cuomo said the funding is
part of the larger $4 million investment in treatment centers
around the state for addicts seeking rehabilitation services. St.
Joseph’s Addiction Recovery Center has clinics in seven towns
and four counties. Arlene González-Sánchez, state Office of
Alcoholism and Substance Abuse Services Commissioner, said
these centers will make notable impact in communities across
the state by ensuring that anyone who needs help with
addiction recovery will receive it right away.

$2.7M grant to help pregnant women with opioid use disorders.
(2018,
February
21).
Retrieved
from
http://www.miamiherald.com/news/politicsgovernment/national-politics/article201250969.html
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Washington senator discusses ways to combat opioid epidemic
Maria Cantwell, the United States Senator from Washington, will
discuss her new legislation to combat Washington State’s
ongoing opioid epidemic. Cantwell will join Spokane Police
Chief Craig Meidl, Spokane County Sheriff Ozzie Knezovich, and
other officials at the Spokane Regional Health District (“SRHD”).
According to a release from Cantwell’s office, Spokane County
has the fourth-highest number of opioid and heroin fatalities in
Washington, with 57 Spokane County residents dying from
opioid and heroin overdoses in 2016. The release further stated
that Cantwell’s Comprehensive Addiction Reform, Education,
and Safety (“CARES”) Act strengthens federal penalties on drug
companies that fail to monitor and report suspicious opioid
distribution practices. The legislation would also increase
transparency for existing federal oversight of opioid
manufacturing and advertising, and help law enforcement
investigations and efforts to reduce drug trafficking.
Sen. Maria Cantwell weighs in on Washington state's opioid
epidemic.
(2018,
February
21).
Retrieved
from
http://www.krem.com/news/sen-maria-cantwell-weighs-in-onwashington-states-opioid-epidemic/521522756
Agency opens new opioid addiction center in South
Philadelphia
CleanSlate, an office-based medication-assisted treatment
program for opioid addiction, opened a new facility in South
Philadelphia. A group of elected officials, community leaders,
and healthcare professionals attended the ribbon-cutting
ceremony at the new center. The centers create treatment
plans tailored to patients' needs. Philadelphia witnessed 1,200
overdose deaths in the past year. The new center will cater to
1,300 patients. There are plans to open a second treatment
center in Port Richmond.
Jones, Ayana, (2018, February 22). Agency opens new opioid
addiction
center
in
South
Phila.
Retrieved
from
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addiction-center-in-south-phila/article_7bd77e5b-0df6-5e3284fe-30f04c8aff37.html
Baker wants US to take more ‘aggressive’ steps on opioid crisis
Gov. Charlie Baker of Massachusetts laid out a series of steps to
be taken by the federal government to target the fight against
the opioid epidemic more aggressively. Baker said pain
management practices and safe prescribing should be
incorporated into medical schools and continuing education
for opioid prescribers should be required. Baker, who is also a
member of President Trump’s opioid commission, said the
federal government’s efforts to fight the crisis should be
increased by strengthening recovery coaches. An opioid bill
that Baker filed in November aims to create a structured
program around recovery coaching.
Lannan, Katie. (2018, February 22). Baker wants US to take more
‘aggressive’ steps on opioid crisis. Retrieved from
http://www.bostonglobe.com/metro/2018/02/22/baker-wantstake-more-aggressive-steps-opioidcrisis/e1a9YoOVQrQSfkEgzPmFfN/story.html
Borrello Proposes Task Force To Combat Opioid Epidemic
George Borrello, Executive of Chautauqua County, New York,
announced a new program to fight the opioid epidemic in the
area at a Community Justice Council meeting in Mayville. The
anti-drug program is named Countywide Alliance for
Enforcement and Rehabilitation (CAER). According to Borello,
the program will try to bring together people to streamline and
make better use of available resources. The program will bring
together law enforcement, education and prevention experts,
healthcare service providers, peer counselling groups, and
rehabilitation professionals. Borello also said the biggest issue
faced by the county is to sustain a qualified workforce, noting
that failing drug tests and being absent from work has led to a
major decline in the county’s workforce. The county needs to
tackle the opioid crisis to have prosperity, economic
development, and to address poverty.
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Patterson, Jordan. (2018, February 22). Borrello Proposes Task
Force To Combat Opioid Epidemic. Retrieved from
http://www.post-journal.com/news/pageone/2018/02/borrello-proposes-task-force-to-combat-opioidepidemic/
Community event focuses on opioid, addiction education
CEO of the John Brooks Recovery Center, Alan Oberman, and
the Atlantic County Sheriff, Eric Scheffler, spoke to over 60
people who attended the program "The Opioid Crisis: What
Everyone Should Know" last week at the Unitarian Universalist
Congregation of the South Jersey Shore in New Jersey. The
program was sponsored by the League of Women Voters of
Atlantic County. Scheffler, who served the Atlantic City Police
Department for 20 years and has a daughter addicted to
opioids, said that people working in law enforcement have one
of the highest rates of suicide and divorce and are among those
diagnosed as addicts. Scheffler is also an FBI National Academy
resiliency trainer. According to Jesse Connor, co-leader of the
Atlantic County Unit of the League of Women Voters of New
Jersey, the League has arranged a follow up to the program. A
training session will be conducted by Rutgers University for 25
people. They will give out free Naloxone spray from 6 to 7:30
p.m. May 30 at the Unitarian Universalist Congregation.
Jackson, Vincent. (2018, February 22). Community event
focuses on opioid, addiction education. Retrieved from
http://www.pressofatlanticcity.com/news/program-held-toinform-public-about-opioid-crisis/article_fbba7e9e-7b53-587386f4-6556c4d5cd7e.html
County charts continuing effects of flu, opioid epidemic
The Columbiana County General Health District Board in Lisbon,
Ohio, discussed the health department’s role in the opioid crisis
and the flu affecting the area at the board’s meeting held
recently. Wes Vins, the Health Commissioner said the Ohio
Association of Health Commissioners had recently released their
statement on the local health departments’ roles in fighting
© 2018 Lumina Analytics, LLC. No claim to original U.S. Government Works or cited materials.

addiction. Vins noted that the Columbiana County General
Health District provides police and first responders with Narcan
kits, each containing two doses of Naloxone. However, the
health department does not provide the kits to addicts or their
family members. That role is taken up by Family Recovery, which
has connections to mental health care professionals and
behavioral specialists. The health department also tries to deter
drugs from falling into the wrong hands by providing drop off
boxes and sponsoring drug take-back events.
Johnson, Deanne. (2018, Febuary 22). County charts continuing
effects
of
flu,
opioid
epidemic.
Retrieved
from
http://www.morningjournalnews.com/news/localnews/2018/02/county-charts-continuing-effects-of-flu-opioidepidemic/
N.J. creates new statewide office to fight opioid crisis
The New Jersey Attorney General, Gurbir Grewal, announced a
statewide initiative to fight the opioid epidemic. The initiative
includes a 24-hour response team and a strengthened
prescription monitoring program funded by federal grants worth
more than a million dollars. Grewal said the scope of the opioid
epidemic is unprecedented and devastating and requires a
response equally large in intensity and scope. The newly formed
New Jersey Coordinator for Addiction Response and
Enforcement Strategies (NJ Cares) will exist within New Jersey’s
Department of Law and Public Safety and will oversee efforts to
fight the opioid crisis. Grewal’s announcement was made
during a speech at the Center for Health and Pharmaceutical
Law and Policy at Seton Hall University School of Law in Newark.
Sullivan, S.P. (2018, February 22). N.J. creates new statewide
office
to
fight
opioid
crisis.
Retrieved
from
http://www.nj.com/politics/index.ssf/2018/02/nj_creates_new_s
tatewide_office_to_fight_opioid_cr.html
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Opioid Crisis: Florida House opioid bill passes final committee
The Florida House will introduce a legislation to fight the state’s
opioid crisis. The bill passed by the Health & Human Services
Committee last week imposes new limitations on prescriptions.
Initial prescriptions will have a three-day limit; however, doctors
can prescribe opioids for up to seven days for acute pain. The
bill does not cover cases of cancer or chronic pain. The bill
requires all healthcare professionals in the state to take part in a
statewide database that monitors prescriptions. Representative
Jim Boyd told lawmakers the measures were taken up after
consultation with the Senate and Gov. Rick Scott's office.
Opioid Crisis: Florida House opioid bill passes final committee.
(2018,
February
22).
Retrieved
from
http://www.wftv.com/news/local/opioid-crisis-florida-houseopioid-bill-passes-final-committee/704948173
Trump administration says it's 'concerned' about opioid crisis
that 'exploded' under Obamacare
The President's Council of Economic Advisers released a report
on the administration's work to roll back the Affordable Care
Act. The report noted that the Act came around at the same
time the opioid crisis worsened. The report criticized
Obamacare for focusing on bringing down the number of
uninsured Americans which the Council said did not result in a
healthier population. The report also discussed the growing
number of deaths due to opioid overdoses. A January report by
Senator Ron Johnson, Chair of the Homeland Security and
Governmental Affairs Committee, linked the expansion of
Medicaid to the increase in opioid-induced deaths.
Bryan, Bob. (2018, February 22). Trump administration says it's
'concerned' about opioid crisis that 'exploded' under
Obamacare.
Retrieved
from
https://www.businessinsider.in/Trump-administration-says-itsconcerned-about-opioid-crisis-that-exploded-underObamacare/articleshow/63021730.cms
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As opioid crisis worsens, FDA attacks safe alternative used by
millions
According to the Centers for Disease Control (“CDC”), over
42,000 deaths involving opioids occurred in 2016. On February 6,
the Food & Drug Administration (“FDA”) claimed that, over the
past several years, 44 deaths were associated with kratom, a
Southeast Asian plant. The FDA has declared kratom to be an
opioid even though scientific proof suggests otherwise. The FDA
had, however, admitted that kratom-related deaths are neither
valid nor conclusive proof of causality. Despite this, the agency
continues to make kratom illegal. Nine scientists across the
country signed a letter addressing the Opioid Crisis Team Leader
Kellyanne Conway and acting Drug Enforcement Agency
Administrator Robert Patterson stating a ban on kratom could
worsen the opioid crisis. The scientists state that kratom provides
the pain relief benefits of opioids without posing the dangers of
addiction and related death.
Herman, Dave. (2018, February 23). As opioid crisis worsens, FDA
attacks safe alternative used by millions. Retrieved from
http://www.washingtonexaminer.com/as-opioid-crisis-worsensfda-attacks-safe-alternative-used-by-millions/article/2649760
Cost of US opioid epidemic has crossed $1 trillion since 2001
The opioid crisis has not only taken lives, but has also inflicted a
severe blow to the country’s economy. The crisis has cost the
country over a trillion dollars since 2001, according to a study
conducted by Altarum, a non-profit that provides healthcare
improvement solutions to both private and public clients. The
study also shows that by 2020, the epidemic will cost another
$500 billion to the nation’s treasury. The study analyzed the
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention’s (CDC) mortality
data through June 2017 and said damages to the economy
were in the form of lost productivity and earnings and losses to
employers. Overdose deaths also mean lost tax revenue for the
government. The study also shows that the cost for the epidemic
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rose from $29.1 billion in 2001 to $115 billion in 2017. The growth
rate doubled in the five-year period between 2011 and 2016.
Cost of US opioid epidemic has crossed $1 trillion since 2001.
(2018,
February
23).
Retrieved
from
https://www.sovhealth.com/opioid/cost-us-opioid-epidemiccrossed-1-trillion-since-2001/
Lawmakers Seek More Money For Opioid Epidemic
Two Democratic senators are pushing to increase funding from
the Senate by $25 million to address opioid issues in Florida for
the upcoming year. Sen. Kevin Rader applauded Senate
leaders for their proposal to spend $100 million on school-safety
programs and mental-health services in the wake of the Marjory
Stoneman Douglas High School shooting that left 17 people
dead last week. But he also said the state needs more money
to curb the opioid crisis. The Senate is keeping aside $53 million
for opioid treatments, medical-assisted treatments, outpatient
care, case management, and naloxone for emergency
responders. Rader is working closely with Sen. Rouson, who has
drafted a plan that directs funding to various areas. The first
proposal in the plan is a request to increase funding to
contracted managing entities by $3.1 million. This is to provide
housing facilities for people who suffer from both addiction and
mental health issues, who are frequently in jail, or who need
emergency room services.
Lawmakers Seek More Money For Opioid Epidemic. (2018,
February 23). Retrieved from http://wlrn.org/post/lawmakersseek-more-money-opioid-epidemic
USDA launches web page to fight rural opioid crisis
The federal government launched a website to help rural
communities in fighting the opioid epidemic. The webpage
features resources from the United States Department of
Agriculture to help smaller communities respond to problems
surrounding the epidemic. According to Anne Hazlett, assistant
to the secretary for rural development, the webpage will help
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local leaders build responses that are best suited for their
communities. More than 63,000 people died of an opioid
overdose in 2016, according to the National Center for Health
Statistics. USDA aims to address opioid issues at the local level
by investing in programs targeted at rural communities.
Kent, AnnMarie. (2018, February 23). USDA launches web page
to
fight
rural
opioid
crisis.
Retrieved
from
http://upnorthlive.com/news/local/usda-launches-web-pageto-fight-rural-opioid-crisis
Central Texas ER Doctor Helps Fight Opioid Epidemic
The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (“CDC”) report
that opioid overdoses have resulted in more than 200,000
deaths across the country since 1999. Dr. Jon Daniell, who has
worked in Central Texas for over fifteen years and is currently
working at Premier Care Emergency Clinic in Woodway, Texas,
said that doctors can do their part to decrease the risk of opioid
misuse. Dr. Daniell said that doctors use opioids in acute
management of pain. He added that physicians should keep in
mind the level of patients' pain and alternatives they have to
using narcotics. Dr. Daniell has joined a list of physicians and
healthcare providers across the nation prescribing less
addictive medicines- like steroids- for pain management.
According to him, there are many better options other than
opioids for certain types of pain. He recommended Anesthetic
patches that can be used for patients with nerve pain. He said
that physical therapy can potentially be a better solution for
muscular pain. Dr. Daniell further suggested Texas doctors
check an online database to determine if a patient is doctor
shopping. Dr. Daniell hopes more physicians will help to reign in
the supply of opioids in order to steer patients away from
narcotics, while keeping them as pain-free as possible.
Edwards, Chelsea. (2018, February 24). Central Texas ER doctor
helps
fight
opioid
epidemic.
Retrieved
from
http://www.kwtx.com/content/news/Central-Texas-ER-doctoris-helping-to-fight-opioid-epidemic--475061663.html
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Heinrich, Balderas Partner With New Mexicans On Frontlines To
Combat Opioid Epidemic
At a recent event at Christus St. Vincent Regional Medical
Center in Santa Fe, New Mexico, U.S. Sen. Martin Heinrich (DN.M.) and New Mexico Attorney General Hector Balderas joined
elected officials, local community organizations, and county
representatives to discuss existing funding gaps and the need
for resources to fight the opioid crisis in the state. Sen. Heinrich is
working with leaders and organizations to ensure dedicated
resources and funding are available for evidence-based
approaches to medical-assisted treatment, prevention, and
community-wide recovery strategies. Heinrich, in the bipartisan
two-year budget deal, also helped to secure $6 billion of
additional funding for opioid treatment.
Clark, Carol A. (2018, February 24). Heinrich, Balderas Partner
With New Mexicans On Frontlines To Combat Opioid Epidemic.
Retrieved
from
https://ladailypost.com/content/heinrichbalderas-partner-new-mexicans-frontlines-combat-opioidepidemic
Natalie Goodnow: The opioid crisis is flooding foster care in
Wisconsin
The number of Wisconsin children removed from their homes
due to parental drug abuse has more than doubled in just five
years. The number of kids in foster care is also higher than it has
been in a decade. A new report from the Wisconsin Institute for
Law and Liberty, “Flooding the System,” shows that the state’s
growing opioid crisis increased the number of kids in foster care.
The report also highlights the need for legislation such as Foster
Forward, which is a package of 13 bills aimed at preventing
families from becoming involved in the child welfare system.
Foster Forward also aims at supporting foster families, child
welfare staff, and children in foster care. The legislation recently
passed the Assembly with bipartisan support. Eleven of the bills
that passed the Senate have moved on for governor’s
approval. Of the remaining two bills, one is waiting to be
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scheduled in the Senate, and the other has been referred to a
committee. The Foster Forward package has several strengths.
It works to streamline procedures within the system and focuses
on innovation. Further, the package prioritizes normalcy and
well-being for children.
Goodnow, Natalie. (2018, February 24). The opioid crisis is
flooding
foster
care
in
Wisconsin.
Retrieved
from
http://host.madison.com/wsj/opinion/column/nataliegoodnow-the-opioid-crisis-is-flooding-foster-carein/article_2b33d7da-7d98-52fd-8fef-a2f90234e8a7.html
New opioid addiction treatment clinic opens in Grand Forks
A new treatment facility has been opened in Grand Forks, North
Dakota, after four opioid overdose deaths occurred last year.
The treatment center, named Ideal Option, helps patients with
opioid addiction. It is the first of its kind in Grand Forks, and more
clinics are expected to open. A handful of doctors at the clinic
will prescribe medications like Suboxone to relieve symptoms of
opiate withdrawal. Medication-assisted treatment using
Suboxone helps in treating addiction, but it is not a complete
solution. Red River Behavioral Center in South Grand Forks will
open a similar clinic in about a month.
Chase, Ken. (2018, February 24). New opioid addiction
treatment clinic opens in Grand Forks. Retrieved from
http://www.grandforksherald.com/lifestyle/health/4408726new-opioid-addiction-treatment-clinic-opens-grand-forks
As opioid crisis spreads, locals rally to battle
Overdose deaths from opioids, including prescription opioids
and heroin, have increased by more than five times since 1999.
According to the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention
(“CDC”), more than 64,000 Americans died from drug
overdoses, including illicit drugs and prescriptions in 2016. More
than three out of five drug overdose deaths in the country
involve an opioid. In 2016, 40 percent of the opioid deaths were
attributed to prescription opioids. According to the CDC, 813
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Oklahomans died of an overdose in the last year and many
Oklahoma counties exceed the national average. Oklahoma
had more overdose deaths than neighboring states Arkansas
and Kansas combined. Gateway for Prevention and Recovery
opened its first outpatient opioid medication-assisted treatment
clinic for Shawnee, Oklahoma and surrounding communities in
2016. Cindy Stober, clinical director at Gateway to Prevention
and Recovery, said that their clinical team consists of medical
director, Dr. Paul Johnson, addiction medicine specialists,
licensed alcohol drug counselors, licensed professional
counselors, case managers, and PEER recovery support
specialists. The Pottawatomie County Sheriff Michael Booth,
who is also a member of the Oklahoma Sheriffs’ Association,
announced an effort aimed at battling opioid overdose. Booth
said that the Oklahoma Sheriffs’ Association, with members
throughout all 77 counties, is taking a bold step by providing
every Oklahoma sheriff and their deputies with a supply of
Narcan Nasal Spray, a drug used to reverse effects of an opioid
overdose, and making training available to them.
Misa, Vicky O. (2018, February 25). As opioid crisis spreads, locals
rally
to
battle.
Retrieved
from
http://www.newsstar.com/news/20180225/as-opioid-crisis-spreads-locals-rally-tobattle
Deaths from opioid overdoses continue to increase
According to Vermilion County Coroner, Jane McFadden,
opioid overdose deaths have steadily increased in Vermilion
County, Illinois, for at least the last four years. Sixteen of the 19
drug overdose deaths reported in 2017 were opioid-based. The
youngest victim of overdose in 2017 was 19 and the oldest was
69. McFadden, who was a Danville police officer before
becoming a coroner, said that she keeps record of the
overdose death data, including drug types, addresses of
overdose locations, and the ages of those who died. She found
most of these deaths happen among people in their 40s and
50s. Soul Garden Recovery Center Board Member, Dee Ann
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Ryan, said that overprescribing pain medication is a significant
part of the opioid problem. Ryan said that people who are
addicted to heroin start with a pain prescription for an injury. The
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (“CDC”) report that
drug overdose deaths in rural areas are surpassing rates in urban
areas. The CDC report further states that although the
percentage of people reporting illicit drug use is smaller in rural
areas, the effects of use appear to be greater. Both McFadden
and Ryan also noted mental health needs to be addressed
when tackling addiction.
Kirkham, Brianna. (2018, February 25). Deaths from opioid
overdoses
continue
to
increase.
Retrieved
from
http://www.commercial-news.com/news/local_news/deathsfrom-opioid-overdoses-continue-to-increase/article_655dcc0efab1-5d5f-b36d-265356c1312b.html
F.D.A. to Expand Medication-Assisted Therapy for Opioid
Addicts
The Food and Drug Administration (“FDA”) is encouraging new
treatments for opioid addiction as part of a wider effort to
expand access to medication-assisted treatment (“MAT”). The
FDA is planning to permit pharmaceutical companies to sell
medications that help temper cravings, even if they do not fully
stop addiction. The agency will issue draft guidelines in the next
few weeks. Alex M. Azar II, Secretary of Health and Human
Services, signaled the new approach in remarks to the National
Governors Association. Azar said that the agency plans to
correct the misconception that patients must achieve total
abstinence in order for MAT to be effective. The FDA approved
three drugs for opioid treatment, namely, methadone,
buprenorphine, which is often known by the brand name
Suboxone, and naltrexone, which is known by the brand name
Vivitrol. The agency said that these drugs are safe and effective,
especially when combined with counseling and other support.
The agency also said that it would soon publish two guidelines
for drugmakers on the issue. The officials also stated that the FDA
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is seeking medications that can help patients function better
and can be helpful when used in combination with therapy and
other social support, even if the specific medications do not
completely end addiction. Under the new guidelines, patients
and their families will be able to provide feedback on how useful
a drug is.
Kaplan, Sheila. (February 25, 2018). F.D.A. to Expand
Medication-Assisted Therapy for Opioid Addicts. Retrieved from
https://www.nytimes.com/2018/02/25/science/fdamedication-assisted-therapy.html
ADVISORY: USDA LAUNCHES RESOURCES WEBSITE TO HELP RURAL
COMMUNITIES ADDRESS OPIOID CRISIS | Congressman Sanford
Bishop
The United States Department of Agriculture (“USDA”) launched
a new website highlighting available resources to assist rural
communities in responding to the ongoing opioid crisis. The
website intends to provide rural leaders with resources,
information, and best practices to respond to and manage the
opioid crisis. The website highlights three USDA programs,
including The Community Facilities Loan and Grant Program
(“CF”), The Distance Learning & Telemedicine Grants Program
(“DLT”), and The Rural Health and Safety Education Competitive
Grants Program (“RHSE”). These grants are for projects that
develop or implement individual and family health education
programs to help rural communities address significant health
issues. Educational programs specializing in prevention and
reduction of opioid misuse in rural communities are given priority
for funding. The website also provides case studies, best
practices, and a list of other agency resources that may be
available to impacted communities.
Advisory: Usda Launches Resources Website To Help Rural
Communities Address Opioid Crisis. (2018, February 26).
Retrieved from https://bishop.house.gov/media-center/pressreleases/advisory-usda-launches-resources-website-to-helprural-communities
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Brown: Feds overly focus on punishment in opioid crisis
Oregon Governor Kate Brown addressed the challenges and
strategies for fighting the nation's opioid crisis at the National
Governors Association winter meeting in Washington, D.C.
Brown said that too many Americans are affected daily by the
opioid crisis, and opioid misuse cannot be examined in isolation.
She added that since 60 percent of foster children in Oregon
have parents who struggle with opioids and other general
addiction, the focus must be on prevention, treatment, and
recovery to turn the tide of this epidemic. Brown said that at
present, the federal government is overly focused on
punishment, which ultimately causes prisons and foster care
systems to be filled to capacity. She said that her opioids bill HB
4143 is currently making its way through the Oregon Legislature.
Brown is also focused on substance misuse issues more broadly
in efforts to improve lives of Oregonian families and children, as
outlined in an upcoming executive order.
Brown: Feds overly focus on punishment in opioid crisis. (2018,
February
26).
Retrieved
from
http://www.ktvz.com/news/brown-feds-overly-focus-onpunishment-in-opioid-crisis/707711246
Capitol Tracker: Legislative proposals take on opioid crisis
A bipartisan group of Assembly members introduced legislation
aimed at tackling California’s opioid crisis. North Coast
Assemblyman, Jim Wood of Healdsburg, authored two bills. His
bill, AB 2789, which would require prescriptions for controlled
substances to be transmitted electronically, is intended to
eliminate fraud and prescription errors. Though there are a few
exceptions, it would mandate pharmacies be able to accept
electronic prescriptions by Jan. 1, 2020. The other bill authored
by Wood, AB 2760, would require opioid prescribers to also
prescribe naloxone, which is used to rapidly reverse an opioid
overdose for high-risk patients. Patients who have a history of
overdose, who take a higher dose of an opioid medication, or
who take benzodiazepine medication such as Xanax, Valium,
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or Ativan, are defined as high-risk patients under the bill. The
other bills introduced in the legislative package include linking
the state’s prescription database to other state databases,
limiting prescriptions for minors to five days, and requiring
physicians receive opioid addiction training.
Schneider, Ruth. (2018, February 26). Capitol Tracker: Legislative
proposals take on opioid crisis. Retrieved from http://www.timesstandard.com/general-news/20180226/capitol-trackerlegislative-proposals-take-on-opioid-crisis
Expansive bill to curb opioid crisis passes, amid emotional
testimony from lawmakers
According to the Iowa Department of Public Health, there were
180 opioid-related deaths in Iowa in 2016. A bill intended to help
curb the opioid epidemic passed the Iowa House. It requires
doctors to use the state’s prescription monitoring program
(“PMP”), which tracks opioid use from the type of drug
dispensed to the quantity given. Though there is a PMP in Iowa
right now, only 45 percent of prescribers use it. Representative
Shannon Lundgren, the bill's manager said that 26 other states
mandate the use of PMPs and as a result, those states have seen
large reductions in opioid prescriptions. The bill would make
technological boosts to the system to make it easier to use. The
bill would also require doctors submit prescriptions electronically
in an effort to stop doctor shopping. Further, it would enact a
Good Samaritan law in Iowa, which grants people immunity
from criminal liability if they call 911 during an overdose, with the
exception of drug dealers and repeat offenders. Lundgren said
that Iowa would join 40 states and Washington, DC that have
Good Samaritan laws. She added that this is a good bill for
Iowans and can be a model for other states.
Cummings, Caroline. (2018, February 26). Expansive bill to curb
opioid crisis passes House, amid emotional testimony from
lawmakers.
Retrieved
from
http://cbs2iowa.com/news/local/expansive-bill-to-curbopioid-crisis-passes-amid-emotional-testimony-from-lawmakers
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Lawmakers push to protect Nebraska from opioid epidemic
A report from the Pew Charitable Trust shows that Nebraska is
one of 14 states that have seen a decline in opioid addiction
and death rates. A bill designed to curb prescription painkiller
misuse won first-round approval from Nebraska lawmakers. The
lawmakers said that the bill will help prevent addiction and
overdose deaths. The bill will also bar doctors from prescribing
more than a seven-day supply of opioids to patients under the
age of 19. Further, photo identification will be required to pick
up prescriptions and doctors will need to warn patients about
the risks of addiction and overdose. Senator Sara Howard of
Omaha said that she introduced the bill to honor her sister
Carrie, who died from an opioid overdose in 2009. According to
Senator John Kuehn of Heartwell, painkiller addictions often
begin in the doctor’s office. Senator Tyson Larson of O’Neill
argued that photo identification could create barriers for
patients to access medications. Other opponents said that
requiring doctors to discuss the dangers of prescription opioids
could be troublesome because it could leave doctors open to
potential lawsuits if they fail to make formal note of the
conversation. Howard said that she is planning to add
amendments before the bill is debated again.
Williams, Tess. (2018, February 26). Lawmakers push to protect
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epidemic.
Retrieved
from
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Medical Pot Urged To Help Combat Deadly Opioid Epidemic
People addicted to opioids and those who have lost loved ones
to opioid overdose testified recently at a hearing in downtown
Hartford, Connecticut. They urged the state Board of Physicians,
which is charged with approving conditions for the state’s
medical marijuana program, to approve medical marijuana as
an alternative painkiller to help halt Connecticut’s deadly
opioid epidemic. The state of Connecticut already listed 22
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medical conditions for adults that qualify for medical marijuana
certification and six conditions for people under age 18. The
board considered adding albinism, nystagmus, osteogenesis
imperfecta, and progressive degenerative disc disease of the
spine to the marijuana program. The Board of Physicians voted
to recommend adding osteogenesis to the state list of
conditions approved for medical marijuana treatment for adults
and children and rejected albinism and nystagmus. The board
is also planning to vote on whether to approve progressive
degenerative disc disease.
Hladky, Gregory B. (2018, February 26). Medicinal Marijuana
Urged To Help Combat Deadly Opioid Epidemic. Retrieved from
http://www.courant.com/politics/hc-pol-medical-pot-opioidepidemic-20180226-story.html
State Lawmakers File Bills to Fight Opioid Crisis
In an effort to combat Tennessee's opioid crisis, state lawmakers
filed 15 bills in addition to Governor Haslam's plan, which he laid
out during his State of the State address. The price tag for the
governor's plan, which focuses on addiction, prevention, and
rehab, is about 25 million dollars. The bill, filed by State
Representative Dr. Bryan Terry of Murfreesboro, targets illegal
manufacturing, sale, and distribution of potent opioids like
fentanyl and creates an opioid misuse hotline. The other
proposals under consideration decrease TennCare costs for
opioid alternative drugs and require doctors to inform pregnant
women about the risks of taking opioids during pregnancy.
State Lawmakers File Bills to Fight Opioid Crisis. (2018, February
26).
Retrieved
from
http://www.wgnsradio.com/statelawmakers-file-bills-to-fight-opioid-crisis-cms-44223
Statewide task force set to battle opioid crisis
North Carolina’s Carteret County Sheriff, Asa Buck, and District
Attorney, Scott Thomas, will help lead The North Carolina Law
Enforcement Opioid Task Force, a statewide task force to battle
the ongoing opioid crisis across the state. The Opioid Task Force,
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facilitated by Attorney General, Josh Stein, aims to help
coordinate and support efforts from local, state, and federal
law enforcement authorities. The group includes representatives
from more than 30 local, state, and federal law enforcement
agencies and organizations and holds quarterly meetings to
address the issue. Stein said that the force is committed to
protecting communities by supporting law enforcement and by
enabling officers to more effectively combat this devastating
epidemic. The group’s activities include supporting strategies
and policies to address prescription drug diversion from legal to
illegal channels and to address heroin and fentanyl trafficking,
identifying protocols and best practices to protect law
enforcement officers from the health dangers that illicit fentanyl
poses, and supporting state and local efforts to divert qualified
individuals into appropriate detox, treatment, and recovery
programs.
Roman, Elizabeth. (2018, February 26). Statewide task force set
to
battle
opioid
crisis.
Retrieved
from
http://wcti12.com/news/local/statewide-task-force-set-tobattle-opioid-crisis
Attorney general announces task force to combat opioid
epidemic
The United States Attorney General, Jeff Sessions, announced
the Prescription Interdiction and Litigation Task Force, a new task
force dedicated to fighting the opioid epidemic. The task force
will specifically target drug manufacturers and distributors
through both criminal and civil penalties. State attorneys
general from Ohio, West Virginia, Arkansas, Utah, Texas,
Wisconsin, and Pennsylvania joined Sessions for the
announcement. Sessions said that the Justice Department will
examine current state and local government lawsuits against
manufacturers and distributors to determine how they can help.
He added that he also hopes to see legislative and regulatory
changes that can help support the work of the task force.
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Holdren, Wendy. (2018, February 27). Attorney general
announces task force to combat opioid epidemic. Retrieved
from http://www.times-news.com/news/local_news/attorneygeneral-announces-task-force-to-combat-opioidepidemic/article_c2b3f227-c16b-53ee-b549-7fdc9c5ff0fe.html
Company gives Delaware $325K in grants for opioid crisis
The insurance company, Highmark Inc., gave four Delaware
organizations $325,000 in grants to combat Delaware’s opioid
crisis. The four organizations are Gaudenzia, Inc., atTAcK
Addiction, Boys and Girls Clubs of Delaware, and the Sussex
County Health Coalition. Highmark Delaware President, Tim
Constantine, announced the grants. According to Constantine,
no organization or entity can fight this crisis alone. The
organizations are likely to use the grants for treatment,
prevention, community planning, and harm reduction.
Company gives Delaware $325K in grants for opioid crisis. (2018,
February
27).
Retrieved
from
https://www.washingtonpost.com/national/company-givesdelaware-325k-in-grants-for-opioid-crisis/2018/02/27/5d95a8bc1bcf-11e8-98f5ceecfa8741b6_story.html?utm_term=.72df8d0e6f83
FDA plans to tackle opioid crisis with more drugs
While the United States Food and Drug Administration (“FDA”)
plans to expand medication-assisted treatment for opioid
addiction, residents of New York’s Putnam Valley were informed
of the FDA's new guidelines to tackle the opioid crisis during a
forum at the VFW hall recently. The forum was hosted by Drug
Crisis in Our Backyard, a Carmel-based nonprofit organization
started by two parents who lost their sons to drug overdose. The
organization promotes awareness of the drug epidemic
affecting the country and local communities. In addition to
offering community forums, the nonprofit organization provides
school presentations around the county, stages interventions,
and deploys recovery coaches. Putnam County District
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Attorney, Bob Tendy, said that he supports this plan if it can
make an impact on the number of lives lost.
FDA plans to tackle opioid crisis with more drugs. (2018, February
27).
Retrieved
from
http://westchester.news12.com/story/37597337/fda-plans-totackle-opioid-crisis-with-more-drugs
Opioid addiction treatment targeted in Ohio capital budget bill
The two-year Ohio capital projects bill will set aside more than
$200 million for building or expanding mental health and
addiction treatment facilities. Facilities offering addiction
treatment programs are among nearly $20 million in Cuyahoga
County projects included in the $2.62 billion state capital
budget bill. In the proposed 2019-20 capital budget, $222 million
will be reserved to support programs for opioid addiction
treatment and related services. Senator Matt Dolan, a Chagrin
Falls Republican, said that it is important to support those
facilities as well as Cleveland's arts community.
Borchardt, Jackie. (2018, February 27). Opioid addiction
treatment targeted in Ohio capital budget bill. Retrieved from
http://www.cleveland.com/metro/index.ssf/2018/02/state_cap
ital_budget.html
U.S. Senator Shelley Moore Capito of West Virginia
The United States Senator, Shelley Moore Capito, joined
Senators Rob Portman and Sheldon Whitehouse in introducing
the Comprehensive Addiction and Recovery Act (“CARA”) 2.0.
The bipartisan legislation will increase funding authorization
levels for the CARA programs enacted in 2016. The legislation
will increase opioid funding, limit opioid prescriptions for acute
pain to three days, and enhance prescription drug monitoring.
The bill, which introduces additional policy reforms to help
combat the opioid epidemic, will authorize an additional $1
billion in dedicated resources to evidence-based prevention,
enforcement, treatment, and recovery programs.
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Capito Introduces Bipartisan Cara 2.0 Act To Bolster Fight
Against Opioid Epidemic. (2018. February 27). Retrieved from
https://www.capito.senate.gov/news/press-releases/capitointroduces-bipartisan-cara-20-act-to-bolster-fight-againstopioid-epidemic
Warren, Bennet, Heller, Toomey Introduce Bill to Combat Opioid
Crisis with E-Prescriptions | U.S. Senator Elizabeth Warren of
Massachusetts
The United States Senators Elizabeth Warren of Massachusetts,
Michael Bennet of Colorado, Dean Heller of Nevada, and Pat
Toomey of Pennsylvania introduced the Every Prescription
Conveyed Securely (“EPCS”) Act to combat opioid overdoses.
The Act requires electronic prescriptions for controlled
substances under Medicare. A Department of Justice report
found that misused prescription opioids are often obtained
illegally using forged or altered prescriptions and by consulting
multiple doctors. The report also determined that most
prescription fraud remains undetected. The EPCS Act aims at
reducing the number of opioids obtained through fraudulent
prescriptions or doctor shopping. The legislation will also direct
healthcare providers to use electronic prescribing for controlled
substances, which will generate real-time information on opioid
use. It will also streamline prescription processes for both
providers and their patients for Medicare Part D transactions
beginning in 2020.
Warren, Bennet, Heller, Toomey Introduce Bill to Combat Opioid
Crisis with E-Prescriptions. (2018. February 27). Retrieved from
https://www.warren.senate.gov/newsroom/pressreleases/warren-bennet-heller-toomey-introduce-bill-tocombat-opioid-crisis-with-e-prescriptions
Doctors, Police Mount Last-Ditch Effort To Prevent Defunding Of
Anti-Addiction Injectable Treatment
Law enforcement officials and addiction specialists are seeking
continued funding from the Florida House members for an
injectable opioid-addiction treatment. The proposed budget of
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the House zeroes out funding for Vivitrol, a drug that blocks
opioid receptors in the brain for 30 days. Vivitrol is used in jails to
cut down on opioid cravings in the month following addicted
inmates' release. It is also used by community treatment
programs and the state Department of Children and Families.
Mark Fontaine with the Florida Alcohol and Drug Abuse
Association said the state should have a comprehensive
strategy to fight the opioid crisis, and, to his knowledge,
lawmakers are not replacing Vivitrol with any other similar drug.
A final decision will be made as lawmakers lay out the state
budget in the remaining week of its session.
Benk, Ryan. (2018, Feb 28). Doctors, Police Mount Last-Ditch
Effort To Prevent Defunding Of Anti-Addiction Injectable
Treatment. Retrieved from http://wlrn.org/post/doctors-policemount-last-ditch-effort-prevent-defunding-anti-addictioninjectable-treatment
House panel targets illicit opioids fueling spike in deaths
The House Energy and Commerce Committee is trying to get a
series of bills, targeted at clamping down on opioids, to the
House for votes by Memorial Day. The Committee recently held
a hearing on eight bills that seek to tackle the opioid crisis. Some
of the bills will give the Drug Enforcement Administration (DEA)
new powers to curb the surge of fentanyl, a highly potent
opioid. More hearings of the legislature are expected on other
aspects of the opioid epidemic such as access to treatment.
One of the bills under consideration will give the DEA the power
to regulate pill press manufacturing machines. Another bill aims
to improve the process of scheduling a new product. The Stop
the Importation and Trafficking of Synthetic Analogues Act of
2017 will clarify how controlled substance analogs are regulated
by the Food and Drug Administration.
King, Robert. (2018, Feb 28). House panel targets illicit opioids
fueling
spike
in
deaths.
Retrieved
from
http://www.washingtonexaminer.com/house-panel-targetsillicit-opioids-fueling-spike-in-deaths/article/2650337
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AHRQ Data Show Impact of Opioid Crisis at County Level
The Agency for Healthcare Research and Quality (AHRQ)
published an online statistical resource recently in Rockville,
Maryland. The online resource provides county-level
comparisons of rates of hospitalization for substance use,
including alcohol, stimulants, opioids, and other drugs. Opioidrelated hospitalizations ranked second in nearly all of the 1,600+
counties and two cities that provided data in the analysis. AHRQ
has updated its interactive online map of the country, which
gives county-specific statistics on opioid-related cases of
hospitalizations for the 32 states participating in the analysis.
Owsley County, Kentucky, has the highest rate of hospitalization
for substance misuse with 3,525 hospital stays per 100,000
people. On the other hand, Ringgold County, Iowa, had the
lowest rate with 220 stays per 100,000 people. The statistics also
show that, in 2014, the estimated cost of hospitalization in the
country was $38 billion. The new online resource, named
Community Level Statistics on Hospital Stays for Alcohol and
Other Drugs, draws from AHRQ’s Healthcare Cost and Utilization
Project (HCUP), which is the country’s most comprehensive
source of hospital data, including data on inpatient care,
emergency department visits, and ambulatory surgeries and
services. The online statistical resource will be updated by AHRQ
as more information becomes available.
AHRQ Data Show Impact of Opioid Crisis at County Level. (2018,
Mar 1). Retrieved from http://globenewswire.com/newsrelease/2018/03/01/1409315/0/en/AHRQ-Data-Show-Impactof-Opioid-Crisis-at-County-Level.html
Conversation on opioid addiction unites Lynchburg
stakeholders
More than 200 Virginians attended an awareness event at the
Horizon Therapeutic Day Treatment center in the Lynchburg
area. The event was organized by Horizon Behavioral Health. Dr.
Mishka Terplan, Associate Director of Addiction Medicine at
Virginia Commonwealth University, was the keynote speaker
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and spoke on opioid addiction history in the United States as
well as current opioid statistics. He noted that the 2017 Kaiser
Family Foundation survey found 44 percent of Americans
personally knew of someone affected by opioids and 20
percent knew someone who died of an overdose. He also said
that fighting the crisis will take primary and secondary
prevention in all communities. Key members of Lynchburg
community also took part in panel discussions. The panel
members highlighted the importance of awareness events in
overcoming challenges surrounding opioid addiction, including
stigma surrounding seeking treatment.
Dungan, Carrie. (2018, Mar 1). Conversation on opioid addiction
unites
Lynchburg
stakeholders.
Retrieved
from
http://www.newsadvance.com/news/local/conversation-onopioid-addiction-unites-lynchburgstakeholders/article_1812fc1c-1dce-11e8-8f665b3bcc729940.html
Fighting the opioid epidemic: Orleans declares a public
nuisance, laying groundwork for recovering costs
The Legislature of Orleans County, New York, has passed a local
law that establishes a cost-recovery process for the county’s
expenditure in providing services related to the opioid
epidemic. To recover the money spent on the opioid epidemic,
the county must declare it a public nuisance. The Legislature
also passed a resolution approving the Office of Alcoholism and
Substance Abuse Services and the governor to expand state
funding to support transition services and treatment for inmates
of the Orleans County Jail, who have substance use disorders.
Diefenbach, Mallory. (2018, Mar 1). Fighting the opioid
epidemic: Orleans declares a public nuisance, laying
groundwork
for
recovering
costs.
Retrieved
from
http://www.thedailynewsonline.com/bdn01/fighting-theopioid-epidemic-orleans-declares-a-public-nuisance-layinggroundwork-for-recovering-costs-20180301
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HHS Secretary Alex Azar commits to approaching opioid
epidemic as a 'medical challenge' rather than moral failing
Alex Azar, Secretary of Health and Human Services, said at the
White House's opioid summit that the Trump administration views
the opioid crisis as a disease and not a moral failing. The summit
was aimed at bringing attention to actions the Trump
administration has taken on the crisis. The administration will start
a media campaign to educate the public about addiction
dangers, stressing that addiction could happen to any person.
The "Rx Awareness" media campaign which has launched in
some states led by the Centers for Disease Control, also stresses
the same. The Trump administration promotes drug courts,
which place addicts who have committed crimes into
addiction treatment programs rather than jails.
Leonard, Kimberly. (2018, Mar 1). HHS Secretary Alex Azar
commits to approaching opioid epidemic as a 'medical
challenge' rather than moral failing. Retrieved from
http://www.washingtonexaminer.com/hhs-secretary-alex-azarcommits-to-approaching-opioid-epidemic-as-a-medicalchallenge-rather-than-moral-failing/article/2650451
Minnesota lawmakers fight against opioid epidemic with several
bills
Minnesota legislators are fighting against the opioid crisis with
various proposed laws. State Rep. Dave Baker, who lost his son
to an opioid overdose, introduced two bills to prevent overdose
deaths. One of the bills requires prescriptions for opioids to be
less than 30 days old for pharmacists to fill them. Another bill
imposes a stewardship fee of one percent for every milligram of
opioid in a pill. Approximately $20 million dollars raised from
taxes will fund overdose prevention and addiction treatment.
According to Sen. Julie Rosen, the state needs more money to
take care of treatment, prevention, and aftercare. More money
needs to be dedicated to caring for children affected by the
crisis.
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Opioids: House Panel Debates Mandatory Prescriber Training
During a House Committee on Energy and Commerce hearing,
Congress looked into the possibility of mandatory prescriber
education to help curb the opioid crisis. The committee also
discussed the possible impact of using telemedicine to help
people with opioid use disorders to access treatment.
Pharmacists, physicians, and law enforcement officials
participated in the discussion. Andrew Kolodny, MD, co-director
of the Opioid Policy Research Collaborative at Brandeis
University in Waltham, Massachusetts, and director of Physicians
for Responsible Opioid Prescribing (PROP), asked Congress to
legislate mandatory education for clinicians who prescribe
more than three days' supply of opioids. David Kan, president of
the California Society of Addiction Medicine and medical
director of Bright Heart Health, a California-based provider of
telemedicine addiction treatment services, asked the
committee to make targeted changes to the Controlled
Substances Act to permit treatment using buprenorphine for
addiction via telemedicine.
Firth, Shannon. (2018, Mar 1). Opioids: House Panel Debates
Mandatory
Prescriber
Training.
Retrieved
from
https://www.medpagetoday.com/publichealthpolicy/opioids/
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BROWN, MARKEY ASK HEALTH INSURERS TO STEP UP RESPONSE TO
OPIOID EPIDEMIC - U.S. Senator Ed Markey of Massachusetts
A group of United States Senators led by Senator Sherrod Brown
of Ohio and Senator Ed Markey of Massachusetts asked the
nation’s top health insurers to do their part in combatting the
opioid epidemic. In an effort to hold the insurance industry
accountable, the Senators wrote letters to companies to review
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their existing policies in light of the epidemic, as well as to take
additional steps to make sure they help curb addiction. The
companies include Aetna, AHIP, Anthem, BCBS, CareSource,
Centene, Cigna, Humana, Kaiser, Molina, and UnitedHealth.
The Senators’ letters asked the insurance companies to review
old policies that could unintentionally be contributing to the
drug addiction crisis. The Senators also pressed the companies
to disclose whether they use internal controls to fight addiction
and how they identify patients who struggle with addiction.
Further, the Senators asked for industry input on other factors
Congress should be aware of as it considers additional
legislation to address the nation’s addiction epidemic.
Brown, Markey Ask Health Insurers To Step Up Response To
Opioid Epidemic. (2018, March 2). Retrieved from
https://www.markey.senate.gov/news/press-releases/brownmarkey-ask-health-insurers-to-step-up-response-to-opioidepidemic
Behavioral health group formed to fight opioid epidemic
Capital Area Human Services (CAHS) formed a Behavioral
Health Collaborative in Baton Rouge, Louisiana. The
collaborative is made up of organizations focused on fighting
the opioid crisis. According to CAHS, Louisiana is one of the eight
states in the country that has more opioid prescriptions than the
number of residents. The new plan, launched for opioid
treatment and prevention, will focus on the issue by making
drug users a part of the conversation. The plan aims to give
dignity to the users by building a relationship through
wraparound services. The members of the collaborative aim to
connect drug users to the treatment community.
Farrish, Carmen. (2018, Mar 2). Behavioral health group formed
to
fight
opioid
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Retrieved
from
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Kentucky could become the first state to tax opioid prescriptions
Lawmakers in Kentucky are considering imposing a new tax on
prescriptions for opioids as part of its last effort in a series of
unsuccessful attempts to generate revenue from opioids. The
proposed tax is a 25 percent levy on distributors of drugs for
each dose sent to the state. The proposal was recently
approved by the Kentucky House. However, unlike the other
states where new revenue is steered to addiction treatment and
education programs, Kentucky legislators plan to direct the
revenue to fill budget gaps elsewhere, including funding for
public schools in the state. Supporters of the proposal are
optimistic that the number of pills that come to the state will
decrease with the imposition of the new tax. A similar bill
imposing an opioid tax to fund treatment programs for infants
born dependent on opioids failed to pass in 2017. Critics of such
tax imposition call it a regressive measure, stating that this could
force patients to go without medications. The tax plan will move
to the state Senate.
Joseph, Andrew. (2018, Mar 2). Kentucky could become the first
state
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Retrieved
from
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Legislation addressing Tennessee’s opioid crisis headlines
Capitol Hill Week
The state Senate of Tennessee approved major legislation
addressing the state’s opioid crisis by passing Senate Bill 2258 in
the Senate Judiciary Committee. The bill was one of the two
proposals in Governor Bill Haslam’s TN Together plan to
overcome the opioid crisis. The bill revises several provisions of
law relating to scheduling of controlled substances and their
derivatives and analogs. The new schedule will allow law
enforcement officials to better monitor, track, and penalize use
and distribution of potent and addictive drugs. The legislation
will also provide incentives to offenders in correctional facilities
to finish intensive substance use treatment programs while
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incarcerated. At least three people die in the state every day
due to opioid overdose. The legislators hope the new legislation
will be successful in the state’s fight against opioid addiction.
Legislation addressing Tennessee’s opioid crisis headlines
Capitol Hill Week. (2018, Mar 2). Retrieved from
http://www.newportplaintalk.com/news/politics_elections/arti
cle_33d4de94-2e68-538f-9b9c-8299a5751113.html
Trump Openly Admits He's Thinking About Executing Drug
Dealers To Tackle Opioid Crisis
President Donald Trump proposed bringing in the death penalty
for drug dealers to fix the opioid crisis while speaking at the
recently held White House summit on the opioid epidemic. An
exclusive report quotes five people who discussed the matter
with President Trump and claimed the president mentioned the
subject in private on several occasions. The president also said
he would unveil strong specific policies to fix the drug crisis in the
coming days.
Sinclair, Harriet. (2018, Mar 2). Trump Openly Admits He's Thinking
About Executing Drug Dealers To Tackle Opioid Crisis. Retrieved
from
http://www.newsweek.com/donald-trump-opioid-crisisdeath-penalty-drug-dealers-827700
Missouri has least providers for opioid addiction treatment
Missouri has the least number of nurse practitioners and
physician assistants who can prescribe medications to treat
opioid addiction. According to data gathered by Avalere, a
healthcare consulting firm, Missouri had 919 deaths associated
with opioid overdose. At the same time, it had only 286 providers
or 3.2 overdoses per provider. According to the same data, the
national average is 1.6 overdoses per provider. An Avalere
Health news release stated that Medication-assisted treatment,
including the use of buprenorphine, is one of the most effective
ways to treat addictions. According to Avalere, giving opioiddependent patients access to buprenorphine can be a critical
step in their recovery.
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Editorial: Step up efforts to prevent opioid abuse
Kansas Governor Jeff Colyer created a task force to study
opioid addiction and make recommendations to address the
issue. In signing an executive order creating the task force,
Colyer noted that the opioid death rate in Kansas has
quadrupled in the past 16 years. According to the Centers for
Disease Control (“CDC”), overall, Kansas ranked just 45th out of
50 states in its drug overdose rate of 11.3 deaths per 100,000
people. There has been extensive research into the opioid crisis
and it is clear that a two-pronged approach is needed. The
focus must be on increased funding for addiction treatment, as
well as on legislation that appropriately limits the flow of opioids,
including prescription medications sold legally as well as illicit
opioids like heroin that are sold illegally. The task force will be
chaired by Dr. Jeff Lakin, the state's Chief Medical Officer and
a former Republican state lawmaker from Wichita, and will
include members from the Department of Corrections,
Department for Children and Families, the Department for
Aging and Disability Services and several other agencies, as well
as people appointed by lawmakers from both parties.
Editorial: Step up efforts to prevent opioid abuse. (2018, March
4).
Retrieved
from
http://www2.ljworld.com/news/2018/mar/04/editorial-stepefforts-prevent-opioid-abuse/?opinion/
Local doctor weighs in on opioid crisis
According to the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention
(“CDC”), the number of fatal opioid overdoses each year has
increased to five times what it was only 20 years ago. While
opioid misuse and overdose have increased rapidly in recent
years, Surgeon Generals Jerome Adams and Vivek Murthy urge
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healthcare professionals, law enforcement, and communities to
help people avoid or overcome opioid addiction. According to
Dr. Howard Kweller, a doctor of family medicine and general
practitioner, who has practiced in Greenville, Texas for 39 years,
one of the leading causes of opiate addiction is patients not
understanding how to address chronic pain versus acute pain.
Kweller is a healthcare professional who educates patients in
the Greenville area about the appropriate use of opioids like
hydrocodone. To avoid using opioids to manage chronic pain,
Kweller recommends a multidisciplinary approach for the
management of chronic pain. Further, Kweller acknowledges
that finances also play a major role in patients seeking
prescriptions of pills over other, less habit-forming methods of
pain management.
Hairgrove, Travis. (2018, March 4). Local MD; First, understand
your
pain.
Retrieved
from
http://www.heraldbanner.com/community/local-doctorweighs-in-on-opioid-crisis/article_abf09036-1f34-11e8-ac7e2ba219cc2a15.html
Maine lawmakers look at public health approach to opioid crisis
Maine lawmakers are looking at treating the opioid crisis with a
public health approach. There were 418 drug-induced deaths
in Maine last year, which is an 11 percent increase from the
previous year. A legislative panel has given a preliminary
endorsement to a plan to expand treatment and medication
options in Maine's eight public health districts. The plan aims to
increase the number of healthcare providers who prescribe
medications such as naloxone. According to Republican
Representative Karen Vachon, creating hubs will direct people
to help and resources. Vachon’s plan will provide free treatment
for low-income Mainers who lack coverage through private
insurance or MaineCare. According to Portland addiction
medicine specialist, Dr. Mark Publicker, the current model is too
cumbersome as opiate deaths continue to rise.
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Appendix A: Mission LISA
Overview
Mission LISA is a data aggregation project surrounding the
opioid crisis in America. The objective of the project is to
leverage publicly available data to fill knowledge gaps relevant
to opioid addiction prevention, treatment, and interdiction.
Intelligence developed through Mission LISA is used to publish
recommendations for policy changes, addiction treatment
pathways, and prescription protocols based on the most timely
and relevant predictive indicators of addiction and mortality
risk.
Early stage outcomes on addiction and mortality caused by
prescription and illicit opioids are beginning to reveal the power
laws, or distributions, of addiction and overdose—a defined set
of variables and conditions that drive the crisis. These insights are
used to direct policy and treatment recommendations
published by the Mission LISA team and its advisory board.
Analytics on nationwide treatment efficacy is another critical
area of our research. More relevant and timely data increases
transparency around government-funded treatment programs
and is useful for directing the allocation of funding and
resources to programs with the highest historical rates of
success.
Our research illuminates contradictions in policy and
prescription protocols across physicians, hospitals, and insurers.
Insights gained through this analysis yield data-driven policy
recommendations and opportunities to enhance and
streamline opioid addiction care and pain treatment. Through
Mission LISA, we seek to alleviate the crisis nationally by lessening
instances of opioid-induced overdose and addiction.
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Appendix B: How to Read
This Report
The Mission LISA Opioid Crisis Intelligence Report provides
discussion and analysis of key data, events, and trends
surrounding the national opioid epidemic. Analysis draws on
data observed in Lumina’s proprietary Mission LISA data systems
and published across news media platforms over the past
month. Our analysts capture data relevant to crisis prevention,
addiction treatment, policy, and ongoing interdiction efforts
from across the Internet to pinpoint critical developments in the
national discussion.
Each report begins with an executive summary of its contents.
The executive summary is followed by a commentary that
describes current trends and analysis drawn from ongoing
Mission LISA data aggregation and development. Finally, the
report includes a collection of relevant news articles, which
have been curated for readers by the Mission LISA staff.
The report is broken down by content category for expedited
navigation. We summarize relevant articles to highlight
important findings and insights and underline action items
derived from new intelligence. The purpose of this report is to
inform understanding of the national crisis and provide
recommendations for data-driven solutions to curb opioidinduced mortality and addiction.
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